
Wisconsin Talc 

Last summer I had a chance to visit one of the old talc mines near Milladore 
in Wood County, east of Marshfield, Wisconsin. These old mines were 
commercially worked for talc in 1929 and 1930. Some traces of the mines 
remain, providing some interesting mineral collecting, including a chance to 
get soft soapstone for carving.  

The talc deposits are in bodies of serpentinite bedrock. These are 
metamorphosed slices of ocean crust that were caught up in a major 
mountain building event about 1.8 billion years ago.  

I visited the old Trowbridge-Nott Talc Mine. To find the mine, follow Route H 
east from Marshfield 15 miles. Turn left (north) on Blueberry Road. Go about 
1/2 mile and park at the little lot marking the access to George W. Mead 
Wildlife area. Follow the dirt track that leaves this lot N-NE for about 1/4 
mile. You will emerge in a field where a pond marks the flooded shaft site. 
There are several scattered low dump piles. When I came into this little field, 
I saw a heron fly off from the pond, two deer leap away, and mosquitoes 
rise up in clouds. The collecting was quite interesting and was limited only 
by my patience in fending off the bugs. The minerals I found are as follows.  

The most common mineral was as massive to platy serpentine which formed 
most of the rock. Talc was also common, forming a fine-grained impure 
soapstone. I also found some chunks of very coarse platy talc. Some 
octahedral crystals of magnetite were embedded in the talc. A fine-grained 
green chlorite was commonly intergrown with the talc and serpentine.  

Malachite was rather common, forming thin crusts in fractures in the 
serpentinite and soapstone. Most of the malachite was massive, but acicular 
to radiating crystals and botryoidal aggregates were also found.  

Rarely azurite was also found as thin crusts associated with the malachite. 
Both were forming from the weathering of chalcopyrite. The chalcopyrite 
formed tarnished grains and masses within the serpentinite. It was 
associated with pyrite. Both pyrite and chalcopyrite were weathering to 
spongy masses of iron oxides, primarily goethite.  

Dolomite formed coarse, white cleavable masses in veins. It was sometimes 
stained green by the malachite.  

Large masses of quartz and gneiss were also scattered around as field stone. 
Most of these were likely glacial erratics.  



Other minerals reported from this locality were fibrous anthophyllite, fibrous 
tremolite, sprays of green radiating actinolite and almandine garnet crystals 
up to 1 inch across.  

This is an interesting deposit to visit and makes a nice break in a long drive 
across the central part of the state.  

- Dr. Bill Cordua, University of Wisconsin-River Falls 

 


