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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

Our International Scope

During recent years our organization has grown both in numbers and
in international scope. When we were first organized, NARST consisted
of a small group of dedicated scholars who possessed a vision of the
significance of science education in human growth and development and
keenly recognized that this potential was not matched by an equally
vigorous thrust in science education research. Founded on the princi-
ple that the practice of education can be enhanced through sustained
scholarly analysis of the process of science teaching, our organiza-
tion has matured in a climate that increasingly favors new innovations
in science education practice and research. This salutary trend has
not been limited to our nation and many colleagues around the world
have joined in the effort to increase and, improve the diversity and
quality of research pursued in science education. As many nations have
moved toward greater commitment to research on science teaching, our in-
ternational membership has increased and interest in the work of our or-
ganization and its journal has begun to develop worldwide.

In recognition of this growing international role of our organization
and the potential for increased vigor in science education research
through closer dialogue with other researchers worldwide, your Execu-
tive Board voted to establish an "International Committee" to investi-
gate the possibility of increasing our international membership and to
enhance communication among science education researchers around the
world. The initial committee consists of George Ivany (Chairperson),
Willard Jacobson, Ronald Raven, Pinchas Tamir, Marvin Wideen and Roger
Anderson (Ex. Officio). The purpose of the committee is to explore the
sentiment of the membership with regard to our greater international
scope and to contact leading science education researchers throughout
the world to determine their willingness to participate more formally
in our organization.
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Obviously, as we move toward an enlarged vision of our role as an
international association some changes will need to be made in the
organization of our association. We trust that if there is a favor-
able sentiment toward increased international scope these appropriate
changes will occur by a natural transition process. Much of the work
and organization of our association will undoubtedly remain unchanged
although we may need to consider some modification in the name of the
organization to reflect the international scope it has achieved.

We are eager to receive your reactions to the ideal of enhancing our
international role through increased outreach to international scho-
lars. Will you please take a moment to inform your Executive Board
and its International Committee about your sentiments in this matter.
A brief checklist is presented following this statement with pro-
vision for your reaction. We are most eager to receive your reply.

As your new president, I extend my warm best wishes to you as a
colleague and scholar committed to the pursuit of excellence in sci-
ence education research and the vision of a more noble future for
humanity through improved science education.

0. Roger Anderson

Editor's Note: We have rerun President Anderson's greeting, in toto,
for two reasons: (1) It is difficult to rewrite such a professionally
written piece; and (2) because we believe the message is important
enough to warrant more reactions that have been received. We have not
included another checklist, but please take a few minutes to write and
send your reactions to the message.

The 1977 Joint STAM (Science Teachers Association of Manitoba) - NSTA
International Science Teaching Conference will be held in Winnepeg,
Manitoba, October 20-22, 1977. The Steering Committee has issued the
first call for papers. Write to Bob Vanden Branden who will relay your
request for further information.

AETS announces two award programs: one award for a creative paper that
interprets theory and research for classroom practice (entry deadline
November 1, 1976) and one award for the Outstanding Science Educator
of the Year (nomination deadline December 1, 1976). Details may be re-
quested from Dr. David Ost, Director, C.P.D. The California State Uni-
versity and Colleges, 400 Golden Shore, Long Beach, CA 90802
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SECOND CALL FOR PROPOSALS: A LOGO FOR NARST

During our 1976 annual meeting we decided that the association's
stationery and official documents would be enhanced if we possessed
a unique seal or logo that could be used to represent the organiza-
tion. The Executive Board voted to have a contest among the member-
ship to design and submit a logo to be considered for adoption. The
Executive Board will serve as a panel of judges to make the final
selection. The selected logo will be used at our next annual meeting
and its contributor will be recognized at the formal proceedings of
the association.

This is the second call for proposals. Please submit a carefully
sketched diagram of a seal that you believe best represents the
functions of our organization. Where possible we recommend that you
do not incorporate the name or abbreviated symbols "NARST" as an in-
tegral part of the design since we anticipate that the association's
name will be appended to all documents bearing the logo. Moreover,
whatever use of the name is made in the logo should be such that
future modification could be made in our name without destroying the
logo.

