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CCBC C 

Several perspectives on the books published i n  1981 f o r  ch i ld ren through 
fourteen years o f  age are ava i lab le  t o  those associated w i t h  the 
Cooperative Children's Book Center. Monthly CCBC book discussions, con- 
t e n t  evaluations by Wisconsin spec ia l i s ts ,  and our own p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on 
nat iona l  and s ta te  book evaluat ion camnittees provide t h i s  basis f o r  t h i s  
se lec t ive  l i s t i n g  developed i n  February, 1982. 

The books are organized i n t o  eleven sections. Suggested i n t e r e s t  l eve l s  
are provi  ded . 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 

A l i k i .  

History,  People and Places. . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Issues i n  Today's Glorld . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 
Seasons and Celebrations. . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 
The Natural World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 
The Arts.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 
Poetry. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 
Folklore. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 
Books fo r  the Youngest. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 
F i c t i o n  fo r  Younger Readers . . . . . . . . . . .  12 
F i c t i o n  f o r  Middle Readers. . . . . . . . . . . .  13 
F i c t i o n  f o r  Older Readers . . . . . . . . . . . .  15 

Susan C. G r i f f i t h  & Ginny Moore Kruse 

HISTORY, PEOPLE AND PLACES 

Digging Up Dinosaurs. Crowell. 33 p. (A Let1s-Read-and-Find- 
Out Science Book) 

An engaging and informat ive b r i e f  descr ip t ion  o f  how sc ien t i s t s  uncover, 
preserve and study f o s s i l i z e d  dinosaur bones provides background f o r  
youngsters who see such skeletons reconstructed i n  museums. 
(4-1 1 years) 

Barton, Byron. Bu i ld ing  a House. Greenwillow. 32 p. 
A step-by-step o u t l i n e  o f  the process o f  bu i l d i ng  a house i s  i l l u s t r a -  
ted  w i t h  rudimentary drawings painted i n  so l id ,  deep, b r i g h t  colors. 
(3-7 years) 

Bober, Nata l ie  S. A Restless S p i r i t ;  The Story o f  Robert Frost. Atheneun. 
197 D. 

I\n ob jec t ive  biography o f  Robert Frost  reveals the importance o f  h i s  
farming experiences and h i s  re la t i onsh ip  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  E l i n o r  i n  
w r i t i n g  h i s  poetry. The responsible notes include a Source Guide f o r  
Quoted Mater ia l  , bibl iography , two poetry indexes, and a standard 
index. (11 years and older)  
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Coerr, Eleanor. The B i g  Ba l loon  Race. P i c t u r e s  by  Carolyn C r o l l .  
Harper & Row. 62 p. (An I Can Read Book) 

Three easy-to-read chapters t e l l  a s t o r y  based on an a c t u a l  f a m i l y  o f  
b a l l o o n i s t s :  t h e  Myers Family o f  whom C a r l o t t a  was the  most exper t  and 
popular  aeronaut i n  t h e  1880's. I n  t h i s  book, young A r i e l  f i r s t  almost 
causes her  mother t o  l o s e  a ba l loon  race  and then i s  ins t rumenta l  i n  
ga in ing  t h e  v i c t o r y .  (4-9 years)  

Cur t i s ,  P a t r i c i a .  Cindy, a Hearing Ear Dog. Photographs by David Cupp. 
Dutton. 55 D. --... 

The t r a i h i n g  o f  young dogs f o r  use by people w i t h  hear ing  impairments 
i s  d e t a i l e d  i n  t e x t  and photographs i n  t h i s  account o f  such a t r a i n i n g  
center.  (7-14 years)  

F r i t z ,  Jean. T r a i t o r ,  t h e  Case o f  Benedict Arnold. Putnam. 192 p. 
Benedict A rno ld ' s  l i f e  i s  d e f t l y  and sens ib ly  recounted i n  l i q h t  o f  
h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  and the  temper o f  t h e  times.- The account o f  Major  
Andre's f o r a y  i n t o  enemy t e r r i t o r y  inc ludes  researched m a t e r i a l  found 
i n  no o t h e r  biography o f  Arnold. A b ib l iog raphy ,  notes, and index 
supplement a f i n e  example o f  b iog raphy-wr i t i ng  i n  which t h e  m a t e r i a l s  
i n  q u o t a t i o n  marks i s  taken from pr imary sources only. (11 years and 
o l d e r )  

Git;l i n ,  u'ames Cross. The Skyscraper Book. T l l u s t r a t i o n s  by Anthony 
Krmer .  Photographs by David Anderson. Crowel l .  86 p.  

F compact volume i n  a c lea r ,  eas i ly -understood format  r e l a t e s  the  h i s -  
t o r y  o f  skyscrapers and t h e  techn ica l  p r i n c i p l e s  upon which t h e i r  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  i s  based. The p r e c i s e  t e x t  i n t e g r a t e s  human i n t e r e s t  
d e t a i l s  and anecdotes w i t h  in format ion.  Inc ludes a l i s t  o f  "Fabulous 
Facts about Famous Skyscrapers." (9  years and o l d e r )  

Hi rsch,  Karen. Beck . P i c t u r e s  by Jo Esco. Carolrhoda Books. 36 p. 
A youngster rr earns t o  l i v e  w i t h  her  p a r t - t i m e  s i s t e r ,  a c h i l d  whose 
hear ing impairment and r e s u l t i n g  educat ional  needs requ i res  her  t o  l i v e  
i n  a f o s t e r  home d u r i n g  school weeks. The au thor  l i v e s  i n  Eau C l a i r e .  
(4-9 years)  

Howe, James. The Hos i t a l  Book. Photographs by Ma1 Karshaw. Crown. 94 p. 
An up-to-date -I+ oo a m t a l  experiences inc ludes  black-and-white 
photographs o f  modern h o s p i t a l  scenes and equipment as w e l l  as i n f o r -  
mat ion about f e e l i n g s  which m igh t  be a p a r t  o f  a h o s p i t a l  experience. 
Photographs m a k e i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  use w i t h  younger c h i l d r e n ;  t h e  t e x t  
makes i t  u s e f u l  f o r  o l d e r  readers, as w e l l .  (4-13 years)  

I n g a l l s ,  Robert P. P o i n t  o f  Order; a P r o f i l e  o f  Senator Joe k C a r t h y .  
Putnam. 159 D. . - - . . -. . . - - - 

P chrono lbg ica l  account o f  t h e  f a c t o r s ,  i n c i d e n t s  and in f luences  
ins t rumenta l  i n  Joseph McCarthy's r i s e  t o  power and eventual  p o l i t i c a l  
downfa l l  i n  the  1950's. Facts a r e  presented w i t h i n  t h e  con tex t  o f  
o p i n i o n  and o f  t h e  t ime per iod .  (11 years and o l d e r )  

Loeper, John J. By Hook and Ladder: t h e  S to ry  o f  F i r e  F i g h t i n g  i n  America. 
Atheneum. 74 p. 

An i n t e r e s t i n g  and readable perspec t i ve  on f i r e f i g h t i n g  inc ludes  i n f o r -  
mat ion  about eou iment ,  techniques, personnel,  and famous f i r e s  i n  U.S. 
h i s t o r y .  (9-13 - 
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Sad1 e r a  Catherine Edwards. Two Chinese Fami l i es .  Photographs by Alan 
Sadler. Atheneum. 70 p. 

