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ABs'r IilleT

The subject for this seminar paper is the early his-

tory of Galesville University, located in Galesville, xis-

consin. This university "vas chartered in l854.J.:he first;

classes met in 1858, and the first gra.du.ation '·i!8.8 in 1865.

It ~as closed as a college in 1939. The school ~as the re-

suIt of the efforts of Georse Gale who also fO-~lded the

-<,.till of Galesville. He endowed this new institution

:; c.~)rlsi{] ..eI·:able 8~[nOU.11t of virq~in 1c..... to promote the

a:mbitioD., arc insti tution of

'~cr the youtll of northwestern , .
lsconSlIl.

b.if'l.ler

;:-)cillJuel Falloi,vs ~just [~r(.ldua.tedfro:rrl the 'U.nive:.esi ,of is-

trol of the es"t isconsin thodist COl1fere~ice ~ntil 18760

controlled it for the next twent

fiye years.

licaJ~ l:LI'ch. It WdS finally closed r the lac',-

of :=.1.tt·2na811ce anab8C':lUSe of financial aif ficul ties.

Although it was never & lcrge school, Galesville Uni~

verSlty did :;;uch to keep alive the torch of leaTuints in, i ;3-

consin's north;fosto
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IlTTRODUCTIOU

The charter for Galesville Un..iversi ty 'Has

obtained in January of 1854 by George Gale. At this

same time he also obtained the organization of the new

county of Trempealeau, cd th its seat at the village of

GD.lesvi1le, l;Jhich Has to be the location of the univc:rsi ty.

It ~'JaS planned as a univorsi t7 being autb,orized for depart-

ments of letters, mecha..1'1ical arts, agriculture, lavl,

The building o~ the mJiversity,... " ..,. ~,.

SClenCB filQ 'GaCvlCS.

medicine 't' 1 'ana J:1.0 0 ogy, 'G 0 \'rhicn Fas later added nlili tf):ry

begLLD. in 1858, ',JaS completed in 1:62.

Hr. Gale induced Rev. Sar.mel FalloHs to st;u.-.t

classes in 11;:"';T of' 1859 in the :eecently erected f'rmne

courthouse '"hile \Jerk r:r'oceeded on the univspsi ty bu,ilding.

In the fal:L of 1859 cLl38es 0lJoned in the first c 1eted

Scholarships Here issued to

cOL'lpletion of: t~l'J,e ollilo; ng of tIle Aftor

sevs:eal years tli.ese ~:Jei?O :c () 1'":1

nance of' inst:;,'-'uction except t}~e f2_:C>ID, attO-ched to the

building.

IThe scholarships 1;;e1"e purchased b:T prominent
persons of tl--ds area to~ helD fi11ance the cO n"tinued build­
ing of the uni.versity. The~' in turn Hould select students
to be Kiven f'ree tuition to attend the univGI'si ty. Th,e

<~

d uldb ' '.1-..'" "c>' ,onore wo e glven recognl0lon on ~ne cer~lllca~es.
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The charter gave control ot: the university to the

Hethodist E].::>iscopal Church at: '.'Jisc ons in, Hhich assumed

that control in 1859. In 1877 a ch&'lge in the terms at:

the charter trnnst:erred the control of' the university to

the Pre sb:Tterian General li.ssembly" and in 1901 i t ~'JaS

purcha.sed by the NorHegian Evangelical Lutheran Church.

The TID.me 'j;·,ras clJanged from Galesville University to Gale

College~ illld it continued as a college until 1939. For

the next two Y88.1"3 the buildings remained l.moccupied.

1'118n in 191).1 the bv.ilJ.ings Here sold to the Society of

A i'ire in the leGO I s destroyed the 2:-'ecord8 of

the early history of this univnrsity,. theref'ore" the

source material for this paper 'Has obt:lined fl"om secondary

storian

f:-eom G:Jlesville, sconsin, letters, newsp2per c1

the univC':,:,s:Lty.





THE FOUNDER

3

George Gale W8.S born November 30, 1816, at Burlington.,

Vermont. He attended common school but not college; in

later life he received several .bonorary degrees. In the

Gale Family Records, he wrote:-

The facilities for an education was a common
school, a mile down the mountain .. which was m8.de
ayailahle, and the children all obtained a fair com­
mon school education including Arithmetic and Gram­
!l1ar.. Until his sixteenth yea:r he was regarded as a
dull scholar.. and ITl<1de no more tha.."l the ordinary ad­
vancement in his stUdies, but excelled in his skill
in hunting the Partridge and Woodchuck with his dog
and gun, a..lld in fishing for the speckled trou·t in
the mountain brooks, to which sports he devoted ev­
ery hour which he could obtain from hi! ordinary em­
ployment in clearing land ffild farming. But, in the
summex' of his sixteenth yeax, he borrowed of a
neighbor, Walterfs Life of Bonaparte, which he read
very attentively andTI' h"&d the effects of arousing
his latent ambition, and he came to the very sen­
sible conclusion that usefulness, fame and wealth
was not so much an accident as ,:Ul achievement reach­
ed by patient industry ~~d talent, and that in that
af,~e of science and knowledit.e, the successful competi­
tor would prob,jbl~rbe the one best instructed in the
science and knowled~"e of the world.

From this time hunting and fislling ceased to
oe his favorite sport and he devoted every leisure
moment in reading approved authors in history, biog­
raph;,'? and travels, :::md after <lbout two 1,:;ars he pro­
cured }I" lint ~ s treatise on Land Gurvey-i.:ag, and fu.ll;;r
mastered its con.tents ;vithout an instructor and com­
nenced. practical surveying with success. After sur­
veying, he took up Navigation, Chemistr'y, a:!:ldHorks
on ./1 stronomy, Minerology, and Geology; and. ,;t twenty­
one years of age George had obtained a fair knowledge

1m the Gale Fawily Records Gale wrote in the third
person about himself.
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of the himer mathematics and Natural History
(forulerlyC~botany and z.oolog.~).2

At the age of 23, he commen.ced re;:;din.g law, '3l1d two

years later was admitted to the bar. The preceding year,

1840, he served as Post~aster of Waterbury Center, Vermont.

In 1841 he migrated to Elkhorn, Walworth county, Yiisconsin,

ar.ld enf~aged in the pI'e,ctice ot' law.. ,'ihile 1ivin£3; there he
:;;

f1li:.irrit:;.'d Gertrude Young in 1844• ./ 'J:he fall electiOi.l of 18L~7

listed him a.s a dele e to -the convf;ni:iion. called to form

the cQ,llE:rti tution of t~b.e X1ev; st 6 of 7iiscoI1sirl, 1J:11~:.:re he

contim),ed to practice laYif.

In 1855 he won ·the election as

the:1 ~L t ~he youth of Ilorth western

OU. ed.j;~c·:;:~tfiorr>-a.l fJ..0 V'EJ.11 t; of

---_..~-"--------
-'
-(}eor':~;:13 {}8.1e ~

i t~b. (~::

A

/Editorial the Ga1 2eville

.,
'""~:;di"'Goridl :in the G;:llesville .Repu·olicsn., Apri.l ?'.l 19)1.

7 JLt'thur Giere, nHistory of Galesville Hniversi'ty, HJ:;,4­
194011 (unpublished manuscript, Galesvil1<3: 1940), p", 110
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common schools, he sought to interest La Crosse in estab-

lishing a school of higher learning. The country being new,

the project did not find favor with the people, and nothing
r

was done to carry out this worthy design.o Gale, though

unsuccessful in that effort, did establish a village and

build a school.

l,;lY. Gale :::rJOved from La Crosse to a farm near Gales-

carried on serving as

circvit judGe, platted Galesville, mapped Trempealeau

COlLIl and founded ;:~i~J.lesville Universi t Jr • Besid.es these,

was ons' of the first promoters of 3. railroad to reach

La CI'08;;6, and tL.ough it was never built under the Dro-

posed na.me ~ it Vias an incentive for others to later accuire

CivilYar Judge G-ale ~ too old fer active

statesc 112 served for a time as head of the i] "C

Cl1s...r-l,c S tOll if;

LDa~l,3.Tia '1 ell left ~im in ill health

6Daniel fJteele Durrie, It n:emoir of Ge orE€: Gale, n

',i3consin Hi storical Col1ections~ (lI,ladison: PU.blisb.3d 'Jy~ tne
''3ociety? "ISlOB), Volume 7, 42~

'7T\;~ 9alesville Gentenni,g, 12.54-1954 , (Galesvil13:
Centennial COcDmittee, 1(54), p. 6.



