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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION
THE KLAN COMES TO NORTHWESTERN WISCONSIN

There appeared on the American scene during the decade
of the twenties a new phenomen@hbent on making the United
States sefe for Americans. Reorgénized by Williem J.
Simmons in 1915, the Ku Xlux Klan made litile headwaj until
after the First World War.l A factor in the affairs of many
states of “he Union, few communities went unscathed as a
result of the Klan's preachments of hatred and bigotry.
Wiscongin was no exceptiion in seeing many of its communities
suffer a rending of the social fabric.. Vhat follows, then,
is the story of what happened to several localities in
northwestern Wisconsin when the Knights of the XKu Klux Klan
first made its appearance in that section of the state.

Desiring to maintain a'veneer of legitimacy, the Xu
Klux Xlan made its first attempt at incorporéting itself in

early 1925.2 The then State Attorney General of Wisconsin,

1

Frank Bohn, "The Ku Klux Klan Interpreted," The
American Journal of Sociology, X.7X (January, 1925),
385’ 390. )

zﬁetter of Herman L. Ekern to Fred R. Zimmerman,
April 20, 1925, as found in the VWalker D, Wyman Papers,
Mss, P, The Areza Research Center, Wisconsin State University,
River Falls, Wisconsin (hereafter cited ag Wyman Papers,
Box 10, It should be noted that the Klan was operating in
Wisconsin severzl years prior to 1ncorporqt1on. The
earliest established date for Klan activity in northwestern
Wisconsin would be the Spriang of 1924.) :

1



Herman L.. Ekern denied the Klan's application for
incorpo*atioﬁéj' ” Several important Teasons were given
for this. For one thing, the Klan's constitution was so.
arranged that control of the Wisconsin bfanch would come
under Klan officials in Georgla.. This was contrary to

the Wisconsin Statutes in that corporations of a non-stock
issuing nature were to be controlled from wisconsin. Also,
the first Klan constitution was illegal in that Wiscounsin
meabers would, in effect, be denied a voice in the
organization's business.?

However, the Klan was suécessful in a latter attémpt
~ at incorporation. On Novenmber 27, 1925, with tlhe
acceptance of its constitution by Secretary of State
Fred R. Zimmerman, the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan becanme
a legal corporation in the State of Wisconsin.s_ Article
Six stipulated that

an apﬁiidant for ﬁembershié.musf be white

male Gentile person, a native born citizen

of the United Stateg of America who owes no
allegiance of any nature whatever to any

)

3Ekern to Zimmerman, April 20, 1925, Wyman Papers,
Box 10..

41bid.

5Letter of John W.. Reynolds to Walker D.. Wyman, .
January 26, 1960, Wyman Papers, Box 10. See also the
original cover sheet to the Klan's Articles of Incorporation
as signed by Secretary of State Zimmerman. The cover ‘sheet -
is dated November 27, 1925, Of additional interest is that
a Ray C. Twinlag, a Milwaukee attoruney, was on of the three
individuals who affixed their signatures to the Articles..
Twining would later be ianvolved in the Klan tent burning
affalr near Hudson., See Chapter Six for details,



foreign goverument, nation, institution, sect,
ruler, prince, potentate, persoa or people; he
must have attained the age of eighteen years,

be of sound mind, good cﬁaracter, of

commendable reputa%ion and respectful vocation,

a believer in the tenets of the Christian

Religion, and one whose allegiance, loyalty

and devotion to the Government of the United

States of America is in all things unquestioned,

and shall have been & resident within the

jurisdiction of the Klan to which he applied

for membership at least twelve months.6 .
In regard to the Klan's organization in the State of
Wisconsin, Article Five stipulated that the "....state of
Wisconsin shall constitute a Realm in this organization,
and shall be subdivided into Provinces and Klaans; a
Province being a major division of said Realﬁ, and a Klan
being a local subordinate lodge or organization within a
Province."7

It is Province Number Four that this study is concerned
Withya Situated in northwestern Wisconsin, the Province
consisted of twenty-one counties.? Insofar as information
was available, the study centers about Klan-activities;in
Chippewa, Polk, Barron, St. Croix and Pierce Counties..

However, a caveat snould be entered. At the time the study

was made, sufficient information regarding the first three

_ 6Article Six, Articles of Incorporation of the Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan of Wisconsin, pe. 4., as found in Wyman
Papers, Box 10.. . _

7Article Five, Articles of Incorporation of the Knights .
of the Xu Klux Klan, p. 2, as found in VWyman Papers, Box 10..

8See testimony of J. H. Neff, Klan organiger for
Province Number Four, in Chapter Six..

9

Again, see Neff's testimony in Chapter Six.



counties was available for Cornell ( Chippewa County), Clear
‘Lake (Polk County) and Chetek (Barron County) only.10 As
there was a more appreciable zmount of material available
for Sf. Croix and Pierce Counties, a more detailed study of
these areas was possible;ll Additionally, there were two
incidents in St. Croix County and one in Pierce County:which
lent themselves to treatment as separate chap‘ters.l2 The
content of the foregoing will be discussed briefly at a
later point in this introduction,.

- Insofar as the evidencé indicates, the Ku Klux Klan
entered northuwestern Wiscoasin in early 1924.13 The first
areas to Ee affected were Clear'Lake, Cornell and Chetek.
As such, the study of Klan activities in northwestern
Wisconsia commences with the year 1924 and'thé.above
mentioned municipalities.. The Fall of 1925 saw the Xu Klux

Klan attempting to make inroads in St. Croix and Pierce

Counties with 1926 being the year of peak activity. ‘There

105ee Chapters Two, Three and Four..

Nsee Cnapters Five and Bight..

2
See Chapters Six, Seven and Nine..

13

Father'MinWegan mentions in his Memoirs that the Klan
was involved in Corunell affairs as early as 1922. A J. H..

Neff was named as one of the Cornell organizers of the local

Klan. However, Neff testified at a preliminary hearing at
Hudson that he did not enter Wiscomsin until 1924. He went:

4

directly to Chippewa Falls from Brownsburg, Indiana where he

first affilisted with the Xlan. For this reason, the Klan's
first appearance in Cormnell is dated 1924. See Chapters
Three and Six for further details..



wag no news of Klan activities after 1926 and it is with
the closing of this year that the study concludes.l4

Basically, this study concerns itself with the Ku Klux
Klan as a grass roots movement in the aforementioned areas
of northwestern Wisconsin.. Investigation.was nade with a
view toward establishing the degree of the Klan's
involvenent and iafluence vis-a vis the various facets of
comrunalty life in these localities, Three particular facets
wnich evidenced Klan involvement were govermment, education
and religion. An atteupt was also made to determine the
Klan's operations snd membership.

Before proceeding to a discussion of this study's
thesis, a word is in order with regard to source material
and the manﬁer of'iﬁvestigatioh. Several difficulties were
ehcountered walch prevented = more thorough investigation of
the prqblem.‘ For ome thing, no extant Klan records were
discdvered., A basic source of this study was the weekly
newspeper.. Though éeventéen joqfnals were utilized, a good
many were not available for the following reasons;

Several comirunities such as Somerset had no newspaper
pubiished during fhe_period-investigated. Hewspaper files
for Elmwood and Prescott were not on microfilm at the State
Historical Society of Wisconsin or available elsewhere..
Other newspapers such .as those located at Balsam Lake, fmery,

ettt e et s e a—

14The'0ne exception to this concerns the Klan tent
burning affair near Hudson. This matter wes settled out
of court ia May of 1927.



and Glenwood City printed little—-if any-information that
was of value. There were several possibilities here,.
Either the Klan was not active in that particular community
or the editors desired to leave well enough alone..

Inquiries were made of local Catholic as well as
Protestant churches with a view toward getting a particular
Pastor's stand on the hooded order.: No records were
available., Several Wisconsin Protestant publications -

(of the Baptist, Conzregational and Presbyterian communions)
were locked into, but these revealed nothing. Inquiries
were also made of the Roman Catholic Dioceses of Superior
and La Crosse. Again, the results were negative..

A number of local and county goverﬁment agencies were
consulted (city councils, county boards, couaty courts and
county sheriff offices).,'Though there were a good many.
negative replies, the search on. this level did prove to be
‘more fruitful. Three court cases were turned up walch led
to a greater understanding of not'only-what the Klan and its
representatives were about, but a2lso the reaction within the
particular community where the Klan operated. This was
particularly true of Klan activitieS‘in Hudson .15

Other than local newspapers and the court cases, the
State Historical Society of Wisconsin was able to provide a
goodly amount of information. The Papers of Joan J. Blaine,

former Wiscongin Governor and United Stateg Senator, were

lsSée Cnapter Six end the introductory overview in this:
chapter., : : '



invaluadble in filling in the chinks of thls study, Blaine
was Governor of Wiscoasin during the period of this study
and his correspondence reveals reaction to Xlan activities
in St. Croix and Pierce Counties which might othaerwise be
1ost.l6 Also located at tae State Historical Society of
Wisconsin are investigations made by various Goveranors in
the matter of civil unrest. Two 1tems were of particular
importance here. The first deals with alleged Klan
involvement in St. Croix County politics.l7 The second
deals with the Pierce County Sheriff's involvement--as a
menber of the Klan--~in a yellow-fringed flag dispute.tt
Newspapers, court records, personal correspondence and
investigations into civil unrest, then, are the threads
with which the fabric of this study is woven,
The Ku Klux Klan claimed to be a brotherhood united
es.under a common oath to cultivate and promote
patriotism towards our national governmeant; to
practice an honorable cleanliness towards each
other; to exempligy a practical benevolence; to
shield the sanctity of the home and the chastity
of womanhood; to teach and inculcate a high
spiritual philosophy; end by a practical
devotion to conserve, protect and naintain the
distinctive institutions, rights, privileges,

principles, traditions and ideals of a pure
Americanisml.l9 : '

16See Chapter Six and the introductory overview in
this chapter.

17See Chapter Seven and the introductory overview in
this chapter '
" 1%sge Chapter Nine and the introductory overview in
this chapter

19article One, Articles of Incorporation of the Knights
of the Ku Xlux Klan, p.l, as found in Wyman Papers, Box 10.




In practice, however, the Klan wes anything but
benevolent in its influences on a perticulsr community. By
way of a thesis, then, this study proposes to demoanstrate
that, operating on a progran ofvbigotry and intolerance-——.
thereby apoealing to the baser instincts of particular
individuals;—the Klan made inroads into various communities
by playing on their fears and prejudices--zll under the
guise of dne aundred percent Americanism} This, in turn,
served to cause éocial disruption for the duration that}the
Klan was present in a particular comnunity. Adtagonism
toward educators and religiousrfigures was utilized in the
pursult of the Klan's goals. In nortawester Wisébnsin, a
canief object of the Xlan's vitriol'was the Catholic sector
of the pppulace..‘It was urgent that the nation be made safe
for Americans inasmuch as America was in dire dangér of
succumbing to a‘Papal invasion. Eoliticgily,‘there was one
instance in which the Klan was alleged to have distributed
spurious sample ballots in order,to throw the 1926 election
(this occured in St. Croixz County) its way. As part of its

modus operendi, the Klan employed professional agitators to

insure the success of the hooded orderfs‘@bjecfivesu In
isolating objectionable elements for viliification, the
organizers served only to rend casunder thé social fabric of
the affected commuﬁity. Finally, insofar as can be
ascertained, there were four incidents of a serious nature
shich illustrete measurable reaction to Klan activities..

Yet the Xlen expired as aa influential movement almost



as quickly as it arose, Though the Klan cannot be faulted
fbl not making a concerted effort, its polihbal efforts
proved futile, Adverse court actions served to discredit
it. Too, money was a problen—-there never seemed %o be
enough of it. Also, memoership interest lagged after a
time, Intefestih¢ly enough, no news was heard avout Xlan
activities in a2 glven area once the Kluxers had conpleted
their campaign.. Finally, the peak of Klan aétivity was

in

the Spring, Summer and early Fall of 1926 (particulsrly
relation to St. Croix and Pierce Countles)--afte? which Klan
activities experienced a raplid decline., 3By 1027, the Klan
was no longer a viable factor in the life of northwestern
Wisconsgin. In short, the loug ranse effect of the Klan's
influence was practically nil. However, the Klan did ha#e
a serious short term e°fect on those communities its p“ONram'
had touched——community discord. Only time could heal the
wounds ofvsocial.disruption.q | B |

The thesis of this study is illustrated and supported
by the following evidence. Province Numbe:‘Eour, Knights of
the XKu Klux Klan, Realm of Wisconsizn, was operative no
earlier than Fevruary of 1924. Onefof.the'first areas to be
organized was Clear lLeke., The Klan's Clear Lake operatlon
'1s illustrative of the order's sense of Americanisn. Oouched
in a slick veneer of idealism, prospective members failed to
grasp the more dangerous elements of Klan philosophy.

Broedly speaking, America wouild be remade in the image of
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the Klan; that the real and only truth was the Ylan's truth.
Catholics were railed agaianst becasuse they represented

a danger to the United Stated insofar as they supposedly
owed their allegiance %o the Pope..

Cornell, Wisconsin was the sceﬁe of some rather bitter
anti-Catholic attacks by the Klen. Here, the Klan had the
added advantage of a large Protestant population--many with
preconceived ideas. Cornell is a good example of how,
thfough the medium of secrecy, various Protestant communify
leaders were duped into believing the Catholics to be an
in mlneat threat.s This was accomplished through the
distribution by the agitators of a spurious Enights of
Columbus oath labled as "The llenace," This claimed that,

upon the signal of the Pope, all Catholics were conscience

~bound to murder off their Protestant neighbors.zo

20See Chapter Three. Cornell wes not an isolated case

in this regard, A Lalde” Rock (Pierce Couuty) resident who
well remembers the Klan era writes thet: "lany of the real
emotional took things so seriously that they considered it
necessary . to heve firearms handyat home., One member got so
excited he mew the Catholics had an arsenal of weapouns and
were going to massacre the Protestants. EHe probably had
meny like believers." (Fersonal letter of Ralph B. White to '
John A. Turcheneske, Jr., December 17, 1970). Interestlngly‘“
enough, this "ienace" idea was not indigenous to the
rejuvenated Klan of tae twenties. John Hipnar in ris
Strangers In The Lapdfw%hat the Mienace" idea was originated
Eﬁ'\llour Franklin Thelps who was also the founder of a
"patriotic" weekly nown as The Menace in 1911. Im his
citation, Highanm noted that The Wilenace'" idea was first:
broached in January of 1912, States Figham: "Nothing
Interested The llenzce very nuch except a Roman one....The
paper's most notorious sally was against the Knights of
Columbus, who, according to an oath The MNenace helvped to
publicize, pledve& tqelc fourth degree members to & war of
externination and mutilation agulast all heretics." (Joun
Higham, "Tae Loss of Confidence," Strangers In The Land
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A prime ingredient of Klan philosopny was the idea
that the public school was to be the bulwark of American
democracy. However, the education bffered in the public
schools was to conformm to the Klan's vislion of what
education should be. Were the schools not offering the
"proper" education, howls of protest and accusations would
be méde by the.Kluxers against certain school administrators..
Chetek, in early 1926, was such an area in northwestern |
Wisconsin where the Klan engaged in activities of this
nature.’gl'

Though the Klan was working with a view toward gaining
a foothold in St. Croix County in the Fall of 1925, the
height of Kluxer activity here was dﬁring the Spring,

1

Summer and Fall of 1926. There were two incidents of

serious dimensions here, The first was a direct outgrowth

of Klan attacks on the Catholic Church. In this instance,

Patterns Of American Nativisn 1860-1925 (New York: Atheneum,

1987y, 180.

2lBy no means was- Chetek an isolated instance. Pat
Malone was the agitator involved in the Chetek education
incident. Just prior to one of his Chetek lectures, lMalone
was addressing a rally at Foad du Lac, VWiscousin.. "In his
adkess Tuesday evening lMr. Malone dealt principally with
tne text of history books used in the public schools,

. eclaiming that they did not truthfully represent facts, and
that the fext was influenced to the extent that emphasis
was placed on certain religious teachings. He scored the
Protestant public for tiieir indifference in matters of this
kind." (The Fond du Iac Daily Commoanwealth, February 24,

1926, p. 1, as enclosed in personal letter of Albert J.
Nevins to Joan A. Turcheneske, Jr., Jenuary 27, 1971l--

hereafter cited as Nevins Letter.) Shortly thereafter,
Chetek!s education controversy became public knowledge
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8 Klan {tent was burned to the ground nesr Fudson--an aét
allezed to have been perpetrated by Catholics. The second
incideat was of a political nature. A New Richmond
Assemblyman alleged that he lost the primary and general
elections due to a spurious sample ballot published by the
-Klan in support of a Ro%erts area resident. The Assemblyman,
‘Ethan B.. Minier, was unsuccessful in petitioning_vaernor
John J. Blaine for an investigation into the matter..

Klan activities of a bigoted nature in FPierce Goﬁnty
were recsponsible for one of its own members--the Pierce
County Sheriff--nearly being removed from office. Setting
themselves up as super patriots and experts as to what was
proper to the unational emblem, the XKluxers attacked a yellow-
fringed Américan flag as being, in reality, the ?ope's
ensign., A4S far as the Klan was'concerneﬂ; it was another
attempt by the Catholics to take over the éountry. The
Ellswbrth American Legion had displayed'a'yellow—fringed
flég at thé 1926 Pierce County Fair. The yeliow—friﬁgé;
standard on regimental colors and authoriged for Légidn use 
by an Act of Congress in 1920, had no meaning of itself., It
was purely decorative in nature. As 1t was alleged to be
the Pope?s‘colors, the Legion was requested to remove the

- flag. The:Legion refused and latérvpétitioned Goverhdf
Bléine to remove the Sheriff from office.'rThe-Sheriff:was
present during the incident and was among those who wanted
the flag struck. This episode is illustrative of the

effects of Klan propagaanda against the Catholic minority--
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propaganda wailch backfired in an unexpected manner.

The ore individual who hovers coantinuously over this
account of social disruption as a specter among the shadows
went about his work of hatred and bigotry under the alias
of Pat Malone. There was many a northwestern Wisconsin
community vhich was not the same after the agitator left.
Not a member of the Klan, but lecturing for it, Pat Malone
was notorious for polarizing communities by twisting facts
to fit the Xlan's objectives. The following is an account
of the Klan lecturer based on available evidence.

Born in Oscaloosa, Iowa (circa 1826), Artaur Williem
Malone-—-glias "Pat" lalone--succeeded in rocking
northwestern Wisconsin with his preachments of hatred and
bigotry—-particularly in relatioan to tpeuRoman Catholic
Church.Z Malone claimed to have received part of hig'
training at Drake University. A self-proclaimed evangelist,
Malone advertised himgelf as a graduate (1908) of Chicago's

Moody Bible Institute.2) As far as can be aécertained, Pat

22Testimony of Pat Malone, State of Wisconsin v. Pat
Malone, November 15-17, 1926, Oconto County Court .House,
Ocounto, Wisconsin (hereafter cited as Malone Trial), p.98..

23Ibid., .99, However, Malone's veracity in this
instance is questionable. Both Drake University and Moody
Bivle Institute have no records of an Arthur William Malone
being in attendance. (Personal letters of Robart C. Sheetz,
Registrar, Drake University, Jaauvaery 21, 1¢71 and Roy
Shewy, Registrar, }Moody Bible Institute, January 8, 1971, to
Joun A.. Turcheneskxe, JT.) ' R




Jor
4.

Malone affiliated with the Klan as a lecturer sometime
during the early twenties.,.

Pat lMalone, however, had a long aistory of self-styled
evangelistic work prior to lecturing on behslf of the Klan..
One source had it that Malone was engaged in this type of
work for‘néarly twenty years--utilizing the Scriptures to
substantizate his interpretations of current even'l:s.'.z”r
Wisconsin was not the only victim of his rabble rouéing
invective. BSuch diverse areas as Elm Creel, Nebraska and
Oskland, California were scenss of social disruption after a

Malone visit.25

a%arfgh County News-Shield, October 9, 1925, p. 1l.

25Testimony of Pat Malone, Malone Trial, pp. 99-100,°
A number of Oakland's citizens must heve been upset with
lalone's ravings inasmuch as lfalone made note of the fact
that a group came to one of his meetings with the intention
of lynching hin. The earliest ascertainable date of
Malone's evangeligtic activities was August 18, 1914 at Elm
Creek, Nebrasks. The following account illustrates the
gocial disruption following a Malone visit. Though the year
is 1914, the situation aptly describes what took place.
during the twenties, Wrote the Rev. . R. Wedge, &n Elm
Creek, Nebraska Protestant minister: "Just a word ebout
that professional agitator, Fat Malone, the anti-Catholic
lecturer, who has been holding a campaign of villification
in our comrunity for several days and after he has raised
all the nell he can nere, will go to another Nebraska town
to create some more of the brimstone variety....Pat Malone
came .to our little town and found the people here enjoying
industrial peace, industrial fraternity and religious
tolerance and when he leaves tomorrow there will be
conditions which will talte years to remedy. This is a
semple of his methods: Arriviag in towm, he rallies a few
of his followers wno .ave alrgady been worked up to a high
key of excitement by blood curdliag stories of the M"ienace."
Malone then tells them that there is great danger of o
somebody shootiag hiz while he is delivering his lecture,
Guards are stationed in front of and in the rear of the hall
where ne speaks and then when the stage setiing is just
right the Malone fireworks come off and the lecturer begins
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While engeging in this work, Fat Malone claimed on
several occasions that he was an ex-Catholic priest.
Additionally, prior to his Klen work of the twsnties, Pat
Malone was also engazed iun anti-Americanism. A Corunell
missionary, Father Peter liinwegen recorded this aspect
of Malone's career as follows,

The career of the ex~priest, Pat Malone, suddexnly
came to an inglorious end, owing to the vigilant
eye of Rev, Fr. Schuster, O.M.I. Pat lMalone had
just reached the lowest depth of infamous insults
agaianst the Catholic Church &t a pageant he had
staged in N¥iellsville, Wisconsin.26 At that
pageant he was leading a procession, carrying a
huge cross, while flirting with a bevy of young
women who were dressed as nuns while he wore the
- garb of a Catholic priest. On that occasion he
proved from the pages of the Bible that tae

to hurl his verbal filth to a crowd of men who have been
easy enough to allow the agitator to separate them from
thelr coin. The character of noble women wnho are ' living
their lives in the hospitals and schools of our land are
assailed; men whose lives are consecrated to the work of
leading millions to nigher ideals and a better understanding
of the purpose of life are attacked, and even tne Protestant
ministers, who will not stoop to throw mud, come in for
their share of the muckraking....Men who have been life long
friends have become enemies, people ©of differeant religious
failth have begun to boycott each other in business, little
children on the street hurl vile epithets at each other, and
all because Pat lMalone, the professiornal agitator has coue
to town. (Rev. F. R. Vedge to Editor, the Omsha Vorld-—
Herald, August 18, 1914, as enclosed in Nevins Letier,

J anuary 26, 1971.)