The l i v e s  o f  two contemporary Chinese fami l ies  are compared and con- 
t ras ted i n  a short  t e x t  and many photographs which capture the rhythm 
o f  l i f e  i n  China today. (7-11 years) 

Sandin, Joan. The Long Way t o  a New Land. Harper & Row. 63 p. (An I 
Can Read His torv  Book) 

Four chaptek  chronic le a fami ly  journey from Sweden t o  the U.S. 
during the famine o f  1868. I l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n  three colors by the author 
provide v isual  informat ion and i n t e r e s t  on every page-spread. An 
author 's note a t  the end gives h i s t o r i c a l  background i n  t h i s  unusually 
f ine ,  easy-to-read h i s t o r i c a l  f i c t i o n .  (7-11 years) 

Sarnoff, Jane, and Reynolds R i f f i n s .  Words: a Book about the Orig ins o f  
Everyday Words and Phrases. Scribner. 64 p: 

A compendium o f  informat ion about the o r i a i n  o f  spec i f i c  words i s  or -  
ganized i n t o  categories such as family, s h p s  a t  sea, m-ystery and 
names. I n te res t i ng l y  i 11 ustrated w i th  black s i lhouetted f igures  and 
indexed by key word. (7-13 years) 

Siegal, Aranka. Upon the Head o f  the Goat; A Childhood i n  Hunqary 1939- 
1944. Farrar, Straus, Giroux. 214 - P. 

An autobiographical account o f  r u r a l  and urban circunstances r e l a t i n g  
t o  H i t l e r ' s  takeaover o f  Hungary and one fami ly 's  subsequent f a t e  i n  
a concentration camp. Restraint  and i n t e g r i t y  mark t h i s  unique per- 
sonal nar ra t ive  t o l d  through young P i r i ' s  po in t  o f  view. A 1982 
Newbery Honor Book. (11 years and older)  

Sobol, Ha r r i e t  Langsam. The Interns.  Photographs by P a t r i c i a  Agre. 
Coward. 61 P. 

An in-depth nar ra t ive  w i th  black and white photographs fo l lows two 
fnterns through the intense respons ib i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  f i r s t  year o f  post- 
graduate medical education a t  the Babies Hospital of the Columbia 
Presbyterian Medical Center. (1  1 years and 01 der) 

Tang, Yungmei. China, Here We Cane! V i s i t i n g  the People's Republic o f  
China. Putnam. 64 p. 
7 photographicessay records a t r i p  t o  China through the eyes o f  a 

group o f  t h f  rteen-year-old New York C i t y  chi ldren. The impressions 
and actions o f  these ch i ld ren provide the connection and i n t e r e s t  f o r  
young readers i n  the United States. (9-13 years) 

Tax, Meredith. Families. I l l u s t r a t e d  by Maryl in Hafner. L i t t l e ,  Brown. 
An A t l a n t i c  M o n t l i E T G E  Book. 32 D. 

Black and whi te drawings portray'many kinds o f  fami ly  structures. 
Regardless o f  where o r  w i th  whom you l i v e ,  ' fami l ies are who you l i v e  
w i th  and who you love.'' (4-9 years) 

Thanas, A r t .  o-rounds Pictures by George Over1 ie .  Carol rhoda 
Boots. 48 p. '%in My hm Book) 

An easy t o  read h i s to ry  and descr ipt ion o f  merry-go-rounds presents 
mater ia l  already o f  entertairment i n t e r e s t  t o  youngsters i n  a format 
they can approach and enjoy. (7-9 years) 

Yates, Elizabeth. My Diary - My World. Westminster. 186 p. 
El izabeth 's determination t o  become the woman she wants t o  be s t r i kes  
the universal chord o f  experience i n  her diary, a journal  o f  her l i f e  
as a daughter and asp i r ing  m i t e r  i n  a wealthy upstate llcw York fami ly 
i n  the 1900's. The author 1.s the author of the  Nebhry hard-winning 
knos Fortune, Free Man. (11 p a r s  and older)  
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Zerman, Melvyn Bernard. Beyond a Reasonable Doubt; Inside the American 
jury System. Crowell. 2'17 p. 

Zerman discusses issues surrounding the jury system and t e l l s  how the 
system works. The clearly organized text uses understandable termin- 
ology and attention-getting (and appropriate) examples. (11 years and 
older) 

Zisfein, Melvin B. Flight, a Panorama of Aviation. Il lustrated by Robert 
Andrew Parker. pantheon. 11 9 p. (avai 1 able in hhrdcover and paperback) 

Watercolor paintings i l lus t ra te  every page of this  history of hunan 
f l ight  which begins with early theories and concludes with the SST. 
The author i s  Deputy Director of the National Air and Space Museun a t  
the Smithsonian Institute.  (a l l  ages) 

ISSUES IN TODAY'S WORLD 

Bernstein, Joanne E. Dmitry: A Young Soviet Imnigrant. Photographs by 
Michael J. Bernstein. Clarion/Houghton. 80 p. 

A warmly-told account of the imnigration of a Soviet family to  the 
United States i s  a balanced and f a i r  look a t  the awesomeness of 
adjustment t o  a new culture in contemporary times. Information about 
daily l i f e  in the Soviet Union and about the situation o f  Jews in the 
Soviet Union i s  carefully and clearly presented fran the family's 
perspective. (9-13 years) 

Booher, Dianna Daniels. Rape: What Would You Do If...? Messner. 159 p. 
Practical, helpful information about Prevention and' protection. (12 
years and older, and parents) 

Jacobs, Francine. Bermuda Petrel; The Bird That Would Not Die. Il lustra- 
ted bv  Ted Lewin. Morrow. 38 D. 

~ i e n  Christopher Col unbus sai led in 1492, there were probably more 
than a million cahows, or Bermuda petrels. By 1620 the bird was be- 
lieved to be extinct,  and not until 1906 was seen again. Then the 
work of Bermudian David Wingate on behalf of the cahows began, and with 
this  individual effor t ,  the dramatic comeback of an endangered species. 
Unusual ly-interesting drawings complement every page-spread. (7-13 
years) 

The Kids Book of Divorce: By, For and About Kids. By the Unit a t  the 
Fayeweather Street School. Lewis/dist. by Stephen Greene Press. 123 p. 

Children aged 11 -14 discuss personal and legal impacts of divorcing(ed) 
parents. (10 years and older, and parents) 

Kiefer, Irene. Poisoned Land; the Problem of Hazardous Waste. Athenem. 
90 p .  

A subject special is t  describes EPA guidelines and new waste disposal 
systems for land and sea which can deal with chemical wastes. A 
glossary and index are included. (11 years and older) 

few opportunities and l i t t l e  hope become victims of antiquated laws. 
A sobering look a t  the roots of crime - poverty, race prejudice, slum 
neighborhoods, the climate of corruption in society and s&mg feelings 
of anger and self-hatred born of unhappy families and in(Sd8quate 
schools - in a hopeful, cononsense manner. She integrates interviews 
w i t h  people who have c m i t t e d  crimes. (11 years and older) 
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Poynter, Margaret. Too Few Happy Endings: The Dilemna of the Humane 
Societies. Atheneum. 130 p. 
A n c o u n t  of the daily l i f e  of Humane Society workers identifies and 

discusses i ssues caused by overcrowded she1 te rs  and overworked s taffs .  
(9 years and older) 

' Pringle, Laurence. What Shall We Do with the Land? Land Choices for  
America. Il lustrated w i t h  photographs. Crowell. 120 p. 

Choices about land use presently facing the United States are a l l  
thorough1 y explained and placed in  ecological and political contexts 
Division of chapters i s  by type and aids in the use of the book as a 
reference tool: farmland, rangeland, forests,  wild places, and coasts. 
An excel lent 1 i s t  of further reading i s  appended. Careful ly-captioned 
occasional photographs add interest and value t o  th i s  eloquent state- 
ment regarding responsibility and stewardship for land across time. 
(11 years and older) 

SEASONS AND CELEBRATIONS 

Ancona, George. Dancin Is. Dutton. 48 p. 
Dancing has d n?-- f erent meanings depending on circunstances or culture. 
"Dancing i s  a skip and a hop and a kick and a s t a p  and just feeling 
good." One does not always need to take lessons to  enjoy movement. 
Abundant black and white photographs expand the concept of dance 
and picture celebrations and entertainments in many parts of the 
world. (4-11 years) 

Cohen, Barbara. Yussel's Prayer; a Y a  Kippur Story. Retold by Barbara 
Cohen. Illustrated by Michael J. Deraney. Lothrop. 28 p. 

