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ABSTRACT

A Brief History of the La Crosse County School of Agriculture
and Qémes%ic Science is a seminar payerawrl+?en as partial fulfiliment
of the reguirements for a masters degree at Wisconsin State Unlversity
at La Crosse between the suﬁmer of 1964 and the summer of {965.

The Le Crosse County School of Agriculfure and Domestic Science
jocated in Onataska, Wisgonsin, was bpéned in 1909 and closed in 1925,
The school was the fifth of its kind In the state of Wisconsin. Speclai
instruction in agriculture and domestic science aimed at educating young
men and women for Intelligent and profitable living was the primary
objective of the school. A number of courses including a Two-year
course, & four-year course, @ one-year course and several special
short courses and extension werk were provided Yo accomplish these
objectives, A fotal of two hundreé‘and sixty-nine students graduated
during the sixteen year history., Tultion was free Yo all La Crosse
County residents. Six regulsr ?eaéhers and onc principal made up
+he entire school faculty. The number of students ranged from one
hundred and fTiftty-seven duriﬁg the first year to a low of forty-nine
during the 1917-1918 school year, A failure fo enrcll a sufficient
number of students was the primary reason for closing In 1925,

This is the first written history of the institution. Through an
investigation of school publications, county newspapers and microfiim,
County Board Proceedings, in addition to personal Interviews with former

students of the school this briefvhis?ory was written.



PREFACE

To ?hé bésf éf the wri?er's know&eége, this fs the only
wrt*?eﬂ hls?cricai accaun+ of the La Crosse Ceunfy Schoal of Agracui?ure
and ﬁom stic Fcanomy. Par?iaily, ?his was ?he motivational forge which
stimuiated The invesfigation ?ha?'uifima?e:y resuifed in the fc!iowing
accounts and descrigfion cf the schcol. it %5 hoped that through ?his
account, the reader wi!t sharﬁ wi*h fhe au?hor a grea?er appreciation
6f the ﬁer:?aﬂe aeianging o te Crosse County,

| This seminar paper is & brief history of one La Crosse County
Vinsﬁi‘u’%’ian. many’nam_es ané amucing deversions were omitted In an
attempt to provide a mére orderly 5e§uence, Forty years ha§e elapsed
since the closing of the school and during that time records were
’ios? and isv;ng memories have grown obscure. |

¥ith ?he re%a?iveiy short periad of time recorded, greater
‘éeféis, organization and ?herefore_clari?y is achieved by using &
éhronolegicai rather than a ?opica!barrangemen?. At the termination
of each five yeaf éerfod 3 brief sﬁmmé?ion paragraph is'infended ?o
%end tn?ergrefafions and 9erspec?avs fo the history of the schcai.

The informafion used in This accoun? was aaqutred ?hrough The
use of schcoi annuals and ca?a!ogs, news paper ar?ic!es, County Bcard
precemdsn 1S, and tnferviews wi?h %eca! el?izens. ﬂeknow!edgemen? of
?hese editors can be SGca?eé in ?he foo?nofes and Bibliaqraphy. |
Par?;cu%ar rra???ude Is due ?0 mr. Ernesf 0??0, aa aufhori?y on
Gnagaska hts?qry, and Mr. Edwin Berg, a member of the 1911 Agricultural

School graguation class %ar their colorful verbal deseriptions of the



school, For constructive and helpful advice concerning the entire
history the writer is indebted to Dr. George Gllkey, professor of

history &%'%iscénsin State University at La Crosse.
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CHAPTER 1§
FORMATION AND CORGANIZATION

Gefore the turn of the century schools of agriculture and domestic
econumy, &t The secondary schoui level, were non-existent in the state
of disconsin, Seeing The need for agricultural training at this high
schozl devel, the Stefe Superintendent of Schocls recommended To the
State Legislature that two such schools be established on an experimental
_ basis, in 150
established in Dunn County and Marathon County. The Marathon County
school opened first fotlowed closely by the Duan Counfy institution,
%innebagé and Marinette Counties estabiished schools of agriculture and
domestic science between 1902~i906, The school erected in La Crosse
County at Onalaska in 1809 was the $ifth of its kind in the state of
'@%isconsin.3

A group of farmers in the West Selem area provided the
establishing impetus for the iLa Crosse County School of Agriculture
and Domestic Economy, On December 27, 1807, county supervisor
Hulber; of West Selem pe?ifiaﬂed the County Board of Supervisors to
estasiish an agricuitural schocl. A committee headed by supervisor
W. F. Ssker visited the four schocls in existences The committee

advised The pcard to estatlish a school., On March 26, 1908,

$ . -
‘orocesdings of the ia Crosse County Board of Supervisors, 1908,

P SZ.



2
the La Crosse County Boerd of Supervisors voted in favor of establishing
a La Crosse County School of Agricuiture and Domestic Economy.2

On April 29, 1908, the committee advertised in several La Crosse

Couniy newspopers for possible locations from *he interested cities,
towns and villages. The commitiee visited sites offefeé‘by dest Salem,
Onalaska and Bangor bﬁ? no finai decision could be reached., The three
communities Then engaged in verbal struggie for the right To build the
school on their site.>

The Unslaska proposail included an opticn on thirty-four acres

of land on The southern city limits. According to the Citizens
Progressive Association headed by F, D, Shane, F. L, Alken and
T. G».. & 5 g’-ﬁ‘&ﬁ; .

I+ iz 2 beautlful location overlooking La Crosse, sufficient
area for experimental work and plenty left well suited for an
athietic field or other purposes, The location is accessible
to both city and county. The site will be offered free if the
school is bullt there. The close proximity to the raiirocad
tracks would be a#?rac?ive in reducing cos?s of construction
matertais,”

The West Salem commitiee proposed To donate the east ten acres

of the County Fair Grounds, The West Salem committee including

S. W, Beown, 5; W. Dudiey and F. H, A. Nye felt the agricultural school

21n s Po D3,

34 News item in the La Crosse County Record, April 31, 1908 ,




was originally their ides and therefore the school should rightily
belong in West Salem,

We are the central most spot in the county and Therefore
casiiy eccessibie to the greater form populations. Among owr
many odvantages Ifnclude: fine blagck loam soils, sscond largest
creamery in the stele, and a stable and other fera bulldings
alroady .on the site,?

| The Village of Bangor offered five possible sites fgr‘%he
focaticn of the school, The Commercial Club of Bangor, headed by
supervisor R, W, Davis, promised to extend the water mains éné lay
gemant s%de%wa%ks tc any of the eighteen atre plots. A sum of forty=
five hundred dollars provided for partial costs of construction,

The competitive atmosphere which surrounded the struggle for the

schoo! site can be seen in editoriais and letters to the editor of
county nowspapers of the dav,

A rousing session was held today at the county supervisor's
chambers in ‘the county court house by the committee of super=
visors and supporters of the agricultural school from West
Saien, Bongor and Onaloska, Onalaska had the largest represen=
tation at the meeting, byt Bangor and West Salem will swarm in
this afterncon, One fact that was developed this morning was
t+hat Onalaska hes the largest canning factory in the state,
Among the Onalaska visitors that were on hand to make a strong
bid for the agriculture school site were: Mayor Herman Rahn,
President Shane of the Gedney Plckie YWorks, Treasurer J. W.
Daiton, Messers. Sjolander, Dr, Lester, Aldrich and supervisor
Moors and ex-assembliyman L, B, Cox., A strong fight is ¥o be
waced for West Salem and ¥t is the general o@iﬂign around the
court house that West Salem wiil get the school,

The Saturday board mesting adjourned before any decision

could ve reached, With Bangor all but eliminsted, Onalaska and

*inid., p. 13,

%La Cresse Tribune, April 17, 1508,



West Salem continued the struggle for another week,

The Caun?y Board of Supervisors selected Onalaska as the school

s

‘site at a speciel session on April 29, 1208, By a sale of fifty one
thousand dollar bonds sufficient funds could be raised. The bonds

wou I d pay five per cent per year oa the face vaiue until %hey came due
in ten veazrs, Two county newspapers advertised ?he‘bond saie to be
handled by’?heféounfy treasurer, On April 30, 1908, the Ways and Means

Commitiee recommended passage of the bond issue, A school board of

two was also elected on this day consisting of Mr. J. L, Pettengiil

and Mr, F, |, Bolle, A buitéing committee was appointed and authorized
7

Yo proceéd with the erection of the school and purchase of equipment,

This was a most exciting day for Onalaska when their city was
awardedvfha‘acun?y Agricu%?urai School on the third formal ballot.
The vote went as follows: Onalaska, nineteen, WesT Salem, seventeen,
Bangor, one, Upon the announcement of the final vote a burst of
enthusiasm ceme from the Onalasks delegation,

The news of Cnalaska's victory was received here socon after
four o'clock and all the bells in the city were soon put
intc motion., Young ladiss and school girls soon formed a
broos brigéde and marched through the principal streets hearld-
ing gla¢ news. Young men on horseback, followed by & group of
youngsters mace nerry muwzc with jingling bells, ftooting horas,
ssating on pans and drums or whatever they could do to add to the
excitement and commotion. The various brigades met the evening
passenger train, pringing home the delegation of men who went to
La Crosse o be present forthe balloting, The din and clatter
‘of velis, shouts and ye i1s of school children and youth in every




eoncelivable menner of making nolse was kept up for over two hours
until supper. In the evening nearly the whole city furned out.
The Onolzske bend and Berg's Cadet's formed at City Hail and
folliowed by a crowd, wmarched through the prinaip&e strects,
stopping to serenade at business places, the mayor's home and
cther leading citizens' homes. Fireworks, bonfires, gun salutes,
the singing of the national anthem and other songs. ggve evidence
of @naiaska’s proud pteasnre over ?heir aquisifnaa.