Please try to make your contribution distinctive but not too elaborate
so as to facilitate future reproduction. We anticipate that your
good sense of propriety and design will prevail and are most eager to
receive drawings from as many members as possible. Please submit an
India ink drawing or a very dense black ink rendition.

The deadline for submission will be October 30, 1976.

Please send your proposed design to:

0. Roger Anderson, President
NARST
Box 210, Teachers College
Columbia University
525 W. 120th Street
New York, N.Y. 1,0027

t * * * * *

Please keep us informed of your current address. Contact Paul
Joslin, Executive Secretary or Bob Vanden Branden, Newsletter Editor
at Memorial 206, Drake University, Des Moines, IA 50311.
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SECOND CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR
1977 ANNUAL MEETING

This announcement is the second official call for proposals for the 50th
Annual Meeting to be held March 22-24, 1977 in Cincinnati, Ohio.

The 1977 program format will be similar to that of recent years and
hence will include symposia, invited talks, paper sessions, discussion
papers, research training sessions and "an hour with" sessions. Papers,
symposia, discussion papers, and other activities will be considered
for inclusion in the program if they are received before October 20,
1976 and submitted in the appropriate form. Please note that proposals
for training sessions must be submitted for review and that summaries of
all proposed contributions must contain: (1) a brief statement of the
theoretical or conceptual rationale for the proposed contribution, (2)
a concise, but clearly stated summary of the methods used in the re-
search or the proposed specific topics to be presented in the case of
training sessions, and (3) results obtained in research and their signi-
ficance.

All NARST members are invited to submit proposals for consideration by
the Program Committee. Your proposal can be for any of the following
six types of sessions.

1. CONTRIBUTED PAPERS - Sessions devoted to contributed papers provide
individual members with an opportunity to share the results of
their individual research efforts with other members. Concurrent
sessions where such Contributed Papers can be scheduled represent
a major part of the NARST meetings. Generally such papers are
restricted to a fifteen to twenty minute presentation which includes
any audience questioning as well.

2. PAPER SETS - Several related studies originating from a common re-
search center or line of research can be structured as a set of
from three to six separate but related reports. Such a grouping of
papers often allows for common elements of design or approach to
be presented once instead of several times. A paper set grouping
can also allow for a division of a single report which represents
a major research effort in terms of time, number of workers, and/or
geography.

3. DISCUSSION PAPERS - Some research reports merit more time and con-
sideration by the membership than do others. Discussion papers re-
present intriguing, exciting, and perhaps controversial reports
of research submitted by NARST members. A whole time block on the
program will be scheduled where members in small numbers can care-
fully analyze and discuss the paper. There will be no "presentation"
concerning the paper. Instead copies of the paper will be available
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at the Registration Table. Members will secure a copy of the
paper that interests them, read it, and attend the particular
session ready to "discuss" the issues, the analyses, the results,
and the interpretations.

4. SYMPOSIA - Areas of current research or research needs should be
identified and members of the symposium asked to prepare papers
addressing themselves to defined issues. Symposia should in-
clude persons with varying backgrounds, positions, and research
interests. In addition to presentations concerning research in
a given area, interaction among the symposium presentors, other
discussant, and the audience is anticipated. Varying views,
approaches, data reports, and data interpretation are desirable
features for symposia.

5. PANELS - There are many debatable issues in science education and
panels can be constituted based on the positions taken by members.
Such panels provide a mechanism for debating issues and involving
interested members in such discussions of views.

6. TRAINING SESSIONS - Most of our members are relatively sophisti-
cated in general research design, but often seek mature knowledge
of alternative ways of generating and analyzing data. These
sessions should contain a thorough and sophisticated treatment of
a research methodology presented in a mode that complements the
sophistication of the audience. The program committee seeks pro-
posals that include a survey of the theoretical framework under-
lying the methodology with annotated bibliography citing perti-
nent literature, and a thorough presentation of the basic proce-
dures to be used in the methodology.

