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Manuscripts Guide to Collections at the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign, by Maynard J. Brichford, Robert M. Sutton
and Dennis F. Walle, Urbana, University of Illinois Press,
1976. 384 pp. Index.

The introduction to this impressive new guide describes
its function: "A guide to the manuscript collections at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign fills a basic need
of research scholars for a descriptive work on the University's
manuscript resources. It brings together in one document a
comprehensive inventory of all of the University's manuscript
collections."

No single unit at the University of Illinois is charged
with responsibility for the collection of manuscripts, and as
a result, manuscript collections have come to different offices
of the University and remained dispersed. This published guide
to the location of these disparate collections will save the
researcher valuable time.

The Guide's introduction describes the intent and objec-
tives of the work, the basis for terms used, and the reasons
for some differences in the form of entries. Hours that the
various repositories are open for research are given with a
warning to call or write in advance since the hours are
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subject to frequent change. Addresses and phone numbers are

conveniently listed. There are no general regulations stated

about copying; however, there is a policy statement in the
introduction to Part II regarding material in the Illinois
Historical Survey Library, copied from other libraries.

The Guide is composed of three parts: Part I - Univer-
sity Archives; part II - Illinois Historical Survey Library;
and Part III - Business Archives, History Library, Rare Book

Room. Each part includes a specific introduction describing
collections in its section, and the introductions are required
reading for users of the Guide. There is also a sizeable
fifty page index at the end of the volume.

Individual entries are set apart by headings in capital

letters arranged alphabetically within each part. Entries are

a full page in width, rather than in a columnar format. In-
cluded in the headings, which are basically standard for manu-

script guides, are the inclusive dates, size, and composition
of the collection (e.g. diaries, letters, papers, photo albums,
etc.). The collection sizes in Parts I and III are given in

cubic feet, even for very small groups, which would appear to
be more easily represented in linear feet, inches, or number
of items as they are stated in Part II. Other information in

the entries consists of the Record Series (RS) number (for the
University Archives only), the Library of Congress' National
Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections (NUCMC) numbers and

the name and number of pages for any supplementary finding
aids (SFA).

In the Business Archives section, unprocessed collections,
which outnumber processed collections, are also listed. It is

not clear if one may use the unprocessed material, but a state-
ment in the introduction to Part III indicates that additional
information can be obtained from the University Archives which
administers this large collection.

Basically, the authors have attempted to be thorough in
indexing. One suspects, however, that various individuals
working on indexing the contents of the three parts considered
topics differently -- or, being extremely familiar with the
collections, did not index under certain topics despite the
fact that those topics were mentioned in the descriptions. For

example, there is an entry for "corn" in the Index which di-
rects the reader to the papers of a chemistry professor. (One
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must look through all the entries on a given page to locate
the specific reference.) Mentioned in the description of the
professor's papers are other subjects including artichoke
research, analytical chemistry, and food technology. Of the
topics covered in the professor's materials, only "artichokes",
as well as "corn", are listed in the Index. There is a head-
ing for "analytical chemistry" in the Index, but one is
referred to another page and a different chemistry professor.
Correspondents listed in the description of the first chemistry
professor's papers are all in the Index, however. There are
numerous cross-references which help maintain consistency in
the subject headings.

Maynard Brichford, the University Archivist, and his col-
leagues, have done an excellent job in creating the Guide.
Several years' work of numerous individuals produced a well-
organized, comprehensive publication. The Guide will be use-
ful to archivists, researchers, librarians and anyone working
on the history of Illinois or higher education.

Jennie B. Cross
Oakland University

Oral History as a Teaching Approach, by John A. Neuenschwander,
"Developments in Classroom Instruction." Washington: National
Education Association, 1976. 46 pp. References, Annotated
bibliography.

The value of oral history has long been recognized. The
late Allau Nevins suggested in his Gateway to History in 1938
that a record of important individuals be obtained during their
lifetime. Ten years later an oral history program was begun at
Columbia University. Since that time a whole series of oral
history programs have sprung up across the country, stimulated
by technological developments in the electronics field.

Organizations of historians, folklorists, archivists,
librarians and the relatively new interdisciplinary Oral History
Association have concerned themselves mainly with the research
application of oral history. In the 1960s, however, teachers
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began using oral history as a teaching technique. This iswhat Professor John Neuenschwander's Oral History as a Teaching
Approach is all about.

The book consists of six brief chapters, less than fiftypages in all, and includes an annotated bibliography. Theauthor, Associate Professor of History at Carthage College,Kenosha, Wisconsin, sees oral history as a "means to improvestudent motivation by injecting the community into the learningprocess." He also believes that it will stimulate better rap-port between the young and old, and between people of differentracial, religious, and ethnic backgrounds. Professor Neuen-schwander further argues that a learning experience such as thismay be more effective than traditional teaching techniqueswhich students often find boring. The handbook offers manypractical hints for teachers and prospective interviewers. Itincludes a sample oral history project complete with subjectsthat can be covered in interviews. It also contains an actualtape transcript, a sample release form, and a sample tape index.These should prove useful to the prospective user.

