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FROm THE EDITORS 
Femin is t  scho la rs  face  a problem common t o  a l l  who would do research  on s o c i e t y ' s  
powerless: t h e  i n v i s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  sub jec t .  Th is  o f f i c e  has r e c e n t l y  been 
reminded o f  t h i s  problem, even more f o r c e f u l l y  than usual ,  i n  our  e f f o r t s  t o  
rev iew e x i s t i n g  resources on La Chicana. Some examples: (1 ) I n  t h e  main pub1 i c  
c a t a l o g  f o r  t h e  UW-Madison campus, we found a t o t a l  o f  one ca rd  under t h e  heading, 
"Women--Mexican-American" ; s i x  cards under t h e  heading, "Mexican-American Womenn ; 
and no cross-references from Chicano(a). ( 2 )  Two key sources f o r  w r i t i n g s  on 
Chicanas--6NCUENTRO FEMENIL, t h e  f i r s t  "second wave" Chicana j o u r n a l ,  and 
REGENERACION-- have a l r e a d y  ceased p u b l i c a t i o n .  The former was never acqu i red  
b y  t h e  Madison campus. (3 )  Impor tan t  sources n o t  h e l d  by UW-Madison were f o r  t h e  
most p a r t  a l s o  u n a v a i l a b l e  f rom t h e  many Wisconsin and Minnesota l i b r a r i e s  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  Wisconsin I n t e r 1  i b r a r y  Loan Serv ice.  (4 )  We found severa l  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  l i s t e d  as a v a i l a b l e  by a September 1978 Women's Educat ional  E q u i t y  
Communications Network p u b l i c a t i o n ,  "Hispanic  Women and Education," t o  be a l r e a d y  
o u t  o f  p r i n t .  S i m i l a r l y ,  severa l  o rgan i ca t i ons  l i s t e d  by t h e  same source were 
"ou t  of  business'' o r  f a i l e d  t o  respond t o  ou r  i n q u i r i e s .  

The l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  does e x i s t  i s  thus w i d e l y  s c a t t e d d  and hard t o  o b t a i n .  
What i s  more, t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  b a r e l y  scratches t h e  sur face  o f  Chicana h i s t o r y .  
I n  an impor tan t  1977 rev iew o f  t h e  l i t e r a u t r e ,  J u d i t h  Sweeney no ted  t h e  need 
f o r  "a good syn thes is  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Chicana" ("Chicana H i s t o r y :  A 
Review o f  t h e  L i t e r a t u r e , "  i n  ESSAYS ON LA MUJER ed. by Rosaura Sanchez and Rosa 
Mar t inez  Cruz; U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Los Angeles, Chicano Studies Center, 
1977).  I t i s  s a t i s f y i n g  t o  be a b l e  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  i n  t h e  i n t e r i m  we have come 
t h a t  f a r ,  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Martha Cotera 's  DIOSA Y HEMBRA: m E  HISTORY 
AND HERITAGE OF CHLCANAS I N  THE U. S. ( I n fo rma t i on  Systems Development, 
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11 00 E. 8th  S t . ,  Austin, TX 78702) and LA CHICANA by A1 fredo Mrandg and 
Evangelina EnrTquez (Universi ty of Chicago Press, 1979). And yet  each of these  
i s  a synthesis  of primarily secondary source mater ia l ,  revealing t h a t  Chicana 
social  h is tory  remains t o  be written--a formidable task.  The recent landmark 
publ i c a t i on ,  WCMEN'S HISTORY SOURCES (see  a r t i c l e ,  page 4 ) ,  1 i s t s  on1 y 19 
e n t r i e s  on Hexican Americans, and only e ight  of these have an exclusive Mexican- 
American focus. 

Sources must ex i s t .  B u t  jus t  a s  w i t h  the materials  of Anglo women's h is tory  
or black his tory ,  these sources will remain inv i s ib le  un t i l  we be t te r  acquaint 
ourselves w i t h  t h e  contours of Chicana his tory  and learn the  relevant questions 
t o  ask. 