265, Peter Minwegen, O.K.I. "Tae K.K.K.," Hemoirs of
Father Peter Minwegen, O..I., Unpublished, p. 73. Pat
Malone himself testified at his Oconto trial that he had
previously operated in ¥ielsville, (Testimony of Pat Mealone,
Malone Trial, pp. 95-96.) . ‘
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2llies Great Britain and the United States
would lose -the war. Fr. Schuster reported
him to the authorities. He was arrested,
accused of makxing unpatriotic speeches and
giviag comfort to the eneny. It wes
established in court that he had never
been a priest, not ever a seminarisn, that
he was not and never had been a Catholic.Z27

2T\inwegen, "The K.¥.K.," lermoirs, p. 73. PFatner
Minwegen also stated that Pat lMalone's acutal name was
Vseenot Irish, nor Pat Malone, but that he was a German
Lutheran named Schulze. He was sentenced to two years in
penitentiary...." :

That Malone's real name was Schulz and was sentenced to two
years imprisonment remains open to question. However, an
extant document from the pen of the priest who exposed the
azitator for what he was--Father R. J. Schuster, O.M.I e~
does shed additional light on this problem. Vriting from
Sisseton, South Dakota in October of 1925, Fr. Schuster
remarked that: "Concerning this maan: "Pat lkalone' whose
real name is Arthur Malone I have sufficient information on
hand to put him out again as I did before if the people and -
clergy dowvn there at Wiscousin will give me a chance to
meet him. But ell the things I can put out agzainst aim in
any audience are of such a nature that they have to be
handled carefully and according to the circumstances., This
man even though he has bills against his honesty in a
number of places and has been affiliated with several
abortion Doctors in Fake-Hospitel stunts and had insinuating
pictures taken of himself dressed as a priest and a young
lady as a sister in positions of real immorality; and was
the driving power behind the famous refusal of the Krueger
boys at Withee to enlist in the army and all the trouhle
caused there and the bloodshed resulting, this man who
never passed even the 8th grade and does not kunow how to
apell the word priest this man who was with Spurgeon in
Iowa under the auspices of the Knights of Luther aand got in
a dirty mess, this man I say 1s held too high by the Menace
crowd...." (Letter of Fr. R. J. Schuster to Rotzrt R, Hull,
Qctober 27, 1925, as enclosed in HNevins Letter. Hull was
the director of the National Catholic Bureau of Information
located at Huntington, Indiana,)

In regard to laloune and the matter of abortion, it is
interesting to note that, at ais Oconto slander trial, he
was asked wanether he ",...read off the names and affidavit
of some doctor that had taken care of girls...." alone
replied in the negative. (Testimony of Pat Malone, Malone
Trial, pp. 105-106.) 3Regarding theMienace" crowd and The
Knights of Luther, the possibility exists that Malone could
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Embracin@ the Klen's ideology of one hundred percent
Amerlcanlsn, Pat lMalone, on several occasions during the
twenties reiterated his claim of being a former Catholic'
priest. PFor example, during sSeptember of 1926 =t Virginia,
Minnesota, it was said that "Mr. llalone claims to be the
last of 17 young preach:srs wno, following their ordination.
dedicated their lives to uncovering the alleged evils of
the Roman system."®® It was claimed taat Malone read out
of a Catholic Bible, stating that 1t was as good as the

29

Protestant Bible, Malone claimed to be fignting the

Roman systerm and not the religion.Bo

have been affiliated with one or both of these groups prior
to lecturing for tue Klan. John Higham, in his gﬁzgnﬁe¢s
In The Laﬂd, notes that, along with The lenace, there grew
oL .a Targe Duollsﬂlng plant which employed 135 peorle, did
a rousing mail-order business printing anti-Cathollic books,
and arranved engegements for anti-Catholic lecturers.”
Accord1ﬂ~ to ngnam, the Knights of Lutner (vhich also
utilized the services of anti-~Oatholic. lec*urerg) was oune of
several nativist Protestant political secret societies
founded soretime after 1911. Tigham's citation would seem
to suggest that 1915 might be the year ian which this group
materialized, (Highem, Strangers In The Land, pp. 180 and
182, As for thae documents relating to the Krurer natter at
Withee (Chippewa County, Wlscon31ni Father Schuster
explained that "Ihanded all my documents over to Judge
Parker of Madison, Wiscousin at the time of the kfueaer
trial at Withee and he told me that 1t was not wise to
publlsq any of them but that if T ever would get another
chance at Mr. Arthur lalone they would be only too glad if
they could be of any service to settle his long account.”
(Schuster to Hull, Dctober 27, 1925, as enclosed in Yevins
Letter.)

28Queen City Sun (Virginia, Minnesota), September 10,
1926, as enclosed in Hevins Letter,

297pid..

BOIbid., A Virginia City resident was moved 40 remark
that "A renegade Irisghman--at least, he claims to be Irishe-
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FPor all of Fat Malone}s vituperation against the
Catholics, the question might well be raised as to why the
agitator escaped many a potential libel and slander suit.
Part of the answer lies in the idea of accusation by
insiamuation. Thus a lecturer such as Malone was able to
make dispafaging comments about a particular priest's
conduct by iundirect implication. $So long as a particular
priest's name was not mentioned, or the lecturer explained
that he was describing a 31t1at10n as it was told him, he

remalned witnln the bounds of the libel laws. The following

has just completed a number of public meetings in this City,
and the burden of ais talks was the vilification and
slandering of everytring Cath olic. His line was the same as
1t has been for centuries by z2is xind, viz, the supposed
immorality of the Catholic priests and sisters, the .
allegance of Catholic to the Pope rather than to their
country in all matters——in temporzal as well as in thiugs
spiritual, the XC oath, etc., etc.," (Letter of S. A.
Melnnis to the Sunday Vlsitor Publisning Cowpanj, September
13, 1926, as enclosed in Nevins Letter.

Earlier allusions to lMalone's having been an ex~priest and
the effects of Malone's diatribes can be seen in the
following comments of a meﬂomon“e, Wisconsin resldeJt. "In-
attenmpting to get some informatioa on ore Pat ialone, ¥lan
orgenigzer, who claims to be an ex-priest; I sent to } Jou for
"The Defamars of the Church." I have received the
elgnteentn reviged edition and I am unable to find anything
that seemns to fit Zix. Last fall he gave a series of
lectures in a tent about eight miles west of lMenomonie,
VWisconsin. At the present time he is doing the same between
Menomonie and Nenomonie Jet. As conditioas are becoming
~almost unliveable for Catholies in thls community. I would
be very glad to get some defizite information on hwﬂ.
(Letter of Joun T, Trayler to Qur Sunday VlSltor, June 23,
1526; as enclosed in Nevins Letter.)




19

is an explanation.

ess.Xlan lecturers are sent out after their
speeches have be:zn over by crafty

lawyers, who carefully twist them around so
as to retain 2ll their filth but evade the
libel laws. The libel laws, in fact, are
rather loose in most states. Newspapers
and lecturers soon become accustored to the
tricks that enshble cne to evade tiem, TFor
instance, 1if a man is accused of gross
“immorality and no ¢ourt action agsinst him
is under wayr, you would be guilty of libel
if you said outright thet he was guilvy;
but if you were a tmicky reporter and
wanted to print the uews, you could go to
him, ask him about the rumor, and print
his angry denial of it. This would give
all the information to the public and

still would save you from libel.3l

Pat lMalone, however, soon fell into a trap of his own
making. In early December of 1925, lMalone journeyed from
Chetek to Oconto Falls for the purpose of holding a week
long Klan revival (DeCeﬁber T~-14, 1925).  On December
thirteenth, Malone accused Father Peter Grosnick (Pasfor of
St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Church, Oconto Falls) of being
the father of eignt or nine illegitimate children waile
holding the Pastorate of the Manawa, Wisconsin Catholic
Church. lalone was brought before the bars of justice in a

preliminary hearing on July 26, 1926, The Oconto County

31Denver Catnolic Register, November 25, 1926, as
enclosed in Hevins Letter, This was published by way
reaction to the conviciion of FPat Malone by the Circuilt
Court at Oconto, Wiscongin on the charge of criminal slander,
Father Schuster noted that it would be difficult to get
Malone arraigned on charges of this nature as M¥alone was
"ess.advised by pretty good attorneys. It would be |
dangerous to publish anything I have on hand as it might in
a round about way lead to court end then they could get
their chances to force me to bring strouger proofs than I
can produce." (Schuster to Hull, October 27, 1925, as
enclosed in Nevins Letter,)
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Court decided that there was reason to believe that the
crime of criminal slander nrad been committed, Thus Falone
was bound over for the Fall tern of the Circuit Court at
Oconto. On Kovember 17, 1925, MNalone was found guilty with
the result that the agitator was sentenced to a year of hard
Labor at the Ocoato County Jail. However, a writ of error
was filed with the Wiscousin Supreme Court in December, The
case was heard i1a February of 1927 with a March decision
ordering the Circuit Court to retry the case,32

The Malone slander trial not on v served to discredit
Malone, but a7°o revealed the ¥lan for vhat it was--an
organization espouolnr a program of hatred a=nd bigotry so
that the gullible could be won to its renks in order thatr

the nation might be rerade in the Klan's image.33 So far as

328tate of VWiscousin v. Pat lalone, Criminal ?ecord C,
Case number 10729, Circuit Court, Oconto County Courd House
Oconto, Wiscoansin, pe. 197; Pat LaToqe v. State of WlSCOLSln,
192 Vis. 379. One source noted that "lialone, after being
convicted and sentenced to »nrison, was granted a wvew trisl
by the state supreme court on a techznicality. He was to be
tried agzin at the June term of court here, but last
Saturday he voluntarily appeared in court at larinette and
entered a plea of =nolo contendre. Fe was found guilty and
fined £100 and all costs of the previous trial. The fine
and costs were paid and Malone was released." (The
Milweukee Catholic Herald, June 12, 1927 (girca), as
enclosed in fHeviis: Letter.)

33 Of speclal interest here is the fact the® virtually
every local western Wiscougin newspaper carried news of the
Malone slander triel. Also of interest 1s the followin
item uader the headline “Public Apology To A Friest Ends
#lan 2pisode in Wisconsin." "A public apology to Rev. Peter
Grosnick, pastor of 3t. Anthony Church, Oconto Falls, made
by Roland Rice, a Klmnsmnan was acceﬁted by the pries t and a

Klan episode was eanded in Oconto Coanty....Rlce, accused of
fepeat1ﬂr statements like those of Kalone, was awaiting
trial, Wt when Father Grosnick accepted his apology, the
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could be ascertained, no Klan news wés published in the
journals of western Wisconsin after December of 1926. The
hooded order's star attraction was no longer affiliated with
that organization, In lay of 1927, Pat Malone was seen
eVangelizinﬁ on his ovm at Boyceville.34 Ironically, in
June of that year, Pat Malone made the nronouncement that he
was the goat for the Xlan and prorised to malke s‘l:curtll]mT

35

revelations about Wiscounsin Klan activities.”” This, then,
completes the saga of Pat Malone. What follows is, in
several ways, the story of Pat lMalone's involvement with

the Xlan in northwestern Wiscoasin as the Xlan itself,

case was dropped. In his apology, Rice admits that the
glanderous statenents he made were false, and declares }is
desire to do all in his power to right the wroug which his
statements caused Pather Grosanick. (Catholic Telegram.
July 14 1927, as enclosed in Nevins Letter.)

34Glear Lake Star, May 4, 1927, p. l. Malone's next
engagement was to be at Ellsworth, but a clieck of the
Ellgworth Record and tue Fierce Couqt ﬁerald for that
period revealed nothing along that l-n '

35The Milwaukee Catholic Herald, June 12 1927 (01rca)
as enclosed 1n Hevins Letter..




Chapter 2
KLANTITOR FRON CLEAR LAKE

One of the earliest scenes of Klan activity in
northwestern Viscoansin was the Clear Laxe area of Polk
County. As gleanéd from the local newspaper, the Clear
Lake Star, Klan organizers first appeared in early February
of 1924, What information there was of Xlan activity ‘
Clear Leke was to be found only in the Star. However, thais
journal was unique in that there was published in five
consecutive issues a column specially reserved by'the'Klan‘
called the "Klan Komment Korner." Contained in these
columns was Klan news, commentary, statement ofvobjectives
and an explanation of why it wasvnecessaryvfor every true
American to be affiliated with the Invisible Empire.
Interestingly enough, the Star's editor, Fred L. Rothgeber
came out in'support of the organization. However, by June
of 1924, the Star ceased to publish news about the Klan as
| it related to the area. The orgaﬂlze”s aad uovea oa. True,
Klan news was publlsned sporadically untll tne Spring of
1927, but this related to Klan happenings in Qtner areas,

On Pebruary 6, 1924, the citizens of Clear Lake were
informed that the Kunights of the Ku Klux Klan were

commencing a membership drive in +the state of Wisconsin.1

1

Clear Lake Ster, Pebruary 6, 1924, p. 1l.
22
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The organizers had alfeady arrived in Clear Lake after
a rather rousing experience at Spooner. "There they were
ordered to leave town within an alloted time but for some
reason they failed to fulfill the order.... "2 However, |
apologies were later extended with the result that an
organiger was still located there.>

There had not as yet been any evidénce of disturbances
in Clear Lake arising out of the organizer's presence-—-—
though the Klansmen had been in the loecale for only a week.
No troublerwas looked‘for, The sentiment was expressed
that "....before any effort is made to run him out of towm,
that the people are willing %o give him a hearing to
determine whether or not they have a right to dé so."4
Vahat information the people of Clear Take received about
the Klan was through the daily press, and ﬁ..,;everyone‘
will agree that an opinion formed upon that information could
be notning but against the organiza‘cion.}.."5 It was
obvious, therefore, that people would coatinue to have
adverse opinions about the Xlan until such time as they
‘could be convinced otherwise.b |

The basic problen in this regard was that individuals

2Clear Lake Star, Pebruary 6, 1924, p. le

3Tpid.
4Tvid.
5Ivid,

6Ibid.
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were placing too great z reliance on rumor. JFor example,
one rumor had it that the Ku Klux Klan already had a large
organization in that sector of Wisconsin. Howevef, there
was no Klan membership inasmuch as membership applications
had yet to be accepted. The comment was also made that
Meooolf we‘are to believe rumors, ye editor is not only a
member, but the head of the organization. At this time we
do not glory in this 'honor! which has been bestowed upon
us by 01d Deme Rumor. OQur hide isg thick and our shoulders
fairly broad, but in spite of this we do get riled up at
sone things."7 The suggestion was proffered that no one
implicate one another unless he had tne facts in hand.
Were the principles of the Klan deemed worthy of personal
participetion, then one should by all means jolu. Otherwise,
it would be better to ignore the organization;s |

That Clear Lake saw a great amount of discﬁssion as to
the merits of the Xlen is evidenced by the following. "For
the Past few weeks the Xu Klux Xlan has been the subject of
cussing and discussing here, but in spite of this, the
movement has already gained a foothold and is meking
progress in this comnunity as well as others in the
country."g Just prior to the publication of this

announcenent, the orgenizers staged a public meeting and

701ear Lake Star, Pebruary 6, 1924, p. l.

®roia.

901ear Lake Star, TFebruary 27, 1924, D. le.



25

secured the services of a national speaker to explain the
Klants principles.lo A large crowd wes in attendance znd
appeared to be well satisfied with what information they
received, BRBesides attending to Klan principles, the speaker
explained the need for such an orgenization and what had
already been accomplished in those states and communities
where.the Klan was already active. It was noted that "the
Klan is rapidly growing in the state of Tisconsin and in
most of the principal cities, end slready civic conditions
are being improved."ll Clear Lake residents were adnonished
to acquaint. themselves with Klan principles from first hand
evidence znd not just by hearsay.l3

On Vednesday, lMarch 5, 1924, Clear ILake was treated to

its first exhivition of the fiery cross.l> The cross,

located by Mud lalke, ¢tertled the'cdmmunitj as the alerm was
sent forth., This emblen was so situated "....that a good
view could be had from Main Street."l4 an attempt was made
to secure_informafioa as to the significance of the fiery
cross, but so far attempts in this direction proved futile.l5

Clear Leke residents were soon treated to a discussion

10 ' . n
Clear lLake Star, February 27, 1924, p. l. Just who
the national speaker was, the Star dia not reveal,

11 -
Ibid.

12
Ibid..
l 3 r ) ' ’
Clear lake Ster, March 6, 1924, p.l.
14Ibid.

15
Ibid.
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of the Klan's objectives. The source of this information
was the keynote addrescs of a recent state meeting of the
Klan, It was being publishéd in Clear Lake not as an
advertisement to join the orzanization, but.as a source of
information whereby individuals could ascertain the real
facts of the matter.l® e article in itself is veluable
as 1t clearly demonstrates the rationsle behind the
organization and no doubt was the subject of discussion at
many a Klan meeting in no*thwestern Wisconsin.

The first roint to be made was that the Zlen was not a
lodge but rather a movement. The difference between the two
vas that a movenent was operative, that it functioned in a
concrete manner. In this context, the Klan zs ",....great
American Frotestant Order....is organized nindful of the
necessity fqr a citizenship that is awakened, alert and
ever on guard. The Klen as a novement is an instrument of
action, impelled By worthy motives and high idealsg“17
Simply, the Klan would opefate on & militent basis. As the
Klan professed to accept and ﬁnderstand all great American
ideals and principles, it labored ".;..toﬁreach somnething
definite by actually uniting individualé for the
accomplishment of truly American objectives, which all

consecrated Klansmen understand."la Because the Xlan was

16Clear Leke Star, March 6, 1924, p. 1.

171bia.
181pia..
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an operative organization, it was to be expected that
Klancraft would be featured in the Press. The ¥lsn received

A

sucn forceful attention becasuse of what it was able vo
accompliéh. Iy the coastant battle of establishing
righteousness, the Klan was ia the position of a man who,
though praised by his friends, coantinued to fall prey to the
‘excoriations of his enemies. As far as the Klan was
concerned, those wno reveled in theories were the "....
frovwsy ne'er do wellg of our daye..." The ¥lan, considering
1tself a benefactor of society, was not satisfied with
theéries, but insisted on "....weaving established truths
and fundamental principles into the body fabric of our
social, political and commercial life,"1®

In meking the body politic once agesin consclous of
these fundamental trutas, the Klan established for.itself
four clearly defined objectives. The Kluxers were to
achieve the fruition of their program throﬁgh legislation of
the appropriate kind would correct many of the evil
conditions which confromted America and thereby safeguard
American ci#ilization in the process. Education, as a
powerful instrumenf of good, was to be applied to old and
young alike. Through education, the plastic mind of the

child would be molded with the proper conceptions of right

lgcleaf Lake Star, March 6, 1924, p. l.
201bid., pe 4. |
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and duty so that he might turn out as the right kind of
citizen.,?l Adults were to be re-eduéated in order thet
those concepts which were alien to true Americanism might be
corrected. Individuals with a destructive bent were to be
converted with a view toward coustructive involement in the
national life. To accompliSh'these goals, there was need
for the element of unity. Organization was necessary to
present thé Klan as a united front. 4 well organized
minority wielded far more power then a disorganized majority..
Thus organization was necessary to combat those sinister
forces lurking within the social fabric of the nation.

Any real Zmerican worth hls salt knew that a strong movement
was needed to do batile with the obvious menace.22 In
crusading for the uplifting'of the nation, the Klan defied
anyone to prove that it was not using legitimate techniques..

The Klan's objectives were then enumerated. The public
schools were to be upheld as the bulwark of American
civilization., ZIaw and order were totbe reeétablished upon
the foundation stone of old fashioned American tradition.-
The Klan stood upon the eternal separation of church and
state. In regard to the Zlan's belief in white supremacy,.
it was stated that God made thevblack man black and the

white man white. Fach was to remain within its racial

)

-2101ear Lake Star, March 6, 1924, p. l.

Zzlbigm The "obvious menance" was not decribed.
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bounds.2? The Constitution was to be xept vital'and 
recognized for wvhat 1t was. llob violence was to be
eliminated. A closer relation between capital and labor
was desired. Immigration was to be restricted so ag to
prevenf the United States frou bvecoming the dumping ground
of the worid.24 The moral double standard was to be
eradicated. Though there was to be freedom;of the press,
it was to fe so adjusted as to acquaint the citizenry with
the dangers confrontihg the nation and a proper
appreciation of what truth really was.2? There ﬁas also
to be freedom of speech without intimidation,26

The state organizer emphasized that the Klan's goals
were in‘liné with the nation's interests. All real
Americans not only believed‘in the Klan's principles but
also velieved these ideals to be essential to the country's
welfare. But not all citizens fully realized how weak the
individual defense of imerica was. There was too much
indifference.‘ Things were not as they ought to be. The
Klan simply sought a reyival‘of the nation and the
destruction of the hairy monster of foreignesém27 It was

never proven that the Klan did not measure up to American

23Clear Leke Star, March 6, 1924, p. 4.