A poor child's heartfelt ,  simple g i f t  means more than the traditional 
g i f t s  of the older, wiser and wealthier. Il lustrated in soft  pencil 
drawings in sepia tones. (4-9 years) 

Cosman , Madeleine Pelner. Medieval Holidays and Festivals ; a Calendar of 
Celebrations. Scribner. 136 p. 

Medievar celebrations organized by month include material not east ly 
located in other books for  children: Twelfth Night customs, Lammas 
Day, Michaelmas and Catherning, along with unusual information about 
Valentine's Day and Halloween. Decorations, costumes and' food are 
detailed. Further reading i s  1 i sted, and source notes document archival 
photographs. The author i s  Director of the Institute for Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies a t  City of College of City University of New York. 
(9 years and older) 

Drucker, Malka. Passover: a Season of Freedom. Drawings by Brom Hoban. 
Holiday House. 9'5 p. ( A  Jewish Holidays Book) 

The Exodus story, the meaning of the Seder meal and Passover prepara- 
t i  ons are clearly explained and i 11 ustrated with photographs from many 
museums and archives. (9 years and older) 

Greenfeld, Howard. Bar Mitzvah. Illustrated by Helen Grove. Holt. 
28 P 

The origin and importance of this  significant Jewish ceremony are 
described in  detail  in a handsomely-designed book. (9 years and older) 

THE NATURAL WORLD 

Bonners, Susan. A Penguin Year. Written and illustrated by Susan Bonners. 
Delacorte. 44 p. 

Blue and black watercolor paintings enl5ven 48 pages of fascinating 
material about the l i f e  cycle of the Adelie penguin of Antarctica. 
(7-11 years) 
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Cole, Joanna. A Horse's Body. Photographs by Jerome Wexler. Morrow. 
45 c. 

The parts  of a horse 's  body and t h e i r  functions a re  described i n  a 
brief  text  printed in  large type. Black and white photographs and 
simple diagrams precisely i l l u s t r a t e  the information. 

Cole, Joanna. A Snake's Body. Photographs by Jerome Wexler. Morrow. 
48 D. 

Remarkable close-up black and white photographs i l l u s t r a t e  a study of 
the functions and features of a snake's body. 

Goldner, Kathryn Allen and Carole Garbuny Vogel. Why Mount St .  Helens 
Blew I t s  Top. I l l u s t r a t ions  by Robert Aggarwal. m l l o n .  88 p. 

An unusually large  variety of photographs, charts ,  and other graphics - many in  two-colors or  fu l l -color ,  i l l u s t r a t e  and expand the informa- 
t ion about one volcano as well a s  tha t  about general character is t ics  
of volcanoes, how eruptions can be predicted, and some famous eruptions. 
The author i s  a science teacher who grew up near Verona and Mount 
Horeb. (9  years and older)  

Goor, Ron and Nancy. Shadows: Here, There, and Everywhere. Crowell. 
47 0 .  r - 

How shadows are  formed, why they change, and t h e i r  importance i n  the  
world a r e  demonstrated in  a se r i e s  of black and white photographs with 
accompanying t ex t .  People interested in a r t  and design as well as 
science topics will  f ind t h i s  book t o  be of unusual in t e res t .  
(7-1 1 years)  

Isenbart, Hans-Heinrich. A Duckling I s  Born. I l l u s t r a t ed  by Othmar 
Baunli. Translated from the  German by Catherine Edwards. Putnam. 38 p. 

Full-color photographs t race  the l i f e  cycle of mallard ducks. A 
stunning sequence of photo raphs shows the  developnent of a duckling 
inside an unhatched egg. 74-11 years) 

Lauber, Patricia.  Seeds, Pop, St ick ,  Glide. Photographs by Jerome 
Wexler. Crown. 57 D. 

A remarkable cambination of photographs and t ex t  describe the  ways 
seeds travel  w i t h  animals and people, the wind and water. Seeds which 
s c a t t e r  themselves a r e  a l so  described and pictured. ( 7  years and older)  

FcLoughlin, John C. The Tree of Animal Life; A Tale of Changing Forms and 
Fortunes. Dodd, Mead. 160 - P 

t h e e v o l u t i o n  of the major animal phyla from the f i r s t  primitive c e l l s  
i s  pictured i n  drawhgs and explained in t e x t  in a hefty, oversized 
book which a l so  discusses transformations of animal l i f e  through 
natural se lec t ion processes acting on genetic material .  A compelling 
conclusion reminds readers t h a t  evcl ution continues and tha t  human 
decisions can a f fec t  the  process d ras t i ca l ly .  An extensive glossary and 
many char ts  add t o  the  value of t h i s  unusual book developed by a 
zoologist and s c i e n t i f i c  i 1 lus t r a to r  whose works f o r  adults  a re  widely 
respected. ( fo r  good readers 11 years and older)  

4 ngle, Laurence. Frost Hollows and Other Microclimates. Morrow. 62 p. 
Small climates a f f e c t  plants and animals; a rchi tec ts  a s  well a s  fanners 
cf ten  use t h i s  knowledge of micrcclimates t o  advantage. "Whether you 
want to  save energy, f l y  a k i te ,  grow plants,  o r  keep cool on a hot 
sumner day, knowledge of  the  l i t t l e  climates t h a t  surround you will  be 
helpful." The book i s  a good introduction to  an aspect of the natural 
world t o  which increased a t tent ion i s  being given as  people seek t o  
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l ive harmoniously with nature. Pringle's reputation as a careful 
researcher and fine writer i s  upheld. The book contains excellent 
photographs and charts on almost every page-spread; each has an in- 
teresting capti on. A glossary, further reading , and an index complete 
th i s  excellent example of science writing and bookmaking. (7-13 years) 

Sat t ler ,  Helen Roney. Dinosaurs of North America. I1 1 ustrated by Anthony 
Rao. Lothrop. 151 p. 

~inosaur '  hi story' i s  told against a background of vast geological 
changes. More than 60 kinds of dinosaurs are described in accurate 
detail and shown in lifel ' ike drawings. North American dinosaur dis- 
coveries are indexed by geographic region, s ta te ,  province, etc.  A 
topical and i l lustrat ion index are included as i s  a l i s t  of further 
reading. (a l l  ages) 

Simon, Hilda. The Magic of Color. Lothrop. 55 p. 
A concise, understandable explanation of color and color perception 
includes information about the difference between light color and 
paint color. The color separation process used in printing books i s  
also outlined. (9-13 years) 

Simon, Seymour. Einstein Anderson Tells a Comet's Tale. Il lustrated by 
Fred Winkowski. Wking. 73 p. 

A sequence of ten fictionalized science mysteries gives readers a 
chance to  solve each puzzle before the story i s  concluded. Some prior 
information about each science topic i s  usually necessary. In this  
fourth book of a series,  Adam 'Einstein" Anderson solves puzzles rela- 
ted to  astronomy, optics, rocketry, zoology, change of s ta te ,  inven- 
tions, and motion. The author i s  a noted science writer who once 
taught science. An ideal "read-aloud" book for  science classes; 
excellent for  use with or by gifted/talented children. (7-11 years) 

THE AfUS 

Anno, Mi tswnasa, and Masaichiro Anno. Anno's Magical ABC; An Anamorphic 
A1 habet. Philmel. 62 p. %s ouble treatment of upper and lower case le t te rs  introduces the 

negative perspective of reflected painting and drawing used by early 
Greek painters and s cu l~ to r s .  Younaer children can make an enter- 
tainment of seeing the ABC'S in a new perspective using foil  around 
a small cyclindrical object. Art educators and teachers in gifted and 
talented programs will appreciate the graphs and instructions which 

9 uide older children in experimentation w i t h  reverse drawing. 
4-13 years) 

Crane, Walter. An Alphabet of Old Friends; and, The Absurd ABC. 
Metropolitan Husewn of Art and Thames and Hudson. 28 a. 

TWO of Crane's original, cmical alphabets are handsomely and faith- 
ful ly  reproduced in an elegant and interestin single volume picture 
book f i r s t  published in 1874. (up t o  6 years! 

