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President’s ‘Message ,

Welcome to a new academic year and hopefully a
gold medal year for NARST. Even though the work
load has been exasperating at times, it has been my
pleasure to serve NARST during my first year in
office and | express my sincere thanks for your indi-
vidual and collective support, and urge your per-
sonal participation in the activities of your associa-
tion in the coming year. | had a very enjoyable and
enlightening experience with the summer board
meeting of NSTA. Upon returning to my office | was
further reinforced by the overwhelmingly positive
evaluations received by Burt Voss from the mem-
bership evaluations of the New Orleans meeting.
Two suggestions from the evaluations deserve con-
sideration and deliberation by the membership:

1. shorten the meeting to two full days and

2. have an opening general session the evening
preceding the first day.

If you support or feel otherwise about these
recommendations, please let me hear from you or,
send your recommendations to Dave Butts as presi-
dent-elect and program chairperson.

For members not present in New Orleans | state
three major goals for the coming year:

1. clarification of operational proceedings and policies

2, the development of a calendar or agenda for
operations

3. the enhancement of involvement of NARST with
the greater science education community.

Ann Howe as chairperson of the policy advisory
committee is already hard at work in clarifying poli-
cies and procedures which may require changes in
by-laws. On Item 3 | have established two ad hoc
committees — an interorganizational liaison com-
mittee and a membership/services committee to

study and make recommendations to the policy advi-
sory committee on ways of improving the interac-
tion of NARST with other organizations and the devel-
opment of program proposals to permit and en-
courage NARST members to participate more broadly
in the dissemination of the findings of research in
such ways as to improve science teaching. After my
meeting with the NSTA board | am more firmly con-
vinced that our number one problem in fulfilling the
purposes of NARST is the lack of communication.
My major efforts during the coming year will be
devoted to overcoming that single problem. If you
are interested and willing to help, please let me
hear from you.

Ertle Thompson

Recent Developments

Journal Editor. Manuscripts for consideration in the
Journal- of Research in Science Teaching (JRST)
should be sent to Dr. Russell Yeany, Science Educa-
tion Department, University of Georgia, Athens, GA
30602. Dr. Jim Shymansky of the University of lowa
is now completing his work with the journal. The
officers and members of NARST stand appreciative
of Jim's truly outstanding contribution to the Asso-
ciation. He has done more for NARST during the
past five years than any other person. Indeed, Jim
is the main reason why our journal is of exceptional
quality.

1986 Annual Meeting. NARST will meet March 28
(evening) to March 31 {morning) in San Francisco -
just after NSTA with some overlap and just before
AERA. People attending NARST’s meetings will pay
46% off of rack rates at the new Meridien hotel located
between Union Square and (near) the Moscone Con-
vention Center (home of NSTA’s meeting and exhibit
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facilities). This 35 story, luxurious hotel was high-
lighted in TIME (July 16, 1984) which described in
detail the guest rooms recently occupied by French
President Mitterrand and U.S. Presidential-candidate
Mondale. (Hotel rates for NARST would have been
$65 for singles and $75 for doubles, should we have
met there in 1984.)

More Members in ‘84. Our recent membership drive
and the cooperative efforts donated by NSTA have
resulted in the first annual increase in the member-
ship for some time. Thank you for your support.

Surcharge to Foreign Members. NARST will not
request its non-North American members to pay
the usual surcharge ($29) during 1985. International
researchers in our association are clearly valued by
Wiley publishing and your elected board members.

Joint Reading Conference. Representatives from
AERA, NARST and IRA (International Reading Asso-
ciation) had a successful symposium and planning
meeting in New Orleans. |RA is considering spon-
soring a joint research-classroom project with the
assistance of NARST, according to IRA's president.
NARST is awaiting a description of the project’s
details for our review.

Executive Secretary. The University of Calgary has
agreedto provide Bill Holliday with one-third released
time and a half-time secretary through 1990 to con-
tinue his work with NARST. The University of Cal-
gary appreciates the recognition it receives from its
association with NARST.
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Second Call For Proposals — 1985

General Information

The 1985 annual meeting will be held at French Lick
Springs, Indiana, April 15 (evening) to April 18 (morning).
The NARST meeting will precede the NSTA annual
convention (April 18-21, 1985) in Cincinnati. Professor
John Bransford, the leading cognitive psychologist

specializing in “learning, understanding and rememb- -

ering”, will present an invited address at this meeting.
More details will be provided in later newsletters.