An individual is limited to the presentation of one paper, although this
individual may be permitted to appear on the program one additional time
as either the second author of a paper or as a member of a symposium or
panel.

Proposals must be submitted on the enclosed forms. They will be rated
anonymously by members of the Program Committee. The criteria employed
will be: (1) relevance to the objectives of NARST, (2) general quality,
and (3) clarity of expression. Proposals must consist of a cover page
(attached) and four copies of a 500-word (maximum) summary of the
study. The summaries will be published prior to the meeting by the ERIC
Center at Ohio State University.

The summary of a research paper should be organized under the following
headings: 4

- Objectives and theoretical rationale for the inquiry
- Methodology and design
- Data and its sources
- Results and conclusions
- Significance
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Symposia proposals should be submitted as a package listing partici-
pants on the cover sheet. The summary should address itself to the
individual presentations and to the thread that ties the symposium
papers together.

The total summary including summaries of individual presentations,
must be limited to a maximum of 500 words.

In the case of paper sets, a cover sheet and summary should be sub-
mitted for each paper in the set.

Please enclose two self-addressed, stamped envelopes for prompt
acknowledgment of proposal receipt and for notification of the
decision of the Program Committee.

All proposals should be mailed by October 20, 1976 to the program
chairman:

Roger G. Olstad
College of Education
111 Miller Hall DQ-12
University of Washington
Seattle, Washington 98195

Here is a checklist of the materials to be submitted:

- one copy of cover sheet
- four copies of a 500-word (Maximum) Summary (without

author identification)

Please note the format requested by the Program
Committee as listed above and in the introduction
to this announcement.

- two self-addressed stamped envelopes

CLASSIFICATION NUMBERS

01 Administration and Supervision
02 Curriculum development and/or evaluation
03 Learning theory and processes
04 Research methodology
05 Science and society
06 Testing and evaluation
07 Laboratory learning
08 Analysis of science teaching
09 Teadher education
10 General research in science education
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COVER SHEET
FOR PAPER OR SYMPOSIUM PROPOSAL

NARST - 1977

1. Paper Title:

2. Author's Name:*
Last First Initial

*Give here the name of person who will make the presentation.

Affiliation: Phone

Mailing Address:

3. If a symposium or panel proposal, list all other participants, institu-
tional affiliations and complete addresses, or in the case of a contri-
buted paper, list additional authors.

4. Classification Number (for committee use - see previous page:

5. Do you wish to have the use of an overhead projector? Yes No
(Unfortunately we are limited to providing overhead projectors. If
you need other types of equipment you will need to make your own
arrangements.)

6. This paper should be considered for the following program category:
(See attached definitions of sessions.)
a. Contributed Paper c. Symposium e. Training
b. Paper Set d. Panel Session

7. In the case of a contributed paper, would you be willing to present
it as a discussion paper if requested by the program committee?

Yes No

8. Are you a NARST member? Yes No
I hereby certify that this paper has not been submitted for publica-
tion, and if this paper is accepted and placed on the program, I pro-
mise to appear and deliver it unless prevented by conditions beyond my
control.

Signature Date

Please return the following: This cover sheet as completed; 500-word
summary (4 copies without author identification); two self-addressed, stamped
envelopes.



FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY MEETING

The NARST Annual Meeting in Cincinnati on March 22-24, 1977 will
celebrate a half century of service by our organization. Have
you marked your calendar?

Please send Roger Olstad, President-elect and General Program
Chairman, suggestions and proposals. He will supply you with the
details for submitting your proposal.

