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Open Access
[  Doug Way  ]



What is Open Access?

❏
❏

Peter Suber: http://legacy.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm



What Open Access is Not
❏

❏

❏

❏



Lots of Flavors
Green

Gold

Hybrid

https://www.flickr.com/photos/roboppy/7779204510/sizes/l



What’s Happening Today?
New Areas

❏ Humanities
❏ Monographs



What’s Happening Today?
New ways to address quality concerns

❏ Developing legitimate tools to evaluate
❏ “Beyond Beall’s List”

❏ http://crln.acrl.org/content/76/3/132.full
❏ Revision of DOAJ Standards



What’s Happening Today?
Mandates and Policies

❏ Public Access Policy
❏ OSTP

❏ Funder Mandates
❏ Institutional Policies



Where to Learn More...
Open Access by Peter Suber

bit.ly/oa-book 
Access PDF, HTML, ePub and Mobi versions

SPARC
http://sparc.arl.org

http://bit.ly/oa-book
http://bit.ly/oa-book


Where to Learn More...
Scholarly Communications @ Duke

❏ http://blogs.library.duke.edu/scholcomm/

SPARC Blog
❏ http://sparc.arl.org/blog

Scholarly Kitchen
❏ http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/



image courtesy of Flickr user justgrimes.
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OpenCon 2014



Definition
“Open means anyone can freely access, use, 
modify, and share for any purpose (subject, 
at most, to requirements that preserve 
provenance and openness).”

-The Open Definition (http://opendefinition.org/)

CAVEAT: Some data isn’t meant to be shared openly 
(human subjects, national security, etc.)

http://opendefinition.org/


by Tim Berners-Lee   |   http://5stardata.info 

http://5stardata.info


Why It Matters
Data and code are the building blocks of 
scholarship!

● Data is NOT copyrightable
● Often the result of public funding 
● Prompts quicker breakthroughs and 

advancements
● There’s a proven citation advantage*
● Reproducibility is key

*Piwowar HA, Vision TJ. (2013) Data reuse and the open data citation advantage. PeerJ 1:e175 https:
//dx.doi.org/10.7717/peerj.175

https://dx.doi.org/10.7717/peerj.175
https://dx.doi.org/10.7717/peerj.175
https://dx.doi.org/10.7717/peerj.175


http://retractionwatch.com/2014/08/18/bearly-believable-
water-bear-paper-retracted-for-missing-lab-notebooks/



Barriers to Open Data
● New(ish), without incentive from academia yet.
● It can be time consuming.
● Nobody wants to get scooped.
● Concern about mistakes or misinterpretation.
● Platforms for opening up data haven’t always 

been available… though we’re starting to get 
there.



Sharing + Publication



Recent Updates
Things are heating up!

● Federal funding requirements
● Private funders (e.g. Bill Gates 

Foundation)
● SPARC’s Open Data Sharing Initiative



Learn More
● SPARC

● Open Knowledge Foundation

● OpenCon

Twitter: @rmounce, @petermurrayrust, @rdmpage, @recology_, 

@rufuspollock, @ekansa … and more!

http://www.sparc.arl.org/
http://www.sparc.arl.org/
https://okfn.org/
https://okfn.org/
http://opencon2014.org/
http://opencon2014.org/


Learn More
Open Glossary - http://tinyurl.com/opendefinitions

The State of Open Research Data. Ross Mounce. http:
//www.slideshare.net/RightToResearch/open-con-
mouncedata-41594350 

http://tinyurl.com/opendefinitions
http://www.slideshare.net/RightToResearch/open-con-mouncedata-41594350
http://www.slideshare.net/RightToResearch/open-con-mouncedata-41594350
http://www.slideshare.net/RightToResearch/open-con-mouncedata-41594350
http://www.slideshare.net/RightToResearch/open-con-mouncedata-41594350


Open 
Educational 
Resources
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Definition
“Open Educational Resources are educational 
materials and resources offered freely and 
openly for anyone to use and under some 
licenses to re-mix, improve and redistribute.”

- Marilyn Billings, UMass-Amherst





eTexts: Adopt, Remix, Create
● DoIT Academic Technology
○ Digital formats
○ eText design

● Libraries
○ Resource Discovery
○ Copyright/Fair Use

● 8 pilot courses



Photo: Kitsunekko

Adopt

http://kitsunekko.deviantart.com/


photo:slamesepuppyRemix

https://secure.flickr.com/photos/siamesepuppy/


photo: Abhisek Sarda

Create

https://secure.flickr.com/photos/reallynuts/


photo: Brook

Rose colored glasses

https://secure.flickr.com/photos/100_strangers/


Difficulties/Barriers
● Time
● Money
● Information environment
● Technology



Why OER Matter
Big Picture
● Increased access
● Decreased cost
● Instructor flexibility
UW-Madison
● Blended Learning
● Educational Innovation
● Accessibility



Resources/Communities
● OER Commons
● Openstax CNX - Rice University
● Open Textbook Library - U of Minnesota
● Merlot II
● Open Education Conference
● OK Cast 

https://www.oercommons.org/
https://www.oercommons.org/
http://cnx.org/
http://cnx.org/
http://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
http://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
http://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
http://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
http://openedconference.org/2015/
http://openedconference.org/2015/
http://okcast.org/
http://okcast.org/


Connections
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What’s Special About This Info?  

● “non-rivalrous” 
● motivations of creators
● broad benefit



What Can We Do? 

Information Users



Remove Barriers

Information Users

Encourage models and systems that minimize barriers
○ stay informed
○ be creative
○ collaborate



Discussion
What else is happening--

on campus?
more broadly?

How can we--
stay informed?
be creative?
collaborate?

http://schoolofopen.p2pu.org/



Get in Touch
Doug Way
doug.way@wisc.edu 

Brianna Marshall
brianna.marshall@wisc.edu 

Carrie Nelson
carrie.nelson@wisc.edu 

Jim Jonas
james.jonas@wisc.edu

mailto:doug.way@wisc.edu
mailto:doug.way@wisc.edu
mailto:brianna.marshall@wisc.edu
mailto:brianna.marshall@wisc.edu
mailto:carrie.nelson@wisc.edu
mailto:carrie.nelson@wisc.edu
mailto:james.jonas@wisc.edu
mailto:james.jonas@wisc.edu


Thank You!
Adapt this presentation as needed!

Creative Commons Attribution: 

Find all RDS Holz Brown Bag series slides at: http:
//minds.wisconsin.edu/handle/1793/70669 

http://www.slideshare.net/UW_RDS/
http://minds.wisconsin.edu/handle/1793/70669
http://minds.wisconsin.edu/handle/1793/70669
http://minds.wisconsin.edu/handle/1793/70669