On Juna B, tsﬁa, Yhe Caun?y Bmard adver?(seﬁ fnr p!ans and
sketches for the mms. The cost of 'i'he bui tding was w;» to exceed
thirty=five +h0usaﬂﬁ dc!lars. The &oaré acﬁep?eé pl3ﬁ$ subm:??eﬁ hy
+he archt?ec?arai farm. Park;nsaa aaé 3cekenﬁerff mf La eresse. On
Juiy 22, 1908, the Gsan?y Bmard asvar#iseﬁ for bids on *he construction
of The &uxiding aceardtag fa ptanﬁ aad syecif%sa*ions. The firs?‘
b}dﬁtnj was deemed too high and on ﬁugus? 2?; !968, a sim:!iar
advertisement a:rauia%ed in the neuspapers ef ?he s?a?e. The contract
éveﬂvuaiiy went to fhe Ma}es?ic Cﬂnsfrus?iaﬂ Eempaﬂy af Miiw&ukee on
the basis of ?h@ir iaw b&é The MaJes?:c workers began ground
excavations immedia?eiy.

in éanuary, 1909, the La Crosse ﬂaunfy Schoai of Agriculture
and Domestie Eﬁcnmmy Board of £duca$ieu hired Mr. A. A. Johnson, with
a Bachelor of 5¢iencﬁ‘ﬁegree from the University of Misaénsin a2t Madison,
as the schooci's ffra% principal. Acgording fo Mr. Edwin Berg, whose

tather was influential in scquiring the schoot fmrnena!a$ka, and who was




among those in the first gréﬁua?ing ctass,i“ﬂr. Johnzon was & man of
exceptionally fine character and ex%rameiy we!l suited for fhe
_organizing of @ school.” w0 | | } S

October fourth margeﬁfthe~e¥f3¢ia!‘§paniag éf'§h§'saﬁaat for
f¢1&saes._ ?hé:sﬁﬁadirxas aﬂvérfiée@ as'aeiag‘aﬁ$p£§*e§y'€ree to La
[érasseaauﬁfy re§§éents, ‘Those wishing tc rent textbooks paid a
rentai fes o%,f@a;égilarsgﬁ fh?’schnoiffarnisﬁed:?ﬁé'gquipméa# used in
&hgi;a@eraiéry¢)'Saard aﬂﬁ_ré¢m }a the city ﬁauié'bé an added expense
to 5§u§&n?3'ﬂgab!e to ;gmma?Q;%‘ |

The school had besn running only a week when the attendence

jumped from 118 on the first day %o 138 on Ogtober tenth, The school's
siz faculty members complained of their large classes and general lack
of equipment, Practically all of the students resided within the
county of La Crosse. During this first year of the schooi, the County
Super intendent reported thet:

The school was @ national leader of similar institutions.
Yisitors from all over the country came to seek knowledge of the
administration and buiiding of such a school. The total enroil~
meat of the school for the first year, 1909«1910, was 157 with a
average daily attendance of 120, ?hcg was the best showing of
any agriculture school in the siafe,

The object of the schoot was to giV$ special instruction in

agriculture snd domestic acemmmy aimed to educate young men and women

for good citizenship and inteliigent, praﬁi%abie'!iving. The courses

?ﬁéfa#emenf'by M, Edwin Berg, Personal interview,

“lyews Ttem from the La Crosse County Record, October 21, 1909,




contained a minimum of theoretical meterial. Instructions enabled
students o see the application of the work pursued so that they could
make immediste use of their training, ODuring the first four vears the

school offersd only a two-year ceourse, Because additional courses

besides agriculture and domestic science were taught, the two-year

gradustes roceived credit for two years of regular high school work, 12

Among The subjects teught or offered as of August, 1910 were the follow=
ing:

Dairy husbandry, soils, stock judging, cerpentering, military
drill, physical training, social culture, cooking, free-hand draw-
ing, houschold chemistry, sewing, food study, arithmetic, elementary
physics, English, spelling, dairy, bactericlogy, gescline engines,
mechanical drewing, bookkeeping, laundry, neediewerk, textiles,
blacksmithing, concrete construction, fertilizers, physiology,
hygiens, mililinery, drainage, farm machinery, botany, vegetable
gardening, farm crops, pipe~fitting, principles of breeding,
bui tding plans, horticulture, physical geography, woodwork, felt
{acing, drefting, power machinery, rope splicing, drylng and
curing meat, U. $. history, babbiting, feeds, seed germination,
soldering, civies, dietry, food adulteration, home nursing, birds
and insects, business forms, field agriculture, home decoration and
misic given dally. 14

School began dalily at 8:45 AM. when the pdp%ts congregated in
the large assembly hall. Singing patriotic songs initiated each day in
the assembly ha}}., The classes were divided into f@c*y~f§ve;mihufe periods,
After the ncon‘hcur the student again réfurned fc the assamhiy hatl for
fifteen minutes of singing éf‘a?her aé#ivi#ies such as a guest speaker,

Physical culfure, mititary drilt or band practice constituted the last

!SWMW Schoot of Aari

1914~1815 Cetalod, p. 4.

Fows item from the La Crosse County Record, August 12, 1910,




pericd, from 345 to 4415 P.M. A football team was also organized with
Mr. Johnson as the coach,!? |
in order to gain entrance to the La Grcsse County School of
agrxcuifure and Domestic Economy and to par?ic:pafe in the regular
courses, cortain requirements had to be fulfilled. According to a school
catalog some of the reéuirem@n?s weres

Students should be at lsast fourteen years of age.

S¥udents must be of good moral character and in good health.

Holders of eighth grade diplomas or certificates will be admitted
without examination,

Students that have completed an eighth graée education in rural
schools and cthers who have done eguivalent work in other schools
will be admitted upon presentation of work records,

ﬁspphmms that have had only & part of the work and wish Yo

graduate may make wp the back work,

'*fueﬁﬁ?ﬁ having completed @ high schoo! course uait be given
credit as far as it will apply on the courses,

Students under fourteen years of age may be admitted if thought
advisable by the principal and parents, €

Before i9£4 thaere existed only one course of study avaliable for
all students, This single two.year program aropésed to give young men
and women 8 genérai knowledge of agricultural and domestic sciences,

An eniargaMQn? in the curriculum in ié&é provided a four-year prcgfam,

a one-year course for the high school graduvate, and & special short
course planned to meet the needs of those students who wished only a

- brief study of a parfisutar'subjec? The yvoung farmers usually enrotled

in this course dnring the winter months while farming was at a s?aads?i!l.t7

ﬁn 1:36

ﬁf;f'ﬁt;~?9i4'%5, p. 18,



This increesed scope gave the school additional drawing power.

in addition to the general course work offered et the school, an
extension program offered reached the farmers at home., Farmers would
send ingquiries fo the school concerning their everyday péebiems such as
palancing dairv retions, spreying fruit trees, testing seed corn,
construction of silos, use of lime rock, how To instell a ventilating
system for barns and so on. The school Instructors and students |
visited county farms upon ?ha‘awﬁer‘S‘reques% to treat graln for smut,
plan drainzges systems, test scils, or any matter where the school could
help the fermer. The extensicn service held meetings in nzarly every
rural community in the county during the winter, The instructors of
the school cave demonstrations and led discussions on a variety of
fopics of interest to the farmers, The farmer epparently appreciated

this aspect of the schooi,'®




CHAPTER 11

SEQUENTIAL DEVELOPMENT
‘Because the cost far,fh% first year was estimated primarily by
. guess; and %ecaﬁse of the partially equipped bui!&fng, the jarger than
anficiéafeé»af?énﬂance'and'rSSing cosfs, the first year resulted in a
deficit. The excess expenditures occurred chiefly in connection with
these three items; addition to the building, equipment for the Manual
Training and Domestic Economy Depariments and fuel for a very coid
winter. This paper includes a finencial account of the school et
five intervals found In the Appendix}. The estimates for the first
vear anc The actual expenditures can be,éeen there in detail.?

The second school year began Uctober 3, i9£0,‘wf?h a staff of
six feaﬁh@rs in charge, The enrol iment ?aiiied six less than the
previcus year, . During the year The grounds were improved, with The
: purch&éé of new éqqipmenf and the erection of a co@b?néé stock judging

pavittion zng barn, "With & grest deal of re%ucfance,"3 the Céun?y

Board of ﬁdaca?ien.acéeafeé the resignation of the s«héoi principal,
‘Mr. A. A. Johnson. The Board hired Mr. Frank Balmer, a graduate of
the Bniveréi%y offﬁaﬁsasg as his reptacemen? +o begin active duty on

August t, 1911, ther facuity members for the year were P. L. Johnsrud,

iApgenéix B, Novémber,‘igzﬂ, page 47.

Pe 15,

“News item from ;gkgrgsse County Record, March 25, i9il.
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Miss B, F, Burnham, Miss F, M. Sutherland, Miss R. J. Reynolds and Mr,
We Spreiter, A financial ‘statement for the year showed 2 balance of
twenty~five hundred dollars as opposed to the deficit accrued in 1910,

A.?he s¢hcm4 year 1911~1912 showed considerably less attendance
than during the previous fwo years,  Although the attendance dropped
to eighty-three puplis the County School Board regarded the year's
work as satisfactory,

~ The ebility of These fewer students is greater than in $he

past, More time can be aiia?eé far recitation ané ind:viéuat
work is now possible S \ .

‘ qu w. Ce¢ Morris, a graduste from the University of Yisconsin,
replacad Mr, P, L. Johnsrud as the only faculty change besides the
principal, Excellent crops of corn and oais were raised on the school
farm, Successful experiments were also being made with alfalfa. On
May 12, 1912, Principel Bolmer addressed the La Crosse County Board of
Supervisors relative to the necessity of parﬂhasing stock and farm
Implements for use at the Agricultural School, His requests were
granted and by June I, 1912, the school had purchased a pair of horses,
one cow and a calf, Six more cows and several calves were or dered in
+ime for the school's opening in October.?

The Agriculturatl Extension work of ‘the school during 1941=1912

*ibid., 1912, p. 34,
Dm-: P 53,
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came ¢ be & very lmportant and valuable part of the work done by the
school, ﬁvan3~fhe year's ac:cmpiishmenfs-inciuﬁed nine farmer's
in@?; utes held ¥n various parts of the coun?y. Giving plans for the
cans?ruc:s&n of sr!os and Lara,,anﬁ cen?as?s for sewing and corn grww~,
ing consti :u?ed aagcaé des! of ?tme:and‘effor? Varlous demans%ra?ions
made on county farmt reaui%ed in frequen? corsulfa?ion for expert
opinions c@acetning insects, soil fertilitv, animal dssease& and many
other ?cpics,é o - | | |

A schood cens&s for the vear 1912«19213 showed one less student
than the previous yeér. The Board of Education reported that the
students in attendance were of anusuatfy high in?e%iigence~and.gave
two reascons for the decline in aitendance.

| it is difficult to get hired work on the farms and therefore
parents are unwiiling to let their children go off Yo schools
&eafiy every high schcoi‘in ?hg s?a?e,is'nou‘a?#E@p?tng 59me
- of The work carried on by the Coanfy Agrfcui?ure Schools.