(F!ote: an extensive bib1 iography on'La Chicana will soon be ava i lab le  from the  
o f f i c e  of t he  Women' s Studies L i  brarian-at-Large. ) 

THE NEW SCHOLARSHIP: 
FIVE YEARS OF REVlEUJ ESSAYS IN SIGNS - 
Since i t s  f i r s t  i ssue i n  autumn, 1975, Siqns: Journal of Women i n  Culture 
and Society has published consisent ly  f ine  feminist  scholarship.  I t  has a l so  
he1 ped t o  nurture the  in te rd i sc ip l  inary c ross - fe r t i l  iza t ion so essent ia l  t o  women's 
s tud ies  by continuin4 t o  pub1 i sh  a r t i c l  e s  from every f i e l d .  Part icular1 y 
valuable i n  t h i s  respect  i s  the  regular feature  e n t i t l e d ,  "The New Scholarship: 
Review Essays." In i t s  first f i ve  years,  Si ns has publ ished a r t i c l e s  surveying 
a l l  of the  following research areas:  abort  P on, anthropology, a rch i tec tu re ,  
a r t ,  audio-visual material s ,  biography, c l a s s i c s ,  economics, education, h is tory ,  
housework, language, Latin America, 1 i brarianship,  1 i t e r a tu r e ,  management, 
mass media, medicine, men, nursing, philosophy, physical education, po l i t i c a l  
science,  psychology, rape, re1 igion,  science, sex ro l e s ,  sociology, widowhood, 
and w o r k .  In several of  these  a reas ,  Signs has published two t o  four d i f f e r en t  
review essays. A complete l i s t  o f  c i t a t i o n s  i s  avai lable  on request  from the  
o f f ice  of the  Women's Studies Librarian-at-Large. 

NEWS FROM U.W.-STEVENS POINT 
Women.' s Studies f a c u 1 . t ~  and students a r e  f inding the new handbook, Methods 
And Materials For Research In Women's Studies, enormously useful .  The 93- 
page (single-spaced) bibliography l i s t s  books, documents, per iodicals ,  and 
non-print-media avai lable  i n  t h i s  1 i brary dealing w i t h  women. The bibliography 
was completed l a s t  summer by A1 i ce  Randlett. A 1 imited number of f r e e  copies is  
s t i l l  avai lable .  KO one claims t o  have read a l l  the  books a s  y e t ,  

The \!omen's Studies Student Association formed l a s t  f a l l  i s  going strong.  
Cindy Van Vreede and Nancy Severtson were the guests fo r  the student interview 
program, "Two-Way Radio", on February 18. The WSSA sponsored a s a l e  of 
feminist books during the week of March 3-7. 
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f lo  Kennedy and Coretta Scott King were the speakers 
Coal i t i on ' s  Black HI story Meek, February 25-29. 

Steve Pistono of the History Department has proposed 

d u r i n g  UW-SP' s Black Student 

a new course: Women In 
European History. The course will be offered for the f i r s t  time th is  summer 
d u r i n g  the interim period. I t ' s  a l ike ly  addition to the expanding number of 
courses which count toward the Women's Studies minor. 

Joan McAul i f f e ,  Women's Studies Coordinator, i s  s t i l l  trying to see the top 
of her desk. She helped to  line-up l ibrary  exhibits, banners, and the l ike  for 
National Women's History Week. The event should he1 p provide pub1 i c i t y  for 
Women's Studies. We do exist.  A1 ice Rand1 e t t  d Joan MCAUI i f f e  

STUDIES DIRECTORY 

The new 7979-80 Women!s Studies Directory 1 i s t s  women's studies administrators 
and contact persons, comit tees,  programs, and courses for the Ubl-System. For 
a copy, contact: Karen Merritt, 1620 Van Hise Hall, 1220 Linden Drive, Madison, 
WI 53706, (€08) 262-5851. 

PENNIES AND PINAFORES-WOmEN AND WORK 
IN UISCONSIN: A PHOTO HISTORY 
From pinfeather pluckers to  1 umbermil 1 workers, Wisconsin women's work history 
has been documented in a photography exhibit developed by Barbara Morford, 
UW-Extension, School for Workers, Madison. Three years ago while doing research 
for the forthcoming book, WISCORSIN MADE: A STATE LABOR HISTORY, Morford 
encountered the str iking lack of attention to  women's history. Her search for 
information revealed photographs which explored a wide range of women's work 
experiences from the 1880's t o  1930. Scenes of sorting peas in Onalaska, 
set t ing type in DePere, spinning wool i n  Black Wolf, and boiling soft  soap 
in Oshkosh were collected from individuals, l ibrar ies ,  museums, industries and 
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. A s l ide  presentation based on the 
photo coll ection i s  available from project director; Barbara Morford, UU- 
Extension, School for Workers, 701 Park Regent Building, 1 South Park St ree t ,  
Madison, WI 53706, (608) 262-21 11. 