Haddad, Helen R. Potato Printing. Crowell. 64 p. 
Attractive potato prints accompanied by careful explanations of process 
and step-by-step instructions in words and drawings are arranged by 
increasing difficulty. Useful as a c ra f t  primer or as a design chal- 
lenge t o  the knowledgeable craf ts  person or adult leader or  teacher. 
(7-13 years) 
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Lasky, Kathryn. The Weaver's Gift .  Photographs by Christopher G. Knight. 
Warne. 64 D. 

Carolyn; Frye's respect f o r  her medium and her technical s k i l l s  are  a 
basis f o r  this personal and comprehensive photo essay about the  
weaving process, taken from the b i r th  of a lamb to  the weaving of a 
a blanket f o r  a child.  (7-11 years) 

POETRY - 
Adoff, Arnold. OUTside INside Poems. I1 lus t ra ted  by John Steptoe. 
Lothrop. 32 p. 

An original  collection of f r ee  form poetry which can be read as a col- 
lection of individual poems o r  a s  a loose narrative explores the  inner 
and outer l i f e  of a bov who asoires t o  be a baseball s t a r .  "OUTside 
my pants a r e  torn and the re  i s ' a  scrape on my knee / INside an eagle 
takes off  from its nest  and f l i e s  free." The i l l u s t r a t i o n s  convey the 
internal  and external r e a l i t i e s  by emphasizing perspective. (7-13 
years)  

Baylor, Byrd, and Peter Pamall .  Desert Voices. Scribner. 32 p. 
Nine deser t  creatures (Pack Rat, Tortoise, Coyote, e t c . )  speak f o r  
themselves in  poems which:convey t h e i r  natural behavior. Drawings 
and paintings expand the ideas w i t h  the colors reminiscent of U.S. 
Southwest desert  areas. A f ina l  poem features a desert  person. 
(4-13 years) 

Dusk t o  Dawn; Poems of Night. Selected by Helen Hi l l ,  Agnes Perkins, and 
Althea Helbig. I l l u s t r a t ed  by Anne Burgess. Crowell. 49 p. 

Both the  enchantment and the  th rea t  of night a re  balanced i n  t h i s  f ine  
coll  ection of th i  r ty-five Br i t i sh  and American poems i 11 ustrated with 
sanewhat humorous black and white l i ne  drawings. Indexed by poet, 
f i r s t  l i n e  and t i t l e .  (9 years and older)  

Hearn, Michael Patrick, edi tor .  Breakfast, Books, & Dreams: A Day In 
Verse. With etchings by Barbara Garrison. Warne. 34 p, 
S t y l i z e d  browntone etchings i l l u s t r a t e  a we1 1-balanced, cohesive selec- 

t ion  of ~oems which take a chi ld  throuah a school dav: breakfast. 
inside a' lab, a t  the lunchroom, during-recess, i n  t h e  1 ibrary,  w i t h  
the family, e tc .  An entertaining variety of poems in  an unusual and 
beautiful book gives a new view of dai l iness .  (4-11 years)  

Hughes, Ted. Under the  North Star.  I l l u s t r a t ed  by Leonard Baskin. 
Viking. 4 7 p .  

A sophist icated sequence of poems accompanied by full-color drawings 
capture the barren and isola ted  environment in which 24 creatures 
survive: 1 oon, wolverine, muskel lunge, heron, brooktrout, skunk, 
and others a r e  presented by an internationally-known poet and a r t i s t .  
( 1  1 years and older)  

Morrison, Li l l ian .  Overheard in  a Bubble Chamber and Other Sciencepoems. 
Paintinas by Evre de Lanux. Lo th ro~ .  64 D. 

~ u m a n  h o t i o n s  a re  expressed w i t h  modern s c i e n t i f i c  teminology in  
t h i s  collection of original  poetry, appropriately i l l u s t r a t ed  w i t h  
abs t rac t  paintings in  black and white. (14 years and older)  

Thomas, Joyce Carol. Black Child. I l l u s t r a t ed  by Tom Feelings. Zamani 
Productions (31 West 3'lst S t r ee t ,  New York, NY 10001) paperback. 34 p. 

A compassionate, haunting col lec t ion of poetry celebrates "the beauty 
and promise of the  children." The poems and black-and-white po r t r a i t s  
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o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  Uni ted States, Ghana, Guyana, and Senegal express 
innocence and angst  i n  t h e  face o f  an uncer ta in ,  perhaps h o s t i l e ,  
fu tu re .  (9  years and o l d e r )  

Wi l l a rd ,  Nancy. A V i s i t  t o  Wi l l i am Blake 's  Inn; Poems f o r  Innocent and 
Experi  enced Travelers  . 11 7 
Harcourt.  45 D. - - 

s t y l i z e d  i i i u s t r a t i o n s  i n  an a r r a y  o f  tex tu res  and warm harmonious 
browns/golds/grays/blues canplement and extend the  l o g i c a l  nonsense i n  
a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  whimsical, o r i g i n a l  poetry .  The poems were i n s p i r e d  
by W i l l a r d ' s  ch i ldhood experience w i t h  t h e  poe t ry  o f  Wi l l i am Blake. 
(1982 Newbery Medal Winner. 1982 Caldecot t  Honor Book) (Winner: 
CCBC Straw Caldecot t  Vote) (4-11 years)  

FOLKLORE 

Aardema, Verna. B r i n g i n g  t h e  Rain t o  K a p i t i  P la in ;  A Nandi Tale. P ic-  
t u r e s  by B e a t r i z  V idal .  D i a l .  32 p .  

A t a l e  discovered i n  Kenya, A f r i c a ,  has been r e t o l d  w i t h  a cumulat ive 
r e f r a i n  b r i n g i n g  t h e  rhythm o f  "The House t h a t  Jack B u i l t , "  t h e  Eng l i sh  
nursery rhyme t o  which t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  t h i s  v a r i a n t  was n o t i c e d  
more than seventy years ago. The a r t i s t  i s  o r i g i n a l l y  from Argentina, 
she used b r i l l i a n t  co lo rs ,  s t y l i z e d  forms, and space t o  i l l u s t r a t e  
the  s t o r y .  (4-9 years)  

Bang, M o l l y  Gar re t t .  Tye May and t h e  Maqic Brush. Adapted from the  
Chinese by M o l l y  G a r r e t t  Bang. Greenwillow. 55 p. (A Greenwillow Read- 
Alone Book) 

A s ix-chapter  r e t e l l i n g  o f  a Chinese t a l e  about a c h i l d  w i t h  no 
parents  who dreams she has a brush which b r ings  t o  l i f e  every th ing  she 
paints .  Care fu l  use o f  r e d  h i g h l i g h t s  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  b lack  and wh i te  
drawings throughout t h e  t e x t .  Shor t  sentences and simple words r e l a t e  
t h e  s t o r y  o f  a g i r l  whose name means " I r o n  P l m  Flower." (4-9 years) 

B i l l o u t ,  Guy. Thunderbolt  & Rainbow; A Look a t  Greek Mythology, Prent ice-  
Ha l l .  32 v. 