%any caunfy farmers received assis?ance from the mgrtaul*urai
School ?hreugh the ex?ensian process durang the !922*!9!3 school year.
Gorresy ocndence, personail visits ?0 the farms, and various mea?sngs

werg some of ?&e means used To carry on extension activities. Plans

for fifteen ferm buridtn S, Tﬁ1n?y draina = SHVVQY5g gorn growing
7 g g

ey

“’%bid,, 39‘2; Pe 54'%

s~

‘lgﬂidaﬂ, igiﬁg p.’ 2%;



13
and sewing contests were provided. Miss Rache! McEldowney, &
graduate of Stout Institute, replaced Miss Sutheriend for the only
faculty bugw;w of- %ne fe¢r.w"

The year 1913-1914 witnessed a érmp in attendance from eighty~iwo
to fifiy-five, One of the most n@?ewgr?hy~i?ems of the year was the
turnover of one~half of The school taculty. Mr. T. H. Campion, a
graduate of the University of %iscanslnvsﬁhcol ef Agfisui?ure, replaced
Mr. Bolmer who resigned as the schcot principal. Mr, H. C. Ferguson,

a graduate of jowa State Saiiege and Miss Eiizahe?h B. Reht, a Stout
State institute greduate, replaced Mr. i. C. Morris and Miss Reynolds
respeciéveéy onr the regéiar school staff. The extension services
wers increased that year with more time available to the staff members
with a decreased class load.®

Schoot year 1214-1915 sho#ed indicetions of progress for the
relatively new schoois A four-year gourse, one for the boys énd one
for the girls, wes added to the regular two-year coufée thch was
cffﬁr@ﬁ-%r@m the begiﬁning‘ According to Principal T. H. Campion,

This curriculum improvement wes brought about in an attempt

~ to compete with the high schools and u%?;ma?e:y reach a more
' efticiont capecity in attendance. 10

Ps La

‘”L%ws item from the Lo _Crosse County Record, August 25, 1914,
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2

Abcut fwenty new studenis egnrclled in the four=year pregram in.

PR

Septemver of {914, bringing the total enroliment to seventy. The
County Boerd of Education still not satisfied with the attencence
instructed Mr. Campion to send out literature from the school o all
the newspepers of the county. Exhibite showing the work of the
school were made at several iocal fairs, #r, Camplon slsc coliected
a list of the names of those students Tﬁa% guaiified by age and frain-
ing and sent them other material advertising the advaniages of the
schood. 't .

it might be well at this Time fo summarize the first half
decade of the school's existences The schoc! grounds had been made
nors atirective through planting gréss, fiowers, frees and general
landscape improvements. The curriculum had been revised To piace The
school in active compefi%écn with most area high schools, Extensive
advertising campaigns were constantly being circulated in an attemp?
to increase the enroliment. The axtension services were proving
their vaiue\%e students and ciunfyvfarmers alike, Despite these
apparent improvements, the enrciliment dropped from one hundred and fitty~
seven o seventy students at The sicse;o? +he §914-1815 school year,
The students from the West Salem and Bangor villages continued
thelr boveott of the school. A degree of discontent among #as? Salem

supervisors could be heard among the County Board of Supervisors despite

the fact that the school cost one thousand dollars less fo operate.
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than it gid five years before, The inability of the school Yo malntein
a faculfy could be interpreted var fous ways., I+ mlight be added here
that wi?ain a six~-year perlcd the school had uhdergone Thirteen faoculty
¢hanges, wi?ﬁ the six teacher faculty. The job of principal had been
occupied by Three different men during this period. Stili there seemed
+o be no question with regard to the continuation of the school after the
first six years, |

The year 1915~i216 brought more additions to fhe course of
studies offered at the schooi. The Board of fducation installed
a course known as the winter short course of twelve weeks duration,
The caursé'began in January and served those students that would be
unable to attend for the full vear, Stiti anofﬁer, @ onewyear Course
for boys and girls that had graduated from high‘éﬁhaot was also
insteiled. Both courses haé several students enrolled but the
attendance still slipped to sixty-eight. The two additions to the
course offering were made wi%héw? any chaage or additions to the fecuity
and the budget balance sheet for the year can be found in the Agpendixs"
The schooi advertised in the newspapers throughout the county its
'&iiiiagaesa to participete in extension activities. A report on the
school extension work included numerous evening meetings in rural
school districts and fermer's homemsker conferences held at the school.
S5ix ong~acre experimental pi@?s‘a¥ alfalfa were sown in six different
towns and help was given to county farmers in stemping out an epidem#c

of hog cholera, A stock judging team, mede up of Agricultural

" %1Append¥x B8, November, 19i5,, p. 49,
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School students was sent to the State Fair. The team won first place
and 4wo hundred dollars in cééh'priies; A pa&% s% the school herd
was sh@gﬁ ot The La Crosse interstate Fair and carried off four first
prlzeszgﬁé Two Seccndé. The school sef a record af Madison in February
for wiﬂain§~%mur champienéhipﬁ, two specials, nine firsts, six éecenés,
five ?hirésﬂ four fourths and one fifth in the corn and grain show,!?

vue émxpar? o +hé:éuccess the school had at these various
exhibits thrcughout the year the County Board apprapriafed two thousand
doilars to tulld a representetive dairy herd. It was felt that if
they puréhaseé a sufficient number of high gradé cows the herd would
soon be on @ self~supporting basis.‘j

Attendence for the school year 1916-1917 dropped to sixty=-five

including sixteen enroiieé in the winter short course., Mr, Campion
assessed the acereditibility and authorization of the school in a news
jtem found in a La Crosse County newspaper.

The school Is dafini?eiy’an»whaf is known as the accredited
list of the State University, That means thet the students
graduating from any of the four-year programs of our school may
enter upon some courses of study at the University and almost
any other college as well, without examination and upon equal
terms with graduates from the ordinary high schools, 4

The year was not without criticism by the County Board of

Supervisors, Superviéer Orrin Fletcher moved that a committee be

appointed Yo investigate the adéisibiii?y of discontinuing the

County Agricultural School, and the establishment of a Bureau of

iﬁ?rg&g@éinag,af the Lo Crosse County Board of Supervisors. 1916
p. 97,

x&&aws item in the Le Crosse County Record, August 24, 1916,
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Agriculture in connection with the Stete and Federal Depariments of
Agriculture, Boerd Chatrmen R, W, Davis apppin?ed suberVisors,?iefcher,
Dawson, and Elstad as an Agricuifarai School Investigating Committee.
On March 5, 1917, the commitiee visited the sehool and Inquired info
the work being done, the attendance at the school and the resulis of
the clessroom work., The commliitee reported that the school faculty
performed well to benefit s?ﬁden%s in attendance, The commitiee
mailed about three hundred letters to The county ?akpayers containing
a questionare concerning The value of the school and the advisability
of closing i+, Out of the 195 replies received, a very large percent-
age favored closing the school., Many still favored the ex?eﬁsicﬁ
work carried on by the school, The committee requested permission for
further investigation to impreve’?he attendance and extension
program and recommended ?h@lachevi be continued for the present, As
a result of this committee, forty per cent of the annual budget was
to be spent for the extension work and the remaining sixty for the
maintenance of the school. The County Board alsc moved that the
secretary of the County Schoé% Board should make a separate report on
the extension services in addition to the annual repcr?; The financial
report showed the school spent §1,185 dollars for extension work. The
following quote taken from Board progeedings might explain thet matter
more adequately.
The past had the extension work and the school so closely
interwoven that It is impossible in all ceses to make a ciear
separation between them. Practically three~fourths of Mr.

Campion's time last year was given to extension work and hence
three~fourths of his satery or eighteen hundred dollars should
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be charged to ?he extensicn account, About three hundred dollars
of Mr. Sprei?er s salary and the sfenographer s salary should go
to this.account, These three.items would increase the extension
by fwenty-four hundred dollars making the ?o#ai ctass Yo thirty-
five hundred dotlars.tS :

‘Nine years after the cpening of the La Crosse County Agri=
cubtural and Domestic Science School the attendance slipped fo an
all time iow of forty=-nine students including sixtesn thet were en~
rolied in the winter short course. The aumber of faculty members
remained at six, Including Mr, L. c,fﬂa?ch, a University of Wisconsin
graduate, who replaced Mr, T. H. eampian as School P%incipai. The’

Jack of farm labor accounted for this sppreciable decline in a%%endance‘
Foltowing America's entry into World War |, farm labor became very
scarce and preper+lona?éiy expensive,

According to a request to continue investigation on the
advisabitity of continuation of the La Crosse County Agriculturat
School, a cmmmi?fea'of>couﬁ%y Supervisors sought expert professional
advice concerning the ma¥fer. In Movember of 1917 the La Crosse
Goﬁn&y Board of Supervisors secured the service of Mr, J, L. ﬁcBrien of
the Federal Bureau of Education under the diréc?icn of Mr. W. P. Claxton.
According fo @ complete report reccrded in the 19181919 Yearbook, Mr,
McBrien spent several days in Unalaske investigating the records of the

school and visiting with county farmers. Mr, McBrien emtitled his

report, "Problems in Attendance.”

p. I3,
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As already stated the only reason to warrant the continuation
of The school in the work for which it was established, is a
targer attendance of students. In the first and second vears of
the school's history, The enrolbiment was 157 and 151 respectively.
in the third year, the attendance dropped to elghi-three; in the
" fourth year to eighty~itwe} in the fifth year to fifty-five; with
an average of about seveanty for the sixth, seventh, eighth and
ainth vears in the life of the school. The enroliment for the
present year was only thirty-seven when | visited the school
Movember elghth, with only twenty=seven present, Since my return
o the office, | have received a letter from Superintendent Hatch,
saying that the enrcliment has now reached forty-three., No doubt
the war condition accounts for a grest measure of the smatl attendance
this year, but in spite of the war, 1 think, with the enrcliment
that is itikely to come with the winter short course, that the
total enrctiment for the school during 1918«1919 will be about
seventy, as it has been for the past three or four years, However,
this is not sufficient aitendance to warrant the continuance of
he school in the work for which it was established., This does
not mean § recommend the discontinuation of the school in the work.
i ¢o wish.to urge upon students, beginning right now, and con=
“inuing untli the schooi is filled to i¥s highest capacity
cormensurate with thorough work. §n my opinion the resources for
students in Le Crosse County are sufficient to give this school,
as soon 88 we reach normal conditlons in the afiver war period,
at ieast fwo hundred bonafide residents in actual attendance within
$ive vears time. | can see no reascn why the annual enroliments
in ¥his school wiil not reach one hundred fifty students within
Yhe next three years. If such a campaign is made, 1 believe that
the annual enrcliment affer five years will be two hundred students.
Let it be understood that this campeign for students must be a
continuing proposition until the enroliiment §s reached and tHen
continved to maintain the enrollment year after year 16

wnfe wis 473

?aéiawing‘an extremetly vigorous advertising campaign the 1916~
1919 school year aftendance increased to sixty-two for both the regular
and short course, During fhis year, twenty students attended the ‘
evening clesses and tweniy-=nine in reguiarily enrolied exfension classes
in agcition to the above steted atiendance figure, According to the