247144,

25Ibid.:

261134,
2T1p14..
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ideals. This organization was determined to perpetuate
what was good and therefore needed men of like mind,: ..
purpose and vision.28

. The state organizer insisted that the Klan was not
"eeo.built on the seething sands of hatred."2® Rather, it
was built on the 'Rock of Ages:' love—~~love of what wag
good."30 The Klan as an organizalion was not anti-Jew, anti-
Catholic or anti-Negro. It WaS'pr6~American, pro~Protestant
and upheld all things comstructive. That the Klen
restricted its membership to Protestant white Gentiles did

not, ipso facto, prove that it was an orgaenization of

hatred, Nor was the Klan plotting %0 array one class,

creed or race against another., 3ut it was to be remembered
that America was the handiwork of Protestantism. The Klan
did not seck to crush the Negro,‘but wés determined to
insure that this race had equal opportunities; Yet the
organization wés against the amalgamatioh of the white with
the black because of the threat of mongrelization. No
objection was raised against a church as a church. HKowever,
opprosition was expressed in regaﬁd to thosé churche s
involwing themselves in political affairs.32 It |

wag. denied that the Klan was an instrument of

28

Clear lLake Star, March 6, 1924, Dp.. 4.

297vid.

POriras

31pia,
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terror. As for the mask, it was part of the Klant's ritual
.as used in a ¥levern. The significence benind the mask was
that the candidate entered the order with his eyes closed,
so to spealk, dnly to be openedvby be1ﬂ5 educated with thae
appropriate: knowledge. The mask was unveiled at the
naturalizafion ceremony signifying that, having seen the
light, the initiate could now partake of tde nysteries of
Klancraft. >

Furthermore, there was nothing secreti-about the Ku
Klux Klan except ifs menbership. The members of the hooded
order remained incognito beczuse every Xluxer was in reality
a secret service agent working for the reestablishment of
law and order. A Klansman took an oath te that effect.
Vhat information proved to be salient would ve turned over
to the prdper authorities. What was needed were men who
dared to be right. This was so beeause, human nature
being the peculiar element i1t was, there were those
individuals wiio, for fear of adverse reactions, refused to
be self sacrificing. hus the only thing that mattered wes
whether the individual wished to participate in the great
remaking of America, o4

It was seid in mid-Marca thaf Fred Rothgeber claimed to Dbe
censored for his stand on the Xu Xlux Klan.J? This canme

about because of the Xlan articles that were recently

v

33¢1lear Take Star, March 6, 1924, p. 4.

341pid.

35Ibid. Clear Lake Star, lerch 6, 1924, p. 1.
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published. Rotugeber explained that the articles were
published with a view toward giving Cleer Lake citizens
facts and information about the Xlan as an organization.
Publication did not necessarily signify aggrecment with Klan
objectives.36 It was then conjectured that, though the
public comﬁlained of a "kept press," the same public. in
reality, did not desire the truth after all, Therefore,
the editor would publicly sgir his personal views bn the Klan
for the first time., Hot only was the organigzation heartily
endorsed, but the editor urged fhat "every red blooded
American citizen should not hesitate to malke application;"37
If Rothgeber erred in his judgement, then eight million
other fmericans did the same.>’S

Commencing with the llarch ninetesnth issue of the

Clear ILake Star, there appeared a column speclally reserved

£ X K 1e Th um unde ne heading "Klar
by Zu XKlux Klan The column, under tne heading "Klan
Komment Koruner," was the mouthplece for the orgsnigation's
propagenda. Interestinsly enough, there appeared the

5

following below the column heading: "non silba sed anthar®

—-"n0t for self but for others.?3Y
Though the prime purpose of the Ku Klux Klan was to
save America for Americans, the hooded order was not a

politicael organization per se. 4 third party was not

3601ear Lake 3tar, March 12, 1924, p. 1.
Troid.
38B1bid..

39Ibid " The Klan Komment Korner," The Glear Lalke Star,
March 19, 1924, p. 4.
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necessary. True, Klansmen were active politically, but
that was because the organigation stood for the clean sweep
in politics. 4s such, the Klan was interested in the man,
not the party,40

| The Klan was certain that, if the right men were in
a positionqu authority, there would be justice for éll.
Though it denied the charge of belng engaged in nigat
riding expeditions due to their illegalify, the Klan
maintained that, since it believed so strongly in law
enforcament, it could not folerate lawlessness iﬁ any forme.
Only when the bootleggers were apprehended and tﬁe moonshiners
‘ surrendéred.their stills, would the world no loﬁger
need the Klan., Until that millenium arrived, the Ku
Klux Klan would continue to effectively do its worx despite
howls of intolerance,?l
| A primary tenet of the Klansman's creed was the belief
in God and the teachings of Christianity. Godless
individuels were doomed to failure., Those churches no%
resting upon a strong moral foundation were a mockery o
God and uaworthy of a people's participation; The
geparation .of church and state was-méndatory. The Klan
held wo allegiance to a foreign government--Especially the
Pope,5o A Xlansman's first allegiance was to God albné and

then the Stars asd Stripes. The free public school was. tae

40 nghe Klan Yomment Xorner," The Clear Lake Star,
farch 19, 1924, p. 4.

41

Ibid,
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cornerstone of good govermnment. Anyone who dessired to
destroy these schools was not only uaworthy of his fmerican
citienship, but, in addition, was an ehemy of the United
States.42 The Klan stood for the proiection of a pure
womannood. Rights of native borm Americans.were far
superior to those of aliens who had vet to be naturalized.43

Reiterating, it was the Klansman's duty to further the
Caristian religion. Iﬁdeed, God himself had guided the
Knights to this end. Still, the XKlan was not intended
to be a church, DPolitically, the Klan intended to make all
citizens lay down thelr political prejudices upon tae altar
of Ameriéénism in the name of God, country and home,
Citizens would be urged to cast their ballots for decent
men--men who would administer their office for the people.44

Beneath thé "Flan Komment Korner" of that week appeared
a Kluxer item in the nature of an inquiry. The question was
asked whether individuals wanted to maXke application to join
Kluxer's. Vere they found worthy, the door was opened To
those deciding to stand with the Xlan. The'suggestion was
made that one enquire of his neighbor as one who might be
capable of showing the way.45 A later edition of the "Xlan

Komment Xorner" urgednore Folk County men and women to

42"The Klan Komment Korner," The CléarvLake.Star,
March 19, 1924. p. 4. : :

3Ibid.
441pia.
451vid,.
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interest theunselves in the order. The Klan needed people
with resdy naands and true faitn to Join in the task of
meking Americans fit for America and maintalning America
for Americans.46

There were seven symbols of Xluxism. Each had an
important fole in the sublime ceremonies of 'Klancraft, All
syubois, each an object lesson in itself, were illustrative
of the Klan's body oflprinciples,...The-geven .synbdls wvere
the Bible, Cross, Flag, Sword, Water, Robe and Maske.
‘Several symbols. are described velow.F7

The significance of the Bible was that God existed.
With rightveousness as its aim, the Bible became the
proverbial "lemp unto one's feet" and, as such, tae only
guide to right living. TFor the Klan, the Bible's principal
guiding light or rationale for its existence came from
Romens 12.48

The cross symbolized the "....sad sweet story of the
rugged Cross of Calvary."49 4s a sign of the Christian
religion, it stood in every Klavern, The precepts it

symbolized were the Klan's criterion of character. The

46ﬁ§he Klan Komment Xorner," The Clear Lake Star,
March 26, 1924, p. 4.

4Twrne Xlan Komment Korner," The Clear Lake Star,
April 2, 1924, p. 4.

4Brpid.

491pia.,
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Cross was to used as a rallying device to combat the
anti-Christ and protect the principles of pure Americanism,..
The element of fire was added to signify that Christ was the
light of the world. Too, it symbolized the dispelling of
ignorance, the destruction of the cross and the purification
and cleansiﬁg of virtues by burning out the vice with the ,
fire of His word. Concluding in this veln, the point was
made that "In this sign we conquer. "0

- There were three aspects inhérent in the symbolism of
the United States flag. The white in the Flagstood for.the
purity of American womanhobd and the sanctity of American
homes. Red symbolized the blood of-heroes. The blue
field signified the unclouded skies of the United States.
The stars were symbolic of_an aggregate of undéfeated states
bound together in ianseparable urnion., NO one could stend
before the Stars and Stripes without a feeling of sublime
patriotism;5l

Tﬁe unsheathed sword was symbolic of law enforcement.
It Signified that the.Klan was behind every law enforcement
officer in the land and was ever ready to aid in the
execution of {he law. The Klan stood for inpartial 1éw
enforcement.l'ﬁegardless of raée, the protection of ail

citizens' rights was to be insured.’?2
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"The Klan Komment Kornef," The Clear Lake 3tar,

" April 2, 1924, p. 4e
22lypid.
521p1d.




31

One of the Klansman's principal obligations was to make
America safe for Americams. TPatriotism, therefore, was
the prime and sacred duty of every Klansman before God and
country. The first axiom of'this duty was the necessity for
cleaning up politics. The day of the political party was
over. In the future, the criterion for election to public
office would be the measure of one's Americanism. The |
second axiom in this regard was the necessity for education
in American civilization in the public schools; The Xlan
wag to lead the public on the.path.to the dissolution  »of
the dregs of alienism in the melting pot.53

The sanctity of the home was another specisl preserve
of the Klan, "As the public school is the citadel of
American liberty, so is the American hoﬁe'the‘keystohe of
the 4merican government."54 A broken home simply meant the
abandonnent of all pretext of government—-thé way would be
left open for the forces of evil to attack and strike at
the life of the nation. It was with these ideas in mind
that the Klan strove to"....protect and preserve American
ingtitutions as God gives us 1o see the right."55

The Klan was opposed to bolshevism, anarcny and

53nThne Klen Komment Korner," The Clear Lake Star,
April 16, 1924, p. 4. (Note: The April ninth issuer was
missing from this microfilm series.) -
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comrunism—--all which hgd as its object the overthrow of
the government of the United States. Anyone who dared to
oppose the govermment had"%ights whatsoever. Taose who
did show opposition should either be deported or placed
benind bars.56

In reiation to those‘groups outside the pale of
Frotestant Christianity, the Klan explained that it was not
against Catholics= or Jews, but that they were for
Protestantisa first last and always. A Roman Catholic
could not be a Xlansman because he §wed his allegiance to
& foreign government. Thus, anyone who owed his allegiance
to the Pope could rnot be one hundred percent American.
Jews were excluded from Xlan membership because they did
not accept the Caristian tfadition. Besides; the Jew was
an unassinéfable alien whose ethics, buginess or otherwise,
did notv correspond to Christian :i.dteals.5'7 |

The Klan had no fight to make with the American Negro.
However, it was an inferior race., Klansmen were sworﬁ to
protect him and his rights and property. The Negro was
to be assisted by Klansmen in the elevation of his moral
and spiritual being. In addition, the integrity and purity

of the Negro race was 10 bhe preserved.58

56"The Klan Komment Korner," The Clear Lake Star,
April 23, 1924, p. 4. |
571bid.
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America was at a croscroads. Every "....lawbreaker...
| moonshiner, libertine, prostiiufe and black legged
ganbler...." was waging a relentless war asgainst the Xlan's
program of remeking America. All believed the Klan must be
put out of business so they might survive., In addition,
it was charged that "....Romen Catholics, Jews, egro
preachers, certvain politicians and honest but misguided
Gentiles are trying to suppress the Ku Xlux Klan."59 But
the Klan would triumph. HNo citizen could éfford to remain
neutral——particuiarly any self respecting American
Protestant wortiy of the nome. It was "....eitner join the
Klan and throw your influence on the side of decency,
Christisnity and law eaforcement or join the lawbreakers,
negro preachers, Roman (atholics,...Jews..e. and
reprohates...." whose first allegience was not to the United
Sta'bes.69 The Klan Was.not interested in creating racial
discord, In affiliating with the Klan, ‘one would be joining
in the great task of upholding law and order, uplifting
mankind, perpetuating brotherly love, assisting the
downtrodden and preserving American ideals. This
particular article concluded with "God give us men, sun
crowned and stronz with their heads above the fog.".
Simply, men were needed whose hearts beat true to the

rhythm of personal decencj and whose souls were filled with

59"The Klan Komment Xormer," The Clear Lake Star,
April 23’ 1924—, Pe 4.
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the light,.love and life of Jesus Christ.

were

Klan

40
61

Several wecks later, the residents of Clear Lake

treated to a full text publication of the "Ku ¥Klux
Oath of Allegiance,."62 The "Oath " read as follows:

I most solemnly pledge, promise and swear that

I will never slender, defraud, deceive or in

any wanner wrong the Knights of the Ku Klux . :
Klan, a Klansman or a Xlansman's family nor

will I suffer the same %o be done if I can

prévent it. , :

I swear thet I will be faithful in’ de?endiqg
and protecting the home, reputation and
business interests of a Klansman end that of
a Klansman's family,

I swear that I will at any time without
hesitating go to the sssistance or rescue

of a Klensman in any way, that his call T will
answer, that I will be truly Klannish towaxrd
Klansmen in all trnings honorable.

I swear that I will never allow any anlnoglty,

or i1l will to arise between myself and a
Klansman, but will be counstant in oy efforts
to promote rezl Klannishness emong the menbers
of this order. ' o

I swear that I will secure to myself the
secret of a Klansman vhen the same is
comnitted to me in the sacred bond of
Klanship, the crime of violating this solemn
oatn, treason against the United States of
America, rape and malicious murder alone
excepted.

I most solemnly assert and affirm that to the
government of the | United States of America aﬂd
any state thereof which I may become a
resident, I sacredly swear an unqualified
allegiance ahove any other and every kin

61"The‘Klan Xomment Korner," 'The Clear Lake Star,

April 23, 1924, p. 4.

62Clear Lake Star, May T, 1924, pe 4.
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government in the whole world. I here and now
pledge my life, my proverty, my vote and my
gacred honor to uphold its flag, its
constitution and constitutional laws and will
protect, defend and enforce tine same unto
death..

I most solemnly promise and swear that I will
always at all times and in all places help,
aid and agsist the duly constituted officers
of the law in the proper performance of their
legal duties.

I swear that I will most zealously and
valiantly shield and preserve by all
Justifiable means and methods the sacred
constitutional rights and privileges of free
public schools, free speech, free press,
geparation of churcn and state, liberty,.
white supremacy, just laws and the pursuit of
happiness against any encroacnment of any
nature by any person, persons, political
party or parties, religious sect, native,
naturalized or foreign of any race, color,
creed, religion or tongue whatsoever,

A1l to which I have sworn by this oath I will
seal with my blood._ _Be Thou my witness,
Almigh+ty God, Amen . ©
Several questions were then aired befbre Clear Lake
citizens. The first was whether any native born American
couldAAbject to any part of the "Oath." If an
ividual truly believed in the laws and government of the
United States then he would not hesitate to meake application;
As such, the Ku ¥lux Klan was the orgénization for him. The
Klan had to have the cooperation of all true Americans so
that it could perform its duties to advantage. Surely the
- local citigenry nad sufficient information with which to
make a decigsion. Certainly there were those Clear Lake

6301ear Take Stér, Mey T, 1924, p. 4.
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citizens who should join--real men who would take a stand
for God and country.64

The foregoing—was the last time Xlan propaganda

appeared in the Clear Leke Star. It was a neat attempt at

presenting a phnilosophy of righteousness so that the
residents.ovalear Lake might be convinced that they too
coﬁld have a part in the grand design of remaking America.
But tﬁe Klan's philosophy, wolf-like in its apotheosls of
intolerance, was clothed in tne sheepskinvof Americanism,
To the undiscerning eye, Xlan membership meant the
opportunity to do something great for America. |

The Klan was never heard from again as a factor in
Clear Lake community life after May; 1924. Editor Rothgeber
left the Star after iay end did not return uatil late
Autumn of 1924; However, on several occasiims between 1924
and the end of 1926, there did appear several sanatches of
newvs relafing to Klan activities in several northwestern
Wisconsin communities°65 These néws itemsg revealed all too
well the social upheaval as perpetrated by the Kluxers. The
foregoling chapter revéals bigotry cloaked in a2 supposedly
benign philosophy of imericanism., Wahat follows reveals
that where the Ku Xlux Xlan was active, bigotry and

hatred ruled the day.

64 . :
Clear Lake Star, May 7, 1924. p. 4.

8501 particular interest here are the Hovenber 18,
and 25, 1925 issues of the Clear Lake Star,.




Chapter 3
PATHER MIHVWVEGEN FIGHTS THE KLAN

The Cornell ¥ Vlan problen, as elsewhere in northwestern
Wisconsin, was one of no mean dimension. The majority of
this commuﬁity's population was composed of Protestant
comrunicants. Frior to the Xlen's appearence in Cornell,
there existed within the Protestant community a strong
element of anti-Catholic feeling. The Klan only served
to embolden this faction. Fowever, there was no end to the
Klan's frustration when the resident Catholic priest (an
Oblate missionary), standing his ground, refused to he
intimidated. What follows is an account of that priest's
fight against the Xu Xlux Klan of Coraell, VWisconsin.

Peter llinewegen was bormn in Germeny, circa 18E2.
Showing a predilectioa for matters both spiritusl and
intellectual, tihe would-be priest went to the seminary
seeking fulfillment of his vocation. Desiring to be a
missiongry priest, Feter joined the Oblates of Mary
Imnaculate, a religious missionary ordér.of the Roma
Catuolic Chufch. After the required years of theological
and philosopnical study at the Oblate scholasticate, Peter

Minwegen was ordained a priest in 19Oc.l It was not long

lPeter Kinewegen, O I., "The Pirst Assignment Under
the Vow of Obedience," Memoirs of Fathef FPeter hlnwegen,
OsteX., Unpublished (hereafter cited as lemoirs) Pa 7
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before Father Minwegen received his first assigament.

It was on July 18, 1908, that Gather Minewegen wes

agssigned to his first post. He was to proceed gquem primum

- to the Vicarlate of Alberta-Sasketchewan which was located
at Edmonton, Alberta. Tater transferred to Fish Creek,
Sasgkatchewan, the missionary spent approximately seven years
engaged in fruitfuvl work with the Metié Indiens.? The yeer
1915 (circa) saw Father Minwegenfenter the United States
where he was received by Bishop Schwebach into the Diocese
of LaCrosse, Viscomsin., In time, Father Minwegen was duly
assigned to Cornell—-which at the time was considered prime
mission territory.> | | ﬁ - N
According to the missionary'!s account, Cornell was a
rather irreligious place, The towa had a Presbyterien,
Methodist and a ILutheran church.» Because Cornell owed its
existence to the Cornell Tood Products Company, the
contributions of Protestant parishoners were anything but
substantial.4 The Presbyterian minister mahaged to remain
in Cornell because he received direct support from the
Company president. Other ministers usually lasted no more

than six months at a time. .Even so the Protestant

2Minwegen, "The First Assigmment Under the Vow of
Obedience, " lemoirs, p, 10.. '

3Minwegen,> "o Cornell, " Kemolrs, pe. 36.

4Ibid., PDe 39—40. Cornell was basically a lumbering
town. with the Cornell Wood TFroducts Company serving as the
city's only industrye.
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community found time to vent.its‘anti-Catholic spleeile

Though the Klan was not active in Cornell until 1924,
Pather Ninwegen had to confront anti-Catiolic feeling as
early as 1916. That the priest was a native born German and
would not receive his naturaligation papefs for some time
did not ameliorate the situation. Many Protestants became
alarmed over the slowly growing Catholic congregation.
Deciding that something had to be done to end the Catnolic
invasion, the Protestant attack was comcentrated on the
meeting place for Sunday ilass.®> A Mr. Noyes, who owned the
Lyric Theater, pernitted the congrezation to have Mass said
at his establishment. .It was rnot long before Noyes was
intinidated. The Frotestants démanded that the Sunday
services be stopped. ﬁThough we carefully cleaned the hall
after llass, thgre was too much of Romish incense. It
smelled too much of Catholics.‘ The people would boycott
the show if he permitted the Catholics to have services in
his theateer...."6

The cougregation tien moved to the second floor of a
drugstore owned by & Mr. Odlaug. After a time, membership
had increased to the boint that the hall was soon filled To
capacity. It was at this time that the Cornell City Council

stepped in and prohibited further services on the. grounds

5

»

Minwegen, "To Cornell," lemoirs, Pe. 39.
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that "e..edlt was too risky to have such azn enormous crowd on
the second floor without strong steel plllars to prop it
up."? Portunately for the fledgling parish, another hall
was soon found for services until such time as the
congregation's chapel was completed.

Mnother instence of pre-Klan prejudice was described by
Father Minwegen as follows. One of the priest's more
faithful parishoners was approached by a leadlnv noN-—
Catholic with the question: "'Ign't it true uaat you
Catholics have to pay an immense sum when you go to
confession?!'"® The Pastor recorded that

old JimmKélly, who had an Irish sense of humor,

promptly replied: 'Sure, man, it is true.

Tast Saturday I went to confession:end I had to

give a nortgage on me farm, and next Saturday

when I go agein he may be wanting a SeCOﬂd

morigege on all tﬂat I have and om.

A week later, Lelly explained to the priest that the
"eooot'story about ne paying with a moritgage went throughthe
entire county. I never in my life dreamed thet a man could
be fool énough t0 believe such a thing.'"lo Jin Kelly then
apologized. But for the time being, the missionary confin;d

his money raising activities to the giving of missions since

the least mention of money only served to activate the

T ' ,
Minwegen, "To Cornell," Kemoirs, pe. 39.

81vid., p. 41.

91vid..
10101d.
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gossiyp mills.,l1

Despite 21l nis precautious, Father liluvegen continued

to be a thorn in flesh of the Protestant communitymlz

The period during the First World War was a particularly
rough time, Father noted that a number of Protestents were
determined to rid the community of him., The missionary
'recorded‘that

Ky worst crime was that I dared to orgaunize a
Catholic parish in an entirely Frotestant
community. At the time of my arrival, I had
been finger-printed like the rest of the
FPathers and wes obliged to report once a
mnontn to the Postmaster for identification, At
that time they wanted to avoid an open
religious persecution, but they might get nme
on some other issue., I was still a foreigner,
Thus my weakness was that I still was
technically_an alien enemy. I might be a
German svye.

