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Suppose you are graduating with an education
degree. This gives you the lawful right to teach, But
does it give you anything more than a signed document
stating that you can be employed five doys a week in
the moanner which you choose? This question we caonnot
answer nor do we propose to do so. The future seems
a frightening prospect and the problems it involves are
somewhat beyond those of lesson plans and daily assign-
‘ments.

The world situation this year, as any year, has been
something that definitely needed thinking obout and
that presented problems The revolution in Cubag, the
French handling of Algerian rebels in Morocco, the
herding of Chinese into ogricultural communes or
“human anthills,”" the outer space contest, the educa-
tion controversy, the influence or lock of influence of
the Beat Generation—these are some of the problems
that confronted us.

Certainly we have people in official
positions to aonalyze and handle the major portion of
these, but what about the rest of the people? Do we go
on believing that if there are problems someone else
will surely solve them? This 1s where we feel college
comes into view. Is it more than preparation for a
vocation? Can you think beyond your own immediate
realm?

We hope that college has offered you the
opportunity and the incentive to want to think of
these problems and, perhaps, to propose solutions for
them,

It has been said that the attitude of most college
students aond graduates teday i1s | cannot and will
not be bothered.” This appears to be all too true and
while in college we can attempt to justify this by busy-
ness. And after our formal education has ceased we
find the complexity and choos of modern living another
answer. Assuming this attitude has affected more than
this college, it would seem we have turned our backs
on that which has brought us to this point,

And as
adults and teachers who have had the opportunities of
college, we cannot afford to be blase. We have illimit-
able situations in which to think and to encourage
thinking. This does not suggest that you solve China’s
problems, but that you be aware of them and try to
understand.

This foreword 1s not written to accuse its readers
of apathy. We have only desired your attention for a
few minutes because we ourselves resent the label of
“complacency’’ and hope that a mere label is not an
indication of what really exists. College offers so much
to so many and yet this fact is said to be ignored by
three-tfourths of its students, who think of it only as on
assembly line for the putting together of ready-made
teachers, scientists and junior executives.

15 this actually
the case? We prefer to think it is not. No doubt the
answer to this will come only with the future.

Whatever the answer, if there s one, we hope
that when you look at the 1959 Meletean you will see
more than an organization picture and lists of activities.



. .. you walk across the campus, drink coffee
in the cafeteria, go to classes, convocations, the
library, the dorms . . .

. at first you see people you only know as
fellow students, see regularly, recognize, but don't
know . . .

. .. then, next to you, in a class, the cafeteriq,
downtown, you are talking with somebody . . .

. . this is how it starts, in the fall, and you
begin to feel River Falls is your college.
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What makes a college?

Pictures . . . drawings . . . words form images of life at River Falls.
Buildings, grass and trees . . . the place . . . give the setting.

Maybe between the camera and the pen | can catch some of the moods and reflections
to show the spirit of this college.

It seems to me the college combines the old and the new, keeping what is valuable of the
past, but accepting change and progress. So |‘ve started this sketch book with a picture of the
newest building on campus, the Student Union, 1959, and a sketch of the oldest building, South
Hall, 1898. After eighty-five years, the college at River Falls keeps the emphasis on the student,
even in the building program.
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Primarily,

students make a college
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Of Course,

faculty and classes do provide
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a framework T

You have to give the credit to our faculty — for

a lot of the quality, naturally. | suspect that
by constantly presenting their subject matter and
prodding us to think for ourselves, they change us
radically in this circle of effects that takes place

on campus.

I don’t know much about other colleges, but | don’t think there could be a better all-around faculty

than ours . . . they’re our friends . . . walking storehouses of information . . . trying to show us the joy of dis-
covery . . . the excitement of ideas . . . the rewards of research . . .
Of course, it doesn’t all “take’ but sometimes we get a glimmer . . . enough to realize that education

itself is an adventure.
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Even

eating and sleeping are an integral part of it all

I’ve heard people joke about majoring in "“cafeteriol-

ogy'’ but seriously a lot of learning talkes place in the
college cafeteria, coffees, and dorm bull sessions.
Often they’re purely social and pure froth. We may talk
about classes or studies . . . and we do get into some

knotty philosophical discussions.

The deans talk about adjusting to new situations,
getting along with other persons, and accepting our own

responsibilities . . . | guess that all happens too. But

the beauty of it is it's so painless . . . at least most of

the time.




Then,

there are student activities

And, certainly, we keep learning here . . . no matter

what our interests are. Ever try to work up a de-
bate, or play in an orchestra, or put on a play, or put
out a newspaper, or make up a budget, or prepare
devotions, or play football without real learning
effort? Can’t be done.

Yet this isn’t class load. These are called extra-
curricular. And they are outside the fermal curricu-
lum. Bui activities are within the college and they

certainly stimulate learning.
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College should be a place of light, of liberty,
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I think maybe to Disraeli’s definition, |'d add growth . . .
physical, mental, spiritual. |I’'m sure the college at

River Falls is a place of light, of liberty and of learning.

| notice | keep emphasizing the learning in this

sketch book. Learning in class, learning from counselling,
learning from bull sessions, learning from activities, learn-
ing through fun. It seems as though college is mainly
LEARNING . . . student centered, faculty directed in

class, student directed in activities.

What is a College? It's a myriad of things . . . at
River Falls it’s building skeletons rising on the skyline,
students jostling in the halls, a prof poised for mental
flight, students bending over books in the library, a thou-
sand forms to fill out at registration, a student brushing
a canvas, the din of the cafeteria, a student pounding

a typewriter, classes, profs, students, buildings, ideas!

| can’t capture it on paper. You just have to see and

hear and feel it for yourself!

22



of learning.
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2 advantage of edifc > (and perhe sadvantage for the waiting
is that the MELETEAN of : ; 1 ir ing i 5 ch detr
(  facet of this offic vas the bookcase r...rurm‘ned with
st in 1911,
that in ars past, this
Y Y < Th:ﬂ rhar:qm in ege | b var but
nrnt chang This b was and is a favorite during off hours — and is
perhaps nly vis sible like then and now.
The verse beside the picture was printed beneath this same scene in the 1918
MELETEAN. It was written by Lloyd Goble, the advisor to the 1918 MELETEAN.
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