CONTRIBUTIONS INVITED 
We invite a l l  our readers t o  consider contributing to  Feminist Collections. 
Articles on women's studies ac t iv i t i e s  in the s ta te ,  feminist coll ection 
development, issues affecting women i n  l ib ra r i es ,  summarfes of on-going or 
compl eted women ' s studies research, book reviews, 1 etters--any of these woul d 
be welcome and would help to establish the state-wide communication network 
we are working toward. Send contributions to: Women's Studies Librarian-at- 
Large, 11 2A Memorial Library, 728 State Street,  Madison, \I1 '53706. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Nomen's H i s t o r y  Sources; A Guide t o  Archives and Manuscript Co l lec t ions i n  the  
United States, ed i ted by Andrea Hinding. New York: R.R. Bowker, 1979. 2 vols., 
$1 75 -00. LC 78-1 5634. ISBN 0-8352-1 1  03-7. 

Women's H i s t o r y  Sources, conta in ing descr ip t ions o f  18,026 co l l ec t i ons  i n  1,586 
repos i t o r i es  and arranged geographical ly  by s t a te  and c i t y ,  i s  the r e s u l t  o f  a  
nationwide survey conducted by the Social We1 f a re  H i  s t o r y  Archives a t  t h e  
Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Minnesota from 1975 t o  1979. The purpose o f  the  survey has been 
t o  uncover archives and manuscript repos i to r ies  f o r  co l l ec t i ons  o f  unpublished 
(o r  pr imary) sources per ta in ing  t o  the  h i s t o r y  o f  women i n  the United States 
from co lon ia l  t imes t o  the  present. The basic c r i t e r i o n  f o r  i n c l us i on  i s  t h a t  
" the c o l l e c t i o n s  conta in  mater ia l  by o r  about women's 1  i ves  o r  ro les."  Most 
c o l l e c t i o n s  f a l l  i n t o  the  fo l l ow ing  categor ies:  papers o f  an i nd i v i dua l  woman; 
records of women's organizat ions; records of  an organizat ion,  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  
movement i n  which women played a  s i g n i f i c a n t  but no t  exclusive part; records 
o f  an organizat ion,  i h s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  movement t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f fec ted  women; 
groups o f  mate r ia l s  assembled by a  c o l l e c t o r  o r  r epos i t o r y  around a  theme o r  
type o f  record t h a t  r e l a t e s  t o  women; papers o f  a  fami l y  ( i n  which the re  are 
papers o f  female members); c o l l  ect ions w i t h  ' hidden' women ( c o l l  ect ions t h a t  
conta in  s i g n i f i c a n t  o r  extensive mater ia l  about women but whose t i t l e s  o r  main 
emphases do no t  i nd i ca te  the  presence o f  such mater ia l  ) .  

Women's H i s t o r y  Sources i s  arranged i n  two volumes. I n  Volume I e n t r i e s  a re  
l i s t e d  a l phabe t i ca l l y  by s t a t e  and c i t y ,  and w i t h i n  c i t i e s ,  by i n s t i t u t i o n  and/or 
repos i to ry ,  and c o l l  ec t i on  t i t l e .  Volume 1 a1 so inc ludes an a lphabet ica l  1  i s t ,  
w i t h  complete name and address, o f  each con t r i bu t i ng  repos i to ry  whose holdings 
a re  represented i n  the  book. Volume 11, the index, provides name, subject,  and 
geographic access t o  in format ion i n  the  co l l ec t i ons .  

This d i r e c t o r y  o f  a rch iva l  and manuscript holdings i s  one o f  the  most important  
reference books t o  be publ ished i n  women's studies. Every l i b r a r y  which 
supports research i n  women's studies should add t h i s  t i t l e  t o  the reference 
col  1  ect ion.  

Sloan, Ethe l .  Bio logy o f  Uomen. Yew York: John Wiley and Sons, 1980. 544 pp. 
$15.95. 

This book i s  an excel lent ,  comprehensive, h i gh l y  readable discussion o f  female 
b io logy and women's hea l th  concerns, presented w i  thout  t a l k i n g  down t o  readers. 
Unl i ke several o ther  recent  books covering s i m i l a r  subject  matter, Bio logy o f  
Women does no t  avoid t h e  issues o f  sex r o l e  stereotyping; sexism i n  the medical - 
profession, and the  women's hea l th  movement. The author takes a  consumer- 
or iented approach t o  medical care, ,,cosmetics. use, and geneml heal t h and 
hygiene. The in fwrnat fon presented i s  h igh ly  up-to-date, w i th  exce l len t  end- 
of-chapter  b i  bl  iographies. The book i s  a t t r a c t i v e ,  wel l  -designed, and s t u r d i l y  
bound. 