GRADUATE STUDENT ADVISORS:

Please send a copy of each doctoral dissertation and superior masters
thesis to Stan Helgeson, NARST Research Coordinator for inclusion in
the ERIC microfiche. Mail to:

Dr. Stanley Helgeson
Science-Mathematics Education
The Ohio State University
Columbus OH 43210

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Help a colleague by nominating him or her for membership in NARST.
NARST membership is more of a bargain than ever. It keeps you in
touch with your professional colleagues around the world.

Four Newsletters and six journals a year; Annual meetings - opportuni-
ties for active participation; Abstracts of contributed papers, summaries,
and reviews of research in science education all for two-thirds the
cost of the journal alone!

Send names of prospective members to the Executive-Secretary, Paul Joslin,
Memorial Hall, Drake University, Des Moines, IA 50311. DO IT TODAY!

NARST PLACEMENT SERVICE

NARST members who contemplate seeking a position next year should re-
quest the Placement Service registration form from the Placement Coordi-
nator. The completed form must be returned to the Placement Coordinator
as soon as possible but no later than January 1, 1977. The sooner we
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have listings the better we can respond to requests for information
from prospective employers.

A form may be requested for use in announcing positions also.

Listings of Persons Seeking Employment and Employment Opportunities
will be issued early in 1977. Any updates will be distributed at the
annual meeting. If you want position announcements or names of per-
sons seeking employment as soon as they are registered with the
Placement Service you should provide the Placement Coordinator with a

supply of self-addressed stamped envelopes.

Persons seeking positions are reminded to check the Chronicle of
Higher Education regularly and contact the NSTA Employment Registry.
The Placement Service will distribute other placement information as
it becomes available. Contact us by phone or letter if we can assist
you in any way during your search for employment or an employee.

Alan M. Voelker, Placement Coordinator, NARST, Gabel 102-B
Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL 60115 (815) 753-0381 or

756-1142

COMMITTEE ERRATA

The name of John Schaff was inadvertantly omitted from the NSTA Program
Committee. The committee includes:

Warren Wollman, Chairman John F. Schaff
University of California University of Toledo
Berkely CA 94720 Toledo OH 43606

Anton Lawson Ellen Simmons
Lawrence Hall of Science 4315 Martha Ave.
University of California New York NY 10470
Berkeley CA 94720

The AERA and AETS Program Committees are not approved as of this date.
The feasibility is being explored that these committees would serve
as liaison groups with AERA and AETS to facilitate joint program plan-

ning in the future.

* * * * * *

Newsletter Coordinator Note: Notification of errors of omission or
commission are appreciated and will be duly noted. Such notifications
and any news items for consideration should be sent to Bob Vanden Branden,
Memorial 207, Drake University, Des Moines, IA 50311
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1977 NARST PATRON'S AWARD

The NARST Patron's Award was designed to encourage the submission
of research proposals from the NARST membership which (a) define
major problems in science education and (b) delineate procedures
for investigating them. Each year, a general topic is identified
and announced by the NARST Research Committee.

The committee chairman has informed us that the topics to which
participants may write have been identified and may be obtained
from him.

The research proposal should be consistent with the guidelines
(below) which are the basis for selection of the recipient of
the Award by the Patron's Award Committee.

1. The problem to be studied shall be well defined.
2. The conceptual framework from which the problem

arises shall be described.
3. An adequate research base for the problem shall be

identified and summarized.
4. At least two effective strategies (or measures) for

studying the problem shall be specified.
5. Any proposed design shall be experimental or quasi-

experimental permitting control and manipulation of
variables.

Join the friendly competition for the Patron's Award and national
recognition. Write now for details from the 1977 Committee Chairman.

Dr. John T. Wilson
787 Physics Building
Science Education Center
University of Iowa
Iowa City, IA 52242

Communication is a two-way street. Even though not all of the
letters, questions and notices can be published in the Newsletter,
the correspondence is of value and interest and will be disseminated
to interested parties. Sometimes detours in communication become
the best route. If you have a question or information and are not
certain to whom it should be addressed, write to the NARST Newsletter
Office, Memorial 207, Drake University, Des Moines, IA 50311.

ED.