6

and caused his decision to reSi&l as president of the univer­

"t 8s~ y.

A~ter the graduation of the first university class

in 1865, illid his resignation from the presidency of the uni-

versity, he retired to bis farm where he died on April 18,

lE;68, just before hi s 52nd bi.rthday. 9 He was buried on the

tUliversity groill1ds where & monument has been erected and the

lot enclosed with an iron fence.

In June, 1880 a portrait of him was placed in the lib­

rary of the school. 1J At the bottom of this portrait is an

inscription, done in Latin, which conveys the following sen-

tiInents~

\Ve, the present custodians, accept this
very fine likeness of George Gale, the benevo
lent founder of the university, as evidence
that we, as far as we are able, will in his
Btead, continue and complete his ""<JOrk, for our
country and. prosterity forever.

Dated tbis 3rd day before the Calends of
July $ A. D., 1880.

Gale achieved the reputation as a person com-

;::;etcimt in many lines of \;;tor}ct. An array of titles and ae-

complishments 1'ol10'N8 the mention of his n:J.::!J8. ]J.is

{Ler-;r(~es ~:;Jer8 tilOi:38 of j:jaster of .Arts •

8 , . ., 1rjal-8SVlJ. 8 Republic8..L""1, 6, 19~Y+.

a
"Arthur Giere, ltHistory of Galesville University,

1854-1940," p. 15.

lOWilliam Gale, Jr., presented the portrait of his
father to the university. It had been done by an artist
in Brooklyn, New York. Galesville Indenendent, July, 1880.
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In addition to his work as a statesman and judge, he found