County Board of Education Report ali the activities of the scheol

yeBrien, J. L., "Froblems in Aftendence,” Ihe Agric,
1918~1919 Yoarbook, ¥Yolume 8, p. 45, o
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secured more efficlent production and the record indicates this success.,
The school caréieﬁ on clubwork throughout the year with a total of

295 bove and giris enrolied in different clubs., The county was

awarded first prize at the Wisconsin State Fair in pig club and

cern club, third prize on canning club and fourth prize on calf

cluk, The Agriculiural Scheol held flve community fairs This

past winter and over twenty had to be postponed because of The

fiu, A township improvement committee organized in each fownship

of the county hoped Yo projeet_the activities of the school into

every township In the county 7

A school census showed sixty-one students enrcolled for the 1919~

1920 school year. Eleven students graduated in this year and one of
them being the two huadredih fo be graduated from the schooi. A new
teacher of domestic science worked fo organize and assist with sewing
clubs and a giri's canning club, He%7newiy organized dyeing demonstration
tean won first place at the State Fair, In August, a Cooking and Sew=
ing five-Day Short Course offered a social and educational opportunity
for the area girls. Cots placed in the auditorium for sleeping
quarters provided for the one hundred out of town guests. The course
was judged a success from an educatlonal and social point of view. Boys
in The manual arts class made valuable equipment which they sold to
farmers for the cost of materials. Some of the items included:
eveners, neck yokes, wagon boxes, hog racks, top boxes, portable hog
houses, hoy crates, self-feeders for hogs and maayfmcre.ga The

La Crosse County Board of Education expressed their opinion of the

school by making the following statement to the County Board at their

i%&&iﬁ,. 1925, p. 37.
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annual mee%ing.:

i@ Crosse County has no supertor nafbrai feSaurcas; she is
blessed with the same climate and rainfall that all other countles
of the state possessy her soils are very simiter to those of other
counties; but La Crosse County leads the state in meny agricultural
activities and we confidently feel that this splendid record has
been mode possible through the activities of the school. We believe

. $hat There s ao money spent by the county which vietds larger
d;vsdends and which is more wer?hiiy Spen? 19
ﬁ% %ﬁe ?ermina%ion of the second f:ve*year per%ad %he scheo%
'haJ cxper;wnceﬁ smme precarnaus s%?ua?ians wi?h regard ?c her future.
‘ﬁf?er & &hcrcugh invesfigaf:ua of fhe schaci, a schoo§ zensus nf one
hundreé and ?ifty sheutd now be & raai;fy. The record shows an average
' affenéance fdf ?he pas? feve yaars ?o be s!x?y~cne or less +han fnrfy
‘per car% of %he sugges?ed mnraiimen?. The school atso-ga;ned ancther
4princ;pai during ?his f;mu. A waw win?er short course was added to
?ha curricu!um in an a??emp? ?0 add *m *he usefulness of fhe saheci
Ths courss grcved %o be very popuiar witﬁ the young area farmers. More
‘emphasss was given fhe ex#en&ian pragrams wi?h fhe decline in classroom
enrctlmen:s. The schoot manageé %o~acquire a s?a?e wide reputation
Thrcugh Their saccesses a? the S?afe Falr. |

ﬂnrrng this f:ve*yaar period schea! costs inareaseé from seventeen
?o ?wen?y*f:ve fhousand dollars per year. Of this Increase in dis-
bursemen?s ?he eauﬁ?y apprepria?ien wenf *rom eight ?o eieven ?housand

écttars. in 5937 congress passaé ?he Emi%h*ﬂughes Act and according fo

v?his act par? of ?he cos? for agricultural and home econcmics ins?rucfian




was Yo be pald for by the federal government., For the La Crosse
County ﬁ*ricu%fura% Schaai this emounted to almos+ ?hr@e ‘thousand
dollars, ?be anima% husbandry ﬁepar?m@n? raised an aﬁd:?iemat ?hir?y*
Two huadraﬁ doiiars ?o he!p keep county costs to armfninum.

Qixiy s?uden?s enrolled for %he !§29~i92§ cchcbi year, |
including ?en far %he winter ﬁhor? course. ﬂuring ﬂavember the Gounfy
Board of Supervisors instructed the Board of Education fo build a
porch over the blacksmith shop with a stairway to the ground, The
complete interfor of $he building and the barn recelved a fresh coat
of paint. A larger hotwater tank wes also installed. The County Board
of Suporvisors appropriated sleven thousend dollars for the building
improvement. The school msintained its high stenderd of winning at the
State Fair by égain carrying off ane~¢h¥ré'ef all the bonuses which
amounted to almost five thoussnd delflars in premiums. The Demestic
Economy depariment was very busy esﬁabifshing five homemaker ctébs and
planning & picnic attended by one hundred and fifty ladies. Giri's
demonstration teams in sewing, canning, dyeing were trained ana‘en¥areé
in the Stete Fair. The menual tralning department suppliied wagon
boxes, manare:%anks,‘hammer_h&nd&ez, neck yolks and other woocded
equipment, The engineering department repaired several gesoline
engines and worked on several automobl fes 20

in relation to the extension work belng conducted by the




Domestic Qc&erce department of the County School; 2 county newspeper
ran the rﬂ%iﬂ@?ﬂ@“ﬂ&ﬁﬁ itam,
?b” iddies of ?he csun?y apgear‘more éager ?han ?he men ?0 :;
enﬁagh in extension activities of the school. . The Homemakers
Club hos.been a splendid success snd we would llke Yo propose.
thet the school hire someone. to officialily. argan%ze such a gruup.z*
The»Anima% Husbanéry ﬁspar?msnf cf +he schoai ne??ed Tbirfy*fwa
hundred dollars during ?ha 1920~1921 schoc) year but the school stitl
renaré&d 8 defici?,mf_some seven hundred dm%iars by the year's end,
A'campie?e’fiéanc?at:s§a¥éman? ef;fhe year can be found in the
Appendix.za o |
The number of $?;d§n%s éhnbtié6 iﬂ ?hé regular ané,ﬁhar?
courses increased from six§§>ef the previous year to ninty-three
in September of 1921, This figure represents the highest enrcliment
recérdéﬂ‘tince'the séceﬁd year cof operation when;iﬁi af?enéeé. Some
doubt mi”h% be refiec?eé on the purposes for enro!imen? of many of
?he 1521-1922 students as the average daily a??enéance showed only
ftf?y~¢t for that year,Z? '
The ey?ensimn work for the year 1921~ -1922 |nciuded the publication
of +he “Mﬂﬁ?h%y'Sa%és Liste, |
. He. be!aeve it to be wvery valuatle to the farmerst it elso
 furnishes us with a means whereby we can place suggestions in

. +he hends of the farmers. Meny farmers have expressed an
apprecaa%ien for the pabizca?!on¢24 .,

_'Efmewn ttem in the La Crosse County Record, August 22, 1921,

zzﬁppandix B, Novsmber, ;928, p. 49,

Pa 43'. ]
News 1tem in the La Crosse County Becord, May 21, 1922,
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Dur{ng the vear 1922-1923 the fotal attendance increased from
the previcus year, A totel of one hundred ten students enroiled in the
regular and short course during the year and the average deily attendance
increased %o éigh?y*?wa. A cnmpte?e inventory of the school building,
equipment and supplies, farm bullding and land placed the school's value
at 122,000 dollers., - The Domestic Economy éepaé?men?vini?ia?ad an active
campaign To arganize_'hamé moker clubs throughout the county. A total of
twelve clubs had been organizsd during the year and staff members surmised
~county women saved thousands of dollars in garment making alone, The
Animal Husbondry deparfment concducted some effective work during iﬁe
year, fﬁrnisﬁing pedigress zad registration of some eighty animais‘zs

The year {923-i5Z4 vrought a decrease in The emroliment o
eighty-seven with anfe%ceiien?;avarage dai ly attendance of seventyeeight,
Among other school activities, the "Monthly 3ales List" was again
published and distributed o ?he‘fafmeré of‘fhe.counfy; Through this
publication farmers found @ market for ?hefrvproduc?s‘ané‘?he school
adveriiaeévfar students, ‘The home makers club aa?!vi?ies spread through-
out the e@?%re,ccua?y, The school was awarded seueﬁd_pface for its booth
at the County Fair, La érasse.COunfy, working through the school, won
the Grand Sweeés?akes 5§’fhg~?aém Crops Deparfment of the State Fair.zs

»&ctérd}ag to the annuaf»rep@rf‘af‘%he County superiéﬁenﬂeéf of

Schools o the County Board the extension department carried on as usual,

County Board of Supervisors, 1923,

Yk, 1924, p. 72.



Thg faculty ond school assisted in sixty schoo! projects ang programs
éuring the 1923+1924 school year. The Animal Husbandry Ospariment
furnished thirfy-five pedigrees, culled three flocks of poultry,
tested one hundred and fifty semples of milk and cream, furnished
balanced rations and made feed recommendations to thirty farmers.

The same group alsc spraved and pruned two orchards, assisted in
vﬁurchase of twelve pure bred sires, and furnished regisiration and
certificates for Thirty-fwo animals., The Soiis and Crops Department |
tested soil at fifty farms and distributed two hundred seventy bottles
of soybean culture, The Manual Training Depariment engaged in makihg
equipment for f%rmers'é? cost prica‘and the construction of several
tables for The school.27 |

The vear 1924-1925 marked fifféen yearé sincé fhe ocpening in

1909, Se&vy cri?icism with regard to pdor é??endaﬁee continued during
the early part cf this school yeer.resu¥+ing in the éveafuai closing of
the school &t the ?érmina?ién of ?hts.schaei year, .Aimére comp lete
explanation for the closing of ?ﬁe schcoi‘is found Sﬁ the following
section of this paper. The Totel attendance for the year dropped fo
fifty-nine ine!uding'sfuéenfs enrclied in avéabine?ﬁméking course
‘which met iwo nights a week. The activities of the school year were
dominatsd byvfhejeﬁfensieﬂ services continuing a pattera for the past
fen years. The extension division worked closely with a former staff

member, Mr, W E. Sprieter, the La Crosse County Agriculiural Agent.