St11l, the intrepid priest contiaued to hold his ground.
In 1924, the Xlan entéred Cornell., -

Cornell was indeed fertile ground for Klan activities.
It was Father Minwegen's observation that the Klan chose
-areas off tne main highways and away froam large urban
centers in whiéh to instigate thelr terrorizing activitiesml4

Small and isolated villages such as Cornell were considered

llMinwegen, "To Cornell," Hemoirs, p. 41.
leinwegen, "Narrow Escape No. L, " Memoirs, . 62.
1 ' _ ,

5I bid..

e o emitaras

14Minwegen, "The Ko Ko X.," Memoirs, Pe 65/°
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to be ideal.. Though Cornell lacked Negroes and had only one
Jewlsh femily, there was a co-tinuously growing Catholic
coﬁgregation wnich had to be stamped out. The Catholics,
after all, did not fit into the American picture.id

Klan organizers such as Neff and a Methodist preacher
named White soon came to Cornell., The organizers found 1t
an easy ﬁatter to atiract those FProtestants who were glready
in agreement that the Romish presence was indeed a menace to
America. Weff and White managed to get acquainted with
Protestahts prejudiced against the Catholic Church., These
particular individuals held key positions in the community.
They were then indoctrinated with "....fhe néble~objectives
of this patriotic society wnich was‘trying to save the
country from an imminent invasién of the Roman hordes led
by the Fope to destroy the liberties of this country."l6

Father Miawegen observed that it wes on y a matter of
months before the Klan was well enougn organized to hold
their first secret conclaves. During these conclaves, the
.Klan met with Cornell's leaders. Discussion centered about
the mamner in which Xlan objectives were to be implemented..

Soon they had the foremen of the :ill, the

editor of the Chippewa Courier published by

the €. W.FPe Co.; and fhe superintendent on

their side. Most of the town officials

were Mill people, The teachers at the
grade and the local high school followed

15MinWegen, "The KeKeKes, "Memoirs, p. 65

167pi4..
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suit and became rabid members, Like termites

they worked in the daric et first. Vhen they

had won over all the persons of influence in

key positions, and vhe latter assured the

leaders that by this time the great majority

of the population had become prospective

members, they came out into the open.l?

Soon enough, the Klan anaounced a public meeting oan the
main street. However, rumors were spread that the Catholics,
armed to the teeth, would come with the intention of
disrupting the meeting. The Klan's objective was to provoke
the Catholics into making the first move. Though the
Kluxers were well prepared and sppeared at the appointed
time, the plan figzzled as no Catholics showed up.18 In
another attempt to provoke violence on the part of the
Catholics, the Klen distridvuted an alleged Xnights of
Columbus oath "....telling the people that as soon as the Pope
in Rome would give the signal every Roman Catholi¢ was in
coascience bhound. to strangle, stab, and kill gll their
Protestant neighbors, men, women, and children without
exception."l9

Using the alleged Knights of Columbus oath as an
illustration, the missionary proceeded to demonstrate the

gullibility and ignorance of the Churcal's enemies. .Hearing

that a fallen away Catiolic had joined the Klan, Father

17Minwegen, "The K. X. K., "Menolrs, p. 66.
181pia.
HI1bid.
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Minwegen went to ascertain the facts of the matter. The
individual's wife, lMrs. B., answered the door and gave the
priest an affirmative answer. She}also challenged the
priest to answer for the blood curdling 0ath.2°  In +the
meantime, the woman's ten year old daughter appeared and
then suddenly screamed "'Don't talk to that man, He is
goinz to kill you.'"2l Instantly, three women rushed out

from another room in what was described as a moment of

dramatic appeal to thelr ignorance and stupidity.22

Dramatic in its own way was Pather Minwegen's renlye.
& &

Ladies, do you realize what you did to this
innocent child? You told her about this
horrid ¥X. of C. oath, a fraudulent document
wnich is a dirty lie. You are stupid
enough to believe sucn fraud? . Look at the
title above this infamous so-called oath,.
Do you see the word M"alleged" over it? Ve
who have attended the paroci:ial school know
what it means. You either do not know it,
or maliciously ignore. The word "alleged"
means it is a feke, The K. Kluxers hoped
you could be fooled realily and not
understand its meaning. Leave out the
"alleged", and you will be arrested for -
libel and slander at once. Thank you for
‘giving me this opportunity to explain
matters to you. The Ku Klux Klan S
evidently thought you were dumb enough not
to understand the word and could be fooled
easily. ZPlease don't be fooled again, May
the Lord bless you. Good bye.'!'23

2OMinwegen, "The Ko Xo Ke," Memoirs, p. 67.

211bid-

2211id., pp. 67-58.

-

231bid., p. 68
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Througn a cross burning incident, Father llinwegen
discovered that a Catholic by the name of Christopherson
had joined <%he Kluxers. Christopherson, a Cornell garzge
owner, had used some "....fine tubing which connects
the gas tank and the carburetor in a Ford runabout...." to
tie the cofton around the cross.ot It was this copper
tubing which betrayed the man. PFather linwegen had informed
hinm of this. The garage owmer now feared a Cathollc boycott.
This was indeed an ironic situation inasmucn as
Christopherson was forced to join the Xlan out of business
considerations.2 Thus did the missionary chroaicle another
instance of Klan intimidation,

There were other instances of Klan herrassmeant waich
had to be contended with by the Cafholics of Cornell
Postcards were circulated by the Xlan which cerried a
", e.eDlicture of the Three Things That do ¥Wot larry: a dog,

a hog and a bull w1th.a ring in his nose and a priest's
biretta on his nead and 1iterature marking the FPope in Rome
as the Anti-Christ."26 1In addltwon, there were c1rculated

sppecnes by Tat lMalone-—-an alleged exﬁpr;est.27 Father

*24Minwegen, "Free Masous," Hemolrs, p. 60.
251bid..

_ 2 iinwegen, "The K. Ko ¥X.," Memoirs, p. 68.

27Ibid. Pather Minwegen's discuscion of Fat Malone as
an alleged ex-priest will be found in the 1ntroauotory
chaoter. 0f particular interest in this regerd is the
revclation that, prior Vo affiliating with the Klan, lalone
was espousing aatl-Anerlcaq as well as anti-Catholic
sentlments.
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Minwegen counselled nis parishoners to practice tne virtues
of fortitude and patience and to avoid violence. The
Catholics of Cornell were content to quietly distribute
pamphlets which refuted the ravings of Pat Malone.28

Passive resistance on the part of the Catrolics only
served to increase Klan provocations. There followed
several incidents which prompted Father Minwegen to embark
on a course of action against the Klan. The first of these
involved Sever Solie who was an employee of the Cornell
Wood Froducts Company. A distraught parishoner by now,
Solie reported to his Pastor the incessant insults received
from many of his fellow nill employees. It was bad enough
to have to endure them during the lunch hour, but to have to
git out the taunts durizng the workiag hours was simply too
much to bear for"....any man with red blood in his
vein's."2? Describing for the priest several of the barbs
which had to be éndured, Solie explained that the mill
employees

eees'tell us ve are dupes and slaves of the

"dago~pope", call the Blessed Virgin by a

blasphemous name I don't care to repeats

They call the Pope a son of a b, and the

anti-Christ, etc. Today I felt like

seizing the sledgehammer and knocking out

the brains of the fellow wno insulted me

and my religion with his vile talk, But I

‘remembered your warning, ™o violence," and
I had to take 1it, but I do not know how

28Minwegen, "The K. K. Ko, "Hemoirs, p. 68. None of
these pamphlets are available..

291114,




long I srall be able to take it. Sometaing
ought to be done to stop their dirty'mugs,"30

Another incident pointed to the direction of the
Cornell public schools. Many of the instructors had become
Klan mermbers. One day a

oo odaughter of the Parent family, freshman

in the high school, came home crying...and

told her parents she was not going back to

that high school anymore. In the presence

of the class, the principal had explained

why nuns have such wide garments. "If they.

have Dbeen abused by the priests they can

easily conceal thelr disgrace and shame.”

A1l eyes of the class were fixed on her, the

only student who was Catholic, and laughed..

Her little sister, first grade pupil, was

taken into a woodshed, stripped of her

clotheg 2nd when crying, was told that is

what a priest had %f do with every girl

once a month, etc.

Indeed, soumething had to be done.

The president of the Cornell Wood Products Coxpany was
a Mr. Osborne whose offices were located in Chicago..
Inasmuch as many of the Klan agitators were employees and
officials of this company, Father Ninwegen went to Chicago
~and approached Osborne on the matter. After a frigid
reception by Osborne's secretary, the company president
found time for an interview, PFather liinwegen then explained
that Osborne'!s employees were the ringleaders of the Klan in
Cornell., The priest mentioned that, on the upcoming Fourth

of July, the Klan was supposed to initiate five thousand new

3OMinwegen,{“The Ko Ka Key" Memoirs, De 70..

3l1pia.




members,32 Osborne volunteered to go up to Cornell and
~lavestigate the situation, but the missionary sugsested that
this would put the Xlen on its guard. Instead, Osborne
agreed to send two detectives to Cornell. The detectives
would makxe thelr investigation and give Osborne a detailed
report on the matter.33 Satisfied, the priest returned to
Cornell.

The Fourth of July soon arrived. Rather than several
thousand, tﬁere were only a few hundred new initiates
received into the Klan, After staging a parade in Cornell,
" eeothey went to a clearing deep in the wooded country-side
across the river."?4 (ars belonging to the RKluxers were
left parked on the highway. As it was not until midnight
when’fhe KElansmen returned to their venicles, Pather
Minwegen made good use of this time by recording the licé;se
numnbers, The next day, the priest got the names which
corregponded to the license numbers from an official at the
Chippewa County Court House at Chippewa Falls.o?

~Father liinwegen then relates that all
eeeethie businessmen of Cornell aﬁong ny so-—
called best friends had joined the hooded

brotherhood. Of course waen I went to see
them, they all denied membership as they

32Minwegen, "The Ko Ke Ke," Memoirs, p. 71l. Cilrca 1924,
3 1pia.
341bia.
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are obliged to do when interrogated., The
banker whose number and name I had
received, when asked, denied emphnatically
that he had been there. I expressed my
gratification to hear it and added: "You
know, we Catholics are not obliged in
conscience to deal with anjoodv wno is an
open enemy of our religion.

When I went across the street to ask
the barber whether he had been at the
initiation, he likewise denied any
membership. While I was talzing to the
guilty and lying barber, Mr. Violet, the
banker, made a beeline to another store
to tell the owner that Catholics have
decided to boycott anybody who is a
member of the K. K. Klan.é

Results were soon forthcoming. It was only a matter of

two deys before the editor of the Chippewa Valley Courier

was fired, The editor had printed a great amount of Klan
propaganda.37 Al so laid off were the foremen, night
superintenlent, and those employees of the mill who were
Klansmen. C The business community felt that it was
boycotted. |

The results, however, nearly prdved to be disastrous
for the missionary. ﬁobody‘in Cornell who was a part of the
Klan had any idea of what was behind the mill firiags. This
state of bewilderment remained so until one.of the Catholic

parishoners indiscreetly mentioned to a non-Catholic friend

36Minwegen, "The Ko Ko Ko," Memoirs, p. T2

37Ib1d Copies of the Chlppewa Valley Courier are not
available on microfilm., See the introductory chapter for a
discussion on the avails bllltj oP source materials..

38Ib1d.
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his Pastor's part in the matter,>9 Incensed, several
Protestants embarked upon & scheme to rid Cornell of its
Catholic priest. One of the instigators let it be nown
that a Protestant frieand of Cardinal Mundelein's had
informed His Eminence that a certain priest in Cornell was
causing comnunity dissension.40 Father Minwegen was soon
called to Chicago to explain matters. Had it not been for
the intervention of the Bishop of LaCrosse, matters might
have taken a more serious turn.tl Cardinal Mundelein had
informed Father Minwegen's Oblate superiors. However, one
of the superiors explained to the mlsqnonary that Blshop
McGavick of LaCrosse

eese'’lsent us the report about the situation in
Cornell, the doings of the K.Ke«Ke, and the
nobvle dufense you put up against them, He
advised us to keep hands off in your case as
Father liinwegen 1s an Oblate who has done
excellent work in my diocese an? in Cornell

in particular. He deserves unstinted credit
for the fine work he did in the Cornell
communityn42

39Minwegan, "Narrow Escapé No.‘ll," Memoirs, pe 78

40Ibid., PP. 76 and 80, PFather linwegen noted. that
this was the only pretext they could use as he received kis
citizenship papers by then. Cardinal Mundelein was the
Archbisghop of Chicago.

2l

4 Ibide, pe T8. As 1t Was, Cardinal Mundelein would
have had no authority over Father Minwegen since the priest
wag working for the Diocese of LaCrosse——thus being under
the legzal Jurlsdlctlon of the local Ordinary. Accordiﬁgly,
the Card14a1 nad no legal grounds for the interference with
the work of the missionarye ‘ -

Avid., vp. FE5 TG



Pather Niavegan returned to Cornell a vindicated man

One other incident relating to Father Miawegen's
strugsle against Tornell's Klan is worthy of meantion., On a
certain Sundey evening, fifty ¥u Kluxers asseubled in front
of the missionary's temporary residence duly regaled in Klan
costune, After calling the priest_a."....blackrobed
devil...." the Klan proceeded to burn a cross ox the
opposite side of the street.4? The next day, the priest
journeyed to Eau Claire ",...%to find out who owned the
‘propertye...." upon which the nefarious cross was burned.. 4
Father Minwegen lesrned from the uporo“rlgte real estate

agency that the Cornell school district had an opticn or the

ries’

L}

propé“ty wnich explred durivg the previous week., The
made a down payaent of fifty dollars and tre tex acre plot
beceme the property of the Catholic Faurch.45 In his

Memolrs, Father Minwegen relates the following anecdote.
Great was the surprise and tne shock of N¥r,.

Hanson, Town Treasurer, to take the 10

acres off the tax roll, as it was now

church prorverty. The Klan had suggested

it. Vhere they ned burned a fiery cross

at the end of lain Street, on the most

beautiful spot of the town site, Holy

Cross gatlollc Churcn was to be erected in

tlmeo - o

43Minwe'*en tihe o Ko Ko ," ﬁem01rs, Pe T4da.
the follom1n5 a.ecdote are substantiated by Father E. L.
Kuouf, preseatly Pastor of St. Joseﬂn s Catholic Ch wreh at
Prescotv. (Personal letter of Fr, L. Kuouf to John A.
Turcheneske, Jr., December 22, 1570, )

44114,
#r1via.
*rvig.
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Indeed, this was poetic justice of a most fitiing nature.

Though it would be a while before Catholic~Protestant
relations returned to a more reasonable state, there were
those individuals in Cornell who regretied ever having any
truck with the Ku Klux Llen. Without notice, the Klan-
organizers; under cover of night, abandoned Coranell without
leaving a fbrvarding address, However, they did leave
behind them outstanding loans, obfained from orce
enthusiastic members, ranging from twenty-five to two
hundred dollars. This was an eyeorener that helped to cure
the victims of all involvement in Kluxism. Thereafter,

RKlan activity in Cornell bvegan to diminish'appreciably.47

47Minwegen,'"The Ko Ko KoM Memoirs, De 73




Chapter 4

CHETEK: A HOT TI¥E Il TEE OLD TOWNM

The Ku Klux Klan made one of 1ts first appearances in
Barron County as early as March of 1924, There was already
a district Xlan organizger in the Chetek areé.l At a Klan
organizatidn.raliy thét month, there appeared an audience
composed of all creeds and nationalities. Chetek's Grand
Opera House was filled to cepacity with many not being able
to ;gain admittance at all, As far as could be ascertained,
nothing of an offensive nature was discussed. The orderly
and well conducted meeting was handled in such a manner as
to prevent the least bit of friction among the people of
Chetek; It was noted that there was "....no real reason in
this community for any antagonism between...Catholic and
Protestent friends, or among frieands and neighbors of the
various natioﬁalitiesg"2 A1 of Chetek's citizens Weré
considered to be good Americans. |

Chetek residents received the following news in
relation to a recent cross burning.

| Residents of Chetek and the near vieinity were

gomewhat startled last Priday night between 7
and 8 o'clock when they saw the Fiery Cross of

lChetek Alert, March 21, 1924, p.. 1.
2Tbide
59
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the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan burninrr in
all its briliiancy on Dunsmoor's hill,
soutiwest of the city. An organiger of
the Klan had beeﬂ in” the city that sanme
day, and it was sald that the Fiery
Cross was raised and burned by new members
which he had secured in Chetek. It was
otherwise rumored that a group of youung
men on nmischief bent built the Fiery Cross
and lighted it as a joke., At any rate, 1t
was there on the occasion mentioned.?
However, there did not appear to be any reason for a
disturbance over the activities of the Chetek's Xlan orgsnizers.
Information as to Chetek Klan activities did not again
appear until Hay., OB Thursday evealng of May second,
there was a large @ataeflng in attendance at the loczl Xlan
meeting.L Hany of tloqe present were visitors from the
Cameron area. The organiger and spezker at this meeting
was a Mr, Dague.4 Dague was sald to have discussed many
important events occur qg in American history. Though
there were four Klensmen in full regalia at the meeting-—-
with a large fiery cross illuminating the vrounds-—unere
were no demonstrations. The meeting concluded in a peaceful
manner, OQOrganizer Dague said that he would be resigning his
position and would return to Michigan.5
Chetek residents were advised by their local newspaver
that relizious issues wo:ld not be argued in that journal,

The editor, L. P. Charles, told an anecdote about a certain

BCheteg Alert, March 21, 1924, p. l.

4Chetek Alert, May 9, 1924, p. 1.

STbid.
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Father Slattery, an ez-priest, who went down %o Memphis,
Tennegsee with The intention of railing against the priests
and nuns of that city. The Nayor of Memphls met this
individual explaining that, ia a recent epidemié, the
sisters and priests gave unstintingly of themselvesl‘ The
"priest" was then couaseled to keep silence. After the

conversation, ne left towm on the next train.b =ditor

Charles sald the incident was mentioned in Qur Sunday
Visitor, a Catnolic publication.’/ The editor made it a

point {to note that the anecdote was not printed at the

request of the Vigitor.B

Editor Charles then proceeded to explain why the Alert
would not carry any discussion of religious matters.

We think it only just to people of all
denoninations . to refrain from encouraging
any form of religious discussion in this
paper. We can say unhesitatingly that we
do not approve of slanderous statements
made about the membership, the priestnood
or the ministry of any church, wrether
Catholic or Protestant. he Church is
the foundation of civilization and all
sincere members ia it are doing what
they can to serve God and humanity o

s v, REIN § Y . )
according to the light as they see it.-

The Klan speaker, explained Charles, stated .that all

Klansmen were obliged to declare themselves to be in suppoxrt

L

®Fditorial, The Chetek Alert, May 9, 1924, p. 2,

TIbid, The Visitor was snd contisues to be a national
Catholic weekly,.

®1bid.
91bid:




of the principles of the donstitution and the Christian
Church. The editor stated that he approved of thesé
principles but thought it a good idea that those Xlansmen
who were not as yet affiliated with any church exercise
initiative end promptly join any one of the several existing
_denomlngilonso'. It was also remembered that, from the
earliest days of the Republic, both Catholics and
Protestants fought tozether in defense of the nation.lO
In the late war, many boys of both denominations
volunteered and gave their lives for the flag,
and while each of us should remain true and
loyal to his ovn c%ucch, we mugt bury our
prejudices one against the other, and live
together as nelgabOle_ patriotic, Christian
Americans,
This was the.last piece of news and commentary oan the Xlan
until 1925..
Chetek residents received their first news of Klan .
activities for the year on July third. There was 1o be
a gafhering of the'Klan in Ladysmith. "The 1argest |
gathering of people ever to visit Ladysmith--50,000 or
more——is expected July 18 to attend the north state
'Kloavocation! of the Ku Klux Klan, the Women of the Klan,
and the Junior American Crusaders."1? An elaborate
entertainment schedule was to include fireworks, a Klan

wedding, public naturalization, addresses and band music.13

1OChetek Alert, May 9, 1924, p. 2.
11

Ibid..
120hetek Alert, July'3, 1925, p.l.

131114,
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The gatnering was %o be held at the Rusk County Klan grounds
which was a short distance north and east of the County Fair
" Grounds. In addition to the previously mentioned activities,
the day was to be capped by a mammoth street parade in the
evening. Two hundred robed horsemen were to be major
participants in the parade,l4
The Klan placed the following advertisement in pide
August:
"COLE
PROTESTANT PICNIC
BASKEZL“ DINNER
SUNDAY, August 16, 1925
Given by the
KU KIUX KDAN
Every Protestant Invited
Program
Church Service 11 A.l.
Basket Dinuner 12 Hoon
A Xlan Quartette
A Klan Lecture 2 P.l.
By Reve J. W. Leonard -
LOCATION
1 Mile East of Chetek on C.T. 'D', Robed Hen Will

Direct You., Ample Parking Space. _Cars Guarded,.
Lunch Sold on the Grounds. Come,"15

l4cneter Alert, July 3, 1925, pe. l.

156hetg§ Alert, August 14, 1925, p. 4.

Lohetex Alert, Ausust 14, 1925, pe 4.
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Pat Malone and Orgeniger J. H, Neff,'ﬁho were in the
Chetek area conducting'Klan meetings during the Fall of
1925, were involved in a serious automobile accident,
Enroute from Cameron to Chetel around nidnight, October
twenty—-cecond, the Klan workers attempted to miss a parked
car but, instead swerved into a ditch. The car landed | ,
standing on its radietor with iis occupants being thrown
through the windshield. A passer-by picked up Neff and the
unconcious Malone and took them to a Dr. Prill, Malone
suffered a broken nose and serious cuts about'the eyest.
Neff sustained a deep gash on his forehead. Numeroﬁs
stitches were necessary to repair the damage, It was noted
that Malone would more than likely be out of circulation
for a few daYSo;6 |
In early December;}Chetek citizens were informed that
Pat Malone was to speak at the Chetek Opera House on Sunda",
Decemnber sixth. Though the meetings were}to be heldrunder |
the auspices of the Ku Xlux Klam, an invitation was extended
to people of gll creeds znd opiniOns.17 -The belief was
expressed that there was no need |
«ecofOor anyone to get‘éxcited over the Klan-
coming to Chetek. They are not a law unto
themselves and they are not out to harm any
Person no matter wnat his religlous belief
may be., Ve should all strive for peace and

unity in the comiunity. Catholics and
Protestants who are now friends should .