time to continue for eleven years as head of Galesville Un-

i "Jersity. As a ,journalist, Gale started the Western Star

at Elkhorn, the first paper in Walworth COlli~ty, and was a

corres}Jondent for the Galesville 'Transcript for five years. 11

One of the most active societies of Galesville University

';ras the Upper Mississippi Historical Society which was

founded at the university in 1863.
12

Gale was the orgaI,,-

izer of this society, and he became its president. He was

greatly teres-;:,;ed in the aboriginal history of the North-

'1 tes, and in l~he State Historical Society (of

which he ';\'as an hOrlD.l.·~:.u'~? member, and SUbsequently i'-~ yict:;-

qret?ident). He lJrepar~(l a pc.per on the IlHistory of the

Chippewa Nation of India.ns, II ;)'lhich was read bei'ore the 80-

~~~+~on0~ +hc Gale Famil ..~.l Record~,"-.-,,,,,,,.. 2- V-a.~ ..t- v'il 'J ............- __-~_ ( ..._ I

J.. ClE;t

A contempora.ry of Georhe Gale wrote about him:

----------
1 '\
..... ~H George Gale, H

'021'(;'; L:lDeale2iu and Buffalo.. .. -- -------'--..;;.

12 , . ,
~., p. 740.

"7.;

..L""Daniel Steele Durie, 2J2. cite, p. L~2b...

1411 George Gale, 1\ 2.£.. ci t. ,741 e
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It would perhaps be proper to say that he
was almost intollerant in his sense and adminis­
tration of justice, either on or off the bence.
Judicious lawyers understood the consequence of
incurring his serious displeasure, and usually
avoided that calamity. He was a strong m~~, with
strong purposes, strong attachments, and strong
aversions; and when he decided war against a man
he made the fur fly. He struck boldly, cmd caused
his friends to join in what he mi~~t term as an
1!anvil chorous ll when he gave the truce for !lmusic
from the entire band. fl His devotion to the ex­
cellent educational institution at Galesville,
now flourishing under the presidnecy of Professor
J .;[1. McLaury '(l(Y77-1384), who was the first mac"1
to shake up the citizens of La C~osse to th~ need
of greater efficiency in tho pUblic schools, did
not perini t any of 11i8 friends to lose an oppor­
tunity to contribute to the success of his favor­
ite enterprise. 15

1 ,-
"'/Quoted by Gi.ere ~ ;'History of' Galesville U:-:;j.',rer-

• .... , C' 5-!' 1"/'0 n 1 'Sl,..,jr, ...t.. b- -4- ';}l' ye ,.
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'rHE BUILDING 011'A UN IVEhSITY

In June, 1655, fOLli' yaaI's before the first classes

of the lli~iversity were in session, a board of trustees was

organized. It consisted of fifteen members. George Gale

-:)802,;;"6 the president, Samuel Luce, the secretar,r, a.u.d Ben-

-l ;iE:l..-:"f.:;"ton4 "thG treasure. 1 ..A.s vIas customaIly, ::Ln ~that,:.J F

Iiod, small universities and colleges vlereusuall;y placed

under the patronage llild control of some church denomination.

In .April, 1:357, at a meeting of the truste(ss of the board,

George Gale and John Frencn were 8uthorized to offer the

Galesville Univ'2:rsi ty to ?hethodist Spiscopal Cllurch of

sslection ot'

c~ offer of l~

1
~Gier8, "History of Galesville Universi ,1854~1

.-'

'-'1'-'].A -'-I'" C'.A-.-o. •... '" 0"" /:'-1"', C'-'TO -, 1 P TJ",·j --0 y. '.:: -; t ", 0."'.'1",')- ..:.. J +-1~_, l' "'-..h.'-"'" l) Lr..;;':;>VV~l:} ..L VGl _ ..J-. """-,),.,..i>-_ ...:,J. ...... v·,.; ..... )..:J ...... J ,.,.,;___ i./( IJ ... ....,

Coni's.I'enc€ D..I::. off?r, aCC0l11pa.flL::tJ wi tll a requ.est ;, for tb.s
(:orl.I(:;rpence to t:3~l~e tl1at i-tlstit;u--cion 11.n.d,8I~ i ts St.~·PL:\I-··7isio:n.

control,1I whereupon :3..cl :3.016 committee was apr'OiE'ted tio
consider the expediency or the request, and report to the
Conference at its next session, 1858.

"'I'he cOili2:.i ttee recolJ1Jlended to the Conference of
April, 1858, to accept the offer of the trustees and to
take the institution under its patronage and control.
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When the university building was commenced in 1858,

there were but a few families in the village of Galesville;

and the town of Gale was very sparsely settled. There were

few people who could spare the time to assist Gale with his

project because they were busy building their homes and

cult;iva-ting the fields.. Nevertheless the citizens and the

Eoard of TI'ustee~G assisted Gale in every way they could,

becau.se they ";;'6:re also m'l:,dOU3 to build a school i,vhich would

afford to their children the opportunity for a liberal edu­
4

cation" '

The architect and superintenden.t of ')liCGa. work 'was Samuel

Luce, Gale I s brother in-law. John :Ei'rench ha.ul's-d the timber,

8,)J.d '\'J.illiam CraIil delivered. the limestone i.'rom a qU8..rry J:;f

mil<S~B "Jest of the site. Geo:,::'ge Gale had the N ~~enera.l power

The o1..1ild-

feet with walls 30

build-inc; of the u.niversi ty.. The .80&:0. decided that the sale

~ork. This could create a problem, because purchases could

4'Artttu:r Giere, 1!Historical It(~ms,Cl (Galesville: 192~2),
pe 116. (Manuscript.)

'Giere, "History of Galesville UniveJ:sity,fl p. 6 ..
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the financial pinch .. however, the plan met with approval.

The majority of the scholarships were issued to Gale. The

Board felt that Gale would in no way defeat the object of

his ambition.& Because of the sales of scholarships the

building of the university continued. Two rooms were com-

ple·te,d for use at the ,beginning of the fall term of 1859.

By the fall term of 1262 the project was completed, and the

first l~n.iversity catalog V;ta8 issued. Asset.s totalled

jt17,150. This figure includ.f]d 1096 acres of land valued at

'}lO,400, three lots in La CI'06<:~e ElJ:ld. Trempealeau valued at

lU ~5450, and 237 books 7valued at .$600.

The committee on education of the IAet.hndist Church Con-

ed~,~ational condition of the institution, the committee was

Gon"'tinced. that it t"n}d. been. condu.cted ';\li th fina'1cial £;f.;.:.i1l Ernd.

it was worthy of the support
:::.,

of the church ,'.ll"'1d the pu.blic .-.

6Giere, "Historical Items," p. 119.

7Giere, "History of Galesville University," p .. 6.

8 . "d 21 ~~Ib~ ., pp. -~~.
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CONTROL AND PJ-\i.'EONAGE 0]' GAL~GSVILLE UN IV ;~,ESITY

The schoQl~ known as the oldest in the state~ was

built, as has been aptl,! ,said., by Geor2~e Gale. lie re-

mained president of the school until 1865, when his re3if~-

nation was forced because of ill health. The first epoch

in the history of the school includes the years between

105,9 and lEi?7. It vias deemed desirable to place -Chi2 insti-

t1.J on undc:r the control of som.e church organization, and

thodi st IDpir:~co-

pal Cl1urch acc'3pted this tI'ust, vqhich remai.ned. in its

chal'ge until the Vice-presidents s , "Clurl:r.1:g

s8rvinp; only tvfOIi. l\lcGill,

Ii' er, 1261-1864-; Prof • Lyman Cheney; l864--1E65. I:::

8 institution also ureSl nt of the Eo of :~ez';u>st;~ses.

the institution be placed under the control of some 1 •reJ..l

ion ~hich w~s able "to re~der the necss

supports The Confel'ence of

&CCord.1.Llg,1:,y ~passecl ~~ r-es-:Jlution to 1:«lise a s-....:un of' fift~l

L,
1'{6-"; D UicGill a.TI·d t~_is \viff; t()ol: charge oJ" the u~ivar-

sity i:1 ;3epteil.\1:>2r, H361, cut, because of th'3 enrolL1l6nt of
only 10 students, they ceCalile discouraged and r·eslgced.
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tnis Goney was illade, but proved futile. 3

At the close of the Gilliland presidency, the school

?Jas turned over to the Presbyterian General Ii.s;:;embly. 4- In

tI1.at regime chaIlf;es were made in the school plan. '2he new

trustees revised the course, ruling that the school should

follow the schedules offered by the Phillips Academy of An-

dover, lk'iassachusetts, i:uJtead of the reg;u.alr collegiate

grades before
r

offered.? In 1580 qar Department provided

an instructor of militar:l tactics a.."1d drill, ful.Q the GaJ.es-

11e Dnlve:csi t::r bee arne a full fledged mili tar.y school.

Lieuten'l.nt .John L. Clem, 'Nhowas knovm in the history of "Gllc;

, 1 G
