p
Meredith Farkas

Distance Learning Librarian
Norwich University

€

\

| can pay for and attend
professional development!

Librarians with limited or no access to training include:

K-12 librarians and media specialists
Librarians in rural areas

Librarians serving disadvantaged populations
Solo librarians

Community-college librarians

All-online course on social software

= Six librarians: Virginia, Vermont, New York, Texas, and

Wisconsin

= 40 participants: US, Europe, Latin America

Weekly coursework

Screencasts and podcasts
Designated readings

Exercises designed to get participants interacting with
the software

Once-weekly small-group chat

One or two live web presentations

Optionally, chat with the week’s presenters

Post to group blog reflecting on the week’s content

Final capstone project

= Social-software proposal for the participant’s library
= Comments and critiques from other participants

Michelle Boule

Social Sciences Librarian
University of Houston
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Karen Coombs

Head of Web Services
University of Houston

Skype conference
calls didn’t work out
Too much noise.

!

Docs &
Spreadsheets

Google

AIM chatrooms to
the rescue!

Google Docs: fantastic
for co-writing CFP,
counting votes on

participant applications.

| > View | @ Upload | Dashboard | About blip

| Log

Upload

your videos
and make
your own

show!

article | | discussion | | edit | | history |

2 Login /fcr

eate account

4”’ Information About Podcasts and Screencasts

Podcast FAQ

Q. What will I need to play a podcast?

= Wiki Homepage
5 Wiki Help

® Recent Changes
m Course Content

them (or downloaded to their computer}.

navigation A, Contrary to what yvou may have heard, you do not need an iPod to listen to podcasts. A podcast is just an MP3 file that can be
played on a computer, burned to a CD, or downloaded to an MP3 player (any MP3 player can play podcasts). What distinguishes |
podcasts is the fact that they are syndicated so that someone can subscribe to a podcast and have the audio automatically sent to

[edit] View U plOt‘Jd
Watch the latest and Record, Upload, and
greatest shows on blip.tv Broadcast your videos

one player, but each will be located with the title of the podcast. Just click the pl:

G Search
- I == I right on the page.

toolbox

= What links here

® Related changes
® Special pages

= Printable version
= Permanen t link

Q. What if I want to subscribe to the podcast in an aggregator?

A, You may want to receive the podcasts in an aggregator, especially if yvou plan
subscribe to the podcasts using the following RSS feed http://sociallibrary.blip.tw,

Screencast FAQ

Recent blog posts

= Blogs

s About Q. Where will I find the podcasts for the course?

saarch A, The podcast(s) will be made available on the course content page for that week. There will be a small blip.tv &7 plaver embedded into
I the page on which yvou can play the podcast associated with it. IF there is more t

Five Weeks to a
‘Social Library

Blogs | Course Content | RSS Feed - Blogs | RSS Feed - Comments | Wiki | About

| search |

* On
Q. What is a screencast?

A, According to Jon Udell, the man who coined the term screencast (though thel
is a digital movie in which the setting is partly or wholly a computer screen, and
action.” Screencasts are often used to demonstrate software and so are great fo
screencasting to describe a project or technology application using audio and vidf:
participants and to also show you what the things they're describing look like, | 20
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About Five Weeks to a Social Library

Submitted by meredithfarkas on Sat, 2006-09-30 16:32. About the Course | From the
administrators

Five Weeks to a Social Library is the first free, grassroots, completely online course devoted to
teaching librarians about social software and how to use it in their libraries. It was developed to
provide a free, comprehensive, and social online learning opportunity for librarians who do not
otherwise have access to conferences or continuing education and who would benefit greatly from
learning about social software. The course will be taught using a variety of social software tools so
that the participants acquire experience using the tools while they are taking part in the class. It will
make use of synchronous online communication, with one or two weekly Webcasts and many small
group IM chat sessions made available to participants each week. By the end of the course, each

student will develop a proposal for implementing a specific social software tool in their library. Five
Weeks to a Social Library will take place between February 12 and March 17, 2007 and is limited to

40 participants (these participants have already been chosen). However, course content will be freely

viewable by interested parties and all live Webcasts will be archived for later viewing. The course will
over the following topics:

* Blogs

* RSS

» Wikis

* Social Networking Software and SecondLife
* Flickr

* Social Bookmarking Software

* Selling Soclal Software @ Your Library

The content of this course is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non-Commercial-Share-Alike license.

No free web-conferencing
application would cover the
number of participants we had.

We therefore owe tremendous
thanks to Online Programming
for All Libraries (OPAL;

http:/ /opal-online.org) for
volunteering to host and
archive twice-weekly live web
conferences for Five Weeks!

Online Programming for All Libraries (OPAL)
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Quick Links

Most OPAL programs a
held in the Auditorium.
After clicking on the link

For very small groups,
consider Yugma!
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above, type in your name
and press Enter. First-time

OPAL users need to install a
small, safe sofware plug-in.

The complete schedule

upcoming OPAL public
onling events.

® An interview with David Weinberger, author of the book Everything is
Miscellaneous, conducted on June &, 2007,

0 Downloadable MP3 audiorecording of the interview with David
of Weinberger (17.5 MB file; playback time of 57 minutes)

® Copyright and the Academic Librarian presented on March 14, 2007 by Rebecca
Butler, the author of Copwrght for Teachers and Libranans published by
Weal-Schuman in 2004, Sponsared by the Folling Prairie Library System

o PART ONE

B Streaming avdio, text chat, and presentation slides about
copyright and the academic librarian (Playback time: 81 minutes)

B native WMA audiorecording about copyright and the academic
[ibrarian (12 MEB file; playback time of 81 minutes)

B converted MP3 audiorecording about copyright and the academic
[ibrarian (32.3 MB file; playback time of 81 minutes)