274pid., 1925, p. 99,
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Mr, Spreiter gave a full report of those activities in his annual
report ¥o $he County Board of Supervisorse then concluded:

The County School of Agriculture last year worked under. the
handicap of knowing that it was a defunct body. However, they
made an effort and their work kn cooperation with the farmers
of the ccoun%‘y is fo be highly recommended.”

on June d, 192.%, members of the tast graduaﬂng ::lass of Fhe

La Crosse u@un’ry Schaci of Aar:cul?ﬂre and Domestic Ecmnony reca?ved
: dipic@ﬂam The 'mem'y'-?hree graziua‘ted in 2925 represemed fhe |
fargest ?muf‘«year‘ graduaﬂon ciass in the fiﬁ‘een year htc%orv of

the school. A totat of 8,320 maée up '?he ﬂﬁ*een year anreiimen*l' and
269 of these gradaateé.ag

2%4vig., 1925, pe 99

pieg ;
“Nows item in La Crosse

ty, Regord, May 21, 1925.



CHAPTER 111
CLOS ING THE SCHOOL

- Hith anc?ber éeciine'in the i924*§925 school year enrciimenf;
‘a‘?arren% a?iérific?sm-issued by fhe La Crosse County Board of |
‘Supervisors and several area cri?ias'déiivereﬁ fhe‘ﬁouﬁ de grace.
Supervisor Earl G. S¥eats resolved that the school be closed the
greater part of the year and ali teachers be released from their
contracts with the school, He further suggested that a Home
" Demonstration Agent be appointed to share the school buf iding with
the County Agent, Short courses in agriculfure and domestic sciences
might be caaéuc%eﬁ by them ¥n the building during the winter months. A
commiitee of County Supervisors was appointed to investigate The
Agriculturai School in relation To the suggestions made by Supervisor
Staats, Supervisors sppointed fo the commitiee were Chalrmen, V. S.
Kepple, L. F. Altwater, williom Eggler, August A, Renis, and Ear| 6. Staats.}

' The éch@ai'ciosing issue received considerable publicity in

Journal and the Bangor

date on December 29, 1924, Most of the arguments with re§ard\

to the school closing opposed The continuation of the school,




Any matsrial thet could be lccated in tavor of meintaining the school
was not written until after the historie decisicn made oy the County
Board on Dzcomber 28, 1924, At a speclal meeting called on the
Agricultural School ques?iﬂﬁ, Supervisor ¥, S. Kepple announced that
+he committee had @ report concerning The school and would make certain
recomncncations tased on ftheir Investigation.
Resolved That the Le Crosse County School of Agriculture and
Domestic Economy be and herety is discontinued on or before august
i, 1925, Resolved further, thet the committee be authorized and
permitted to close the schocl at 2 prior dete and to forth-with
gater into negotiations to dispose all property, real and perscnai,
now in the name of the La Crosse County School of Agriculture and
Domestic Economy at 2 Erice and upon ferms to be approved by this
Board at this meeting.©
That same_affernean at two o'clock, Supervisor Buenther moved
that the La Crosse County Boerd of Supervisors adopt the report
and the resolution of the committee., The report and the resolution
were both adopted by & vote of ?wen?y*éigh? to seven. AT the same
meeting the Board of Supervisors endorsed the abillty, integrity and
industry of fhe faculty. According to Supervisor Eari Staats,
The fact that the school is about to close does not reflect
in any way on The management of tThe school but on the non-support by

the people and pupils of the county end the non-atiendance of
of the pupils for whom The school was instituted.>

gihiﬁpg P ;Mo
*1oid., p. 148,
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The Speciel Commitiee on the Agrlcultural School pointed out that
a cefailes report listing specific reasons for the school discontinuance
would be completed in Time for the March meeting date,
The news of The school's closing ¢id not come as 2 surprise to
the ci?iz&ns of the county. Now the voice of the proponent for
'cen?tnua ion of the school could be heard. Their propositions and

arguments are well summed up in an edi?oriai‘by Re 1, Showers writien

in The La'Ggegge“ggggix,gggggglwhich is pubiished iﬁ Onalaska.

The County- Schesi had ivs enem%es ever since it was establisheds
in the first place there was a hot flght on as to where It should
be located atter the Board decided o establish such a school in the
county, West Salem citizens were the first to propose such a schocl
and were anxious to have it placed in their village, Bangor felt
that i+ should alsc be given consideration as West Salem had one
county institution at +he Time and made a great effort ¥o have it
focated theres Af¥¥er considerable agitation the County Board finally
decided to bulld in Onalaeska. This actlion did not please West Salem
and Bengor people and the schocl has been more or less a thorn in
their side since It was builts Very fow students from that part of
the county have attended The Agricuitural School, the attendence belng
jargely from La Crosse, Onalaska, Holwen and this portion of the
counfy and from Trempleau, Vernon, Buffalo and Monroe Counties,
We do not pretend to know how successful the school might have been
had The eastern part of The county given its support. There seems to
be no doubt that the attendance would have been one~third more.
Continual knocking of +the school from time o time with Threats by
gifferent members of The Board That the school would be done away
with has not helped the attendance either., Place yourself In the
position of a young man or woman who intends Ve Teke such a course
as This seh@ai offered. Would vou care fo begin at this institution
if you were gtven ?u gngersyand the school might discontinue at any
Timel

There is no quesi;gn sut that the school has been 2 fcrce for good
in La Crosse County since i% was established. Several young men have
graduated from the school and have benefited by i%. Not only have
These young peopie gone back to their farms end profited by their
training, but the school's feculty, Fhrough extension work, have done
unioid good for the farmers throughout the county. In our opinfon
?ha benefits to be derived from a school of *his kind, or from any

actitution of learning cannot be estimated and In the long run far
exceed their cost measured from wany polints of view,
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Whether the school has been expensive or not the fact remains
that it will be greatly missed and very few will notice any difference
in Ttheir taxes after the school ecloses, Not many know that the
school has cost about seventeen cents to a thousand dollars
valuation, This means thet a men owning property assessed at ten
thousand dollars was paying a paltry one dollar and seventeen cents
fowards the malntenance of the school. Onalasks with 2 total
vaiuation of about BOU,000 dollars paid about 136 dollars per year
for the County Farm School. As far as the expense of the school s
concerned the City of La Crosse was shouldering the biggest part of
the cost and very few were complaining. Most of the people there
seemed to think the school was worth the money and were willing o
centinue it. Even as a county recreation spot it was worth the price.
lany lodges and different organtzations from La Crosse and the
county in general, made use of the grounds whenever they wanted a
picnic, The grounds are beautifully situated and are ideal for
largﬂ gatherings during the summer months. They have alsc been used
in recent years for a fourist park.

bt hardly seems that this step of the Soun?y Board is in accord
with The wishes of the majority of the county's taxpayers after
erecting & school of this character and much expense. If the County
cf La Crosse Is so poor that its taxpayers cannot spend seventeen
cents on each thousand dotlars for their evaluation to provide
higher training in agriculture and domestic economy, how ¢an they
afford to pour about thirteen thousand dollars into the chutes at
Lyties; ten thousand Into the McGilvary Road and let it teke care of
itself; five or %en thousand for new buildings for the InterState
Fair Assocliation; elighteen hundred for a white way around the
Court House In La Crosse, and other sppropriations that seem wanton
waste of taxpayers money?

what wili the county do with the building now that i+ has decided
fo close the school? Onalesks needs & new high school buliding but
can we afford to buy the County School building at any price? Two
weeks ago last Sunday (December 14, 1924) Onalaska was unfortunate
enough to lose her high school and grade school bullding by fire.
Some members of the County Board scemed to think that This would be
an opportune time to dispose of the County School building to Onalaska,
The Special Investigating Committee appeared in Onalaska the morning
after our school fire and held several meetings with members of =
the School Board and Common Council. The Commitiee assumed that the
County School would be abandoned and Onalaska might buy the bullding
and grounds for about fwenty-five thousand dollars. The building is
a long walk from the center of the city and It will be expensive o
keep ups VPt is estimeted that seven thousand dollers will be needed
to remodel the school for a high school and graded school uses #f the
school costs the county too mueh $o operate how will Onalaska shoulder
the project alone?®

S, . Showers, County Farm School Glven Death Blow", L__j&xgga;
Lounty ﬂ@a@?d; January.§, 1925, p. |.
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To be sure other county weekly newspapers also had opinions con=~
“cerning the closing of the school. The West Salem Nonparel t~Journal,
edited by Mr. 3., C. Garlock, carried the fa!iéwiﬁg ér?icte on'Januarv t,

. The action of the County Board Tuesday in voting to discontinue
$he Agriculfural School af Onalaska was proper. It takes more
courage to, abandon a lagging enterprise than It does to start one
that js badly needed, Sixteen years ago whenlthe school was first
started, prospects for long years of future usefulness looked bright,
The school was designed fo fi1} a need to furnish a service. If It
served that purpose it 1iftle mettered whether Onalaska, West Salem or
Bangor furnished the site for its location. When the school was
ectabiished $ts founders could nof foresee that federal and stete
ald would someday be provided to encourage the teaching of
agricelture in atl schocls,: They could not foresee that West Salem,
Holmen and Mindoro would build new high schools and meke the teaching
of agriculture and domestic economy ameng their sirongest courses.
They could not foresee that parents would rather send thelr children
4o their own school, even though its course in agricuifure was not as
broad s offered at the Couniy Schools Evenfually these things came
+o pass in the most natural way. It is probable that except for the
County Schooi, the big high schools of La Crosse would offer a course
in agricuiture, These high school courses have Just begun, Eventually
they will be greatly improved and compare favorably with enything the
County School could doe 3 S -

in county, state and federal aid it has cost from three hundred
doliars to four hundred dollars a year jo give Insiruction to each
student at Onalaska's County School. Tuition in the high school Is
timited to seventy~two dollars annuaily, The spread is Too great,
The duplication of school service al Onalaska resuited in the division
of students there betwsen the city a2nd county school in a way thet
was good for neither. In the destruction of the city school by fire
just before the holidays one of these Institutions has been removed buf
Onalaska Texpayers now have an opportunity to take gver the other at
' g very reasomable flgurs, They will probably grasp at the opportunity.
In the meantime, % Is well ¥o remember thot the County School is
well equipped for instruction in agriculture. Thousands of doliars
have beon spent there o give that instruction, That money will not
be entirely wasted if this school continues to teach agricuiture along
with Its other courses. in our judgement it is the job of the County
Board under these circumstances and in the event of sale for public
schoot purposes to require as a condition of g?s transfer, that a
course in agriculture be given ia the school.”

. ?é»zeariécﬁ, "County Abandons Agricultural instruction", West Salem
eil=doucnal, Jonuary i, 1923, p. L, ‘ .




0f a simllar nature to the foregoing West Salem expressjon, the
" Banuor. Independent ran the following arficle on %hé same day.