scr~o 0 • as succeeded by Lieuten.-

(i.Ire G. N. Cb.aS8\sho SGIVC-}Q in this cEo.pacity until 1£3,63? :n,

S::1tar.LciiIlg e
no

;'~'." to,
,-.1

I.~ 11estecl') tl1.is irlE3~Git~lltion .tle..d fOI'\ se"'v"'8I'lal I~Te8.:r~s 1:16811 i.t\~-.

-to er'ence that t~le~T needed
& nt. e D~essure ~a3 so
~ .~_~~' ti~:; (; OXl ':~(1lie ;3.t ion re C o.Q1JJ.1ellded. t ~~l ,3. t t,ll'S
(l~r(I~) ~lD~~~ ~~,O· onn ~n th2 i_ns~itution. T~
\_~'~....... ./~::..~ -.......'....L,::-> ...... ;f'/ ., v'...' v .............. _ ~.<\.,_-'v..- ,..;;,.. 'J

TJ el.s erltiI~21:l 1111;jllSt ~:~ic ,D\lt~ i-\_~

a '"ilOt2 ea..

, ..- ,-,"t''-,:.. .. ,.. ;,,~ v.....:...

I,
"-t'T)~l"'''''; n~. +-1 ~ C' "('7"r..::,pr flP,l'('r] )'\ th.. l"'OU. S('.1T.o.F~ ;~:~(~.;:'(~t (:.:t'i·('JI<';~ ~

........ '......... ...L J.....L-_(:. ~).L ..l....",") t/ '-...... \ -" r , ...... -~ -- -' '-.-.~- - '-"-I

charter of this institution ~as ~l~nuled

sta.te L!3gislature EL~ld. ~<VE:iS ty·a,nsferred to ~;"~~'TQ·~:·L,el~ clJ..lJ.Tcb.•

~

"Gie1..~e ,

6Galesville Centennial, 1854-1954-, p. 8.
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practical. Fresidents serving during the Fresbyterian regime

included Rev. John 0. McLawry, 1877-1883; Rev. J. I~win Smith,

1883-1688; neVe J. fu. Rogers, 1888-1894; Rev. J. George, 1894-

1896; durin~ the following year the school closed,7 but in

1897 Rev. G. James Jones was seclrred as president and served

un.til 18981 Rev. "j. D. 'rhomas took charge in 1898, serving

, . 1 t 1 ' +~ f 'h hi' 10v"1. 8·U.nr.;2 iJ.'le -cransJ.. er o~ -c.·.. e se 00 l.n ./ This denomina-

tion found itself' in the financial )osition of having to

enoose between Galesville U1JiveTsi t;r ac.d. Carroll (;011 8 r';;8 , !;'!c.1i.l-

.~·:e3ha. Car::!..··oll being the stronger won the d.ecision. The 11.:1i-

versity '",'as sold to the qoriNegian Synod Lutheran ChUI'cb. fer

ye&rs carried on quite 3u.cCGssfully. Tts S8ill8 situation 8.5

11. ad. nl2~.n·y

alimina on of so~e

10o:cs.

del)t 0 f the scrlcol 11.c~i.t:L.t.}.g.

a cash bequest of ,000 was
c'. '.' t.;~1 'E:? 3 C }'1 0 ()1 <~ ~>'3 S llu.1 e

jcar 1296-1897 cecs.use of ~~l~

reached, La'~e in. 1896
received, and it ~83 deci:iel
classes in 1397.

uehool

8 Gie.re, "Historical Iter;;s, tr p. 12'('.

(Galesville: 1912), p. 14.
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COLLEGES OF 'rRE UNIVEHf:lITY

Galesville University had several colleges. There

was a college of liberal arts which had a scientific depart.-

ment where sciences from astronomy to zoolop;y were offer~d.

Nine foreign languages were taught in the classical depart-

~ent. There was a school of agriculture and mecha~ical

sci8nces~ with an experimental farm. This was one of the

pioneer agricultural schools in the state. Gale Biblical

Institute was founded in 1858 and many degrees were awarded

in the department of theology. A College of Law produced

L1an,y students v7ho w"ere admitted to law practice i:1 the

state.. Another department was the University Gchoo1 of Med-

icine. rrhe Normal and Primary school placed many of their

graduates in the rural a.1"e;3.s. 'rhe J':.;Tilitary Academ.y of the

early 1880's has been previously mentioned. A Conservatory

of Music WB.. S a part of the universi ty, 3....'1.d a Cadet Band '!ias

formed. The university also had a School of Commerce

- '" l- ~"""'... t 1an .Lns"cJ. "Gll"lJO OJ. 1:' lna AI' s.

George Gale was interested in scientific farming.

He iNEiS instrumental in oTc;anizing a County:\gricultural

at)' vrhich still functions after the p.assage of fLare

thaD. a century. He contributed much of his wealth to fur-

ther this cause. On August 25, 1858, the university re-

ceived from him a farm of 186 acres valued at $5,000 as an

endo\'Jment. It was donated on the condition stated rtthat

lAo Giere, nstories by Giere .. " (Galesville: 1964),
:p. 56.
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said lands shall be kept a.nd. uBod as an annual labor farm

for the agricultural and mechanical department; ~~d provided,

further, chat 3aid~500:J shall be considered as the half

endowment of a professorship of theoretical and pr8ctical
~

acricul tUI.'e and horticulture in said University. ,1 J At this

time he deeded other sections ('if l,md valued at approxlmatel,y

~lOOO to~ard ~he same The ~iver8ity catalog

i.'or 1263-1864 offered the course in a~:riculture in the ,,'Jecond

....
O..L

In April, 1858 the llniveraity est&bli a d.epartment

contrc~L tlJ€' etho-

~hat all donations received would

All the professors Rna t83chers

.-
C~).Ll.fI2r>'~~nCf; ts-.J

In

l~ater deeded 379 acres for eo10 ..

tieD

dOI18.ted

:4
j<·tuote{~l l)~J (}if;:I'8 , 2£. ~., P Q 53.

r::;
--'Giere, liHis-tory of Galesville GalleSe, n p" 21-1"
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c
17 free senol arshiI)s for this depax'tment. 0

'rne Methodist Episcopal Church advisory council changed

the name of the d.epaetment to HThe Gale Biblical Institute" It 7

Ferhaps this Has their \vay of showing t.heir 8.ppreciation. for

all G<..>.le had done for their ad.vancement. George Gale endol'Jed

Galesville University out of his O'l.'TI. personal estat:8 over

thirt:y-two tihOUSrilld iioll,.:u's, and i':COlfl this amount ;c,ome "'Ghir-

teen thousand dollars W~G deGibuuted for the TheoL::~;ic8.1'Je-

est.8.blished.. III ~~;eptemb8I', 1858 Ci-cile dt3 ed larl<3. to tnt:: llni-

versity with the provisicn that the interest or ~ent from

this should be applied to the payment of the salaries of i~he

11 vill

'7
: Ibid.• ~ p ..
~-',

'-)Giere, "HL3r;or:f 01' G·a].,;;;svilJ.e Univen.:ity," p .. (:-5 ..

C'
.7'I.:he Rev.. D. G. VCU'l ;.c,lyke, au early-day Methodist cir-

cui t rider, O!:'I'ote a Lt-O-paE;e lIGaruen of ;';d.enl1
stor~f l i.n which

he suggests that the 1.J13.t Lnown b3 Gale ::.wille cr)uld. very -well
be the location of "the gardan.
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The first gr8.dua~ce of tr18 lavr scbool ',Jas George Y. ]'r06-

Dan~ and George Gale Jr. finished the law course in 1865.

By 1863 the Law Department already had over eleven cundred

volumes i.n its library. 'rhe principal te;;;.ch'c::l" J.n the LiW

school was George Gale, wna was later aGsiste~ by Geor

The Civil elI' brout:;ht cnanC2s to the new university.

v
-'- .

1 ()----.:,---,
..L.vt..:'::: ,

e~ the w~r closed, this trainin~

r, G ssvilJe 1Jniversi

Q~ the leadersl1ip of

~r'NQ cOlIlpim:ies of c,s..dets Vlel'"1B ()rg;3.rllz,~·::Ct') daily drills

str2~·t3 01 Galesville i~~ t.h.e

l...J '.J •

story of Galesville CoIls
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12
by his YOLL~g cadets.

Lt. Clem received another assignment after serving

Galesville University for two years. He was succeeded by

Lt. G. N. Ohase, who had been serving in eastern posts. To

him the assignment in a western village was unfortunate and

beneath his dignity. 13 He soon found a means of being assi>"n--.')

ad elsewhere. Since government requirements were such that

there had to be a certain number of cadets to be a military

school, he discovered the nu.mber at Galesville to be short.

He reported to Viiashington. The brief life of the military

school ended. 14

At one time, Galesville University had a school of med-

icine. In September, 1358 George Gale established another

endowment fund of one thousand dollars to be used for a

uI.'ofessorshiu in the medical deDartment of Galesyille Uni-
~..l.,; ."0

varsity. This f1.1:."ld was invested in 1.'e a1
.., ,...
.I. -,

est2~te• ./ A medi-

cal school was proposed the La Orosse County Medical

• , .J- • 'ld'''''' , ln5CSOclety a~ a lliee~lng ne r In v6cemoer, b j ••

of this meeting was to discuss the possibility of getting

tih(~ passage by the state legislatu..re of a chartel,' for a

1"C- T1 .; d p. 9.~.,

13Ibid., p. 10.

14Ibid • , p. 11.

l5Arthur Giere, "Literary Sketches," (Galesville:
1965), p. 104.
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school of medicine in the village of La Crosse. In March,

1860 the La Crosse Medical Society offered the follo\ving

resolution: nlf practicable and in accordance with the