16cnetek Alert, October 30, 1925, p. l.

17Cheték Alert, December 4, 1925, p. l.
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remzin friends, so dou't let us get excited,1®
The suggestion was again ventured that $rose Klensmen
without a church join one. Aside frow that, the Klan was
to get credit where it ﬁas due. All persons, regardless of
religious affiliation should support the Klan in its
attenpts td rid Chetex of "....bootlegsers, gamblers,
thieves...lewd men and women...." and other undesireables.t”

Chetek locals soon received a full report of Pat
Malone's lecture. HMelone announced that the Klan wou}d soon
embark upon the construction of a large tabernacle to be
located in the southeast section df that city. Negotiations
were already pending for the purchase aof the land. The
tabernacle was to be large enough to accoumodate two
thousand people =znd would be built so that it could be
coufortably heated. Nalone was to return to Chetel around
January fifteenth on which day he would comménce & six week
campaign for that part of Barron County;zo

As to the meeting itself, the Opera House was well
\filled.. Te new district orgenizer for the Xlan, J. H. Neff, .
introduced Nalone. "The nmeeting was opened with prayer

followed by singing '4merica,' 'Stand Up Por Jesus,! 'Hail,

18chetek Alert, December 4, 1925, De le

19
Ibid,.

200hetek Alert, December 11, 1925, pe L.
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Hall the Klan's A1l Here. ' and 'Klux, Visconsin. 112l 74 gag
noted that Malone said nothing which might alarm the law
abidiag citizen.22

He did not condemn good Catholic people because
of their religion, but rather comzended thenm
for faithful adherence to their faith and said
it was the desire of the Klan 43et all

' Catholics and all Protestents who are now
friends should remsin friends. He did
speak disparagingly of the priesthood, but he
did the same for the Protestant minister,
pointing out the black sheep in each group..

Malone weat after the bvootlegzers, gemblers,
houses of ill fame, and all law violaeters
with bare nands and warned them that if they
had any of thelr dirty rotten moonshine on
hand they had better get rid of it; for when
he comes back they are going to have a
cleanup and all the crooks will be put where
Governor Blaine can'+t pardon them.2

Pat Malone then announced his intention of malking
Chetek higs home., It was }is belief that Chetek was +he
most beautiful area in all ? igconsin end that the city wes
an ideal place for quiet and coatented home 11¢e.24

Returning to more important matters, Mealone said that

not Ingh§te:; Mert, December 11, 1925, D. 1. The Alert
oted iEt Taere ¥ o to be an evening mésting,; but it was
eancelled owing to the fact thHat m¢1§ae nad iﬁ agjo%juzggt
at Qconto PalWS, Wisconsgin--an appointment that would
everdtually land him in the Ocoznto County Jail and end his
affilistion with the Klan. 3See Cnaoter Ore for the details
relating to this episode. - )

2Iold.

231piaL.

: 241pias
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sesethe Xlan 1s willing to join hands with
all church orgenizations in the efiort 1o
clean up the cumncole crime wave that is
now sweeping over thils country. He
severely condemned Governor Blaine for
appoiathp officers who were not im
sympatahy with enforcement of the

Eighteenth Amendment.25

The Governor and his aides could not be depended upon in this
"matter. Instead, reliance would hzve to be placed upon
those agents of the federal government assigned to clean up

the matter,26
The Alert's attitude toward the Klan was to be the same

as that toward aany other organization. But if the Xlan

could

eessput the fear of God and the law

into moonshiners, crooks, and gamblers,
more power to thelr zim. And in doing |
this they will have stronger community
support if the speakers refrain from
abusing people of any religious faith,
or making statementis unsupnorued folg
proper evidence or by meking threats of
violence other then throaon proper legal
procedure.

Still, the Alert desired to do its best to maintain peace

and friendshop emong all Chetek 01tlzens.28

Returning to Chetek just prior to the turn of the new

year, Pat Malone stated that the construction of the

tabernacle would soon commence. The building was to be a

25Chetelr Alert, December 11, 1925, p..l.

261pid.

2T1bid.

28T vid.
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temporary affalr, A large force was expected to work on the
project with the building bveing coupleted in the matter of a
daye« Upon the completion of the forthconming campaign, the
tabernacle would be disassembled and moved to a new
location. Rice Lake was to be The next target of Klan
activities 29

The Klan tabernacle was erected in a matter of five ahd
one half hours on llonday, January 12, 1926. That the
building was conpleted in sub-zero weather only made the
feat more reumariable, "The initial bomb, notifying the towm
that the workers had begun on the building was set off about
10:00 O'clock in the forenoon, and 1ikewise at 3:30 in the
afterﬁoon snother bomb signalled the completion of the
work "X I+t was noted that fifty nen participated in the
construction. They came from such Barron County communities
as:Rice Lalkke, Barron, Cameron, Hillsdale and Sioux Creek, Ll
During the middle part of the weelk, the tabernacle interior
was conpleted in addition to the installation of seats,
electric lizhts, and six heating stoves. TVood shavings were
used to cover the floor. The tabernacle measured forty-four
by eighty-four feet with a seating capacity of nearly nine

hundréd, The first of the Klan meetings in the new

29 | P
Chetel Alert, Jaauvary 1, 1926, p. 1. OFf interest
here is that the Rice Lalre Cnronicle did not report any news
of a Klan campaign 1in 1926

30

Chetek Alert, January 15, 1926, p. l.

1
E Ibid..




69

building was to be held on Janusary fifteenthmBZ

On January seventeenth, tne Vomen's Christian
Temperance Union held a meetinzg in the newly coanstructed
Klan tabernacle. The occasion wag the celebration of the
gixth anniversary of the Eighteentn Anendment.. TFat llalone
spoke before a large audience. Malone's preseantation was
considered to be clear, coanviacing, and entertaining.33

In a contrihuted article alluding to the Xlan's fufure

progrann of religious education, the Chnetek Alert published

the following under the headline "Somebody Suggests: "Smell
of this One, '

Every "mediunm," ever -7 leader of new IS or
cult or mysterious religion, mekes money.

Millions chase the astrologer, necromancer,
voodoo,,the nigh priestess, the sun
worshiper, the sandeater, the 1¢£e doctor,
the wonder worker,. ‘

We don'!'t wish to attract a shower of stounes,
but we regret that people will not do some
good horse senge thinking for themselves
and reject the impossible and foolish

Thig fad religlon and new cult business
neans we 1noove?1sn ourgselves and enrich
the taaCﬁeru.

The time is coming when the false teacher
will be given the %ibosh, and the teacher

32"‘he'be1 Aert, Jenusry 15, 1926, p. l.. Also to be
found in this partlculur issue was a news item detailing
the resignation of several New Haven, Conunecticut Xlan
leaders, The reason given was that the Xlan was
considered to be not oaly un-American but anti-American,

3 o ‘ »
Chetekx Alert, Jenuary 22, 1926, p. l.
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of common sense vill no longer be reviled
and persecuted wzile zlive, and respected
after he is dead.

What is natural and right is a pretty
good text to start thinking on. Think.>4

Matters soon came to a boil within the Chetek
comnunity. The manager of the local Farmer's Store, a lr.
Van Gelder, began receiving a series of notes tareatening a
boycott of his business if certain conditions were not
complied with.2? The menager had not taken any action in
the matter., Chetek residents were told that threats of this
nature were contrary to both state and federal laws and

could be ",.,..punished by firne and imprisoument if turned

J4Chetex Alert, February 5, 1926, p. 1. This item is
particulerly noteworthy in that it apreared after the
following contributed article which was published in the
January twenty-ninth Alert. This particular article reads
as follows: "REdward Young Clarke, whose advertising genius
introduced the modern ¥u Xlux Iken to the American people
five years ago londay, neaded a new movement designed to
bring back the 'honesty and simplicity of the religion of
our forefathers.' ILocsl organizations will be =zet up in
every tovn and city of the country and bureaus will be
established in Canada, England, and Australia all under the
jurisdiction of the Atlanta headquarters. 4n educational
center will be located at Indianapolis and twelve motion
pictures portraying the life of Christ will be made there
and distributed througnout the world.," In light of this,
it would appear that the February fifth article was a
veiled attack on the Catholic Church,.

- ~35Chetek Alert, February 12, 1926, p.ls No mention
was made as to the nature of the conditions,
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over to the disitrict attorney and the Post 0ffice
s
Departument, " o®

Thougn several of the letters were signed

Ke Ko Koy 1t was doubiful that any of them were sanctioned
, LX

by fbe Klan,3'

Kanager Van Gelder was not the only Chetek citizen to

4

receive such tidings.  Several mexbers of the Chetek School
board were also recipients of similar communications.

Carl Whiteker, Byron Carter and Christ Brusen
have also recelved some letters asking that
certain histories be removed fror the -chools
on grounds that they 'teach religion.! Ve
hardly think that three better men could be
chosen to represent us on the schrool board.
They will investigaie end take such action as
the requests merit,’8

Charges were also made that several Chetel High Scheol
instructors taught their students to play cards and gemble
at a recent soéhomore party staged at the BEdwsrd Solun farm
in Chetek Townszip.

Upon inquiry wmenmbers of the class declared
that the teachers had not done anything of
the kind. ¥r. Solumn, the driver, and
several of The boys nad joined in an .
innocent game. That was all. We don't
know of & family who are more interested
in their children and wiiose home is better
conducted—~than that of lir. and Mrs. Solum,
so the matver should be passed without
further notice.? _

Chetek residents were urged to remain calm. It was

56Che'bek Alert, February 12, 1926, v. l.

3TIpid..
14,

391vig.
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again sugzested that individuals gnould not become excited
" over any organization's activities., Those people who
believed thaeir rignts to be infringed upon had recourse %O
the courts—-thne injured party could sue for damages.
Slander was still punishable by fine and imprisonment.4o

' Parents were to exerclse restraint in the matter of
attacks made against the school administration. "The best
rule to follow always is To loog_into objectionable‘matﬁers
carefully and report your findings o the school board aad
teachers who will respond to your suggestions."4l It was to
be remembered that action of an unduly hasty nature meant

. e e oas 2
the weakening of morale and dlsc:v.p.Llne..4

The Chetelk Alert noted that

Things are getting rather warm in the community
as a result of the Klan meetings. There is
much tallk. TPeople in the country and city
whetner they are Xlsn menmbers, Cataolics or
Protestants are pledged to :zeep their actions
within the bounds of reason to avoid community
trouble, Chetek: is a pretiy good little towa
and there are hundreds of good, sensible
Christian families ia the country who will
guard against going to extrenes or being led
into-diffizulties for waich they will be sorry
afterward,’? '

rAgelirappealing to a sense of comrunity harmony, the Alert

——

reminded Chetek's citizens that they lived together

peacefully before the advent of the Klan and that the towr

400hetek.Alert, FPebruary 12, 19256, p. l.

4l1via.

427vid..
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ugnt to be sensible enougn to continue to do so. Everyone
had the right to think and believe as he chose, but 1t wes
suspected that "....the effect of a program like the present
will only make the Catholics stronger...."44 Indeed, an
element of dissension might arise within the Protestant camp.
As such, all Chetek churches and fraternal and civiec
organizations were urged to unite on a program of common
sense 45

Matters, however, did not abate any. During a ruckus
at the local high school,

ee.egeveral boys nad engazged in leu cuffs and

one of the boys was gquite pavafu ly 1n3ured

Principal De Guire took the matter in hand and

disciplined the lads as he thoughv the '

circumstances demanded, Later in the day,

Print Glazge, father of one of the boys, came

to the school and asiked for an explanation..

There was some argument and then some, in the

course of wnich the Klan was mentioned, but

nothing was said as tg the merits or demerits

of the organization.’ :
Glaze was saild to have later threatened the Frincipzl with
physical harm were De Guire to remove his glasses. The
principal removed them, but the incident did not proceed
to the next extreme.47?

The Alert was not publishing this item because it

smacked of sensationalism. "VWe are doing it solely to help

4
4'Che‘bek Alert, Tebruary 12, 19256, p. 1.

491pid
46Chetek Alert, Pebruary 19, 1926. p. 1
47

.LOido-
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all the people in thils community to understand that they
must keep their passions and prejudices within due bounds
or we are going to have a riot here."48 The Prinecipal and
teachers had to be supported without any interference.
Those wno had grievances were to take them to the School
Board. Though the Alert maintained that 1t was not arguing
for De Guire, it was to be remembered that the principal
was a man of mature judgement, ZEarnest in his profession,
De Guire was coxsidered to be doing his very best for the
gchool children of Chetek., 3Besides, he was the best
community worker that Chetek had in relation to civie,
church and social activities,4d

Concluding its remarks, the Alert printed the
following.,.
Now a little further for the benefit of the
schools and our children. If any more
meetings are neld by the Klan 'for men only!
or 'for women oaly,' we hope the speaskers
will use language and tell stories that a
teacher or preacher would dare tell to his
school or congregation, Ve were at one
meeting, and honestly, we certainly would
not dare to print the stuff we heard, the
vulgar stories or anything else, and it
wasn't sex hyglene either.

As far a2s the Alert was concerned, Chetek's Klan was on

trial: Desplie the fact that the Klan was assured, at the

Byeter Alert, February 19, 1926, pe l..

49
Ibid..

50

Ibid.
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outset, of fair treatment, tnat organizatlon had yet to
demonstrate suy coastructlve tendencies.bl

The Parent— Weacher Association of tvhetelk on kepruary
fifteenth, in a resolution offered by Mrs. W. G. Malcolm,
denounced Klan interference in “he affairs of the school
administration an’ School Board. Passed without diécussion

and without a single dissenting vote, the resolution read

>

as follows..

"le. We, TEE PARINT-TEACHERR ASSOCIATION of
Chetek Public Schools tske advantage of
this oprortunity to express our cowplete
confidence in our present scunool board
and we place ocurselves on record &s

being opposed to ianterference in our
school affairs vy people coming from
outside the school district.

"2 We are counvinced that much of the
language used by the men who conduct the
meetings in the temporary building on
Second 3treet is coarse and vulgaw,
unfit for boys end zirls to hear. Ve
know that many of the statements made
about our school are false, that they
are intended to arouse prejudice and
hatrea among the pupils, and disrespect
and disobedience of teachers. Our
scnool is belng demoralized and the
academic progress of the children is
peliy retacacd.. ‘

"3 In order to show our allegiance to
our scrool, to our community and our
country, we pledgze ourselves not 1o
attend any of the aforesaid meetlngs,
not © allow our children to attend
themn, and to do everything possible to
combat their sinister influence.”?2

lChetgg Alert, February 19, 1926, p. 1.
*21vid. |
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Another item related to disturbances srisirg out of
Klan activities concerned the yellow fringed flag belonging
to Chetek's Campbell Fost of the American Legion. Secking
to forestall any wtoward incidents arising out of :
disagreement as to the fringe's exact meaning. the Post
Commander contacted the MNational Headquarters for a full
explanation. The Conmander's letter was referred to the
Legion's imericanism Comnission.??

By way of reply, an Allan Vaters of the Community
Service Bureau made the following-poinfs. After a careiful
investigation, it was determined that "....no significance
whatever attached to the use of the fringe except for
decorative purposes."54 There were precedentS'fdr
‘regimental colors rimmed with fringe., Organizations such
as the "...¢G.A.Rey, The Spanish War Veterans, and many other
patriotic and fraternazl societies, as well as the general
practice of flag and banner manufacturers...." were
responsible for its use.”?? Furthermore »

As to the question of there veing any connection

with papal colors, I think we may cite you to

the fact thet in meny instances the flag of the

Knights of Columbus does not have a fringe,

while catalogs of Masonic and militant

Protestent organizations like the Knights of

Malta advertise frinsze on parade flage, bpth of
the societies and on the ¥National Emblem.

3 .
Chetek Alert, Februery 19 1926, p. l.
24T1id ..
251pi4..

567bid.
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As 2 prelude to its letest comments on the Klan, the
Alert reiterated its positior of being on the side of clean
morals and good government. This journal reminded its
readers that it continously upheld the Sabbath and led in
the crusade for Frohibition. The best things in Chetek's
conmunity 1ifz had always been supported by this papera
There was no quarrel with a single citizen of the community
whether he re316e in town or country. Everyone had the
right to his owm opinioans in the areas of politics and
religion. But "....we cﬁarge all of you to manifest a spirit
of fairness, tolerance and truth toward your neighbors."57

It was noted that, at the meetings held in thé Klan
tabernacle, Pat Malone made various remarks about certain
court cases involving a number of individuals in various
comunities.?® Malone claimed to have M syorn affidavits!
covering the details of these cases."?9 The suggestion was
made that Malone produce the go-~called affidavits and other
evidence he might have, In turn, the Alert would produce
the certified copies of the court records. Both sets of
docunents would ve placed into the hands o? an unbieased
conzittee to determine the veracity of lclone's statenents.
The aprropriate records were ready to be produced at any

time. Right was rignt everywhere., The time had come for

57 Chetex Alert, Pebruary 26, 1926, pe.l..
58 '

Ibid. It was not divulged as to- what the nature
and details of the caseg were.

591bid.

3
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the truth to prevail.GO

The Xlan cempaign had concluded by the first of Marche
Taking upon itself the mantle of peacemaker, the Alert noted
that, in the wake of the late Klan convocations, Chetek was
left with a good deal of i1l feeling among the townt's
citizens.,. Wﬁen the Klan meetings commenced

ese .we asked -that the orgenization be given a
fair chance to demonstrate its work, and if
good would come of 1t, that is what we wanted.
We expected them not to play upon the passions
of the people elther in political or religious
matters. We grzpected a demonstration of 100
percent imericanism and Christian enthuslasm,
neither coudemning or herating any form of
worship or religious belief. We expected
orderly procedure in correcting wrongs and we
expected tnat promises and pledges made would
be carried out; we expected truth from the
platform,--clean lanzuage, iaspiring
prouncements, statenments of factsi—-not
vulgar preachments, nor hate-inspired
challenges.

We expected the Xlan tabernacle to stand as a

safe retreat end a lasting defeanse against any

attack upon our coastitutional rigats. In

fact we expected everything wogTd ve for the

best, and mayve that . is so. 1

However, it was up to tle participants themselves to
decide how much they received for their ten dollars.
Whether aay satisfzction was obtained was their affair.
Though the Klan organizers treated this money as a donation,
the possibility existed that this might not be true. Were

this so, the contributor had a right to know what the money

80chetelr Alert, Pebruary 26, 1926, p.l.. It might be

By

noted tTat Fat llalone did not accept this challenge .

6lpgitorial, Tae Chetel Alert, March 5, 1926, p. 4.




was used for. Fat lialone claimed*that he received notaing
from the Klan for nis services——that he lived entirely on .
income from his insurance interests.62

The best thing that Chetek could do in the interests
of peace and harmony was for its citizens to put aside
recent animosities. It was time for past friends to become
so once again, The following was submitted as an example
of recent fence mending as being suggestive of how Chetek
might cleanse itself of all acfimeny; |

Byron Carter and Fred Ziesensis got into a
little argument the other day, which zlmost
developed into a puzilistic encounter, but
do you know what taeJ have don e,-—taeJ
laughed over 1t tog etner, made it -all up
and went on talking 'potatoes,! the way
they have been 601nrr for tairty-five years
or more. Now 1sn't that flae9 Ve think a
lot of Mr. Ziesensis and Mr, Carter for
finishing the argument t“at way. Tnat 1ls
the way we are going to do it. Mo matter
whio you are or what you believe, if you are
a good, patriotic American citigen, and
come in the spirit of good fellowship, you
'will receive a glad welcome and the rlght
kind of treatment from us.63

Concluding, the Alert pointed out that it did not
have a mean thing to say about anyone.

‘We are just talking things over with you
and we nope those wno have been our good
friends in the past will think of it in
that way. We are not pleading for personal
or financial support; we are not afrdid of
the consequences., People have told us that
we would suffer if we ventured to discuss

62paitorial, The Chetek Alert, March 5, 1926, p. 4.

651 hig..
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the Klan, but that is neither here nor there.

We_are pleading for comsunity vpeace and good

will, Chetek Is an orderly, patriotic,

friendly place. Let us keep it that way.64
with that said; the Alert's discussion of the Klan was
closed.b5 '

Thereafter, little was heard about the Klan in Chetek.
In Septembef, however, the hooded order was decried for
utilizing masks at one of its parades. If the cause was
right; it did not "....have to travel under cover,
especially beneath the American fleg."66 As to Klan
influence in the primary election, the Questioh Was never
satisfactoraily answered as to why Governor John Blaine
recelved the nomination}for United States Senator—-
especially as the Klan coasidered Blaine a primary opponent.
No more was heard about the Klan in Chetek after the primary.

Indeed, the Ku Klux Klan in Chetek was a diying issue.

64pditorial, The Chetek Alert, lMarch 5, 1928, De 4o

651bid.
66

Chetek Alert, September 10, 1926, p. 1.




Chapter 5

KLAN HAPFEMINGS Il ST, CROIX COUNTY

One of the more difficult’ areas in which to ascertain
Klan involverent is in S%, Croix County. Except for two
incidents which will be trezted as separate chapters, the
dearth of materials mitigates against a more thorough
~assessment of Klan activities in this area.1 In December

of 1926, the Hew Richmond News noted that the population

of this city was partially composed of a strong Catholic
element., ILlittle was published‘about-Kian activities there.

Journals such as the Baldwin Bulletin, Glenwood City -

Tribune, Hammond News, and the Hudson Star Observer filled

few columns with news relating to this OrganiZatidn.
Newspapers were notuavéilable_for Emerald, Somerset,
Roberts, and Wilson.