French Lick Springs is a resort, nestled in the rolling
hills of Southern Indiana. Transportation to this resort
will be arranged by NARST and described in the next
newsletter. NARST has negotiated excellent accom-
modations and meal prices. For example, $52.50 will
cover one night's accommodation (double occupancy)
and breakfast and dinner, including all taxes and gratuities.
The student rate (triple occupancy), providing the same
benefits, will be $39.50 per day. All rates also include
sports/activities per person daily: green fees on the
18-hole Valley Golf course, one hour of tennis per room
and a visit to the health spa (sauna, whirlpool, exercise
equipment). '

NARST encourages the presentation of a wide variety
of scholarly papers reporting investigationsin all aspects
of science education. Historical, philosophical, ethno-
graphic, and evaluative studies as well as reports of
empirical research and critical reviews are welcomed.

Moreover, NARST’s 1985 program committee encourages
scholarly presentations focusing on the translation of
research studies into classroom practices.

An individual may present only one paper but may be
listed as co-author of another paper and may aiso
participate in a symposium or as a presider or discussant.
For participants unfamiliar with the formatand atmosphere
atNARST meetings, presenters are strongly encouraged

' to stimulate discussion. Audiences at NARST meetings

want to be active and not passive spectators. All presenters
must be registered at the NARST meeting. Overhead
projectors and screens will be provided at no cost.

If you have any questions, please contact David Butts
(404-542-1763), program chairperson, or William Holliday
(403-284-7485), executive secretary.

NARST members and others who wish to make
presentations at the meeting may submit proposals in
any of the following formats: '

1. Contributed Papers. Generally, brief 10to 15-minute
reports of research which are grouped by the program
committee into three or four per session. Discussants
are usually assigned to these sessions and presenters
will provide discussants with a copy of the paper
before the annual meeting, received not later than
March 15, 1985.

2. Paper Set. Several related papers originating from
a common base of research are presented in one
session. This format accommodates from three to
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five papers that may divide a single report which
represents a major research effort. This format allows
for common elements of design or approach to be
presented only once rather than be repeated by
each presenter.

Symposium. A symposium should focus on a specific
issue or topic of some importance and present a
variety of perspectives. It should provide for interaction
among participants with diverse points of view.
Proposals should be submitted as a package, listing
participants by name on the cover sheet. The
summary should include a statement of each pre-
sentation, containing such information about the
background and interests of each participant as
may be relevant. Names on the proposais, however,
should be omitted.

Research Methods Workshops. These sessions
are designed to enable NARST members to acquire
new research skills or update old ones. These one-or
two-hour sessions are planned for intensive in-
volv ement by those in attendance, and presenters
are expected to provide resources for study and
discussion.

Poster Session. Informal presentations that allow
for discussion with the researcher. A display of graphic
materials should be incorporated.

Materials To Be Submitted
Two copies of completed Cover Sheet.

Six copies of a double-spaced summary, including
bibliography, of not more than 6 pages in length.
Omit names of author(s). The summary should
ordinarily include: '

purpose of study;

theoretical basis for study;
procedure of study;

results or conclusions of study;
implications for teaching science.

pooop

3. Sixcopies of an abstract of 300-500 words to appear
in ERIC Abstracts. Omit name(s) of author(s).
Bibliographic references are not appropriate in the
abstract.

4. Two 3" x §” index cards containing typed name,
address, and telephone number of author and title
of paper.

The above items are to be sent to:

David Butts

Department of Science Education
University of Georgia

Athens, GA 30602

Deadline (proposalsreceived): October22, 1984,

Review of Proposals

Anonymous review of proposals will be by two or
more members of the program committee. Criteria will
include items a-e above. Notification of the decision by
the program committee will be made mailed by December
1, 1984.

Advance Program

An Advance Program, and conference registration
and hotel reservation forms, will be mailed to all NARST
members later this year.
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COVER SHEET |
1985 NARST ANNUAL MEETING — FRENCH LICK SPRINGS, INDIANA

(Please type requested information)

1. TITLE OF PAPER OR SYMPOSIUM

2. FIRST AUTHOR PRESENTING PAPER

Name Phone

Institution

Address (including zip or postal code)

3. NAME AND INSTITUTIONAL ADDRESS OF CO-AUTHOR(S), AND, IF APPROPRIATE,
SUB-TITLES

4. SIGNATURE

5. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS OR COMMENTS

PLEASE NOTE — if accepted, your session will appear in the program as you have listed it above. Have you included the

essential information above?

Thank you for your interest in improving science teaching — through research.