wishes of the trustees of Galesville University we will

establish the medical department of the said university in

+, " "t !tIS",IllS OJ. Y.

Gale was elected an honorary member of this society,

and with his influence the trustees of the lLLiversity agreed

"to aid to the extent of their abil.i ty in the establishing and

carrying out the above mentioned resolution. 17 In April,

1860 Rev. ;3amuel Fallows, vice-pre siclent of the university,

offered the resolution that the board would locate the med-

ieal department of the universi ty artd institute a medical

school at La Crosse whenever the necessary arrangements were

- 18m.ade.

A Doctor Young kept up the interest in this project.

I-i(~ Harl gI.'aad11.ated fr'om t1'1e (jhicago IVIedical School. Dr. YOlln.~7

:practiced for a time in the village of La Crosse~ and then

he moved to Galesville in 1854. He Vli9.S the 'brother of ]\Jlrs.

1 l' 1 t· f"'-' . 19scnoo ln tae s-a~e 0 NlsconSln.

The college was started in the fall of 1864, and it

16Ibid • , p. 105.

17Ibid • , p. 106.

181' 'd p. 106.--E.!.-. ,

19Thid • , p. 107.
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continued in operation for several years. During this time

several diplomas were granted.

,As has been previously memtioned the Galesville Univer-

sity was divided into several individual dep~rtments of in-

struction as well as schools. Bach department of seneral-

ized instruction had a definite role to play. The school

(;a-calog describes these departments as follows:

The Classical Department - 'J:he course curric­
ulum in-this department, which covers four years,
is substantially like that of other institutions of
the country. We hold with strict adherence to all
rules. It is believed that the study of Ancient
Languages is an absolute necessity for a complete
education, and we encourage all students to enter
this course. For those who wish to enter the Min­
istry, instructions 'Nill be given in Hebrevl, which
can be taken as an equivalent for soma branch of the
Hi2~er Mathematics.

The Scientific Department - This course is
intended for those who do not take the Anoient Lan­
guages, and the course of study is determined by
the Board of Trustees. The students can enroll in
any class they choose in any of the studies offered,
~:n'ovid8d they are academically competent. J:ln elec­
tive COUTse e1':m be taKen in this same manner.

The Hormal Department - This department is
e, ., -- - - !" .., - ~ ......... ~J_n:Gena.ed for tJlOse Vi!lO w1.sh to oecome qU~1.I::Led.

teachers. Special attention is given to this clasa
of students, as the course of stUdy prescribed
is determined by the Board of Normal Hegents. .stu­
dents completing thissnre<,; :lear COUI'se and 'Dass­
ing a satisfactory examination, are given a Certi­
ficate to teach. 21

20catal~ of Galesville University, 1863-1864,
(Galesville: 1~3~ pp. 14-16.



Any student, upon the completion of a four-year

course received the degree of Bachelor of Arts .. At the

finish of three additional years he was entitled to the de-

gree of Master of Arts. With the completion of the Sci-

entific Course a Bachelor of Science degree was issued to

the male students, and the women students received the
21Mistress of English Literature degree.

At the first session of the university a School in

Commerce was offered. BOOKkeeping was the first commercial

subject taught, and. it was taug;ht during the existence of

the school. Later Shorthand and f.J:yping;, History of Commerce,

Advertising, Commercial iLri thljJetic, OOillID.ercial Law wl.d M:a-

chine Operating were added to the School of Commerce. In

later years advanced courses led to a degree of Bachelor of
r", I·~~

c: j

Accounts .. ~

From the university catalo~s other information with

tions Yiere listed as pro::ninent throughout the histoI';;r of

the university. The Upper Mississippi Historical Society

W:;iS or::,;anized as a paI't of the Scientific Course of stl..ldy

in the universi ty. The object of the saciet:l ;Vat3 to

collect, arrange and preser-ve a librar;;r of ma(-,,;;::-i,,::.ls illus-

21Th ; d---=-..' p. 16.

22 .GJ.ere, :IHistory of Galesville University~ IB54-
1940,n p. 98.
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trative of the history of the upper M.ississippi valley. The

aim of this society was to promote the study of history by

lectures and publications written from the material the mem-

bers of the society had acquired. The library and cabinet

of the society were in the university building with a room

designated by the Board. This historical society also man-

aged the large library and cabinet of the university. A fee

of five dollars was charged to each member, but if a student

could not pay the fee some arrangements for extra work in

8ither of the libraries could be done. The facul t;>, and stu-

dents had access to the society's library and cabinet. They

were charg;ed a small fee each term for this privileg8. 23

A second organization known as the Bronson Missionary

Society was a part of the Biblical Department.' The ob,ject of

this society was to aid the students who wished to study for

the ministr:y. It was throue;b.tlLLs society's efforts that

fUIlds3.nd
, , .> ... 2~.

gerpe~ual scholarsnlps were ob~alned. ~rb.ese

afford to pay Tiheir tuition. Students could become members

by paym.(:;;.lt oJ.' o:c.. S dollar aJ'1Jlually to the treasure, or be-

COille life memoers by payment 01 ten dollars. For twenty-five

230atalog of Galesville University, 18E3-13S~, p. 18;
and Giere, "History of Galesville University,H 9. 96.

24A perpetual scholarship was sold for S200~ d. !:;rans­
ferable scholarship for twenty-five years r;,100, a ,',:ersol1al
nontransferable for ten years $50.



dollars an individual could become a life member and also a

25director of the society. Members of the North-West Wis-

cousin, 'JJest Wisconsin and Minnesota Annual Conference of

the Methodist Episcopal Church were corresponding members and

agents for the collection of funds for the 40+- 26SOC..a..vuy.

25Catalog; of Galesville University, l86j-~, p. 18;
cmd Giere, t1History of Galesville University,H p. 97.

26IbJ.·d •. n~. 19' d P 98,v ,an·. •
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FROMINE~~ ASSOCD\TES OF THE UNIVERSITY

Hlany of the people who have been connected with

Galesville University have been prominent in American

life. Numerous former administrators, alumni, benefactors,

teachers, trustees, and the founder of the university have

in the past century attained honors and fame. Some have

had their names listed in the records of Who's Who in Amer-

iea.

From this honor roll of prominent names we find these

who were closely associated with the university. 'rhe Rev.

John Frothingham, a teacher at the university from 1-561 to

1665, had his naJlle in the publication, ;ii!lO 's :'Vho in America.----- -

He also served as pastor at Galesville and published some

papers and is listed as 8. prominent educator. I,

'rhe Rev. Sar..l1uel Fallows, first vice-pre siden:t of the

university, is mentioned as a nationally famed man. He oe-
carne a bishop, wrote a number of books, and ,,'las an eloquent

h 2preac ere

Charles Berried was a student at Galesville Univer-

in the late 1870's. .\110 in /iEler'-

lEditorial in the La Crosse TribUl~e, July 19, 1949.

2Alice Fallov/s, Bver;ybody' §.
Sears and Com~any, 1927), p. 10,.
Fallows presented a portrait of him
of Mary. It is placed next to that

Bishop (N~~ York: J. H.
A grand niece of Bishop

to the Marynook f;ociety
of George Gale.
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ica has to say about him.

Ex-governor, born October 20, 1857, Dane
county, Wisconsin. Educated at Galesville Uni­
versity 1882; attorney South D~cota 1883; Lt.­
Governor l892-96 ••• Member of' the Rsnublican
national committee 1898-1900 ••• :B'sderal Food Ad­
ministrator for South Dakota October 19l7-Nov­
ember 1919; trustee of University of S. D.
Presbyteri~~ ••• Author of 'Monumental Military
.0xtravagance, , 1912, and 'The Unicameral Le­
gis1ature.'" ••• 3