Very b r i e f  r e t e l l i n g s  o f  13 myths e x p l a i n i n g  the  s ta rs ,  moon, sun, 
dawn,wind, seasons, etc., a re  i n t e r p r e t e d  f o r  today by b r i g h t  and 
spare p o s t e r - l i k e  f u l l - p a g e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  Readers' eyes w i l l  f i r s t  
see each unusual v i s u a l  p resen ta t ion  and o n l y  a f t e r  "seeing" t h e  fami- 
l i a r  urban o r  techno log ica l  panorama w i l l  t h e  e a r l i e r  myth seem r e l a t e d  
A remarkable and o f t e n  hunorous i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  mythology. ( 7  years 
and o l d e r )  

Diop, Birago. Mother Crocodile/Maman-Caiman. Translated and adapted by 
Rosa Guv. I l l u s t r a t e d  bv John S t e ~ t o e .  Deracorte. 32 D. 

when Mother c r o c o d i l e  warns her  c h i l d r e n  t o  swim away, they c lose  t h e i r  
ears. Only l a t e r ,  i n  f a c t  almost t o o  l a t e ,  do they r e a l i z e  t h e  t r u t h  
i n  her  words. A cau t ionary  Ovolof  t a l e  f rom Senegal, West A f r i ca ,  
i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  a b s t r a c t  drawings i n  a spectrum o f  underwater c o l o r  
can a l s o  be seen as a symbol ic h i s t o r y .  (Honor Book: CCBC Caldecot t  
Straw Vote) (7-11 years)  

Jaqui th ,  P r i s c i l l a .  Bo Rabbi t  Smart f o r  True; Fo lk ta les  f r a n  t h e  Gul lah. 
Reto ld by P r i s c i l l a  J p  

Humorous, a c t i o n  f i l l e d  c a r t o o n - l i k e  frames v e r t i c a l l y  border each 
page o f  f o u r  t r i c k s t e r  t a l e s  f r a n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  coas ta l  i s lands  
o f f  Georgia and South Carol ina. Gu l lah  i s  the  d i a l e c t  m ix ing  A f r i c a n  
usage w i t h  El izabethan Eng l i sh  and o t h e r  l i n g u i s t i c  elements. Source 
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notes, a brief explanation of Gullah culture, and a bibliography add 
t o  the value of th i s  unusual and highly-entertaining book printed in 
two colors and designed i n  an original manner. (4-9 years) 

Otsuka, Yuzo. Suho and the White Horse. Retold by Yuzo Otsuka. Adapted 
from the translation by Ann Herring. f r lustrated by Suekichi Akaba. 
Viking. 48p.  

When a young Mongolian shepherd enters his beautiful white horse in a 
race and wins, a nobleman claims the horse for  his own. An oversize 
format, spacious design and sensitive use of color capture the randeur 
of the Mongolian landscape and the power of a treasured ta le .  74-9 
years) 

Schwartz, Alvin. Scary Stories t o  Tell in the Dark. Drawings by Stephen 
Gamnell. Lippincott. 111 p. 

Gross, scary, frf ghtening, s i l l y ,  gory, creepy and well-told fully- 
documented ta les  are  i l lustrated with black and white drawings of 
vague eerie tones which accentuate the gruesome detai l .  All s tor ies  
were responsibly collected from contemporary American folklore. An 
extensf ve, thought-provoking bibliography i s  f ncluded. Solid scariness 
usually told by memory on overnights, camping t r ips ,  and a t  Halloween 
from generation t o  generation has a validity that the trendy horror 
or macabre of other recent books cannct match. (9 years and older) 

Shannon, George. The Piney Woods Peddler. Pictures by Nancy Tafuri. 
Greenwillow. 32 D. 

An amiable peddler wf 11 swap or trade almost anything to get a shiny 
s i lver  dollar for his dear darling daughter. A l i l t i ng  refrain links 
epf sodes pictured in bright, boldly-shaped paintings and drawings in 
this  version by Eau Claire s torytel ler  George Shannon of a t a l e  some 
know as "The Twice-Bitten Stick." Detailed border desi ns give con- 
t r a s t  as well as another way to  see what's happening. 74-9 years) 

Yagawa, Sumiko. The Crane Wife. Retold by Suni ko Yagawa. Translati on 
from the Japanese by Katherine Paterson. Illustrated by Suekichi Akaba. 
Morrow. 32 p. 

In one of the most beautiful books of the year, a heartbreaking 
Japanese t a l e  unfolds f n understated and evocative i 1 lustrations which 
ref lect  Japanese a r t  and culture in l ine and form. The sadness resul- 
ting from the inevitability of events i s  conveyed without sentimentality 
in th i s  translation whf ch employs several Japanese onomatopoeic words. 
A note t o  readers says that  The Crane Wife i s  perhaps Japan's most 
loved folktale and has been made into plays, movies, and even an opera. 
Every year thousands of Japanese will experience some version of the 
story. (ages 7 and older) 

BOOKS FOR THE YOUNGEST 

Ahlberg, Janet and Allan. Funn bones Greenwillow. 32 p. 
A big skeleton, a l i t t l e  -h- s e eton and a dog skeleton spend a night on 
the town swinging and singing and scaring each other. White cartoon 
skeletons on dark backgrounds and white print on black backgrounds 
emphasize the nocturnal nature of this  light-hearted adventure. (4-6 
years) 

Ahlberg, Janet and Allan. Peek-a-boo! Viking. 32 p. 
Perfectly-placed cut-out c ircles  highlight the detai ls  of a baby's 
perspective on family happenings. Borders frame each full-color pic- 
ture  of one family's canfortably cluttered l i f e .  (up t o  4 years) 
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Crews, Donald. L i  h t  Greenwi I low. 32 p ,  
A presentat i&dayl i g h t  and n i g h t 1  r ght (s )  employs deep c o l o r s  and 
broad shapes and i n v i t e s  comparisons which a re  most impress ive from a 
d is tance  o r  w i t h  a group. (up t o  6 years)  

Henkes, Kevin. A l l  Alone. Greenwillow. 32 p. 
"No one looks  j u s t  l i k e  me o r  t h i n k s  j u s t  l i k e  I do." A young c h i l d  
r e f l e c t s  upon the  importance o f  t ime  t o  imagine, th ink ,  and enjoy being 
by  h imse l f .  A beau t i fu l l y -des igned  j a c k e t  and endpapers in t roduce  and 
conclude t h i s  c a r e f u l l y  made book i 1 l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  drawings and p a i n t i n g s  
i n  blue, green, brown and rose hues. The a u t h o r l a r t i s t  grew up i n  
Racine and developed t h i s  book when he was a freshman a t  UW-Madison. 
(up t o  9 years) 

H i l l ,  E r i c .  Spot 's F i r s t  Walk. Putnam. 20 p. 
A pop-up s t o r y  fea tu res  a f r i s k y  puppy's f o r a y  i n t o  a garden, a puddle 
and o t h e r  nearby places. B r i g h t  co lo r ,  a l a r g e  typeface, and study 
page stock d i s t i n g u i s h  a " f i r s t "  book. (up t o  3 years)  

Knotts, Howard. The Sumner Cat. S to ry  and p i c t u r e s  by Howard Knotts. 
Harper. 32 p. 

Ben becanes at tached t o  a myster ious c a t  t h a t  appears i n  h i s  year  regu- 
l a r l y  on summer evenings. When he d iscovers t h a t  the  c a t  i s  owned by 
a woman who l i v e s  on t h e  o t h e r  s ide  o f  t h e  woods d u r i n g  t h e  sumner only, 
he t r i e s  t o  make t h e  c a t  " love  me more than t h a t  summer lady." Black 
and wh i te  drawings g i v e  d e t a i l  and r e i n f o r c e  the  s t o r y  w i t h  de l icacy.  
(4-9 years)  

Tord, B i jou .  Ar f ,  Boo, C l i ck ;  An Alphabet o f  Sounds. Four Winds. 
D. 
An ingenious concept book uses "sound words" such as "arf ,  boo, and 
c l i c k "  t o  d e l i n e a t e  t h e  alphabet.  Red, ye l low,  green and b lack l i n e  
drawings and type  o f  many s izes  add v a r i e t y  t o  an unusual alphabet 
book. (up t o  6 years)  

Lewin, Betsy. Cat Count. Dodd, Mead. 32 p. 
Cartoon ca ts  w i t h  mischievous g r i n s  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  l i v e l y ,  s i l l y  
a c t i v i t y  accompanied by s imple rhythmic l y r i c s .  A con t inu ing  equat ion 
i n  t h e  upper r i g h t  hand corner  o f  each page spread extends the  use o f  
the  book beyond those c h i l d r e n  j u s t  l e a r n i n g  t o  count. The s u r p r i s e  a t  
t h e  end i s  i n  keeping w i t h  t h e  "up" bea t  o f  t h e  book. (up t o  9 years) 

Lobel, Arnold. Uncle E le  hant. Harper. 64 p. (An I Can Read Book) 
Nine chapters t e  --r+- t h e  s t o r y  o f  an u n c l e ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  h i s  nephew 
d u r i n g  an urgent  t ime  i n  t h e  fami ly .  Readers w i l l  f i n d  a wonderful  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  revealed s t o r y  by s to ry .  (4-9 years) 

Marshal l ,  Edward. Three by t h e  Sea. P ic tu res  by James Marshal l .  D i a l .  
48 p. 