By a.vote of twenty-sight To seven the ecnnty Board voted to ‘
abandon The County Agricultural School, Most of the farmer members
.of The Beard voted ?o discontinue the school, evidence that the
.farwe rs do nm? want the school thet was forced upon them sixteen
ymar* G

Ja%h ”eeard ?@ ?he ”ha.*es ?haf fhe schasf's cos? wers prs*

h!aa?tva fnn scheo! pridgipa!, Wr. L. G. ha ch au?hmred fha foliowing |

: ar?icfa sakan verbavum from s%u La Qrgsge Jele gnjy nggg_,ow J&nuary 15,
i925

1% hes been ci"cuia?ca ?ha? %he cost of ins?rucf%on in the’
Ag ”icai ural School te four hundred dollars per year per student,

© { can't see how such flgures can be securedy There are two teachers

Cin the school who are h:reu tor a period of twelve months. The
combined salary for these two for aine months which the schoel is
in session is 4,138 dollerss Two teachers ore hired for ten mooths,
Their combined salary for nine months is 2,970 dollars: The fuel
5ill for 1924 was 1,838 dollarse The acfua! cost of maintalining
the Domestic Econoiny Department was 179 dollers. The actual cost of
maintaining the Manual Training Department wes sixty-seven dollars;
ailowing the full Time of two janitors for nine months we have |,530
dollars. This mekes a total of 13,471 dollars, Our fotal earcfimen?
for the year 1924 was eighty-sevens This mskes the cost per pupll
154 dolilars per yesr. This mey be @ tittle higher than the sverage
cost of instruction ia high schoel, but it is very little, I any,
higher then the cost of agricultural instruction in any high schools

} wish to call your atfentlon to several things in the above
- fivures which should properly be deducted but are note in the
- first place; the faculty of the school furnished sixty programs
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for aummuﬁx?y meetings, most of which were given during the nine months

sehool was in sessions We have not deducted our time given to this
work. Then during the last semester each year two of ocur fecuity heve
devoted one~hatt day each week to the instruction of normal school
students which has not been deducted from the dastruction of our
reguisr students, nor have thelr numbers been considersd in computing
the cost of tnstruction per puplle - The normal school students who
came o the ‘Institution were members of the Rural School Course at

F. {. Gessler, "Geun?y Schoai Glases” aggggg_jggggggggg_,
- Jenuary !w 1925, p. i



the normal school and went To the country schools as Teachers so the
vaiue of our service to them cannot be estimated.
You will also note that fhe whole cost of fuel §e charged up to.

in
1]

the Institution. The fact is thet the bullding wes warmed ald Through
fhs wintor vacation and every Saturday in order that the County Agent's

office might be wern and that other work ger?aiwtna o cur annual
corn and grain show might be done, the Chrisimas hai%day vacation.
b have also allowed the full time of a Jenitor service to be charged
o ¥he institution when in reality & great deal of the janitors
tine was teken In sssisting with chores and doing repair work around
the buiidings and grounds and asccommodating many of the picnic
parii~q wha caﬂe ?o fhu rsun@s for picnics in %he Gprina aﬂd fall,

L caasé we cﬁar each s?uden?*fwo dmtlare book ren? and
Jars iaaora?arv fees when they enroll, which takes care of
"gea, '} am not deducting any charge because of the time
o put on cur anaual corn and grain show which was held In
*-d’*he work of soticiting for and arranging the premium
a«fng care of the show was alt done while school was in

~'¢'Z§

%T haa alsoc heen statsd ?ha? the tution at the high scncof is
gsoventy~two dollars a vear. | might add that the tution fo all
county residents is fras ot the Agriculfural Sechool. According to
lew wg caanct charge acn-residents more than thirty=six dollars per.
vear, ' ’ : :

AT T %arch meai;ng of the Lu Crosse Gaun%y Board of Super=
viscr‘fffhe Specia! Committes on ﬁgrivuizura! 5chooi presented their
fcrmai repord w:?h reasons for their recammenda?ion to close the scheel,
The Commitiee used the report given by Mr. J. L. McBrien of the Federa&
Bureay of Education as a guideline for their decision. The Commitiee
s?ud%ad_%ka jaig repmr? very Thoroughly and then held & éée?ing with
the schoul priﬁéipai, Mr. Hatch. They asked the prineipal what héd'been‘
done within the past five yoars toward following ?hevrecammenéa?fons in
the McBrien Report. Mr. Hatch suggested thet every?hiég possible had -
been dune To increase %ha'a?#eadancé:and he had no other suggestions.

Hatch aisc Told the Committee That any reduction of the feaching staff

"L, Ce t-;a-reh, “Principai Hatch Shows School Cost”, La Crosse
County Record, January 15, 1925, p. i. ,
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would make it impossibie to offer the wide variety of courses available
at the schocl, A check on the enroliment for this time was recordad
at sixty students, The committee concluded that because the snroliment
gid not increase to one hundred fifty or two hundred in five years,
as was sungested by‘&r.‘mcarzena but had falien ?o'sfxfy, the school be
diSCGﬁ?%na@é,v The committes visited the school and found & teacher of
domestic scionce Instructing 2 class of only twe pupilsy a teacher of
mathematics ?eacﬁing a class of throe pupils; 2 teacher in the laboratory

teaching & class of four pupils and another class of only five students,
The averace yearly cost of the school totaled about twenty-five thousand
doltars with about twelve thousand dollars of that figuré coming from

La Crosse County and the remainder from stete ang federal sources, Tﬁe
commitiee fourd an average of 118 dollars per month paid to six +eachers
and at The same time only an average of fiffy-seven pupils in daily
attendance, or nine and one~half students perv?eacher. The commitiee
found that the grea%ef proportion of students ceme from the Onalaska

or La Grosse area c% at least within easy walking or riding distance.
Yory fow came‘frém the central or outlying parts of the county, In
questioning the people from the unrepresenfeﬁ parts of fhe»ccun%y'gréa?

2

many of Them

indicated they never did favor the school as a place +o
send Their children for an sducaticn, The commiftee also found that the
Agricultural School had nakra?in§ wi?h the Stete University and graduates
received no more credit thas those of any commén high school. The
cqmmi%?@e alsc found very complete courses in agricuifure.?augh? in’

practicaliy all of the county high schools and some compiied with state
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requirements and received state aids. The county high schools taught
only three to four fewer subjects than the County Agricultural School.
© The extension work done by the school was judged to be a duplication of
fhe'work dana by'?he Géun%y Agriculture ﬁgenf.a in the report by McBrien
a prﬂcaamm? is seen, | ’ o
?he ou%siae work dcne by ?h@ faculfy af ?he school ?hrmughauf
the county is really derogatory to the buliding up of & school,
as it tokes the school o jhe farmer insfaad of bringing ?he
Ctarmer Doys é@e?he ECﬁ““! B
Tae committee unanimous ly adopted the report, Sentiment was
alse exﬁrasseé that it might be more profitable Yo transfer the poor
“farm fo the school area and sell the present farm, This matter received
no action, At this same meeting the city of Onalaska expressed an
Cinterest in purchasing the scheol to replace their high school that
‘burned in December, 1924, The Common Council of the c¢ity of Onalaska
headed by ﬂ@ﬁﬂcif‘ﬁhariman; VernQ§ Dale, appeared before the County
Board on that seme day with the following proposal,
The Si%y of Onalaska proposes Yo purchase from the County of
La Crosse by deed of warranty conveying simple ¥itle without
encumberances or reservation atl real and personal property on, in
and sbout the bullding known as the La Crosse County Agriculbiurai
School and the land upon which the same Is located excepting only
the south flve hundred feet of lend, but including all equipment,
furniture, tools and suppliies on hend., For this properdy The clty
of Onaltaska is prepared to pay twenty thousand dollars in twenty

annual- paymen?s of eleven hundred doljars plus Interest on January
firsy of each year, %926-!94: ,

In the even? the propaaz%%wﬁ would be accepiable the cz?y offered

1o eﬁ?aéisgh‘an agrimuf?urai course on the Smith-Hughes plan which would

inigd., 1925, p. 1%4.
Wynig., 1925, p. 155,



be availizbie o all or any agricuttural students in La Crosse County.
The city of Onalaske spent @ great share of %havmaﬂe§ received from the
#ire insurance providing temporary classroom factlities. Because of a
constitutional 1imit on bonding, which limits fhe city fo five per cent
of the fotal assessed value of property within that city, Onaleska was
éapab&e of borrowing only 37,500 doilers, The c¢ity had 6,400 dollars
cu&s?aaﬁing‘in water bonds so the amount was lowered fo 31,000 doi!ars.
The remodetling of the bﬂiié%ﬂé would cost 14,000 doltars according to
an archi%éc@’s estimate, leaving 17;900 doltars ?0r‘?he purchase of
property. The clty digd feel they could reﬁac&~%he-¢as?$ éf repair by
3,000 dotiars and thereby offered 20,000 dotlars %or-?he pf@ger%y as |
steted in The proposai, @ith this iimffed vonding §$#ar Cnalaska
could not undertake the construction of a new school to replace the
buraeé~5%ra¢%ure.‘ Tﬁe aéun?y Board took no action on the Onalaska
proposai until the District Aftorney could be consulted with regard to
the property sa te. 1 |

 On May 12, 1925, supervisor A, N Moore of Onailaskes proposed a
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motion Thet would rescind the decision of the County Board of Supervisors

o close the Agricultural School. A reprosentative sent by the La Crosse

Chamber of Commerce and supervisor Joliveite of the Town of campbei!,

presented arguments in favor of ma%ﬁ?aining the Goun%y Agricutturail

School. Not enough support could be raliied and by a vote of itweniy~eight

o ten %he‘@caa?v Board reaffirmed their action of December 29, 1924,

: “News item in La Crosse County Record, March 25, 1923, p. i,
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On June 21, 1925, the city of Onalaska, iead by Mayor J. E. Dolbler,
,maéé their second formael pregaéi#ion to purchase the séhac§.éi?e.
The ¢ity of Onalaska prmﬁases 4o purchase from La Crosse County

the building known as the La Crosse County Agriculturail Schoot and

the land upon which It is located excepting the south six hundred

feet of lend, For said property the city of Onalaska proposes to

pay La Crosse County upon delivery of deed and title, Yen thousand

doflars in cash and ten general liability bonds of the city of

Cnalaska each in the principle sum of twenty~five hundred dollars

sgaring inferest of three per ceaf, one such bond ?ue on March first

on each of the years 1926 to 1935, both inciusive, Z .