Another student who earned a D. D. degree at Gales-

ville University in 1887 was the Rev. J. Le Scott, born in

1b46. He published 'Njemoirs of Burns " ,\iemoirs of 'renny-

o d' ~ ~ Cb' 1 0' _., 1 1 ~. , 4-son, an. A OI J_lva ry oy ~u _11ncn.

The Rev. D. W. Moffatt received a D. D. degree from

t.beu..."'"liversity in 1880. He also gradu.ated from PI'incetoll

University, and beCBiT:e a clergJn:12.Il in New Yor};: and !lew Jer-

As previously mentioned Major General John Clem ser-

vee'.. in the tne age of 10 un~il his re~iremeDt@ lie

uis

LL
'La Crosse Tribune, May 19, 1949.
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many years. Lt. G. N. Chase was born in 1848 and was an

army officer of national fame. They were both teachers at

the university. These are but a few of the prominent asso­

ciates in the early history of the university.
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CONCLUSION

Galesville University in Galesville, Nisconsin was

founded largely as i.l result of the determination and hard

work of J4r. Gale. It was his cherished dream that northwest-

ern Xisconsin would have an institution of higher learning

for those students who 7Jished to further their education,

and. it did survive for nearly a centur'J"

"VOri{ of constructing the universi t.;T buildin(J; was

done under adverse conditions

:?tances.0hD Civil '!]UT par5.od was difficult for the univer-

3i ty beca:Ll.fJB of the decreased enrollment which in tu.rn lower-

e(l 13118 fi11Uncif.11 illCOEH~.

i.j118 main bUilding \11,1.13 another discouraging cil.~cumstance..

throllSll the efJ'"cjrts of the frierlt:is o.f the instit'ution it ~~vas

t110 11niv'c.r's.i

C; 0 L:.tI9n) 1 ,:~~;nd peltl~{J

d~2!1J:tswere educe,ted ::.n the :t3choQl, and they had a broad cur-

iOfli3.1 ane. 'Jccaticnal fields of' ·,vorl<.

ThouCh there is no ob,jective measure of the contri'c~u-

tions to higher education of Galenville University, it un-

doubtGdly stimulated the interest of many for hiqher education

that mignt othernise not have developed without the location

of GalsEJ"ITille University in north'lJestern Wisconsin.
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APPENDIX A

GALESVILLE UNIVEHSITY CILi\.RTER

The Legislature of the state of Wisconsin granted the

charter for this university April 1, 1854.. This record is

found in chapter 29~ of the proceedings for that year:

"An Act to Incorporate the Galesville University.
The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented
in Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. That Hire,m Knm.rlton, Proneis M" Rublee,
Samuel T. Smith, George Gale, ~j~illiam fA" Young,
1}~il1iam J .. Gibson, Benjamin Allen, George Batchel­
der, Benjamin F. Huston, Benjamin B~ Healy, Charles
Rutter, J t~_mes Reed. and Isaac Nays, tueir as~~ociat8s

ar.i.d~ '3UCC'3SS0I'S, be ,_ and. the:i are 'here'by' C.r"f:,:a.'tt}G. a
body eorpoI'ste 3...."1d politic, l'or educat;ional pu:c­
POS8S~ in perpetual 8uccession.,Nith the nome and
title of i1The Board of Trustees of t~1.e G~.:;.lesiTillG

liniversi ty" with full pov:er to sue, and to be sued;
plead, and to be impleaded; to acquire, hold [uld
("-""'1':rO'i7 n-r>OTJ"".,.,t~T y.aql "'tld ,"\'::>rso-'~~l' 7,) h,"-'i';tTA ,:tn,d" ,"0<::>
:"",IV',..... '" ~J '::"J~" -:. V,J... .......J? - ,..... ~......... ......... ~~"..~ ~ ~ J..J.. ........ ' .. v .... J,.~~"". "-'" ~...._~. ....~ .........._

a CO.ffiI1"lOn .sos..l, "to 2_lter e_llG, rene~J -tl'1e Sllm6 sr'G 1')lea<>'d
Gll.:ce., :3118, t·o B~(iopi:i STICh l"'/y-1Efvl8, TtO"t iIlconsist;zS.D.t
i?;i ttl tJ18 C·()11Sti tl1tiorl 7~n(t l~3.15vS oi~ tJni ~:3tates

()1'"" ·ttl~3 .c;.t,':;,te of ~.\~iscorlsirl, asthe"y de(~m rl.e{~,es-

sarI:! fe/I" GOV~}l"'triE1e.nt of· tile Ul'J.i",:{cr s-L ty I)

etian ~? Q The said Universi ty sL,al.L loci-?t8d em
':lle 8C-tl'tl'l-vie~::rt~ fduc"lrter of the norttl-'7.le ~3t q.llJ}l~·ter of
section thirty-two ~ in tOWTIs1:lip nlnEn:;een,c,orth of
range eight west, in the county of Trempe?.J.ef;'.u~ and
I!lF3·-:r Dr::; (~rectE~(i on a plan 8i~ff'icit:;nt12?' ext8Ti:~~i'\TG to
c1.)~icr·d irist~ruc'tiorl in li·tBl~~i·tu:reitlJ t} 9cient~~=:;s., 2.J"'1.d
,'lTts, i:::1 the tJ:mory a.nd pl'9.ctlce 0:I elementar;y in­
stT11ction, and in an)'" or all of toe liberRl D:rof\~s­
sians il1 suer: illarmer and at such tiIl18S as tt:e T3'OEtI~(i

of Truste28 illay deem practicable and deBLrabId-.

Section ,. The Board of Trustees snall consist of
not less than ten members, who sball have pONeI' to
inc:cease the number to fifteen, and to fill an-y Y9­

cancies that may occur by death, resignation or ne­
v.l i.9c.t of the d.uties of the office for m.ore than one
year. The members of the Board shall be divided

29



into two classes, one of which shall go out of of­
fice in one year, to be determined by the lot at
the organization of the Board, and afterwards trus­
tees sball be elected to serve two years. The first
meeting of the Board of Trustees shall be held at
such time and place as may be designated in a call
signed by a majority of the corporate members, of
which due notice shall be given, and afterwards
they shall meet on their own adjournment, and in
such manner as may be prescribed in the by-laws;
and any five of them. duly assembled shall consti­
tute a quorum for the transaction of business, and
any less number may adjourn from time to timEh

Section 4. The Bop~d of Trustees shall have power
to devise and execute measures for the establishment
and prosperity of the university; to prescribe the
course of study in the several departments; to ap­
point R..11 executive corami ttee t consisting of the
President, Secretary, 'rreasurer and three Directors
for tihe transaction of all ordinary business under
the direc'cion of the by-laws and sub,ject to the ap­
proval of the board; to elect and inaugurate a
board of instruction, consisting of a presidins of­
ficer t who sh.all be a member of the Board of n~rus­

tees ex-officio, and the requi 8ite nU.iTIOer of pro­
fessors 8.nd tutors; I'md also to confer such degrees
an.d to 2:rarrt such diplomas as are conferred and
~~:ra."'lted by other universities ..

Bectio.n ')~ All funds and oropertj received b.Y the
B03.I"d r.f1.'ti1.stee,g 1)~y- gi.ft; t'" oIe' otl:.eriiIi[3G, Sl]~lli be
faithf according to the best of their
.1-udgeXS1{::Ilt .f OI~ -t11e 'l:e11efi -t -of -tb..e univeI.·si t~I, in
~""";;-:"1::,"4"Q' '7ro))ni'1'~ '<''''1:><'>.('+--1.: 1'''::'' ~h1,'11r'i1.·n::"<:, nT·;"'CU""'·l·'1'~l.J1..r... ..t. \..t,t .,~.l"'')----'''''''....-J'.'-:':' ....,_~_'-""o, '-' ..... ." u~ ~.l.;;::' 'l...; ..-#....... "_ l.- L~O' .,';' ......,; .J,.. l·_C

li'br~3..I·:r ,arid ;:lpI)B.1:,at'U8, ere ating erldoTfi1Jlen-ts i'2ox~ tlle
support of professors and paying of sB.lcU'ies of a-

s ~ o1:~.ficE;:CS ctnd tes.c11ers of the Lltl.i""\rersi
"""O\7J'C'At'l +l"\,:;i- a' rn ' "'on'''+l'o''H- O"l'" h<:llO"8"' ....lh<:! r":':J.fie 7"'0 I'j:J...t - .. ....L,J'V..~ 'IJ J<.'-'hJ ...J..j.J ~....L. ..L ~v .J.,....O.~ >: -.. +J'-_::.\,.L .... '-"- ';J,.~O .<.!l\.........4,~ ....

par'ticul;;:;,r purpo,ses in accordance with the d.esig;nof the corporation, shall be applied. accoTdinF;; to
tIle ~Nj_shes oi' t:tlG <lonors b

Section 6. The libraxy, apparatus, cabinet and
lands of the university, not exceeding forty acres,
shall be exempt from taxation; Provided, that lands
e:ii!,empt from. taxation by the provisions of this Act,
shall not be used for any other than university
puryoses.

Section 7- No political or religious opinions

50



shall be required as qualifications for membership
in the university, and no student shall be required
to attend worship with any particular religious de­
nomination. III

lArtl1ur Giere, !lHistory of Gales"1ille Universit;r,
1854-194011 (unpublished manuscript, Galesville: 1940).
pp. 1-2 ..



.tLPPENDIX B

GALESVILLE UNIVBRSITY BY-L,iWS

On February 16, 1857, the trustees of the University

illet at the office of the Register of deeds at which time the

By-Laws of the trustees "lJere adopted:

It Section 1. frUe fiscal and business year of the
Board of Trustees of the Galesville University shall