Three c h i l d r e n  make up s t o r i e s  t o  e n t e r t a i n  each o ther  w h i l e  spending 
a day a t  t h e  beach. The th ree  types o f  s t o r i e s  w i t h i n  one s t o r y  are a 
welcome technique i n  an unusual ly  f i n e  beginning reader. 

Rabe, Berniece. The Balancing G i r l .  P i c tu res  by L i l l i a n  Hoban. Dutton. 
32 p. 

Margaret can balance a book on her head and b locks i n  a tower. A deter-  
mined and compet i t i ve  c h i l d  f inds y e t  another way t o  be successful a t  t h e  
school ca rn iva l ;  the  wheelchai r  and l e g  braces she uses are i n c i d e n t a l  
t o  her  f u l l  involvement i n  classroom and peer a c t i v i t i e s .  The subdued 
c o l o r s  o f  the  drawings and p a i n t i n g s  p i c t u r e  a contemporary classroom. 
(4-9 years)  
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Sendak, Maurice. Outside Over There. Harper. 36 p. 
Ida ventures i n t o  "outside over there" t o  rescue her baby s i s t e r  f r u n  
the  goblins. A pastiche o f  images and a r t i s t i c  s t y les  embodies the 
dreamlike nature o f  t h i s  fantasy. (A  1982 Caldecott Honor Book) 
( a l l  ages) 

Shannon, George. The Gang and Mrs. Higgins. Pictures by Andrew Vines. 
Greenwi llow. 47 D. (A  Greenwillow Read-Alone Book) 

A t a l e  he heard as a c h i l d  i n  Kansas gave the author the idea f o r  t h i s  
s tory  f o r  beginning readers. Quick ac t ion  and robust characters earmark 
an adventure f o r  beginning readers t o  enjoy. (4-9 years) 

Shannon, George. L i z a r d ' s .  I 1  l us t ra ted  by Jose Aruego and Ariane 
Dewey. Greenwi 1 low. 32 p. 

Bear discovers tha t  s inging h i s  own song i s  much be t te r  than t r y i n g  t o  
copy t h a t  o f  a f r iend.  A br ight ,  f l a t ,  poster - l i ke  use o f  images and 
spaces s u i t s  t h i s  s tory  by an Eau Cla i re  wr i te r .  (up t o  9 years) 

Van Allsburg, Chris. Jumanji. Wri t ten and i l l u s t r a t e d  by Chris Van 
Allsburg. Houghton. 32 

S t r i k i n g  black and wh&e penci l  dravlngs from s h i f t i n g  and unusual per- 
spectives juxtapose d a i l y  d e t a i l  w i th  fan tas t i c  absurdity as two bored 
and res t less  ch i ld ren play Jumanji, "a jungle adventure game, fun f o r  
some but  not  f o r  a l l . "  (1982 Caldecott Medal Winner) (4-9 years) 

Waterton, Betty. Pett ranel  la. With i l l u s t r a t i o n s  by Ann Blades. Vanguard. 
28 p. 

A Canadian p r i z e  winning book presents b r i g h t l y  colored paint ings 
i l l u s t r a t i n g  the b r i e f  s to ry  o f  a pioneer fami ly 's  oxcart  journey during 
which a c h i l d  loses the bag o f  her grandmother's seeds she promised t o  
p lant  a t  t h e i r  new Wisconsin home. (4-9 years) 

Williams, Vera. Three Days on a River i n  a Red Canoe. Greenwillow. 32 p. 
Ch i l d l i ke  t e x t  and colored drawings repor t  and record a canoe t r i p  down 
a r i ve r .  Deta i ls  of preparation and p r a c t i c a l i t i e s  o f  cam i n g  are i n t e r -  
woven w i t h  the adventure and fun o f  the t r i p .  (4-9 years! 

FICTION FOR YOUNGER READERS 

Byars, Betsy. The C b i l  War I l l u s t r a t e d  by Gai l  Owens. Viking. 126 p. 
Simon and Tony -=-b-h v e o r  t e a t ten t i on  o f  the same classmate: Cybil  
Ackerman. A l ight-hearted look a t  a classroom romance and a t  the nature 
o f  f r iendsh ip  and loya l ty .  (9-11 years) 

Cameron, Ann. The S to r i  es Ju l i an  Te l ls .  I l l u s t r a t e d  by Ann Strugnel l  . 
Pantheon. 71 D. 

Large typeface and frequent i l l u s t r a t i o n s  w i l l  i n v i t e  new readers t o  
t r y  a chapter book o f  s i x  fami ly  s to r i es  beginning w i th  a pudding epi-  
sode which i s  easy t o  enjoy and hard t o  forget !  An espec ia l ly  sympa- 
t h e t i c  f a the r  i s  one o f  the memorable aspects o f  the ser ies o f  
episodic stor ies.  The author grew up i n  Rice Lake. (4-9 years) 

Hautzig, Esther. A G i f t  f o r  Mama. I l l u s t r a t e d  by Donna Diamond. Viking. 
56 p. 

Ten-year-old Sara i s  determined t o  buy ra the r  than make a g i f t  f o r  her 
mother. Her aunt helps her f i n d a  way t o  earn the money i n  a s to ry  w i th  
a universal  theme o f  g i v ing  and rece iv ing set  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  t ime i n  
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Vilna, Poland. Black and white monoprints i l l u s t r a t e  a story fo r  
which extraordinary care has been taken t o  make a beautifully bound 
and designed book. (7-9 years) 

Lewis, Naomi. The S i l en t  Playmate; A Collection of Doll Stories.  Edited 
and w i t h  an introduction by Naomi Lewis. I l l u s t r a t ed  by Harold Jones. 
Macmillan. 223 p. 

A f i n e  collection of s to r i e s  about a l l  kinds of dol ls  includes excerpts 
from longer works of f i c t ion ,  fo lk ta les ,  short  s to r i e s  and poetry from 
several cultures. Lewis ' excel l en t  introduction broadly in terpre ts  do1 1 s 
t o  include t i n  so ld iers ,  wind up toys, and stuffed animals. A l i s t  of 
more do1 1 s to r i e s  i s  appended. Authors represented include Charles 
Kingsley, Laura Ingalls  Wilder, Robert Louis Stevenson, E. Nesbit, 
Katherine Mansfield, Laurence Housman, and Kenneth Grahame. (4-11 years) 

Pellowski, Anne. Sta i rs tep  Farm: Anna Rose's Story. Pictures by Wendy 
Watson. Philomel. 116 p. 

Episodic s to r i e s  of rural Wisconsin l iving in the 1930's t e l l  of cookie 
baking, ghostly games, dress up, t h i s t l e  chopping, a tornado and holi- 
day customs in  a large,  happy, Catholic, Polish-American family. The 
author grew up in Trempealeau County where t h i s  and other books i n  a 
generation-by-generation sequence a re  se t .  She gathered information f o r  
them fran archival records in  Wisconsin and even i n  Poland as well as 
from people l iving there a t  the time. The f i r s t  book t o  be published 
Willow Wind Farm, i s  s e t  in the  1960's. Two other books will  be pub- 
l i shed next year and a re  s e t  early in the  20th Century and l a t e  in the 
19th Century. (7-11 years) 

FICTION FOR MIDDLE READERS 

Alexander, Lloyd. Westmark. Dutton. 184 p. 
Theo, a fugi t ive  from the law, becomes embroiled i n  adventures with a 
roguish doctor and i n  incendiary plots of revolutionaries in Westmark, 
a land ruled by vil lainous Chief Minister Cabbarus. Episodic chapters 
with c l i f f  hanging endings and plenty of action make t h i s  excit ing as 
a read-aloud. (9-13 years) 

h e s ,  Mildred. Anna t o  the In f in i t e  Power. Scribner. 198 p. 
A twelve-year-old math whiz who almost seems t o  be a human computer 
accidentally f inds out tha t  she i s  a clone and tha t  she i s  part of an 
experiment w i t h  somewhat ominous overtones. The time i s  the 1990's. 
(9-13 years) 

Baker, Olaf. Where the Euffaloes Begin. Drawings by Stephen Gamnell. 
Warne. 46 P. 