One journal which extenéively covered Klan activities

in eastern St. Croix County was the Woodville Times. Klan

activities were first reported in Mayrof 1925, In a letter
to the editor, John L. Roberts wrote that, on the twelfth
of May, another emblem of Christiamity'ﬁas burned between

Wilson and Hersey. Dubbing the Klansmen as shirt tail

lgee Chapters Six and Seven. The New Richmond News
gave excellent coverage of the events descrived in Chapfer
Six. " :

8l
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rangers, Roberts stated that, as on most other occaslons,
M. ee.othe 'Brave! KnightS’disappeared after the cross was
lighted."2 Vere the cause of the Klan as honorable and just
as the organization claimed it to be, Roberts saw no reason
way "....at least one Klansman wouldn't have nerve enough to
stay by théUcross after it was lighted. Cowards and
criminals run away with cause after they do something they
shouldn't; but of course !'True Americans! shouldn’t;v Brave
men ahd True Aﬁericans have nothing to be ashamed of "7
Conséquently, it was not'neceSSary for the individuals
Involved to hide behind masks and shirts. Roberts did not
blame some of them for covering their féées'ifvthéy‘wefé aé
"eeeesneaky looking as those that have been pointed out to
me as belonging to Klansmen. I have often believed that
their bodies were of bléck fur with a white stripe up the
back, but it's barely possible’they are not skunks."4 In
conclusion, Robefts suggested the Klansmen tell their
"eo..Kleagle, Imperial Wizard, Grand Kackler or whatever you
call him,.,." that it‘waS'hé who cut the wires which held
the cross up and that he was not afraid or ashened to admit

142

23 ohn L. Roberts, "“The Forum," The Woodville Times, -
May 15, 1925, p.l.

3rbid..
41bid..
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' There appeared an anonymous reply to Robert's letter
in the May twenty—second issue of the Times. The writer,
marveling at Rovert's braveness, said that the principal
ougint to sweep his own door first before comuencing to
sweep for others.

Mre, Principal does not remember a few weeks ago,

wienn he was to a dance at Centerville and was

intoxicated. He could not be a true Amazrican

then by violating the dry law and the Eighteentn

Amendment, I think men of that kind (who were)

supposed to be a leader for a good cause in the

School District ought not to be a law breaker

against the U.Selds, so0 I don't believe a man of

that kind should say much about others before he

purifies himself first and be a good example for

Community.

WeR. Lanxon, writing in the same issue, said that he
felt rather sorry for the children of the Hersey public
scnool. This was especially so as Roberts stoored "....to
write such a brainless and unprovoked article...about the
Klan."! ZIanxon said he would not be surprised if it were
a case of the students themselves playing a joke on the
principal, Even so0, "e... if the cross was an t*emblen!
of our TLord and Master, Jesus Christ, then Mr.John Roberts
should have fallen down and worshipped, iastead of boasting
of destroying it, as was done long,long ago on Calvary. It

would have made him a better man, surely a better educator."8

6Anonymous "”he Forum," The Woodville Times, May 22,
1925, p. l. Roberto was pr1n01pal of the Hersey Publlc
School..

7 .
Ve R. Lanxon, "The Forum,' The Woodville Times,
May 22, 1925, p. le

8

Ibid.
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In the near future, said Lanxon, the students and their
Christian parents would have the oprortunity of hearing
and seeing a genuine Xlan meeting at Hersey. At that time
1t could be judged as to wnether Klansmen were wolves rather
than sheep.9
There eppeared‘in an August issue of the QEEEE an
advertisement placed by a Klan comiittee. The advertisement,
which concerned a Klan picnic, stated that "fthere will be a
Klan picnic Sunday, Aug. 23, 1925, three miles south of
Baldwin., A national spesker. Free coffee~-bring your own
lunch,"0 411 Protestants were cord1a11j 1nv1ted 11
| Charles Lowater, in a September editorial under the
heading "The Klan Tries the Camp Meeting,! asked hig readers
whether they ever attended an old fashioned shouting
Methodist revival. Those who had——partlcularly those wno
remained throuah the weelt——would remember |
ee.othe eklllful building up of emotional interest
from day to day and from nlgnt to night by <he
exhorters, the trained choirs, the stage setting
--and more than all by what is called by the
psychologists the 'mob mind"-~that strange
influence which makes a gathering of people,

under the hypnotic ursgings do as:. 3 body what few
of them would do as individuals.t

9%. R. Lanxon, "The Forum," The Woodville Times,
May 22, 1925, p. l.

10%oodvilie Times, August 21, 1925, p. 1.

lllbid.

 12Rgitorial, The Woodville Mimes, September 18, 1925,
Pe 4.. Charles Lowater was aleo the editor of the Spring
Valley Sun.
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Meetings of this kind, said Lowater, did a world of
~good M"....in spite of the evanescent quality of many of
their 'conversions'e..."3 The editor said that he
personally knew of more than one individual who was changed
for the better. No one turned out the worse for the
experience."Of}late, however, the churches were placing
greater reliance on the use of reason. The utilization
of raw emotion in the implementation of their message was
becomlng a thing of the pas b4 |

Yet somebody persuaded the Ku Klux Klan to utilize the
technique of the camp meeting in 1ts campalgn for memberss,
That the Klan had closed a recent series o? sucﬁ meetlnL
near Knepr wes evidence,enough. A number of individuals
from the Woodville area were in attendance.15

| The Klan's édaptation of the Hetaomlst tecqnlque paled

by compariéon. The Kluxer's mig ht have beea more succeseful
had they been able to‘secure.the services of the Methodist
organizers. "Had Elder Holt, with a goodﬁehoir, been in“'
charge of that meeting at Knapp, we'll bet thatwinsteed of a
dozen or two being *saved,'! half the big aﬁdience‘or more ' é

would have been fighting to get on the Klan rolls."lgb

13Editor1al, The Woodville Timeg, September 18, 1925,
DPe 4o

LY1pig..
15

16

Ibid..
Ibid.
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Lowater then mentioned that the Kl en would hold a
week's camp meeting at Ellsworth. Catholics as well as
Protestadus vere ursed to attend at least one mecting

After hearing it once you'll know whether you

want to go again. But alas, 'Pat! lalone will

not be tﬂere, as he dated up in more favored

localities till Than:sglv1n Pat so

announced, that is, unless he,is in jeil--he

has been in jall in every state of the union;

epd is proud of the record.l”
Despite this, Lowater sugzested that everyone attend
regardless of whether ¥alone showed up..

Lowater, in an October edltorlal captloned "He Should
Be Quarantined," stated thet "Woodv1lle wias 1ucsy tnls week
when Pat Malone, who was scheduled to speak here for the Xu
Klux Klan, could not come."18 Instead, a young man from
Menoninee kept the speaking engagement. Froa the accounts
of those in attendance, the speech was of honest, temperate
and partiotic content. As to the previously scheduled
speaker, "the editor of the Times has heard Malone——once,
Once wes enough."19 Malone was simply out for the moneye.
He would stop at nothing to collect hisg ten. dollar lecture
fee——even if this meant disrupting a community's

20

tranquility. Kalone did not care "....That the decent

17Ed1tor1al The Woodville Tlres, September 18, 1925,

Editorial, The ¥Toodville Times, October 30, 1925,
Do 4o TLowater may have exeggerated nere. However, Malone
was known to confllct with the law. See the introductory
chapter for details in this regard.

191pia.
20

IOldc
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menbers of the Klan must stay and hear the odium of his

blackguardism."?l Editor Lowater admitted that his remarks
were rather strong hut Malone needed it, "Ve hope the
citizené of Woodville may never have Malone inflicted on
then, for he is a calamity to any communi'by."22 Simply put,
Malone should be quarantined like any other bad discase

germ,23

Fy
o

According to a mid-~¥ovcmber issue of the Times, Baldwin
was a recent scene of heavy participation in ¥Xlan activities.
Concluding a series of meetings there, the Kluxers were
schieduled to mcke Toodville fheir next meeting place. Pat
Malone yas to be the speaker. "Everybody, Catholic azs well
asiProtestant, should hear Pa-b-;once."a4

The Times published no additional news concerning Xlen
activities in the Woodville area until summer of.1926;
In Juiy of that year, Editor Lowater observed that, like it
or not, the Klan problem was with Woodville, It was sure to

enter as a factor in the Fall political picture, Many

localities, said Lowater, were already afflicted vith

~ 2lpgitorial, The Toodville Times, October 30, 1925,
De 4. | | |
22 .

Ibid,

24voodyille Times, November 13, 1925, Dpe le
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disruptions of business and social relations,25
The Times, declared the editor, belonged to neither
faction, Indeed, 1t was hoped the journal had good friends
in both camps. 4Also, the editor dld not intend to take
gides on the issue., On the other hand, it was not the
intention of the Times to imitate other newspapers by
refusing to publish any news which related to the Klan., The
same policy would be applied with regard to the Knights of
Columbus.26
The Klan question, sald Lowater, was one that could not
be argued. This was so
: e
ese.Decause when our prejudices are touchned
most of us cease To becoune reasoning beings;
we think that we reason sad that we choose
our lineg of actiou, but in most cases those
lines of action were se’tled for us hefore
we were born, by the opinicns of our
forefathers, which combined to give us our
early training and enviromment."n27
Lowater believed that were the strongest Catholic born of
Protestant parentaze, he would .ues as sincere a Protestant
as any Klansman, By the same token, a Klansman would ve as
i ) .
staunch a supporter of tihe Knights of Columbus were his
heritage Catholic, Thus the Times would remain friendly,
fair. and impartial. In couclusion, Lowater expressed the

hope that the attitude of hisg journal wou1d be appreciated

 25ggitorial, The Woodville Times, July 25, 1926,
Pe Fe- . o ‘

261pid.,.

27

Ibid.,.




by all fair uinded men and women,28
Editor Towater, in an October editorial headlined "The
Poison of Malonliswm," stated that

Pzt ilalone was given only the expected at
Oconto last week--conviction on a charge
of criminal slander with a sentence of a
year in jail. He has a long time avoided
such conviction by means of insinuation

in place of direct accusation, and by
denial when faced with proof. He denled
on the stand that he had said what he was
charged with at Oconto.29

The spirit in which Malone preached, said Lowater,
only served to discredit the Klan's cause. Nalone's gospel
of misrepresentation and hatred might win recruits for a
short time, In the long run, however, it carrled within
itself ",...the seeds of its own death at a not far distant
period."30 Despite lalone, the Klan could not

eseejustly be vlaned for setting up its

own standards as to membershop every

order and every soclety on earta does

tais. It is only when men like Malone

are allowed to inject the poison of race

and religious hatred in place oif these

truly American principles that the Klan

failg—-and there it must always fail.>l

Wo further news of Woodville area Xlan activities was

28pditorial, The Woodville Times, July 25,1926,
Pe 3o

 2%ggitorial, The Voodville Times, October 24, 1926,
P. 4. See the introductory chapter for a more complete
discussion of +the problem of accusation by insinuation.
The Oconto situation is a case in point..

301hia.
31

Ibid.
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was publistied by the Times,J2

Appearing ian the Baldwin Bulletin of November 12, 1925,

was the only entfy relating to Klan activitles in that area.
Noting that the Klan meefings were attracting a large
following, the Bulletin observed that crowds which rivaled
", ...eny previous gathering of any kind (even the free
movies) have been in attendance at the Klan meetings in the
village hall this week."53 Indeed, many were ‘turned away
because the meeting place was taxed beyond capacity.’4

The speaker at these meetings was billed as the famous
Pat ¥alone. The Bulletin observed that Melone was a
", ..erenarkable ore, with a voice of iron and a wonderful
command of the English lasnguage,"35 Tater in the week,
Malone was to speak in Woodville. It was understood that a
large class would be initiszted that Saturday.36

The earliest known incidence of Klan related violence
in'St. Croix County occurred on October 2, 1924, in the
Town of Springfield. On that day Earl Brandt murdered Lee

Kerr—a nurder which was alleged to have developed out of a

32E<ilito:c‘ial, The Woodville Times, Octover 24, 1926,
D. 4. | | ,
| 33Baldwin Bulletin, November 13, 1925, p. le

341via.
35Ibia.

Samo——s——

301pia.




quarrel over the Klen.2! Trial was held at Hudson Court
House in Januery of 1925. Brandt was found guilty of
murder and sentenced to life imprisomment at the State
penitentiary. Yet there was a question as to vhether the
argument over the Klan was the real motive for the murder.
Whatever thé notive, it would forever remain a mystery.sS
One other incident was.mentioned in relation to ¥lan
activities around Hew‘Ricthnd. This concerned the
Reverend Doctor Heber St. Clair Mahood's views on the
organization. Dr.Mahood, the Pastor of the First
Congregational Church, in an address given in lfay of 1926,
issued a ringing denunciation of the Ku'Klﬁi'Klah; Similar
organigzations also came under attack. Mahood particularly
attacked the Klan for shielding itself under the guise of
Americanism and proceeding "....to graft upon the
unsuspecting pub11c and for their owa nefarious ends bleed
illiterate dupes of their-coin,?39 |

The foregoing was all that the New Richmond News

carried about Klsn activities in its area. In the summer

of 1926, the News, Times and Bulletin covered several

3Tyew Richmond News, January 14, 1925, p. l. The
Town of Springfield is near New Richmond.

38itew Richmond Vews, January 17, 1925, p. l..

39New Richmond News, May 12, 1926, p.l. Unfortunately,

no extant copies of Dr. iahood's &ddress are available.
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important events arising out of Klan activities. All three
papers covered, in varying degree, the Klan tent burning
incident near Fudson., This will be treated in the next
chapter. To a lesser dégree, the News and gglletin covered
the Ethan B. Minier political episode; An account of this
affair is the subject of Chapter Seven., This, then, was

the knovn extent of the Ku Klux Xlan's involvement in the

life of St. Croix County.




Chapter 6
INCIDENT AT EO?THIIJE

During the second weck of June, 1926, there were
rumblings within the Hudson, Visconsin Catholic
conmunity to the extent that some kind of protest was to
be registered against the Ku Xlux Xlan's Yorthline
meetings., Northline, approximately turee miles northeast
of Hudson, was a way station on the old Omaha Railroed.
This location was also the junction at which the branch
line veered north for Superior bound trains. The Klen
tent, located about one mile east of this Junction, was
Ppitched on a rented plot of ground. It waé”a clear
salubrlous June evening, the night the Catholics chose +to
maeke their stznd., At approximately eight o'clock on the
evening of June 14, 1926, the Knights of the Ku Klux Klen
began to assemble for their\meeting. The Catholic
delegation, marching enméssg as a body, soon arrived.
Argunents ensued and, to the dismay of the Klansmen,
the Cafholics'managed to gain access to the tent. Father
Peter Rice, Pastor of 3t. Fatrick's Czatholic Caurch at
Hudsoa, errived soon therezfter., The priest approached

‘

the stage with the purpose of proving false the Xlan

attacks on the Catholic Church. Father Rice failed in

his attempt to prove the falsity of the Klan's attacks and
93
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general disruption ensued, Klan speakers soon fled the
scene, Under what appeared to be suspicious circunstances
and as a final climax to the evening's proceedings, the
Klan tent, with its aprurtenances, burned to the groumd.
It was an incident which achieved instant notoriety and

which resulted in acrimonious feelings for all involved.

,The St. Panl Dispatcn described the incident as followse
The Klan tent was alleged to have been durned after the
meeting ended in a near riot. Several hundred men were
said td have protested against statements of an anti-
Catholic nature made by a {lan speaker, One thousand
persons had gathered to hear Alfred Browvn, Father Rice
was s2id to have goane to the platform proteéting that
the meetings, held at Northline for the past weeu, viere
anti-Catholic in nature. However, the lecturer attempted
to continue., This was futile as there was then raised a
great deal of commotion., The neeting ¢nded'with seversl
encounters between oprosing factions though none was
serious. It was at this point that the Xlan tent was

burned L

1st. Peul Dispatch, June 15, 1926, p. 1. In a
posucr1pt to tne artlcle, the Digpatch noted that 3Srown's
renarks had been resented. Several days prior to the
incident, a delegation of twenty-five women went to the
place where Brown was rooning with the demand that the
landlady evict him, Powevcr, Brown volunteered to move

to0 a different residence.
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The New Richmond Vews, in its version of the incident,

noted that the Klan tent was destroyed by fire of an unknown
origin "....together with the piano, seats and eVerything.2
Prior to the fire a rather boisterous meeting was held.
"There was no storm during the night, so the tent evidently
was not struck by lightning."2 The Spring Valley Sun said
that 1000 were gataered to hear Alfred Brown. 3rown was
said to have challenged a Catholic priest to answer him,
Father Rice appeared with several hundred sﬁpporters. The
priest proceeded to the platform after which a row
dcveloped.3
Warrants werc soon sworn out for the fourteen
individﬁals suspected of being iavolved in the Xlan tent

burning. The -warrents, charging the suspects vith

'

disturbing a public meeting, were sworn out on the complaint
of Jo He Neff who was said to be the Ku Klux Klan organiger
at the meetings. * Cn Saturday, June nineteenth, eleven of
the defendants were arraigned.before Judge O0tto A, Arrquist
at Hudson Court House, All concefﬁed pleaded not guilty.
They were relezsed on a one hundred dollar boad with their
cases being adjourned until June twenty—eig%h. Attorney

¥illiam T, Doar sppeared for the defense.?

®New Richmond News, June 16, 1926, Pe Lo

3Spring Valley Sun, June 17, 1926, p. l.

4New Richmond News, June 23, 1926, p. 1.
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In an editorial entitled "He Vho Casts the Pirst
Stone," the Spring Valley Sun stated that the burning of
the teﬁt was to be regretted particularly because of the
effects the incident would produces No one, said this
Jjournal, helieved that the Xlaa would fail to retaliate,

It was now time for cooler heads to prevall else serious
consequences follow. Violence would beget violence. The
hatreds created as a result of this incident would last

a lifetimeis .

Mrs. Mark Kinney of River Falls hed a letter published
in the same issue OL the Sun. It was her 1ntentlon to
correct this gouraal's statements with regard to the Klan
tent fire., There was no fight as the Sun had stateds "The
Klansmen and Klanswomen and a few loyal citizens had to
stand by aﬁd see the-Stafé and Stripes of 0ld Glory tramped
in the dirt by the mob and were not able to 1ift a finger
to protect iteees" as the mob outnumbered the Klansmen |
twenty to one. "We had no arms, while they had guns, kmives
and clubs."6 There were only two hundred Klansmen who
had gatnered to hesr Alfred Brown. | /

The disgruntled Klanswomen charged that the riot was
planned by Father Rice. In addition, said Mrs. Kinney,

there were "esosorepresentatives from nearly every parish

5Edi'borial, The Spring Valley Sun, June 24, 1926, p. 6.

6Mrs. Mark Kinney, "Tae Forum," The Spring Valley Suan,
June 24, 1926, p. 1. '
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in this section of Visconsin numnbering about three
thousand Roman Catholics and a few Protestants."? The nob
gathersd at Hudson and drove to Horthline., _Latér, they
proceedcd to encircle the tent. The cars were 21l "....
armed to take any or all who tried to escape should the
word from ﬁheir leader be zi en.® Ted oy fhe priest; they
tried to enter the gate, The Klansmen told the crowd that
entrance was forbidden, The mob only laughed. They tore
two American flags by thé entry way and finally took
possession of the tent,

Then, charged lrs, Xinney, the mob "....smoked, cursed;
and made the most vulgar speeches I ever heard uttered by
hunan people.. They made fun of the song 'America' and the
Lord's prayer. In the midst of all the jesrs some of the
mob rose and shouted 'Dowa with the banner of the Klan and
up with the Flag of the Popelf"?. The Klan's banner was
considered to be the Flag of the United States. The
ruckus went on for an hour after which Father Rice'went
up to thg platform in an attempt to male Brown prove his
statements wade about the Catholic Church. However, Brown

was not there. A Mr, Neff attempted to talk to the crowd,

7Mrs; Mark Kihney, "The Forum," The Spring Valley
Suny; June 23, 1926, p. l.

: - 8

Ibide, De 1o

I1pid,
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remarks in the interest of truth.l?

The appointed time for the preliminary hearing soon
arrived, On the morning of June twenty—-eigth, Judge Otto

We Arnquist opened the proceedingse. The St. Paul Dispatch

thus described the setting. The fourteen defendgnts were
said to be under an armed guard of ten deputy sheriffs,
One half hour before the commencement of the hearing, five
hundred persons had jammed the coﬁrt room, "Hudson is
filled with automobilés of farmers and persons from
neighboring cities and townse. They began arriving ezsrly
today and were still coming at noon."3 Excitement was
gaid to be at fever pitch. Not only was the court room
filled to capacity, but hundreds were said to be milling
about the halls and the'grounds of the Court House. There
was Jjeering from the crowd when Organiger Nefrl testiried,
Judge Arnquist issued a seVere rebuke, "Later in the
morning_Judge Arnquist announéed thet due to wide interest
in the proceedings he would allow 'wide lafiﬁude in thé
testimony in order that the truth about the Klan might

be made known and to discourage and set right some of the

rumors that have been circulated.'"14

12Mrs. Mark ¥inney, "Thne Forum," The Spring Valley
Sun, June 24, 1926, p. 8.