commence on the first day of July and terminate on
the thirtieth day of June.

Section 2. The annual meeting of the BOBX'd of rrrus­
tees of the Galesville University shall be held on
the first day of July of each ;rear, eXcl3pt thoBe
years in which the firs't day of J-uly shall be the
Sabbath, ;~'ld in such years the said annual meeting
shall be held on t.tle Monday following the fir3t Clay

of JuljQ The said annual meeting shall be held
either at the Universit,Y building or at the Court
House in the Village of Galesville, commencing at
two o' clock in the &fternoon; but in case tile 3n..n­
ual meeting in 8ny ';jf;Jar shall not for any' c~,use 'ce
held on said. day, some other time a.'lall be aUDointcd
·by r~f::,oluti'.:)";l of the.. BOf'i..rd. of Trustees,' a: 'i'ihi0.L1 a
speClal meet2ng of ~ne "trustees.shall 0e neli lor
the -ptD:'poses aforesc~i(ia

Section 3. All elections held by the Bo of Trus-
tee s shall be un.der the d.ire etion of the 1~o8.rd. of
Trus e::-3 sllallt>e inspecto:r-;:~ thereof ,::111d all
r.rrustees may vote at any election or on Ct.'1.7busi­
ness 1:i~~1t;t~ers of t;b.e cO;:~J.l)atlY in person or 1):)1 pro:{J7
to a~y ()tIler tr~i.1s"te-0 ":Ntl{) may 'be PI1,8S i3.T'i.t; Ei.-t ·t.b~e D1€C;"t<'­

ing 01.' the Board, duly i3.uthori:~ed tn -;:;ri"i::;irH2.

gection !+. Allmeetint:~s of the Eoard of il:rustues
o~her than;cUl.uual meetings? shall be held~l.t s,~ch

time and place as shall be designated by the F~xac­

utive COllimittee of the Board of Trustees"

Section 5. The offices of the Board, and of the
Prosic:e-nt, '::ecret3ry ar.l T,r::3.surer, \vit!:1 tho boo"ks
and papare thereunto belonging, shall be kept in
the villase of Galesville.



Section 6. "The Board of Trustees of Galesville
University" shall consist of fifteen persons; and
the officers of said Board shall consist of a pre­
sident, Secretary, Treasurer, and three Directors
who shall together compose the executive committee,
a majority of which shall constitute a quorum for
the transaction of business as an Executive Commit­
tee.

Section 7. The President of the Board shall be a
general agent, and have a general supervision and
direction 8ub.ject to the ora.er of the Boe..xd of
Trustees, of the business and the affairs of the
said Board; and shall preside at all meetings of the
Board. and Executive Committee, when present ··in per­
son. In the absence of the President a President
Pl"'O tam. may be appointed by the Trustees or I;;xecu­
tive Cow~itte0, who shall discharge the duties of
President at any such meeting of the Board or Exec­
utive Committee. It ~lall further be the duty of
the President unless othe:Mvise special1~{ ord.ered to
sign all certificates, or orders on the Tr'23..SUrer
for payment by the Board, Dead, papers, m.ort'~3;:es,

contracts, writinge obligatory, and papers of what­
ever kind to'vJhich the Board of irrustees is a nart.y,
lli"1Uer sllch rules and regulations as may be estab­
lishedby ·the By-LcfWS or frOlIT time to time ad.opted
by Resolution or otherwise of tne Board of Trustees.

S'2ctioD.. b. It shalloe -the duty of the C.;ecreta.ry to
attend. to the meet1n;;.s of the Board. of TruEtecs G..lld
of the Executive Committee, to keep a fair and r::tc­
cu:.":~te recor·d. oi' c:..l.l their .pr'oceed.int:.s, in&.~~e out Etn
arlll1J.e~1 s-t;3.tement a.ndbala.nce stlt~et up to B..nd .irlclud­
ingthe laet dsS of J'un8 in each yeb.J.: sbo'""ing the
financiczl condi tioD: of the .Board of 'J!;custe2s c:t; such
periods, keep an accurate account with each contrac­
tor ~Uldall persons having dealings with the Board
of T-ru.stees anda.I2 aCColl...'1.t of the whole p,!,Qpc:rty of
the Boa,r:d, in what it consists, where si"l:;u&.t;sd, and.
in whose hands intrui3ted and generallJ "to l.;:eep a
full account of the whole amount of the receipts8.nd
revenues of the Boarel of 'J:rustees of whatever Lind,
and from wha.tever source, and of the whole a1J.1ount of
disbursements and expenditures of the Bo.s.::l:.'d for
whatever purposes and lay the same before the Board
at each· annuaL meetillf';. It shall be the duty of the
Sf;cretary to 8.t'cest all certifico.tes (or) ord.ers on
the Treasurer, deeds, mortgages, contracts, writings
obligatory at'Hi such other papers executed on behalf
of the Board,3.s .may 'be directsd by the Bos.rd.
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Section 9. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to
take charge and safely keep, collect and disburse
under the regulations of the Board all moneys, goods,
chattles and evidences of debt of every kind belong­
ing to the Board of Trustees coming into, or appro­
priately belonging to, this department. Ha shall
deliver to the Secretary daily an abstract of all
receipts given by him on the preceeding day; he
shall take, keep and carefully preserve, all vouch­
ers in support of all distributions and disburse­
ments which he may make by order of the Board of
Trustees. He shall keep no account of individuals
having business with the Board. All moneys re­
ceived by him shall at once be passed to the creit
of the Board on his Books and the same account be
chargiJd with all warrents drawn on him, wIJ.en paid;
and shall also render an allilual account and state­
ment at the end of eacn ,year of all receipts and
disbursements b;7 him made during the precesd.ing year,
and lay the same befoI'e ·the Board of J:ruste8 s at the
annual meeting. He shall give a bond conditioned
for the faithful discha..I'ge of the duties of his of­
fice with [tood and sufficient ;3ecurity to be [::l.P­

proved by Ehe Board in such penals sums as the-Board
may require, and such bond shall be increased ~:3nd

additional security given at any time when the Board
may see proper to require.

Section 10. The Boa.rd of Trustees shall have power
at any meeting of the Board by a majority of the en­
-tire Ba~o',rd to r'emmre any officer or a'"2~ent of .its own
appointment ~ or tihet I:lay have been i:1ppointed or 6iil­

ployed by a~y officer of the Board of Trustees.

beetioD. 11. The ex.ecutive Committee shall possess
all the power and authority, when the Board of Trus­
tees is not in session, that the Board of Trustees
do or can possess vinen in session by virtue of the
I, ct of Incorporation or these By-IJo';:s. They shall
1{f;;:en a record of their t.ransactioDs which shall be':;
reao. at th'd meetings of the Board of TTustees, and
the Board of Trustees at SUell meetinE;s shall have
the S~Je power to ~isapprove, rescind 2nd annul &~y

Act or transaction of the Executive Com.mittee, not
disapproved., rescinded or annulled, shall be deemed,
held and taken to be approved and confirmed by the
Board of Trustees.

BectioD 12. All deeds, mortg;ages, l'3a8e8 and con­
tracts conve·.<ing or relating to real estate belong­
ing to the Board of Trustees of the Galesville



University shall be sig~ed by ~he President and at­
tested by the Secretary with the Seal of the said
Board of Trustees and when so executed under fu~d by
virtue of a resolution of the said Board of Trustees
shall be effective (effectual) in Law to pass all
the title in the said real estate that the said
BO,lrd of Trustees have power to pass and dispose of
to any person or corporation whatever.

Section 13. All disbursements shall be made on war­
rants drawn upon ~he Treasurer and signed by the
President ~1d attested by the Secretary; illld no such
warrants shall be drawn without the order of the
Board of Trustees or the J.i:xecutiV8 Caromitt;ee ..

Section 14. ~;<ny By-L8'NS may be suspend.ed temporar­
ily, at any meeting of tbe I2.oaed of lI'rustees bY a
vote of t\'lio-thirds of all mem.bers present. An] By­
Law or the 'Nhole code, may be amended or repealed at
any re;snlar meeting of the Board 8. Ttlajori of
the entire Board of Trustess."2
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APFSNDIX C

COURSES OF STUDY

The university offered a Classical and Scientific

Course. Under the CLlssical Course there were :,e-"'-61.'al de-

partments namely: the Preparatory Department ~~d the Co11e-

giats Department. The Scientific Course listed Preparatory,