A legend-like story features 10-year-old L i t t l e  Wolf who could run the 
t a s t e s t ,  catch and ride the wildest pony and knew no fear.  As he goes 
t o  "where the buffaloes begin" he i s  catapulted in to  riding t o  save his 
people. Black and white drawings perfectly complement the story which 
was f i r s t  published in  the magazine St. Ni cholas in February, 1915. 
Excellent and accurate drawings of objects from L i t t l e  Wolf's l i f e  and 
culture divide sections of the story. (A 1982 Caldecott Honor Book) 
(7-11 years)  

Bond, Nancy. The Voyage Begun. Atheneum/A Margaret K. McElderry Book. 
319 D. 

s e t  i n  a not-too-distant future on an almost deserted Cape Cod, a long 
novel unfolds the impact of energy resource depletion. Eleven-year-old 



Page 14 

Mickey i s  defiant and independent as she learns to  work for an old boat 
builder, An older brother i s  in a gang "The Salvages" which burns the 
boat and gives trouble to  16-year-old Paul,.a thoughtful newcomer to  
the area. Parents and other adult characters are as powerfully drawn 
as children and teenagers. Threads of subplots and lives intersect in 
a remarkably well written, original work which thrusts readers into con- 
sidering what might happen next in the book as well as in real l i f e .  
Gifted readers will enjoy the depth and scope of the story. (Winner: 
CCGC Straw Newbery Vote) (9 years and older) 

Donnelly, Elfie. So Long, Grandpa. Translated by Anthea Bell. Crown. 
90 p. 

Childhood perceptions of l i f e  and death are interwoven with the prac- 
t i ca l ,  daily routine of living with a terminally-ill person. A 
touching f i r s t  person narrative notable for the warmth and humor of 
ten-year-old Michael ' s  re1 ationshi p with his grandpa, a character who 
i s  extremely we1 1 developed. (Winner: 1979 German Children's Book 
Prize) (9-13 years) 

Heide, Florence Parry. Treehorn's Treasure. Drawings by Edward Gowy. 
Holidav House. 64 D. 

T& unforgettable boy of The Shrinking of Treehorn returns in a 
similarly-designed book. One day Treehorn notices the leaves on a tree 
changing into do1 la r  b i l l s .  Since this  occurs shortly af ter  Treehorn's 
father announces that money doesn't grow on trees, and they must save 
for a rainy day. Treehorn t r i e s  but f a i l s  to  get the attention of 
adults to what he i s  saying. Puns, irony, and droll social observation 
mark the witty text by a Kenosha writer and "Goreyesque" illustrations 
enhance each page spread. (9 years and older) 

Keller, Beverly. The Sea Watch. Four Winds. 134 p. 
A funny, punny mystery flrred with outlandish events, dastardly deeds 
and unlikely heroes. (9-13 years) 

Lively, Penelope. The Revenge of Samuel Stokes. Dutton. 122 p. 
A washing machine smells of roast venison. Tobacco smoke canes fran the 
television. A greenhouse turns into a Greek temple. The ghost of 
Samuel Stokes asserts i t s e l f  when Charstock Park, a housing estate, i s  
built  on the s i t e  of an eighteenth century garden he'd designed. (9-13 
years) 

McGraw, Eloise Jarvis. The Money Rom. Atheneum/A Margaret K. McElderry 
Book. 182 D.  

short1 y' a f te r  moving onto the Oregon property their  great-grandfather 
l e f t  their mother, Scott and Lindy determine to find his near-legendary 
Money Roan. A series of unusual and baffling incidents soon has t h e m  
wondering just who else i s  looking for the Money Roan. (9-13 years) 

Rodowsky, Colby. The Gathering Room. Farrar. 186 p. 
The self-imposed isolation of nine-year-old Mudge and his parents as 
caretakers of Edgemount Centeter begins t o  change when A u n t  Ernestus 
canes for a v i s i t .  (9-13 yearsf 

Sargent, Sarah. Secret Lies. Crown. 118 p. 
Thi rteen-year-old Elvi ra Judson travels to  stay with re1 atives she 
barely knows in Virginia and finds the distinction between her romantic 
fantasies and the real i t ies  of her l i f e  and theirs. The author lives 
in Oshkosh. (9-13 years) 
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Uchida, Yoshiko. A J a r  o f  Dreams. Atheneun/A Margaret K. McElderry Book. 
131 P. 

Eleven-year-old Rinko l i v e s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  dur ing  t h e  Depression. She 
d iscovers the  na tu re  o f  rac ism and t h e  p r e j u d i c e  aga ins t  people born 
i n  Japan l i k e  her  parents  and aunt. (9-13 years)  

Wiseman, David. Jerem Vis ick.  Houghton. 170 p. 
Twelve-year-o & a t t  ew begins a school assignment by observing epi taphs 
i n  a l o c a l  cemetery and i s  drawn t o  f i n d  ou t  more about and even t o  
a s s i s t  a boy l o s t  i n  a m in ing  d i s a s t e r  a century e a r l i e r  i n  Cornwall 
where they bo th  l i v e ( d ) .  (9-13 years)  

Zaring, Jane. The Return o f  t h e  Dragon. I l l u s t r a t e d  by P o l l y  Broman. 
Houghton. 146 p. 

The dragon Carador must prove he i s  no longer  t h e  t e r r o r  o f  Wales by 
doing twelve good deeds. U n l i k e l y  f a c t s  i n  t h e  Carador s t o r i e s  a r e  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  t rue,  b u t  the  adventures a re  more firmly roo ted  i n  geo- 
graphy than h i s t o r y .  (9-13 years)  

FICTION FOR OLDER READERS 

Chi ldress,  A1 i c e .  Rainbow Jordan. Coward. 123 p. 
Women o f  f o u r  generat ions a re  por t rayed  as 14-year-old Rainbow attempts 
t o  f i n d  hope and promise i n  her  l i f e .  Rainbow's mother was a c h i l d  her- 
s e l f  when she became a parent .  Rainbow's involvement w i t h  o t h e r  women 
o f  d i f f e r i n g  s o c i a l  and economic c lasses helps her  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  who 
she i s  w i t h  respect  t o  demands on her  from a f o s t e r  parent,  a s o c i a l  
worker, a boy f r iend  and others. The syntax o f  B lack Eng l i sh  i s  used 
s k i l l f u l l y  and the  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  a r e  splendid. (Honor Book: CCBC 
Straw Fiewbery Vote) (14 years and o l d e r )  

Hamilton, V i r g i n i a .  The Gather in  . Greenwillow. 179 p. 
I n  t h e  t h i r d  and & The J u s t i c e  Cycle. f o u r  modern dav c h i l -  
dren r e t u r n  t o  Dustland, the  wor ld  o f  t h e  d i i t a n t  fu tu re ,  b r i n g i n g  w i t h  
them The Watcher, a gene t i c  g i f t  necessary t o  the s u r v i v a l  o f  a l l  
f u t u r e  l i f e  forms. The author  has created an ex t raord inary  fan tasy  
wor ld  w i t h i n  the framework of modern evo lu t ionary  theory  i n  which she 
explores t h e  concepts o f  time, change, power, and r e c n o n s i b i l i t y .  
(14 years and o l d e r )  

Hunter, M o l l i e .  You Never Knew Her As I Did. Harper. 216 p. 
Young W i l l  Douglas i s  devoted t o  t h e  imprisoned Mary, Queen o f  Scots. 
H i s  r o l e  i n  p l o t t i n g  and c a r r y i n g  ou t  her  escape i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  adven- 
ture.  A genealogical c h a r t  a t  the  end o f  the  book a s s i s t s  i n  unrave l ing  
the  web o f  r o y a l  and p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  which a r e  e s s e n t i a l  
t o  t h e  s to ry .  (14 years and o l d e r )  