135+, Paul Dispatch, June 28, 1926, pe Lo

141934,
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The St. Paul Pioneer Press noted that five hundred

persons braved the heat and jammed the court room to
overflowing. "Two girls in the crowded court room fainted
from heat in the forenoon session and several others
succumbed to the heat in the afternoon."l5 Hudson was said
to be sharpiy divided on the matter. Due to a manifestation
of partisanship during the hearing, St. Croix County Sheriff
Me C.‘Emgrson was ordered to clear the court room at the
next display of such action. "Thlis order was issued after
repeated cautionings and rebukes from the bench."16

Further ftension was added, seid the Pioneer Press,

when Ray Ce. Twining,an attorney from Milwaukee arriVed on
the scene. The purpose of the atﬁorney's visit was soon
evident, ‘It wes Twi~ing's intention to sue fifty Hudson
buSinesémen for the sum of two thousand dollars in damages
in connection vith the tent burning affair. However,

"the intention to sue for damages was made in letters
received by the businessmen a week 2g0 obut was not taken
vseriously until late today when Twining arrived to gather
evidence for his case.t! The attorney sald he defimitely

~intended to go on with the suite

The St. Paul Dispatch noted that the excitement which

was evident during the first day of the hearing had

‘ 15§j.,Paul Pioneer Press, June 29, 1926, pe l.
161piq, |
1T1p14.
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5 g A~
disappeared by the secound day of the procecdings, Hudson

had returned to an orderly condition,1® The ew Richnmond

News story paralleled tae Dispatch's in tais regard. .The
interest in the proceedings appearcd to have waned matcrially‘
as "the morbid curiosity seckers concluded the day before

that there wasa't going to be anything doing in their line,"19
The day was describedvas sweltering and torrid with the cdourt
room packed to the suffocating point, As-té disorder in the
court room, the'ﬂgﬂg_remarked that there was no foundation

to the stories appearing in a certain St. Paul paper. The
article was to be chalked up to the excitement and imegination
of the young reporter.20 That fever pitch exiéted ﬁés due

to the torrid temperatures and lack of ventilation., The

day was exceedingly Sultry. People were standing in the
aisles a2long the sides and in the rear--with ofheré standing
.on chairs’or were perched on window sills, rzdiators and
tégies. Still others stood within thae rail. The hearing
itself was not only devoid of thrills but rather tedious.

"Mhe court room was & sort of a‘Turkish bath on a large.
scale, People perspired gallons and gallons and everybody

'reduced' very materially."21

185+, Paul Dispatch, June 29, 1925, p. 1.

19y ew Richmond Yevws, Juae 30, 1925, D. le

201’0:3.(1 s De 3o

1 ‘
2 Ibid.
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As to the mattef of the armed guard, "'vhy, there'!s
absolutely nothing to the "tan deputies" story," said
Sheriff Y, C, Emerson %o ybﬁr correspondent, 'There was
on duty but one deputy and myself and nothing for us to do
in the way of maintaining order. Thefe‘was no digorder of
any sort. I never saw a crowd of that size more orderly
despite the lack of chairs and despite the torrid heat,1"22
Whatever violence there was, sald the Hews. "....was
confined entirely to thé vigorous use of fans...." and
whatever else could be coaverted into such.23 Still, the

Hudson Star Qbserver noted that "considerable partisanship

was manifested and on two occasions Judge Arnquist threatened
to have the court room cleared by Sheriff Emerson unless
better order prevailed."24

Tne New Richmond News also noted the appearance of

Attorney Twining from Milwaukee, Twining told a Hews
correspondent that he représented the state organization
of the Ku Klux Klan and was keenly interested in the |
proceedings. A civil suit would be brought agains* fifty
Hudson businessmen to recover damages for the Xlan Yent

destruction. The News noted that the businessmen involved

" had the received the following letter:

22y ey Richmond News, June 30, 1926, p. 3.

231pia,

24Hudson Star Qpserver, July 1, 1926; De Lo
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Neff stated that he was the Grand Titan of the Fourth
Province, Realm of Wiscousin, Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan.'28 Klan meetings had been held one week prior to
the events of June fourtcenth,. Advertisemeﬁts for;thesé
meetings consisted of handbills being displayed in that -
part of the state. |

The tent itself was forty by one hundred twenty
feet with plank seating and a platform twelve by twenty
feet in size. Decorations consisted of Americen flag
and bunting. There was also a player piano and Klan
parapnernalia such as robes, signs and handbi;lsgzg'

The Xlan meeting was to begin at eight thirty that

evening., However, said Neff, at eight fifteen, a large

mob gatihered at the gate and demanded to be admittied.

The crowd was told that it could not do so because the
meeting was for Protestants only and, as the grounds were
rented, it would be illegal to do so. But the crowd
entered in a boisterous manner " eeostating that they

were there to commit violence, stating to me that fact,n 0

The crowd was excited, said Neff, "....ond naturally

281est1monv of J. He Neff, State of Wisconsin v.

- Alex Lomnes, et al, June 28-29, 1926, File Noa. 9506, Ste
Croix County Court House, Hudson, Wisconsin - (hereufter cited
as Preliminary Hearing), pe. 1

2 s D
IIbig., p. 2.

OIbide, ppe. 2=34
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they cursed me; they God-damned me, if that is admiscable.
I hate to say it, yet I must; I was celled other namesSeess
the tent was filled up;...to its full capacity of a howling,
cursing,--you couldn't hardly call it an audience~—call
it a2 mob."3l The Xlensmen, said Mefs, tried to defend
themselves; Dr., Browvn was taken.to shelter, ﬁeff said
he then went to the platform and attenpted to ameliorate
the situation by a recitation of the Lord's Prayer and
the Singing of "imerica." This was met by jeers, cursing
and genersl disturbance by the anti-Klan element. WVeff
xplained that, after telling the mob it was acting
illegally, an attempt was made to explain the priaciples
of the Klan "e,..0ut I was told that they did not want to
hear anything about the Klan, They knew it all, but they
wanted to know about those demn lies that had been told
about the Roman Cathollc Church."32 - Weff, seeing that all
was futile, said he was about to dismiss the meeting when
Father Rice walked to the platform. Rice said he was
representing seversl ldcal priests and the Catholic people
with the intention of protesting the meeting and drivinag

the Klansmen out.33

31Testimony'bf Je He Heff, Preliminary Hearing, De e
3ZIbid., p. 4. MNeff's testimony that Srovn was teken
to shelTar contradicts Kinney's contention that 3rown
had to hide in the woods.

331bid. ~Father Rice was present on behalf of Father
Passbender of River Falls and Fatner Shanaghy o Ellswortie.
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Neff testified that he finally dismissed the meeting
but immediately saw several guns pointing at him., Neff then
| went to the back of the tent to the yells of ",...'kill
him;' 'lynch him,' 'mob him,' ‘we want Pat Malone; where is
he? Where is Dr., Brown? we want him; we want Neff, 134
Neff said he managed to escape through the side of the tent
to his car--—after managing to hastily rebuke the crowd for
its destruction. The organizer and several of his men |
drove to the Fillbach house where his wife and family were
iocated;35 Neff said he remained at the house until he saw
the tent in flames at which point he drove to River Falls.36

Under questiohing by Attorney Doar, Neff-méintained
that he was never arrested. The organizer said that he
was connected with the Ku Klux Klan since 1922'when he

joined the organization in Indiana.>! Neff said that he

34 Testimony of J. He. Neff, Preliminary Hearing, p. 5.

35_The Fillbach's were the people who rented part of
their acreage to the Klan,

3®pestimony J. He Neff, Preliminary Hearing, p. 5.

311%1d.4, . Pe Te This is particularly interesting in
view of the fact that Indisna was having a Klan problem of
disastrous proportions, Neff said that he had been in
Brownsburg, Indiana from January of 1922 to January of 1924
as an executvive of the Big Four Railroad. Interestingly
enough, the local Brownsburg newspaper, in a persoral letter,
gtated that their files contained no information on the Klan
or Neff, In January of 1924, Weff had removed himself to
. Chippewe Falls, Wisconsin, where he was engaged as a fieldman
for the Klan., It was while residing at Ladysmith, Wisconsin,
(November 1924-December 1925) that he became the Grand Titan
of the local Province, Since December of 1925, Neff had
been residing at Chetek—-which, incidentally was also Pat

Malone's headquarters..
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earned nis living by ﬁorking for theﬁ. At first, Neff
refused to divulge information about his wages and other
interests in the Xu Xlux Klan, Iater, however, he did state
that his income was four dollars pef man enrolled., The four
dollars came out of an initiation fee. As to whether his
living depended on enrolling as many members as possible,
‘Neff said fhat this was_hot the case since he was.iﬁterested
iﬁ building the Ku Klux Klan.out of the best timber ke could
get--regardless of the commission he received., Still, it
was his 1iving.38

Neff said that he had been connected with the entiré
province of the Ku Klux Klan—-which included the St. Croix
Valley—-for.one year., Meetings had been conducted in the
Valley only during the two previous weeks and these had.
been at North Line. Prior to that, he had besn in River
Falls for a month. As the Grand Titan of Province Number
Four, it was nis Job to supervise Klan activities in twenty-
one counties--Pierce and St. Croix Counties included.39

Pat Malone's affiliation with the Klan was:just as

a lecturer, This also applied to Dr. Browvn. Everybody
‘but Protestanits was excluded from the meetings because the

meetings were of a private, Protestant and invitational

38Testimony of Jo He Neff, Preliminary Hearing, pp. 7-8.

391bid., ppe 8-9 | -
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‘nature, Hence not all American citizens were permitted to
attend,

Neff insisted.that the uninvited crowd poured through
the gate. As to Father Rjce being recognizéd as a Catholic
priest, the organizer stated that Rice introduced himself
explaining that he was there on behalf of his colleagues
and people; Neff said that Rice had not been given
permission to speak, nor did the priest tell the crowd to
act in a courteous manner, Neff said that he had no
knowledge of an invitation being issued to a priest; that
no charges were leveled against the priesthood; and that
he never heard about any reflections being made against the.
Catholic Church, its priests, sisters and faithful-;at least
not at Northline, Neff admitted to hearing these accusations
at River Falls.. But the challenge to debate was issued to
FPather Fassbender by Pat HMalone., Neff insisted that Father
Rice was never challenged'at Hudson, 40

The first witness for the defense was Father Peter
Rice, Answering Aftorney Doar, Father Rice testified that
he knew of the Klan meetings at Northline through the Xlan
placards he had seen displayed. In addition, Father Rics
said he had received anonymous letters from several places:

in the country--letters which had Pat MalonefS‘picture on

them. Contained in the letters were charges made against

40 . _ .
' v of . . )
Pp. 13_$§?t1monj of J. H. Neff, Preliminary Hearing,
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the morality of e#ery Catholic-priest in the county. The
letters arrived after the first of the River Falls meetings.4l
Father Rice testified that the substance of his sermoﬁ

was that ",...6ur Catholic people should protest, not by way
of violence or physical force, but by pamphlets in writing
and by requestéd permission to attend meetings and ask them
if we could get’a}chance to refute their statements as to
the moral character of the Catholic priesthood in general
and the priests of the county in particular." As to tae
remarks mede at the Catholic Guild meeting that Sunday
afternoos, PFather Rice told the ladies that they should
defenhd the sisters' and fheir honor by protesting in a
dignified manner against individuals who saw fit to admit
anti-Catholic lecturers within their home. The Catholié'
sisters were cherged with being "....the mistresses of
~of Catholic Priests." These statements were made at
River Falls and at Northline--only with more inuedﬁo.42

- Father Rice admif%ed'to attending the Klan meetiag,
but that it was more of a spur 6f the moment type of thing.
He had no intention of doing'éo wnlle at the Elks meeting.

The priest expected that, 1f there were to be a debate, the

41Testimohy of Pather Feter Rice, Preliminary Hearing,
Pe 78,

2 .
Ibide, PP.79-80
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confrontation would tazlke place at Hudson. Father Rice
went to the meetings at the request of Joe 0'Connell and
James lcllahon. Also, the Klan had issued an invitation.
"That was the sole reason I went, because I was a man and
wouldn't back down where challenge was made."43 Father
Rice said he went into the tent, quieted the people dowm,
and asked Weff if he could say a few words, WNeff said
Moertainly.!'" Father Iice told neff tnat " I nad come out
here in response to repeated'challenges brought to me,
coaveyed to nme, to refute or ask for proof of any charges
against the morality of any Catholic priest in this county,
_any sister, or his housekeeper."44 The priest then told the
people to keep quiet. Rice told Weff that "....I wented
proof given of any statement that any of the Klan members
had to meke against any Catholic priest in the county,
to make it now."45Neff, in a low tone, replied that none
had been made o Neff seemed to be a little excited at this
juncture.45 Father Rice then testified "I ssid, as a

Catholic priest I protest agéinst being slandered or my .

~ 43Testimony of Father Peter.Rice, Preliminary Hearing,
p.. 804 | | ‘
44Ib1d., D» 8le

1y14,

461114,
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brother priests being slandered. I did not say that they
must be driven out....No incitement or violence was eilther
literally or intent in my talk...I deny any literal
expression that can be interperated...legally...with intent
toward physical force or disrupting their...."meeting.47
Father Rice said that after his speech he immediately
went home.48

As to the matfter of the challenge, Father Rice testified
that it was direct inasmuch as the placard issued at the.
River Fells meetings challenged Father Fassbender and other
priests. It did not matter who authorized the placard as it
was still the same organization. 3Besides "....they would
be alike in their dirty methods."4S In regard to the
stateménts mede at Northline, the Pastor testified that he
was informed "....they were asking for the Catholic priest
out ‘there, people in Klan uniform and several people called,
'why don't you bring out your old priest."5o Father Rice
sald that he ignored previous challenges because he believed
it not to be the opportune time to go out"....but I thought
I would back down before no man when he challenged my
character. "2l Kirk then asked if Father Rice was directly

attacked., The priest explained that a general attack was

417estimony of Father Peter Rice, Preliminary Hearing,
Pp. 81-82

8 . .
4 Ibide, Pe 826
431vid,, p. 83

507bid., pe 84.

511pia,
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against all Catholic priests in the county and "....the fact
that I was a priest in the county was a specific attack,
because there gre only five priests’'in the county. n52
Father Rice had no prior knowledge that there was to
be a crowd o? several quodrcd parishoners at Worthline—-~
though he had heard rumors that a Catholic crowd would be
there. Even so, the purpose in going out was to defend the
character of the Catholic priesthood and slsternood. Father
Rice also testified that he did not believe t-at his concern
over the statements of the Ku Klux Klan would serve %o
influence his parishoners.55 FPather Rice did not advocate
physical violence. He testified that "I did not...my
Catholic people were 1nSuructed in church to :avoid physicsl
violence with anybody, but I said to my people that when
your Catholic priesthood is attacked and the honor of
’Catholic women and sisterhood, that you should answer back
and ask for proof of the siatements they were making."54
As %o insfructing the Ladies Guild to go down to Disney's,
FPather Rice said that "I did,—Pardon me, that is incomplete,

On Sunday afternoon the 13th I think I suggested to the

52Testlmony of Fether Peter Rice, Prellmlnarj
Hﬁmyg.p.S& 4

53Ibid., ppe 85-86.

241bid., pe 86.
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ladies that they sec Mr. and Mrs., Disney and ask them 1f
it was their intent +to insuit their Catholic neighbors by
keeping anti-Catnolic lecturers in their home."55 3But the
priest did not know that this was the Disney's only source
of income, Fatner Rice did not want to have anyone put
oute It was just Yo be a protest.>® Regarding the question
of whether harboring the Klan lecturers indicated the
Disney's true feelings in the natter, Father Rice replied
that "....under the circumstences it would indicate at
least a sympathye®! The Pastor testified that it was his
belief that there was no connection/between'the action of
the Ladies Guild and the Xlan tent burning.’® Under
additional questioning, Father Rice explained that He did
not rile up tie Catholic men, but did impress upon them
the necsssity of upholding the nonor of their women,59

The prosecutor then asked the Pastor whether he gave.
advance notice to the effect that he would engagé Elan
lezders in debate. Pather Rice expiainéd.that "I mentioned

in a lecture given in the church to the Catholics and non-

55Testiozony of Pather Feter Rice, Preliminary
hearing, p. 87 ‘

561014,
5T1bid,
581b1d.
591bid.
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Catholics earlier in the ysar, that I stood ready to
meet any place, zay time, any anti-Catholic lecturer as
long as I.was given a falr show and falr hearing for debate.
That was sometime in March, and I believe you were present
in the Catholic church the same night Mr; Kirk, because
I saw you,"60

Replying to defense Attorney's Doar's question on a
printed challenge, Father Rice szid that he had one 1in his
possession which read as follows. "..ss'as a rule I debate
only with priests but due to the fact that Pather Passbender
is too big a coward to meet me in open debate, I will be
glad to mest your men Emnil E. Holms....'"61 As to the
Pastor's feelings toward Hudson's Protestant community,
Rice testified that "....my experience generzlly 1is the
Protestant people are as fine people as there is in
America; I want no religious bigotry.“52 Thus was
concluded the priest's testimony in the matter,

In nis summation for the State, Kirk dewanded that
all defendants be bound over to the Circuit Court for

trial. TPFsther Rice was said to be norally responsible. -

60Testimony of Pather Peter Rice, Preliminary
Hearing, p. 88. |

6l1pia,
62
Ibid., po 89.
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for the riot;63 Defense Attorney Doar, in a éomplete end
total condemnation of the Xlan, demanded that the cases be
dismissed.b4 as County Judge; Arnquist was only empowered
to determine wnether the défendants should'be'turned over
to the Circult Court for trial.®% Judge Arnquist in
arriving at his decision, issued a ringing dehunciation
of the Klan,

Said the Judge:

"It is regrettzsble that any such organization
should have come nere,...There is no question
but that it tends to malke bittemess, strifs-
and violence. There have besn a nuuber of
such movements in the past, and many of them
created violence,....One cannot blame Fr. Rice
for being indignent at the charges of
immorality made against him and the Catholic
priesthood in Klan meetings and hence cannot
condemn him for going to the Klan tent when
told, through bad judgement, that he was
invited there to defend himself against them,

The doctrines for which the Klan stand

are well known, and are antagonistic to

those of the Catholic Church. Because of
this, and the charges nmade against nin, Ir.
Rice was naturally against Klan.

638.1dwin Bullstin, July 2, 1926, p. L.
64

65§§. Paul Dispatech, June 29, 1926, p. l. William
Ts Doar, Jr., in a personal letier, said that "I remember
my father talking about the Fr. Rice-Xu Xlux Klan case,
It was one of the highlight cases of his legal career."
As to his father's summation. "We do not still have files
that go back that far....and therefore cannot provide you
with a transcript of my falther's argument to the jury,."
(Personal letter of William T. Doar, Jr. to John A
Turcheneske, Jr., January 12, 1971.5

St. Paul Fioneer Press, June 30, 1926, p. 1.
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Because of this he szid in his church that a
protest should be made against the charges.
He had no violence in nis mind, only
protection of the Church and himself from.
the charges. From this, the District
Attorney has deduced a moral responsibility
of Fre Rice for the riot. There is no legal
responsibility atiaching o him, and that is
vhat we are examining here. Thcrefo”g, it
is my duty to discharge Father Rice.0 |

Tony Lombard end George Hennesy were acquitted567 The
remaining eleven defendants were bound over for the
Fall term of the Circuit Court.68

In the aftermath of the trial, the Eammond News

noted that a great deal of feeling was being created over
fhe incident. Many different stbries were sald fo be
circulating. hese had goiten to be so out of proportion
that it was getting rather difficult to obtain any accurate

information on the happenings.®9 The Baldwin Bulletin

noted that feeling was running rather high in Hidson,
‘Shariff Emerson was said to be taking-precautibns to
Prevent any reprisals that might‘occur. After the hearing
was céﬁcluded, Klen members and synpathizers gathered to
discuss Arnquist's decision. Those who sympathized with

the defendants did the seme,l0

66521 awin Bulletiny July 2, 1926, pe le

67Hew Richmond News, Juane 30, 1926, p. l.

%8mudson Star Ovserver, July 1, 1926, p. 1.

69Hammond Vews, July 1, 1926, pe le.

T08p1dwin Bulletin, July 2, 1926, pe 1.
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Thc New Richmond ¥News noted that Hudson was indeed

getting plenty of publicity. Most of it, however, was_bf
an undesirable nature, The Kluxer rumpus managed to push
the town right onto the front page. Sald the Kews of the
publicity, "It reminds one of what the manager of a 10-20-
%0 show once said to this writer: 'I don't care vhether
you write us up or write us down, but great Scott, don't
ignore us any longerttnTl  sti11, the‘cnding of the Klan
tent affeir had yet to be written.

The Woodville Times noted in Dctober that the Xlan riot

éagse was scheduled for: the fall term of the Circuit Court,
However, there was some talk that this case might not be
called., District Attorney Kirk, though, insisted that,

if at sll possible, he would bring the matter to trial,’2
In a succeeding issue, the gigg§.3aid that the Klen rio%t
case was not to be tried that Fall after all, Indeed it
was exceedingly doubtful that the case would even come to
trial. This was particulérly so because "..,..with the
present evidence (or lack of evidence) no conviction
could be secured, and District Attorney Kirk does not

- went to make a fizzle of it."73 Even so, the case was

Tlyew Richmond News, June 30, 1926, De 3e

73Woodville Times, October, 1, 1926, p. l.

T3Woodville Times, October 8, 1925, ps L.
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put over to the March term.
In November, the County Zlaims Commission was

o

approéched with a claim of $1987 for the loss of the Klan
tent. This was said to be the biggest item before the
Claims Commission.74 The Commission, composed of N. E.
Franer, J. V. Hanley and Elmer Afdshl, dissallowed the
claim. As to the rationzle benind its action, the
Commission statéd'that it was a matter for the courts:
o handle.!?

The Xlan riot case did not reach the Circuit Court
for the Spring Term of 1927. In the interest of a
peaceful settlomemt of the case, Spepcer Haven put in
an gppearance before the St. Croix County Board which
convened a special sgssion on Saturdey, May seventh.
Haven said that the Catholics had subscribed five hundred
dollars to this end. Various Hudson businessmen coatributed
a total of four hundred dollars. It was Haven's belief
that, if the County were to contribute five hundred
dollars, the case would be settiled out of court.’®

The County Board acceded to this request with the

clain being charged to the next year's tax receipts. One

T4B21dwin Bulletin, November 26, 1925, p. Ll.

75New Ricamond News, November 26, 1926, pe 1.
76

Hudson Star Ohserver, May 12, 1927, p. 1.
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source noted thet Mtue Xlen will accept the $1400 in full
for all demages and drop the sult, which was bothering a
number of people quite badly.!! As to the individuals who
instigated the incident at Northline, the identity of the
participents would remain & mystery. The Klan riot case

was clossd.