j'"iodern Languaises, and a Music Course. The Galesville Uni-

versi ty Cat~alog for the ::3c11001 yedr of 1863-1864 describes

the courses offered during -;:;hi8 -cime:-

Preparatory Department.

To this Department belong the following branches which
are taught every term:

:Men't;::,,1, Prac tical 8.11U Univ€'Tsity /<ri tl':rmetic Dc-lvies;
english, Gra.illl.'la.!' - Clark; Gs-ograpb.;y, 1J01i tic",tl' Physical
Combined - Readi~s - ParkaI' and atson; Eleme~t Algebra -
.")"v",,·),~· P'~"'tv"r''.~ /','" ·t-llS TTn'tpt~':::t[:ltp.,,,! {"J'i'Qll 't'0T'[:J."· J,,':;;''-_:;JJ. (C()m-!,."J.. -'i.. •.J.,::}} .l..1.4"", ' J -..JJ.- ' u"" ... ..a., _~ :, ..' i;. ....... -.- \,",,,"", ...... , ... ..<1- ... ,f., __ "

, ' ..;r-· "-'''11 ,~, ...,.." \. (~"o-l,. (r<""""T'~'~"'l'~··" Q""' .... ~ ""';>' 'T',,'''''''.\mer~", ...i......i.~, _Ca J_·,.: .... J1j, ...,""J.l-,-"'~J:'4.. "~VV1.J".;.t.llt;.I.j,-V L.ll~ ~--'~i.-J...L....:....;.1;.:::) _~ ... ~~,lj.l/o

First Term: AL:::ebr:'1. - Davies' Bourdon, Virgil-Cooper,
Xenophon - QweL.

i3ee()rl~i :IeItn:: j\_lg,8b.r,?~,.,... D8.~lies} B()U_Td()rl~ ~I I-Goo-p{?r,

'rhird T'3rm ~ Geometry - Dayi,,::.'3' La gelldre, Cicero I 3 01:'':)­
i:;ions - Johnson, Homer's Ilio,G. - O-xeiJ..

SopbomoI:'e Year.

First Tt;:I'lll: Geometry - Daviss' L t3 !l(lI'e, Livy-TJincoln,
.F'hysiolog,y - enttGT.

Second 'r::;rm: Trigonometr;y - Dnvi83, Livy-Linco1n, 'Zo­
olQr~ - Agassiz and Goud.

Third Term: Thucydides - Owen, Electives: Analytical
G(~ometry, Germ!:lfl - \iioodbury, Erench - Ii' 3.squelle? Botan.] ­
~'1oad.
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Junior Year.
First Term: Thucydides - Owen, Natural Philosophy ­

Peck's Ganot, Mineralogy - Dana, Electives: Differential
Calculus, French - De Fivas, German - Reader.

Second Term: Tacitus - Tyler, Rhetoric - Quack2nbos,
Chemistry - Steele, Student I s Greece - Smith, Elec'tives:
Integral Calculus, French - Hacine, German - 2chiller.

Third Term: Logic - True., .Evidence of Christianity
Ha.st , Political Economy - Wayland, Geology - Dana ..

:3enior Ye:3.r ..

First T;2I'IIl: Mental Philosophy - _He.ven, Agtronomy ­
Steele, Civil Goyern.'nent - Ald.en, fJtudent' 5 Gihbon - Smith ..

,3econd Term: Moral Science -iiayland:, Men!;al Fhiloso­
prl~)t - Ha"11en, English Lj,~ tera~t-uIle .... Sh2.JH., f~ .i~11derlt;' s J!'rance.

'l:hird. Term: Butlerts h::ulalog-':l - Emory and Crool, Criti­
cism - Ka.lnes, 3tiudent' s Hume - Theses $

The Admission requirements were aa follow~:

(;3.l1dic2.tes fOI' a.dmissicn must be thOI~CU 1,y b.cq..uaint'Gtj
'J,;lT;tl 2.11 f1lL(1~-:nerlta..l r~ules aIle opere__tioI1S of ',PI'itt'f::'u J-4.ri tl1­
metic. f)cH.ne <r~I1C~~v'lf:;(ige of G·l~o8;rapt;-~7 and D~I1E'J.. ii311 C.i-1.'ElBllll,f-lr [are
lrery desirable but are not requirdci for ",d:mission. Studer: ts
coming .f,r-om. other I.nsti tutiODB' '[!,iust l)reSerl't cex·tif.icates of
honorgble dj.SllLL;.3[~ion, wld of tlTe s·tudiei3 VlJlich tlJ.8"Y have pur­
S1J_r::~d ..

·Pur~th.2I~ Infonnc;t·tion:-..

hell at -the close
.8 ciT' i 1.T;'" (3.1~, ;; (::r~ t f I\C ill ,:; _"',_ -"'".'-'_ ,.... ,c,-"t~ ion
{;~:;'2d_ lAii -tl'l Ili!3 T3tll!lies until
(p.li.:cec"L e:{3i-n irlat5.. OX1 Q

l\ny stud,en·t lJD.nec E: rj-
will not be t~ed to "nro-
s.llall 11~3.~JT~ ·P[:;t~35.3ed t.hFJ r~e-

Instrllct:i.on: The rna,-tter ?~ld millTlel.~ of ir16tr1lc·tion ~ftill

be S11Ch as are ~alieved will most efficj.~~ntly lop the
~nent,,:3.1 :llo:r facul,ti\:;53 0,:- ~tb_est:lc:.c:rl·t9 T:J1e te~acl1 ()f

':;oliticalsild. ~38cta.rian principles 1100t be tolex:e:ted.
T118 gI)e::lt a.i:Il of instructicllJ. in all :Je~o~~-j,r··tB.e.{lt3 ''J~f ·i~-h.e (Jxli­
l;ersi t;,~:{ '}Jill ~b8 'to f'oru.i. 11abi 'G,:3 of \.~(}I'r:3Ct; t7b , inc111-
t~ .---, +-c. +- ';h~"" ~ -::\ 4-~ ,;" (;-" l' f- .~~ n "~'~':" 0 7"'>'.-j 1 "'rl· n ,." '';p 1 ~ <;:'l1~ rl ~ t"mr(;'i11--1,i r'fo ~".) -t- ....3 1-:' qe-
'-'(.;1.1..-1 ..... v.L.LtJ ...It..... C,...... ·..);.:;:_'<JJ \....1. .1.;1...,;...:..;.. 1. ,..-..I. ...... (;...i-J""-'-, '._....:...J. .• _ \...:.-........ l..o,L'--"J\A..-l..':,..I'..... \.Je ~b .....

fU.l lG10VJle:ige.

Bills: All tuition bills must be settled at the open­
ing of the terre. ]So deduct,ion made f;XC8pt in c<:L-~e:3 of "pro­
tracted sicKness. Disablecl soldiers udmit;t:3J. free. ':"'1.£e­
wise all other,;; who are incapaci tated :tor manual laboI' and
cannot well afford to pay tuition.



Library and Cabinet: The Library contains 1750 volumes
and pamphlets, and donations are being constantly made. The
Cabinet already consists of several hundred shells, minerals,
maps, charts, and pictures, and is also constantly increasing.

Recitations: Each class attends three recitations or
lectures daily. Exercises in composition and declamation are
regularly required, and a record is kept of the daily atte:ld­
anee, conduct e..nd recitation of each student.3

In the next fifteen yec.rs of the college the courses of

study of the Departmen:cs did not ch;.)n;:e to any de;;;.ree. A few

new sUbjects were adc1.ed. in enG diff<:;I8nt terms o.f the school

The COlII'se "?'i,as tl18 ;,::,ame as t;Jlclt I)rej,,-io\lSl~/ me11cioIlE;a.,
Cllt :i.n 'the ~3econd ~j"e:;:;..:r Ci'I'flek G:l~BIDlnEQ-' 7i3.3 ad·:le<j_ .fOl} tl1e f'ir··st
+,-:>Y'''''. S'r"l,~1 ('~'e,-rcrl "" COn1mey\+:::'Y"i ""P 'f'-'1' , the. c:e"'~"\(1 ter>;n~'iJvk.L•.t, __~'I.,A.. '..J;-A.. ;,:j....... ~'.:) ..r...;...;,..I.-.l....~, ..h-..(;v.".J., .-_,,) ...... __1_ 1. _"~, -,VUJ.:&-__

Collegiate Departnen-t.

isb. Litex'ature. 4
'I:.b.6 se G;

l:~t:.Yi3i (}la
f'irBt

SGCOI1C;"the

::,Y' course of
term ::LIlCEtr, f~e(~

--::-('r';"~"T"'"-il-\
_-' .l ......; l.l..L... VI;...:...

These~3 ;
1,11

and
t.:~j,e tl:Lirct ter~n,

tfjZ~m; &:lcl ti.l£':;
_~~Ilf;l i sh
t;e,rnl a<ided. 1.-,0

t11€ ;:jC,l(~I1C,e

C()1J.I'seb:, the -~ion of sufficient

4-HGalesville University Catalog," (Galesville: 1877)~

pp~ 12-13.



(of or pertaining to the physical universe or the study of

it; physical, often in old names of sciences or the sciences),

Chemistry, and AstronoID,Y .. " 5

At the begiw~ing of the university there was one Lit-

erary Society, and one more society of the Game nature and

purpose was organized in the follo1;-du,:,; twenty-five years.

The purpose of these two societies beinc the affording of

opportunities for iI:rDrovement indecla.mation, ;9:3Sd.J and de-

5Il . M
~., pp .. 20-21 ..
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APPENDIX D

Financial status seemed to be a serious problem during

the regime of the universi t.y. After George Gale d.ied,

IT;oneys did not; be endow:ed.. tot:;he universitJ with such free-

dom as Defore his death. The lollmvillg fees are for tb.e
c,

school year of 1863-18G4: v

COInmOIl i,;11(-;li1:.:;ll 317 ,3,r~C}12 S j:"er 1: t"7l"w ()f 14 \V€ \::: 1;':8

'::~61me Incluf.iiJ)-;~ -La.n.~;ucl~3:es

Commercial Course
Collegiate Course
Incideutal 2}Qcns8s

I~ :x~tI' tj.. 8

Music - PiEl.'lO, Melocieon, or G-Ll.i tar
IJ:3o of Irlstrlwen-t
Perspecti~{e Dl~~0..~ftiD.g

O:Ll j?3.i.'l2. t i}1t~:::
~-'':.'!I.' ~~"'l ~-, "" r",,: 'y","~ T"-. >-~ T ~-:' ""'> 1'" "...1.;': ~. -:':"" f""';'-' n -+-l~ .... ,.. ..'~ -""y
,L·~v.D.Ji .....1...l ..... i::,.i...I..-k.})., ...l.C,l..(.; ....LU-.J....J...ii:::..',~.} lie::.. to" (...11.1.:::'....1-,

.~ 4.50
6.50

lO.JO
leI .. \.);J

.. 50

$1<) fi (J()

2.00
'5. ()()
'7 :'1)
{ oVv

1..60

feas ar8 rOI' the 3cll,ODl

?reparat Depart~12I).t, ~er term
'0011 (:; gi ~~l t (;: L 1::; r)a,I~trt,:~ Cl.T:, ,:P~'3 T' \~ ;21.:>TIl

,Il::t~i\jental

EDxtras

~·,:~-L.1.;:.~ic ~ l-<;ia110 ,t~:l';S' lodecJD., OrL~~ttl

US\J O~r I.us tr11Ineri-t
.Ferlilld,.C. Slli'9

$ (G1')(';

9 ~ (J()

l~

,~p 120
2s()O

4 •
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The room and board could be obtained in 1863 for $1.75­

:[$2.00 per week, but by 1876 it had been increased to $3.00

per week. Students there, as today, could reduce their

Iiving cost by having rooming arrangements w·i th cooking

privi.leges.
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La. Crosse Tr,ijYne, July 19, 1949 - May l~ 1950.
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