Kerr,  M. E. L i t t l e  L i t t l e .  Harper. 183 p. 
Nar ra t i ves  f rom t h e  a l t e r n a t i n g  v iewpoints  o f  18-vear-old L i t t l e  L i t t l e  
LaEel le  and Sydney Cinnamon p rov ide  t h e  v e h i c l e  fir an outrageous 
s a t i r e  on contemporary middle c lass U.S. mores and custanes: conventions, 
personal ized cars, and t e l e v i s i o n  evangel is ts  - t o  name a few ta rge ts  
o f  t h e  author. A perspect ive rfi ich, as ton ish ing ly ,  does n o t  r i d i c u l e  
the  American Diminut ives and o ther  dwarfs who a re  c e n t r a l  t o  the  novel.  
(14 years and o l d e r )  
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Kullman, Harry. The B a t t l e  Horse. Translated f r a n  the Swedish by George 
Blecher and Lone fhygesen-Blecher. Bradbury. 183 p. 

A poor pub l ic  school k i d  i n  Sweden dur ing the Depression i s  t h r i l l e d  
t o  become involved i n  the popular jous t ing  tournaments i n  which upper 
class teenagers are the knights r i d i n g  on the shoulders o f  the  lower 
class par t ic ipants  who become horses. A sombre, compel 1 i ng  , important 
novel examines conf 1 i c t s  between classes and sexes. L i t e ra ry  a1 1 usions 
from Cal l  o f  the Wild, Gu l l i ve r ' s  Travels and Ivanhoe develop themes o f  
surv ival .  jus t ice .  and romance. The author was runner-up f o r  the 1980 
Hans ~ h r i s i i a n  ~ndersen  Redal, which honors a t o t a l  body' o f  wr i t ing ;  
Kullman has w r i t t e n  19 novels f o r  young readers i n  Sweden. (1982 
Batchelder Award Winner) (14 years and older)  

McHargue, Georgess. The Horseman 5 Word. Delacorte. 259 p. 
Champion r i d e r  LeTgh Powers leaves Boston f o r  the sumner t o  manage her 
a i l i n g  uncle's pony-trekking business i n  Scotland. Her growing f r iend-  
ship w i t h  neighboring Rob T in to  u l t ima te l y  leads t o  her pa r t i c i pa t i on  
i n  the secret, f o r  males only, ceremony, the  Horseman's Word. (14 years 
and older)  

Nostingler, Christ ine. Luke and Angela. Translated by Anthea Be1 I .  
Harcourt. 144 D. .. 

As two l i f e i o n g  f r iends and neighbors approach adolescence, changes 
i nev i tab l y  occur i n  t h e i r  re lat ionship.  Their  school l i f e  and apart- 
ment house camnunity i n  Vienna are p ic tured wel l  as are the dilemmas 
o f  being caught between childhood and adulthood. Humor marks a s to ry  
which, i n  i t s  hardcover edi t ion,  looks much "younger" i n  appeal than 
i t s  content ac tua l l y  i s .  (14 years and older)  

Schlee, Ann. The Vandal. Crown. 188 p. 
Paul's v iofent  outbursts and contfnual questions d i s rup t  a repressive 
society dependent on i t s  members re ta in ing  memory f o r  no longer than 
three days. A psychological ly  suspenseful novel o f  the future.  
(Winner: 1980 Guardian Award i n  England) (14 years and older)  

Skurzyns k i  , Gloria. Manwolf. Houghton/Clarion. 174 p. 
As he reaches a d o m e ,  Adam rea l izes  t h a t  people th ink  he i s  a 
werewolf. The d e t a i l s  o f  l i f e  i n  medieval Poland are well-developed 
as i s  a p l o t  based on knowledge o f  an actual i n t e r i t e d  disease so ra re  
t h a t  only seventy cases are recorded. Vict ims o f  t h i s  incurable 
disease have an excess o f  porphyrins o r  red dyes i n  t h e i r  blood, causing 
t h e i r  bones, tee th  and u r ine  t o  become red. (14 years and older)  

Slepian, Jan. Lester 's  Turn. Maanillan. 139 p. 
Lester, a teenager w i th  cerebral palsy, struggles t o  b r i ng  warmth and 
f r iendsh ip  t o  h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  f r i end  Al f red.  The narrat ive,  a 
s to rv  se t  i n  t he  1940's i s  marked w i t h  the cvnicism snd hope t yp i ca l  - .  
o f  -a';lol&ents approaching adulthood. (14 G a r s  and older)  

Taylor, Wildred. Let  the  C i r c l e  Be Unbroken. Rial .  394 p. 
The Logans f i n d g t h  and support i n  t h e i r  fami ly  and t h e i r  comnunity 
as they and other blacks encounter the  racism and the impact o f  govern- 
ment p o l i c y  i n  r u r a l  Mississippi  dur ing the Depression o f  t he  1930's. 
(Honor Book: CCBC Straw Newbery Vote) (14 years and older)  

Tolan, Stephanie S. No Safe Harbors. Scribner. 184 p. 
Sixteen-year-old- Amanda S te r l i ng ' s  safe, middle c lass world i s  challenged 
when her father,  the  mayor o f  an Ohio r i v e r  c i t y ,  i s  i nd i c ted  f o r  accep- 
t i n g  a br ibe.  Her unexpected f r iendship w i t h  Jo Schmidt, a mechanic 
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working t o  f inance t h e  c o l l e g e  educat ion f o r  which h i s  f a t h e r  re fuses 
t o  pay, helps her  look  beneath the  sur face and begin t o  accept d i f f e r -  
ences and weaknesses i n  others. The au thor  grew up i n  Kenosha. 
(14 years and o l d e r )  

Westal l ,  Robert. The Scarecrows. Greenwillow. 185 p. 
Thi  r t e e n - y e a r - v r c e p t i o n s  o f  r e a l i t y  a re  d r a s t i  c a l l  y 
a l t e r e d  by h i s  rage and jea lousy a t  h i s  mother 's  remarr iage t o  a 
sloppy, good-hearted a r t i s t ,  so u n l i k e  h i s  s o l d i e r  fa ther .  A powerful  
and f r i g h t e n i n g  account o f  one boy 's  s t r u g g l e  t o  accept t h e  circum- 
stances around him. (14 years and o l d e r )  

Noteworthy new e d i t i o n s  o f  c l a s s i c  novels: 

Twain, Mark. The Annotated HUCKLEBERRY FINN: Adventures o f  Huckleberry 
Finn. By Mark Twain (Samue - emens), w i t h  an i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  notes, and 
b i b l i o g r a p h y  by Michael Pat:ik i:arn. Clarkson N. Po t te r ,  I n c . / d i s t r i b u t e d  
by Crown. 378 p. 

Stevenson, Robert Louis. Treasure I s land .  I l l u s t r a t e d  by N. C. Wyeth. 
Reissued by Charles S c r i b n e r ' s  Sons t o  c m e m o r a t e  the  100th anniversary o f  
t h e  s t o r y ' s  o r i g i n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  F i r s t  publ ished i n  t h i s  e d i t i o n  i n  1911. 
273 p. 

Th is  se lec ted  b ib l iog raphy  may be reproduced i n  q u a n t i t y  "as i s "  by persons 
i n  Wisconsin as long  as c r e d i t  i s  given t o  the  compi lers  and t o  t h e  
Cooperat ive Ch i ld ren 's  Book Center. A d d i t i o n a l  s i n g l e  copies o f  t h i s  and 
o t h e r  se lec ted  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  o f  c h i l d r e n ' s  books may be obta ined by 
sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope t o  Cooperat ive Ch i ld ren 's  Book 
Center, 4290 Helen C. White H a l l ,  600 N. Park S t ree t ,  Madison, W I  53706. 
(608) 263-3720. 