Ethel Sloane wrote Bio logy of 'Jlomen because no adequate textbook ex is ted for  
the course she teaches on t h i s  subject  i n  the UW-Milwaukee Zoology Department. 
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I t  i s  much more, however, than just another undergraduate textbook. As stated 
by the author, 

My intention has been to write a book that can be meaningful 
to any woman a t  different times of her l i f e ,  one that  any woman 
can share w i t h  her mother, her friend, her husband. I t  i s  
exactly th i s  sharing of knowledge which i s  so very important to 
the women's movement today -- women w i t h  peer women, women and 
the generation of women who gave birth to them, women and men, 
and most certain1 y, women and their daughters. 

I recornend Bioloqy o hout qua1 ification, t o  a l l  1 i brarie 
readers. 

Edf Bjorkl und 
Golda Meir Library 
University of Wisconsin-ffilwau 

F Eml NlST PERIODICRCS: 
R BRIEF ANNOTRTED BlBLlOGRRPHY 
Feinberg, Renee and Susan Vaughn. "Feminist Publ ishing--An Exploration ,I' 

LIBRARY JOURNAL, v.101, 11.11 (June 1 ,  1976) 1263-1265. This essay 
describes the results of a survey with 33 presses responding t o  
questions on how the presses viewed themselves i n  terms of thei r  
relationship to the women's movement. Relationships between feminist 
presses and libraries--e.g., problems w i t h  e r ra t ic  business practices, 
marketing and d i s t r l  bution problems--are discussed. A 1 i s t  of 43 
feminist presses, journals, and one distributor of feminist materials 
i s  included. 

"Feminist Publ ishing," CHRYSALIS, no.2- , 1977- . A regular feature 
since 1977, th is  column contains a short essay on feminist publishing, 
plus a catalog of feminist presses which highlights the major events 
i n  each press's history and which also includes an annotated l i s t ing  
of the press's current offerings. Coverage encompasses presses from 
North America, foreign feminist presses, magazine and journal pu bl ishing, 
and sel f-pub1 ishfng. 

Mather, Anne. "A History o f  Feminist Periodicals," JOURNALISM HISTORY, 
Part I ,  v.1, n.3 (Autumn 1974), 82-85; Part 11, v.1, n.4 (Winter 
1974-75) 108-111; Part 111, v.2,  n.1 (Spring 1975) 19-23, 31. This 
a r t i c l e  presents a history of a1 ternate o r  anti-establ ishment publ ications 
publ i shed by the women's 1 i beration movement, The author discusses 
feminist magazines from the f i r s t  periodical publ ished for women i n  
1792, ME LADY'S MAGAZINE, to MS., 1972. The trends, editorial 
emphases, and characteristics o f  feminist periodical publ ishing are 
surveyed. 
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Stineman, Esther. 'IIssues i n  Women1 s Studies Collection Development ," 
COLLECTION BUILDING, v.1, n.2 (1979) 57-76. The author, former 
Women's Studies Li brarian-at-Large, UW-System, relates 
problems and methods involved in collecting feminist materials for 
1 i braries--e.g., censorship of lesbian materials and lack of publ ished 
information about minority women. The ar t ic le  includes a bib1 iography 
of recommended reference and periodical sources to support women's 
studies. This bibliography i s  based on llBasic Reference and Periodical 
Resources t o  Support Women ' s Studies : A Recommended List" publ ished 
by the Women's Studies Librarian-at-Large, October 1 ,  1978. 

Tracy, Joan I .  "Feminist Periodicals: An Annotated Bi bl iography of Current 
Pub1 ications ," THE SERIALS LIBRARIAN, v .3, n.4 (Summer 1979) 387-405. 
This b i  bl iography of 91 currently publ ished feminist periodicals ranges 
from the AAUW JOURNAL to MS. and CHOMO-URI. Each annotation includes 
the t i t l e  and subti t le of the periodical, beginning date of publ ication, 
frequency, TSSN, Library of Congress card number o r  serials data base 
number, indexing of the periodical , address of the publ isher, 
subscription prices, microform publisher, annotation, and recommendation 
of reviewer Bill Katz. 