The proposal was submitted to the Ways and Means Commiftee and

they r@&cmmgﬂée&‘fha? the offer be accepted and upon Board accepiance,
that the Chairman end the Clerk exeeute and dellver the proper deeds of
sale., The County Beard of June 1, voted fhirty to flive in faver of
set!ing'%he La'brcssa Qmaa?? Agricuttural School to the city of Onalaska
for ?ﬁir?y~%ive_1heusaaé doflars. On Juno 14, 1925, a bonding erdinance
passed in the city of Onalasks and on Augus? {3, the bond Issue became
tegal, The first payment wes made to the County on August 3 and alferations

. on the building began on August i..,’a.ls

Fhews item in the La Crosse County Regord, June i, 1925, p. .



CHAPTER IV

THE CONGLUS 10N

15y

prended the bkief, fiffeen year record of the La Crosse County
School of ﬁgricuiture and ﬁamestic‘éccnumya, With the bbjec? of;givfng_
practical education ?o,youﬁg men and women in the different branches of
work necessary.fcﬁ farm and home life, the school made a determined Av
endeaver, The school hoped that men and women trained in scientific

agriculture and homemaking, return fo thelr respective communities Yo

become {eaders in more productive end profiteble farming, as well as,
hetter caﬁ@uai&y-iivinég

$ith community gféée +hreatened by antagonism and constant
resigtence from neighbering communities, the people of Onatasks
experienced a dégree of difficulty honestly evaluating the schoots # is
now mors than forty vears since the closing of the school and time has
apparently resolved the differences of opinion which existed within the
county. T might &aw,be,jus?ifiabie to assert that the schooi lived out
s u%i!i%y‘in‘iess‘fhan the fifteen years of its existence. As time
alone cauéd prove, the general objectives of the school were economically
and effectively executed by the area high schools and the County
Agriculiural Agent.

?he passing of the school Giﬁ,‘hewever,‘ieaveféEsaciai void in the
ci?y;ef'ﬁna§aska. The school sponsored a varielty of activities usually
held at the scﬁao;.fwhich crea?ed‘sccia! s?imuian? for both the young and

elderly of the ¢ity, Maeny men came to school in Onalaska and married gliris
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from the city and frequently Onalaska men were succeseful in finding
wives among The students of éemes?ia;e@oﬁcmy. Many of these couples
settied permanently In the cify and bécéma civic leaders,

Most of ‘the young men and women graduates located in La Crosse
County. :Sev&raffcénfinued their sfuéiesiin»o?her more advanced’
institutions of learning, Many of the early two-year course graduates
finished high school with another two years of study, The majority of
the students went home to +the ferms. of their parents and app lied
their fechnical skills, According to the former students, Thars was no
doubt Fhet the School of Agriculture and Domestic Economy enabled its

graduates To bhecome more successful farmers and homemakers, Besides the

ot

general fermors tThere were several ?ééchers, many local businessmen,
‘e¥ec?r§§iaé$, plumbers, carpenters and many ailied skilled workers,
among The male graduates, Beczuse accurate records were not kept and
most nemes were changed‘?hréughvmarriage a follow=up on the temale
graduates is alpost impassibie. Several did continue their education
+o become Toachers of domestic economy, but the majority married

and beaaéé hémemakers. According to Mr. Edwin Berg, class of 1911, and
Mr. Reynold Sjolander, class of 1925, Elmer Moe and George Scarseth were
two of the most cutstending greduates. Mr. M.e, class of 911, attended
the University of Wisconsin School of Agriculture and went to the
Phi!%igpine Islands where he was a teacher of agriculture unti! his death
‘in ;§¢ﬁ;'qu; Beorge Scarseth, class of 1917, wes an honor student at
Purdue University.in the School of Agriculture, Following graduation he

worked as an Agricultural Agent for a large food packing firm and his



work tock him atl over the wsrid¢’

Because the city was able to purchase the buliding for their
new graded and high schoot, many of the citizens viewed the closing of
the Agricui?urai'Schoat with mixed_emofiﬁn‘, The local sentiment might
best be described by the following poem written and delivered by Mrs,
C. C. Coteman as & farewell fo Mr, Hatch, the principal of the school.

There is always a sadness in parting
With friends that have proven to be frue.
There is always a Vittie heart aching
When time comes to bid them adieu,,

For friendship and love will grow stronger
#ith the passing of each golden day,

That we wailk In iife's pathway together
Ang join Inm its labor or play.

The years since you flrst came among us
Are fitled with vour kindness Yo alig
And thoughtful and helpful vou always
Responded to each little cail.

And if we say we shail miss you

Those words are too weak to apply.

We must say we have learned to regard you
With affection that never can dle,

You will always find friends who will love vou,
o matter where ever you go.

But the ones you feave here will remember

And think of you often, | know,

And so with bright hopes for the future

HWe check ocur desire to sight,

And cheerfully say, "May God bless you®
And whisper, "Good luck and good-bye.'

i
Statement by Mr. Edwin Berg and Mr, Reynold § jolander, Personal
interview,

Z¥rs, C. C. Coleman, "Farewell®, La Crosse County Record,
July 30, 945, . )
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A, PUBLICATIONS OF LA CROSSE COUNTY GOVERNMENT S
“AND LA CROSSE COUNTY SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE AND DOMESTIC ECONOMY

Lo Groase* ﬁ A, —Liesen%eld Prinflng.Company.

Jo!SVu?%a, Bert a., coun?y Clerks
gf Supervisorsi

18ki=1815, La Grosse. A, ﬁ vtiesenfeid Prtnfing company.

1820, “La Crosse:- Ay A, Lfesenfeld Pr:n?!ng CGmpany.

Stasts, Hubert D., County Clerk,. .
Supervisorsy La Crosse Coun
La Crosse: A, A, “Liesenfeld Prinflng Cempany.

A generat record or quwna% of the business conducted by the
fesistative body of La Crosse County. These Procsedings are
prepared as an annual report by the County Clerk. Presentation
of petitions, remonstrances and memorials, complete reports

by ali committees, presentation of resolutions, voting records
and any written correspondence taken up by the Board are all
jncluded In the publication., These booklets are bound in 2 hard,
cloth cover from every five to geven years., A complete set can
be found In the office of ?he La Crosse County Clerk.

La Crosae Ccun*y Schoo! of Agricui?ure and Domestic Economy, The
fhird ! Cataloou Li=1g] La Crosses A. A, Liesenfeld

ta Crasse~aoun*y 5¢ha01 cf Agricuffure and Domestic &conomy,
autrth : La Crosse:y A, A, Liesenfeld

La Grsswu CQua?y Schoo! of ﬁgrtcuifure and Domestic Economy, Ihe
: . =1915, La Crosse: A, A, Liesenfeid

A socurce of general information about tThe schoot wrif?ea for the
purpose of advertising +he schoc land sent to anyone requesting
& copy.  Emtrance requirements, expenses, object of the school,
examinetions and graduation procedures are all covered in each
bookist. A brief description of the courses and ¢lasses are
included in addition to @ number of photographs taken on campus.



La Crosse County School of Agriculture and Domestis Economy, Ihe Agric.
Years 1911+1924 (Faurfeen Volumes), La Crosses A, A, Liesenfeld
Printing C@mpany., o o - .

An annual of school iife, published by the students of the La
Crosse County School of Agriculture and Domestic Science, £ach
Volume has a different editor and fagulty advisor. A complefe set
of the annuels can be fousd a* the wfscoaszw State Hisfarieai
50{:!@!;,

B, 'NEWSPAPERS

Coieman, C C.’ "Farewen“ A Poetn, Wmm .iu{-y 30,

Hatch, L. Ci '*'Primfip;as Hatch Shows School Costs", La Crosse County
Record ,January i5, 1925, 9; 1.

Showers, R. Is “Caunfy Farm School Glven The Qaa?h Blow", La Crosse
Couniy Record, January |, 1925, pe ks

La Crosse ggug?y ﬁgggmg, Agr;l 30, 2908 Through Jure 11, 1925,
. County Record or as i# is now ea&!eé, _gs;;zg]jggg;

is 2 weekiy newspaper published In Onalaska, Wisconsin., The
paper has been in existence since November 6, 1885 Yo the present
time. These papers are on microfiim af the Wisconsin State Histor=
fcai Sociefy through 1960; The last citation Is a general citation
to note extensive use of Those weekly papers between (908~1925

" which were footnoted in the text. The editors for those are,
W J. Showers, 1888-1304; Wrs. W. J. Showers, I904=1912; J. G,
Showers, 1912-1917; Edward G, Showers, 19171940, : .

La Crosse Iribune, April 17, 1908 through June 12, 1925,

‘The La Crosse Tribune is a daiiy newapaper pubtished in the elty
of L@ Crosse, Wfsconslﬂ, The paper has been published daily since
May iﬁ:*igﬁﬁ to date. A great deal of Information regerding the
 school was found by using the microflim avallable at the La Cresse
Public Library, This js a generai cltation with specific issues
referred fo in the fao%am%es‘ “The eéifer during this time wes
Aaron M, Brayton, 1904192

Gessler, P. }. "County Schoo! Closes”,
3923) P t‘. _ .
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This is a weekly newspaper publication of Bangor, Wisconsin, The
Independent has been published from 1837 to date. Frenk B,
Gossler was fhe eei?er from [896«1933, '

Gariock Jd. ”Cmunfy Abanﬂc %frxcuifurai ! s?*ucf%an“ §g§i;531e@
Nonpareil=dournal, January i, 1925, p. 1. '

The 0&9??@{%*} Qurna 1 is a weekly newspaper puc!ica?ion of West
aaiem, Wisconsin. The paper has bzen pubilshed from 1836 fo date.