Professor Neuenschwander's book makes a strong case forthe application of oral history techniques to teaching. Fewwould question his argument that "in a society that is in-creasingly technocratic and impersonal, the need for such anintensely human way to learn is obvious." Yet, some readersmight feel that this innovative technique sounds like anotherattempt to escape into the endless round of educational exper-imentation -- attempts to make learning as attractive andentertaining as possible. Compared to more traditional teach-ing methodology, however, the oral history approach can behighly effective. According to a recent survey, only a smallnumber of secondary schools and colleges supplement their reg-ular curriculum with oral history. It appears that as withother innovations in education, the success of oral history asan approach to teaching depends to a great extent upon theenthusiasm, inventiveness, and ability of the teachers and
students who participate in the activity.

In addition to offering a new approach for teachers, theuse of oral history in the classroom might be useful toresearchers as well. In the past only the Influential, knowl-edgeable or controversial were considered legitimate subjectsfor oral history projects. More recently, however, ordinarypeople have become the focus of such projects. The tapes and
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transcripts of well-conducted interviews could become an im-
portant source for future research. For this reason archiv-
ists would be wise to cooperate with teachers who conduct oral
history projects and see to it that the results are properly
preserved for future use.

Joseph G. Svoboda
University of Nebraska

Modern Archives and Manuscripts: A Select Bibliography,
comp. by Frank B. Evans, The Society of American Archivists,
1975. 209 pp. Index.

Frank Evans has done it again. This book is the latest
contribution of a creative archivist to archival theory and
practice and it is difficult to imagine any serious archivist
not owning the reference volume. Evans and his colleagues at
the National Archives and Record Service to whom he gives
credit for assistance, have produced a new version of his
earlier bibliography by adding new titles which were published
between July, 1969 and 1973.

The arrangement is logical and consistent. There are four
parts to the book: Introduction to Archives Administration;
Survey of Archival Functions; American Archival Agencies and
Archives; and International Archival Developments. Each part
contains the pertinent chapter headings by subject and then
subheadings, beginning with basic readings. The range of sub-
jects and the number of titles covered actually belie the sub-
title, "A Select Bibliography", and the disclaimer in the
Introduction that the book "does not purport to be a general
guide to writings on archival administration." When even one
and two page articles in obscure journals are included, could
anything have been left out? Greater selectivity of entries
might have made the book even more useful to the working
archivist who neither needs nor has access to a plethora of
articles on any subject.

There are useful separate indexes for authors and subjects
and a necessary list of journal abbreviations. A search for
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some of the citations showed them to be letter perfect,
although less than half of the journals cited were found in a
medium-sized university library.

However, even in the welter of titles included in this
book, the fact stands out that there are very few basic books
on archival practice. Bordin and Warner's 155 page The Modern
Manuscript Library published ten years ago is cited under seven
subjects, and Lucille Kane's 55 page A Guide to the Care andAdministration of Manusr , published in 1960, is cited
under four subject headings.

All archivists are indebted to the Society of American
Archivists for undertaking the publication of this book.
Attempts at economy, however, have undoubtedly been responsible
for the hard-to-read paragraph format for the citations instead
of a separate line for each which would have taken more space,
and for the flimsy cover which will have to be replaced if the
book is to be consulted even more than a few times. These two
features mar an otherwise superb contribution to literature on
archives.

Irene E. Cortinovis
University of Missouri -

St. Louis

Mundome, by A.G. Mojtabai, New York, Simon and Schuster, 1974.
154 pp.

When the rave reviews for Mundome first appeared, I was
overjoyed that someone had written a novel with an archivist as
the main character. Eighteen months later, the book appeared inour library and what I anticipated as an enjoyable evening with
it quickly proved a disappointment. Mundome is written by afemale librarian who knows little about archives and archivistsand even less about writing. The book makes as little sense asthe title and presents the most derogatory image of an archivist
imaginable. The title is taken from the quotation "In hocmundo me xtla me nehil a Posse..." ("in this world I can't
do anytlin [ outside of mys If...') Combining the words mundoaud rcn prcduces not a word, 11t ibtexish. The text uses thestrearm-cf-(onsciousness tecliniqu( to describe the tlou~hts,
dicar, actions and conversations of a man devoted to his men-tally ill sister. In the cnd, the protagonist (and the re-
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viewer) went mad. Mojtabai's style leaves much to be desired.
In the opening "Author's Note" she warns: "Mundome is a
deliberately ungrammatical construction, a forced juxtaposi-
tion of words that cannot fuse without some connective of
action or relation." This may explain the awkward and
difficult-to-read style, but certainly does not explain how a
kitten can change from male to female and back to male in
seventeen pages, nor how a male can wear pedal-pushers that
end at the knee, to point out only two of many inconsistencies.

Richard Henken, the main character, is "a specialist in
ephemera and fugitive material" in what can only be the New
York Public Library. His attitude toward users and donors is
abominable: "My visitors are few and these few not to be
encouraged, so I don't have a full-fledged chair.... Much as
I would like to listen...my time is not my own." One donor
describes the treatment he receives as the "bum's rush".
Henken spends a good deal of time readying his "tools: num-
ber 3-H hard pencils, number 2 soft pencil, pen, pad, eraser,
Exacto knife, ruler, dust cloth, paper clips... rubber bands..."

and even more time "standing at the corporate authority file,
checking format for corporate headings...." Henken's imme-
diate predecessor sat at his desk playing solitaire with cata-
log cards when he wasn't writing biographical accounts of his
predecessors, one of whom went mad and the other committed
suicide.

Mundome is an insult to the archival profession. Perhaps
one of my male colleagues will accept the challenge and retal-
iate by writing a novel about a female librarian.

Toby Fishbein
Iowa State University
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