Glen ¥, Garlock was, the editor between September 1514 and June 1939,
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APPENDIX A

. The following Stetistics are taken from the annual report to
the 3teve ﬁ&ﬁar%meﬁ%’m% Public instruction

 ENROLLMENT DATA

g g
[ e &
- @ & - D
D . @ e oL =g 58 ©
[ s 524 - o] o0 L. e O L0 e
52 .5 B - £8 53f £f 2%
o o o L R L O« Z6 )
1905-15{0 87 70 {57 50
olo-1sit 88 63 I5t 160 1234 63
foft=1212 48 35 85 160 |
1912-§013 44 33 a2 160
joI3-icia 36 to 55 {60 | i8
iola~§o15 46 24 70 160 56 184
1915-1516 40 28 68 180 56
{9i6-1217 39 26 65 180
Igi7~igie 21 28 49 {80 35 6
lo1a~isio 27 35 62 160 48 | s
1919-1320 22 39 61 180 tos 17
{o20-{021 206 40 6D 180 17
f9z1-1922 45 48 93 180 i6
§922-1523 59 51 1D 180 17
1925-1904 45 42 B7 180 246

jo24~1925 59



APPENDIX B

Financial Statements for selected yeors, taken from the respective

annual fepar? to the County Boerd of Suyervisors;"

November, 191 RECEIPTS
Balance on hand, November 4, 1910 -~ - . = §1,490,49
County appropriation : L 5,000,00
State Agricultural Fund . o , 4,000,00
 Miscellaneous Receipits S 853,67
Interest . : : - 50,46
Totai S 515,394,62
D iSBURSEMENTS
Building. v - 618,23
Furniture . ‘ : 580.28
Souipment and Suppiies 2,084,60
Additlon to building 2,637,860
Architects fee 333,67
Field and grounds 672,91
Books and magazines : » 647,68
Teachers salaries 4,898,52
_ Janitor and labor in building o 839,90
Stenography 115,23
 Printing and advertising 256,98
Fuels coal, wood, gascline 1,283,534
Lumber , 239,24
Office expense 105,44
Freight : 162,714
Water ~§ 67.87
Light = 93,51 : :
Telephone~ 50,15 281,53
Gas machine o ‘ 468, 4
incidentals 247,37

Total . 546,413,75



Novembsr, 1915 RECEIPTS

Sziance on hand $ 1,97,.18
County appropriation 8,000,00
State aid %,000,00
Animai sales _ 670,42
 Wanual tralning sales 102,20
Domestic sales 84,59
Tuition 552,00
Book rent 132,00
Farm produce sales 126,00
Roow rent 200,00
Total $17,843,99
DISBURSEMENTS

Teachers salaries $ B,124,98
Janitors salaries 1,301,25
Fuel and gasoline 1,186,99
L.ight, water, telephone 285,61
Domestic Science 452,22
Wanual training 442,33
Farm machinery 5§,80
General supplies 88,88
Farm labor 707.31
Freight and express 38,94
Books and magazines 280,95
Postage 4 ’ 154,54
Uffice supplies 91,78
Science depariment 136,26
Livestock 232,50
Aadvertising and printing 367.06
Furniture and equipment 309,48
Giftce work 265,32
Animail Husbandry depariment 63,76
Buildings and grounds ‘ 318,34
Extension work 471,54
Feed 756,53
Rent of land 65,00
incidentais 536,70
Total $16,729.46



e

Balance on hand, November i, 1920
County appropriation

State ald for year 1820
Federal afd {Snith Hughes) °
Domestic Service department
Manual Training depariment

“Fiat end paviliicn rent

‘Tuition and book rent

Animal Husbandry deporiment

HMiscellaneous

Total

Animal Husbandry depariment
Agriculturai depariment

Building and grounds

{repair equipment and supp&ﬁes?

Books and magazines

Domestic Sclence depariment

Extension {mlteage, aifalfa, rve,
corn, etc. for farmars)

Farm fabor

Fead for i!ves?aak

Fuel '

Farm wmachinery

Horticulture depariment

fce

Janitor service

Janitor supplies

Manual training deperiment

Miscellansous {annual, advertising,
labor, etc.?

Uffice work and supplies

Postage stamps, snvelopes and box rent

Poultry aepar%maﬂ?

Retfund

School and laboratory suppiies

Teachers salariss

Telephone service, electricity, water

Totatl
Total disbursements

Total receipts

Dverdrawn

$ 386,64
+1,100.00

$24,758.96

156,84
48,73
1, 126,46

H14.63
358420
2,054.34

1,448,00
1,942,42
2,300, 18
172,35
9,95
90.00
2,043,00
108,17
403,58
574,45

1, 145,63
S 317,65
47,60
134,00
£8.,51
i0,858,32
238,86

T T O,

$25,530.98

25,530, 98
24, 758,96

$ 772,02
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Teachers salaries
Janitor salaries
Fuel and gasclinsz
Lights, water and telephone
Domestic Science doperiment
Manual Training depariment
Agricultural deparvgen?
farm tabor
'aauks and megezines

‘reight and exgr@sm
wus?age
Cffice supplies
Printing and advertising
Furniture and general equipment
Citlce work
Animail Husbandry
Bui tdings and grounds
Extension work
Rent of land
Feed for stock
incidentals

Total

$ 12,000,000
e bvo 00

| 3 BGG 00
3&0 00
300,00
400:00

20000

i 3600‘00
§0000
100,00

. 200,00
200,00
200,00
100,00

§,9000,00
400,00

1,000:00

;500,00
200,00

£3400,00

$,500.00

$ 25,500,00
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APPEND IX C

,i,. ;

he raspec?ive‘gra&ﬁa&iagxciésses have beshtfaken from the Agrig,

the schoct ?eérbook, yéars'igii»igzﬁ, volumes =14,

deit
Nellfe Adams : Joseph Jungbluth
Warren W, Alken N o ‘ Peart Kammerud
Jdohn Ancersge - o £ lmer Kommerstad
Florence Andorson ‘ Thomas Knight
Eva Asselin S g : ‘ Marie Krickman
Nina Bangsberg ' o | Edna Larson
Edwin Berg ) Detla Marcou
Alonzo Briggs : : : Elmer Moe
Emma Brown ‘ Byron Moore
Elizabeth Brunner Sidney Moore
Emme Brunner , Bernard Neison
Witliax Brunner : Ulga Neprud
Eart Davenport . Reese Nichols
Marie Ellis Mable Olson
Nettie Fladlien Julia Pfafflin
Rudolph Freehoff Charles Plerce
Elmer Freng . Detla Plerce
Witliem Furlong Jennie Plerce
Grace Gaarder Emma Pralle
Hulda Garbus Katherine Pralle
Harry Grover Clara Ruud
Lulu Guliickson Erma Schmidi
Henry Honson Kenneth Scoit
Ben jamin Hauser {rene Snyder
Ferris Hyatt Lilah Storandf
Christian Jensen | Arthur Werket
Harry Johnson ’ tovie Westeraass
Jessie Johnseon Herbert White
Myrtie Johnson . Lester Willey
Thea Johnson Lena Woild

Cleveland Jclivette



Bene Ahiood
‘Harry Bangsberg
Wiiliam Barclay
“Lillian Hazselbusch
Howard Hauser.
Otive Holmes o
jda Kommersiad
Elmer Larson
Elmer Lorsen
John Lundemoe
Freeman Lupie
Mabie Mulder
Harry Munson

212

Walbter Ahisirom
Helga Anderson
Catherine Brooker
Donald Carter
Manet Finstad
Armin Ganz
Arthur Cranning
Clara Houser
Anna Holthaus
Haxel Hyatt
Howard Kinnzy
Catherine Mailer
SJuiia Bidier
Litiian Nsison

Alfred Anderson
Edwin Evans

Ruth Evenson
Frank Gianoii
Thomas Gronna
Hal Herrick
Tracey Humphrey
Amanda Kittleson
Lile Langbaerd
Martin Walien

Slive Oiterness

George Paulson

Herman Pauison
Luci te Pobresio

“Witilam Reid
 Robert Roder

Florence Rood

. Eda Semingson

Florence Simonson
Laura Smith
Jesse Stenberg

Lynn Wineld

Bert Otternsss
Amelia Paulson
Selma Paulson
Grace Petarman
Mary Roddle
Litlian Roningen
Mabel Runnestrand
ditiiam Sheeley
Jalmer Slette
Orange Smith

HMas Solenm
Wendetl Todd
Adah Willey
Lydia Zeller

Hulda Lier
Clarence Lindstrom
Elia Moe
Thora Moholt
Myrtie Moore
Wallace Parsons
Giibert Paulson
Liela Sandman
Frank Sheidon
Rudolph Walium
Enola Westerhouse



Marie Berg
Richard Bibhy
Grace Saorder |
John Hellizschson
Mabel Lorson

Christian Conrad
Mabe} Larson

Et¥a Losffler
Stetia Marcou

Lewls Neder
Herbert Faas
Robert French
Tiitlie Hasselbusch
Elia Helleckson
Lawrence Henderson

Walter Fiiler

Eugene Herried

Georcina Marcou
Bert Moad

Anna Johnsen

Nelite Boyer
Chr isti oy Conrad
Grace Gilbertsen
Louise Hauser
Mabel Houss

213

3

Ernest Nelson
Jutia Peters

 Herman Tappen

David Tucker

Mabel Mulder
Edna Shove

Orange Smith
Wendelt Todd

'Chris?ine Jorstad

Howard Lee .
Erwin Molzah
Ernast Melson
George Scarseth
Oswald Sletde

Charles Roddie
Josephine Slette
Arvetla Sorenson
Vilas Suttie

Hulda Johnson
Christine Jorstad
Hilma Jorsted
Milc Nelson

Nora Sather
Littian Tracey
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Fred Beli
Welter Filler
Marie Kaizer
Hervey lLeorson
James Mclregor
ﬁrch:a Qﬂfa 5

Alvin Arnsson
Aii@r 8
Jewett Fille

Gracs G»é,“rTacn;
Norma Granum
Laura Hernan
Henry Husioe

ﬁ&;’!‘i& Pratie
Alice Hai%mr
L!ewwii;“ ail -
Ernest Wail
Gladys Smaii
Laura Sheldon

Holtis Bibby
Hazel Frhmsvdd
Lionel . hﬁ cging
w&*tiu‘ gt
Georgs Q' chmond

Evereite Sander

Mary Bibby

Josephine Deiche lbohrer
Gladys Tkern

Mitdred Figgis
Katheryn Filier

g£lia Haaz

1924

1923

sz

L¥itian Peters
Alma Pralle

Tar] Rohrer

George Scarsath
Martin Wailen

Liovd Larson
Zisie Certel
Vivae Page

Hulda Skogen
lde S¥aff

Doris Walker
Willard Wali

Jdesse Berg
{nge Carison
Eriing Hokom
Florence Hoeth
Hilda Hoeth

Vernice Richmond
Walter Renstrom

Harriet Stapies

Huldah Skogen

Orrin Heeuser
Dawson Hauser
£sther ingalils
Grrie Olson.
Marguerite Pertzsch
Mae Russeli
Esther Vollenweider



Victor J. Arneson
Wilheim u. Arneson
Middr=d Bonder
Gerald J.‘Doibier
Clara L, Engeas
irvin M. Froemen
Roy . Evenson
George Hermann
Luciilie £, Hoeth
Clara F. ilverson
Helen WJosTtad
Mabie évz?ac
Wenzai 3 a

Alice Larson

Etve WeCaffery

insz Munson

Valentine Pralie
Bessle K. Roellig
Reynald W. S jolander
Catherine Vogel

Wes ley H. Vollenwgider
Bernard Waldenburger
Emma M, Wick
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