77St. Croix County Doard Proceedings, %p601q1 Seszion,
Hudson, Wiscomsin, May 7, 1927, 055/1/2, Area Research
Center, W sconsin State Un1VGfsltj, River Falls, T"’Jx.szcorlswl,
VII, p. 66.; The Joodville Times, May 11, 1926, p. 1.




Chapter 7

CNE MAN'S VENDETTA

The élection year of 1926 did not see the state
1egistative.campaign in St. Croix County come to a close
without any politically acrimonious:rgpercuséions.bflﬁvolvéd
in the one recorded instance of a political fracas was one
Ethan B, Minier w20 was running on the Republican ticket
in his bid for reelection to the Wisconson State Assembly.
Assemblyman Minier, a resident of the Town of Stanton,
came out of the September seventh primary a narrow losele-—-

- his oppononet, Robert M. Graham, of the Town of Warren,
being the victor. Election returns showed Gfaham the winner
by a mere 114 votes with a total vote of 2732 as opposed

to 2618 for Minier.l |

For Minier, the tele had yet to be told. On October
gixteenth, the determined candidate filed as an independent
at the Hudson Court House for the general élection to be
held on November second.2 In an open political advertisement,
Assemblyman Minier made it known that he was still very

much irn the running.> Minier explained that it

lNew Rlchmond Newg, September 11, 1926, p. 1.

2Tpid., October 16, 1926, p. l.
3Ibid., October 27, 1926, H. l.
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was "at the urgent requést of my friends in all parts of
Ste Croix Countye...."that he continue nis campaign for
reelection.4
Continuing, the candidate stated that his friends

believed he‘was'not beaten fairly in the preceding‘primary.
Thefe was a reason for this. Ip the Assémblyman's opinion,
- there was the circulation of what Minier deemed to be an
illegal ballot. Minier further charged that this ballot—-
alleged to have been distributed by his opponent and other -
individuals~~was responsible for his being denied a bertﬁ on
the general election ballot.? The illegal ballot was
supposed to,have been ".,...secCretly placed in nearly every
polling place and in soue inétances evenn in the voting
‘booths, all coatrary to the criminal law."6‘ Minier went on
to say that he would "....endeavor to maeke the Corrupt
Practices Act mean and do what it purports to mean and do
and to make i} enforceable with even more drastic penalties;
to curtail if not make impossible political activities by
secret and anonymous political organizations which work in
the dark, stab in the back...." and blatantly violated the
law‘as it then stood.t | |

For the second time in as many months, the electorate‘

of St. Croix Counfy maendated that Ethan B, MNinier be turned

4New Richmond News, October 27, 1926, pe le

5Ivid..
61vid.
TIvid..
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out to political pasturc. Grzham won handily over the now
lame-duck Assemblywan. The fssemb15 18a elect's margin was
1328 votes for a total of 3547 ballots as opposed to
Minier's 2219.,8 Minier rcfused to concede defeat. The.
defeated candidate cried foul and immediately proceeded to
invoke the Corrupt Practices Act.

A week after the general slection, petltlon was made
to Governor Jonn Je. Blaine that an investigation of the
recent election be made pursusntto the appropriate
provisions of the Corrupt Practices Act.? Mini&rfs position
was that the sample ballot circulated prior to énd during
the election was of dublous origin and that this ballot was
circulated by the wvictor of the late contest, among others,
Robert M, Brsham. The ballot which supported Granam for the
post of Assemblymsn was of questionable origin because it
was spousored by'the Law Enforcement Léééue of St. Croix
County.l0 But more importantly, it was Hinier's belief that

- the Law Enforcemeant League was comnposed of members of the

Sew Richmond ¥ews, October 27, p. 1.

Fpetition of Tthen B. Minier to Governor Joan J.
Baline, Hovemver 11, 1926, Correspondence Relative to
Request that Tnvestlwdtﬁon be had to determine whether or
not Corrupt Practice law of this State was violated by R. M.
Graham of St. Croix County, Corrupt Tractice Act Violations
Investigation, Executive Departneat, Administration,
Investigation of Charges, Surveys, Qelwef Disasters and
Social Unrest, 1926-1927, Series No.' 1/1/8—1 Box No. 30,
the State Historical Societ.y of Wiscounsin, Archlv“s
Division, Madison, Visconsin (hereafter cited as CPL), De l.
Minier based his arguments on Sections 12,22 and 12, 24 of the
Wisconsin Statutes for 1923.

loIbld .
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Ku Klux Klan of 3%t. Croix County and "....that the
candidates endorsed Wy sald so-called lLaw Enforcement
League were members of or favorable to fhe principles of
the Xu Klux Klan,"ll |

It was then charged that Grsham was a meaber of the
Klan, Not only had Klan members circulated the ticket,
stated Minier, but a good many of the spurious ballots had
found their way into nearly every polling booth in the
county on tihe morning of the election.l2 Minier continued
to the effect that Grazham and several individuals unknowm
to the petitioner were in complete charge of procuring and
clrculating the ballots. ' S P s ——

Moreover, Minier's opponent was alleged to have
personally delivéred one of the ballots to a W. A. Lamb at
the Glenwood City Fair in August, explaining to Lamb that
"tYou may be surprised to'see the name of Norman Larson on
this ticket, but he is. all right now.'“lﬁ Continuing, the
defeated Assenmblyman alleged that his opponent owed his
election to the circulation of the ballot in question..
Minier then noted that, during the primary campsign, he

had resolutely denounced the principles of the ¥lan,l4

lpetition of Etaan B..Miniér to Governor John J.
Blaine, November 11, 1926, CPI, p. 2.

12114, |
- 137piq.

ld1pig.,
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As to the printing and circulation of the ballots, it
was believed that these actions were in violation of the
Corrupt Practice Act bhecause the tickets falled to show
both the name and address of the autinor and publigher,
Reiterating a previous charge, ¥inier stated that "....in
truth sad in fact, the Law Enforcement League and the Xu
Klux Klan are identical tut that the Ku Xlux Xlan and its
officers did not dare to show their true colors."l® The
Law Enforcement‘League was supnosedly derelict in its duty
for its failure to file with the St. Croix County Clerk =
statement totaling its dishursements expended during the
dourse of the late campaign. R o -

Immediately following the primary, stated Winier, the
matter of the counterfeit ballot was broﬁght to the
attention of William R. Kirk, District Attorney for St.

Croix County. The Assenblyman cleimed that ke demanded

Kirk tzke immediate action on the matter to determine whether

the Corrupt Practices Act had been violated. Kirk was szid

to have refused this request. It was then noted that the

- District Attorney's name had appeared on the ballot.16

Evidence of a sufficient nature, sald Minier, would be

available to show that Grzham was present at the meeting

held in Roberts wherein the candidates shown on the ticket

15Petition of Ethan B. Minier to Governor John J e
Blaine, November 11, 1926, CPI, Ps 3.

161pig,
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were endorsed by ti ¥lan.l? The remainder of the petition
was a repetitvion of previous charges.

The petition to Blaine requesting permission to
coumence court action against the Klan was enclosed in an
additional comnunication to the Governor, In his letter,
Minier stafed that in addition to what was alleged in the
petition, he had proof positive that many Klansmen in his
part of St. Croix County were involved in the distribution
of the spurious ballot. TFurthermore, the Assemblyman knew
"e..ownere they had the meeting where they framed up this
ticket. It was in Roberts, Grahan's own towm."1® It was
the petitioners's belief that once the electorate was
cognizaent of what he was attempting to accouplish, further
light would be shed on the natter,

The affiant further contended that the ticket's
sponsors were as bitter towa}d the Governor as they were
to him, ‘Nothing would "....tend to discredit them more
than a successful prosecution of this case.19 Hinier also
related that he knew where the ticket had been printed. It
was asserted that an individual by the name of Chinnock, who

-had a print shop in River Falls, not only printed the ballot,

17Pet1tlon of Ethan B. Minier to Governor John J,
Blalne, November 11, 1926, CPL, De 3o

181ctter of Ethan B. Ninier to Jonn J. Blaine,
November 11, 1926, John J. Blaine Papers, Wisey Msse PL
the State T 1st0flcal Society of Wisconsin, Madison,
Wisconsin (nereafter cited as Blalne ‘Papers), Box 5

191b1d.
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but was engaged by the Klan to do all of its print work,.20

‘Should the Governor deign to permit a commencement of
the suit, Minier stated that a Dan Grady would be-his'first
choice for counsel, TWere Grady not able to act on behalf
of thé plaintiff, Ferris Thite, an attorney at River Falls,
would be thé other alternative.?l Minier believed that
this case would make an excellent testing ground as to the
viability of the Corrupt Practices Act. In a postscript,
the Assemblymzn exclaimed that "I love the Klan as the
devil loves holy water ,n22

Governor Blaine replied that action could be initiated
through application to the County Judge, the Attorney
General, or the Governor. However, the law provided that
there must be sufficient evidence M.....%o show that there

1s probable csuse to believe that such proceeding may be

~successfully mainteineds..."23 Furthernore, it was pointed

out that the court proceedings would be only of an
investigatory nature. If the Court found that the Corrupt
Practices Act had indeed been violated, it was to certify

sucn findings to the Secretary of State who ia turn was to

notify the proper legislative body. The Court, said Blaine,

did not have the power to render a binding decislion and

Zlyinier to Blaine, November 11, 1926, Blaine Papers,
Box 59.. -
22
“Ibida
23p4ter of Joun J. Blaine to Ethan B. Minier
November 19, 1926, Blaine FPapers, Box 59




declare the election void.24 Blaine then proceeded to
explain tha+t the Wisconsin constitution "....provided
that each house shall be the judge of the election, returns

and qualifications of its own members."25 1In previous

. cases of a similar nature, the courts had consistently

vupheld»thié'provision of Wisconsin's constitution,

In his concluding remarks, the Governor explained
that initiation of court action in Minier's case would be
futile, particularly so as ",...such special.proceedings
would present purely a moot question and the court's
findings would be purely advisory."26 The court, in all
probability, would not deign to undertake jurisdiction inm
this matter. It was the Governor's belief that such
.proceeding would not be successfully maintained against
Graham especially as the charges were brought forth aftfer
the election., The nature of the gquestion involved would
have been different had the charges beén ralsed prior to
the placing of the individual's name upon the ballot. It
would then have been a matter of deciding whethér_the
candidate was entitled to have his name placed on.the | .
ballot prior to the election., JI Sle.es"said the Governor,

", ...compelled, as a matter of law, and in the belief that

such proceeding cennot be successfully

24p1aine to Minier, Novenmber 19, 1926, Blaine Papers,
Box 59.. S

2 1bid..

261pid..
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maintained, to deny the application."27 Upon a
momentary change of nind, the Governor sent lMinier a
telegram to the effect that reconsideration éf.the
denial might be in order.28 |

In expressing pleasure over Blaine's change of mind,
the defeatéd candidate remarked that he could "....certainly
raise hell with that Klan....I a2m sure I can make it hot for
the outfit."29 Minier requested anew that Dan Grady be
appointed as counsel, Ferris Thite was again mentioned
as second choice in this regard.

The choice for counsel fell.upon Ferris White of River

Falls.’? Explaining the circumstances surrounding linier's

petition, the Governor stated that it was his desire +to
appoint a competent attorney in Western Wisconsin to act

on this matter. Blaine wanted to know whether Wnite wished

to act on this matter. Upon receipt of Blainel!s communication,
WVhite telegramued tne Governor that he would "....act as
requested if sppointment necessary."3l |

Upon being advised that Attornéy Thite would accepnt

27
Box 59.

2Bmelegran of John J. Blaine to Ethan B. Minier,
November 20, 1925, CPI. . '

‘ 29Letter of Ethan B. Minier to John J. Blaine,
November 20, 1926, Blaine Papers, Box 59.

Blaine to Minier, November 19, 1926, Blaine Papers,

Oretter of John J. Blaine to Ferris Wnite,
November 22, 1926, CPI..

3lpelegran of Perris M. White to John J. Blaine,
November 23, 1926, CPL.
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the appointinent were he requested to, Governor Blaine
enclosed Miniler's petition in a letter which detailed

ﬁore fully his position in the matter. Explaining that he
did not "....want to saumt this over to you until you have
consideredeeme legal prepositions whican I think are very

- importent", the Governor delimited the Court's course of

action.32 The case of "State v. Board of Canvasser's,

36 Wis, 498" was cited as a prime example of the Court
upholding the constitutional provision that "....each
house shall be the judge of the election, returns and
qualifications of its own members,"J>

Repeating earlier forebodings, Blaine remarked that

~the case involved a moot question and that, under the

circumstances, any litigation engaged in might prove to be

futile;?4 The problem here was that Graham had been duly

32Let1;er of John J, Blaine to Ferris H, Whlte,
November 24, 1926, CPL,
: 331vid. Tae provision referred to is Section 7 of
Article IV of the Wisconsin Constitution.

34Io:Ld Blaine further contended that " some states,
among them Massachusetts, have authorized courts to give
the legislature an advisorj opinion with respect to some
partlcular Teflslatwo", ianvolviang its validity or
invalidity. This is not analogous to that situation, however,
as the Legislative body that has the spe01al power to
determine the quallflcatloa of its own members hasn't
asked the court for an advisory opinion, nor has it given
the court any authority to render to it an advisory
opiniones Our law is a general law, but under the
constitutional provision cited, the question is, would the
court taxe jurisdiction?h
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elected. As was explained to liiaier, fhe real question
involved surrounded the validity of the ballot. Zad the
complaint beun made prior to the placing of Graham's neme on
the ballot, the probability of making a case would have
been high as the question would then be whefher Graham was
entitled to have his name on the ballot.>?

Blaine noted that he did not desire to request an
attorney to undertake such litigation unless he was
convinced that the court not only had jurisdiction but that
it could exercise that jurisdiction.36 The Governor franlly
admitted that there was grave doubt in his mind as to the
validity of Minier's claim.>! No opinion was asked of the
Attorney General as it was his.policy to "....presume an act
valid unless it is clearly held to be invalid.">® A1l the
Attorney General could advise, said Blaine, was that the
Governor "....ought not to authorize an extraordinary
proceeding™ if it were his belief that the petition could
not be upheld because of the probable invalidity of the

appropriate section of the Corrupt Practices Act as it

3Blaine to Wnite, November 24, 1526, CPL,
361p1d,
3T1pig,

3SIbid;




pertained to this issue,d”
The rationale behind Blaine's presentation was that
he desired Waite to get the Governor's view of the problem
1,...nefore getting you into sdmething wnere you might
feel the prospects of success were extremely doubtful, 40
Before Blaine rendered a final decision, he wanted White's
0pinion of the prdspects for success in the Minier matter,
In conclusion, the Governor said that "I might add that I
haven't examined the details of the petition from the
standpoint of whether or not it presents facts which, if
true, would coustitute a wilolation of the law. It |
probably does."4l .
Ferris White concurred with the Governor's opinion
that the court was without jurisdiction. The key to this
was Section 7, Article IV of the Wiscousin constitution
which provided that "....'sach house shall be the judge
of the elections, returns and qualifications of its omn
members;ﬁ"42 Purthermore, Section 8 of Article VIII
provided thet "'the circuit courts shall have Jjurisdiction
in all matters civil and criminal within this state, not .
excepted in the constitution.'"43 This meant that the
39B1aine to Waite, November 24, 1926, CPI.
WOrbia.

H1pig.
42Letter of 17‘err:1.s “1e Vhite to John J. Blaine,
November 27, 1926, CPI.. '

431 vid.
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courts‘could not exercise jurisdiction in a ease such as
Minier's, Vhite noted that the State of Montana had a
corrupt practicé law similar to Wisconsin's vig-s-vis
Sections 12,22 td 12,24 inclusive, By way'of citing
precedent, Waite stated that in a case similar to Minier's,
a Montana 6ourt, in a clear cut opinion, held that state's
corrupt practice law to be of no effect and
unconstitutional.44 white alsé_agreed with the Governor
that had "....the petitioner...proceeded in the proper
jurisdiction before the election to restrain the placing

of Greham's name on the ballot the court would have had

jurisdiction."4> Blaine agreed that Thite wasmco?reCt in
hisg opinion, thus giving the Governor no basis on which to
initiaté a full scale investigation into Kinier's
complaint.46

| Meanwhile, lMinier was gelting rather anxious. Tine
was getting short and if a case were to be made if would
have to bedone quickly else all would be lost.e In an
early December letter to the Governmor, the Assemblyman let
it be knovn that he had submitted a copy of the petition to
Attorney Den H. Grady. According to Minier, Grady

44¥nite to Blaine, Wovember 27, 1926, CPI.. The case
cited was State ex rel Smith v District Court 50 !
Montana 134,

45Ib1d. The precedent cited in this case was State
ex rel Hcivoy v Gllllam 60 Vash. 420.

: 46Lette" of §ommn J. Blaine %o Perrls n. White,
November 30, 1926, CFI. :
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M .eeknew of no reason vhy he could not give the matter
his personal attention."47 Minier was convinced that Grady

would act as counsel. PFurtheruwore, said Minier, "I am

also convinced that Mr. Grady, from reading the petition,
believes I have a good case or he would not have suggested
he would give the matter his personal attention if anything

,develoﬁed."48 As far as linier was concerned, he and the

Governor were in the same political boat with regard to
political affairs in St. Croix County. Ag such, there was
everything to gain by the initiation of such a suit.

A note of opportunism, however, comes through in
Minier's letter. "The way I read the law...." said the
Assenblyman,

is that i1f the court finds Graham guilty of

violating the Corrupt Practice Act he so

reports to the secy of state, the secretary

of state then reports the findings to the

chief clerk of the Assembly and then the

Assenbly may seat or unseat Graham., If he

is unseated and a special election is

ordered I will ggain be a candidate and

can win. Graham would ve disqualified from

running at a special election.49
Minier again urged the Governor to act quickly and
favorably stating that he had inferred from Blaine's

telegram that his previous opinion would be reversed o9

4TLetter of Ethan B. Minier to Joun J. Blaine,
December 1, 1926, Blaine Papers, Box 60,

481piqg,
491p14.
O1pia.
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Unfortunately for Minier, the Governor's decision

was not of a welccowme nature. Toting that copy of White's
opinion waS‘enclosed Blaine stated that no action could
be taken.,5l TLaunching into a discussion of the provisions
of Sectﬂons 12.22 and 12,24 of the Corrupt PfaCulC°S Act
and the app fopvlatp provisions of WlSCOﬂolq s constitution--
to the effect that the courts had no Jurlsdlctlon in the
matter--Blaine noted that court action would be futile as
the matter was of a non-juridical nature.22 Vhat Minier
should have done was to' contest Graham's name being placed

on the ballot prlor to the electloﬂ. Under the present

legel 01rcumutances, the Governor had no choice but to

deny liinier's petltlon.53

To say the least, llinier was rather surprised by the

Governor's reply. This is evidenced by the rather bitter

reﬁarks in Minier's reply. Tae Assemblym'" complained to

the extent that if it was too late to file the complaint,
just when was the a@propriaﬁéﬂtiﬂe? If tais was the case,
said Minier, then the Corrupt Pracficeszct was, for all
intents and purposes, meaningless, Pointing an accusing
finger at the Governor, the defeated candidate reminded

Blaine that "as a member of the state senate in 1911 when

51Letter of John J. Blaine to Ethan B. uiﬂWeP,
Novemier 30, 19 20, CcPL,

)ZIbld .

531vid.
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this law was enacted you should have discovered that such a
law would violate the provision of the coustitution
regarding legislative bodies'being the sole judge of i+ts
members."54 Still, it was MNinier's belief that the law did
not infringe on the constitutional rights of the legislative
bodies particularly because the court would not hand doym a
decision which would serve to oust a member-elect., Nothing
prévented the Governor from initiating such proceedings as
the final decision making power rested with the Assembly.
"That,,.." said Minier, "..e.ls wnat the law plainly states

and to argue anything else seems to me to be pure

subterfuge.,"?9 In closing, Minier insisted that Attorney

Grady's decision would have been the reverse of Vhite's.

Minier then requested the Zovernor to submit the petition to
Grady stating that he would be satisfied if it were Grady's

'belief that a case could,not.be made.56

Blaine's reply was not long in coming. "Replyling to

your favor of December 1lth, beg to state that during my six

Yyears as Governor it has not been my pirpose to attempt to
setisfy any individual's personal grievances. I am,
therefore, not concerned whether an individual is satisfied

or not."?! Blaine stated that it had been consistently his

54Letter of Ethan B, Minier to Joun J. Blaine,
December 11, 1926, Blaine Fapers, Box 60.

55Ibid.

- %61pia.

5TLetter of John J. Blaine to Ethen B. Minier,
December 14, 1926, Blaine Papers, Box €0.



policy to fulfill the requirements,

As to the nmatter of that part of the Corrupt Practices
Act dealing with election of members to the legislature
being invalid, this was not a recent discovery. Referring
to Gradyfs position on the matter, Blaine stated that "I am
very happy to know thet ¥r. Grady on December 10th last
wrote me as follows: 'I agree with your conclusions as to
the wmaconstitutionality of the provisions of thé Corrupt
Practice Acr insofar as it affects legislative offices,!"58

Rlaine further contended that "if a Legislative body in

all csses discovered that an act violajgg,j@gwinhibitions_qf
the'CQnstitution, and then eliminated the uncoanstitutional
provisions, such Legislative body would have reached close
to the idezl of perfection."59 Ands "Legislative bodies
not having reached that ideal of perfection, executlve
officers and courts in the execution of the law are not
warranted in attempiing to execute a law that is clearly °
invalid "60 As far as Joun J. Blaiaeywas.concerned, the
Ethan Minier affair was closed.. |

There is however, a short postscript to the affair,
Thefefstwhile Assemblyman‘presented a petition to the State

Assembly in which the expulsion of Graham was requested.61

58Flaine to Minier, becember 24, 1926, Blaine Papers;
BOX 69,&' . . o

59 .
Ihid,.
®01pid.
The Milwaukee Journal as appeared in the Baldwin
Bulletin, Pebruary 4, 1927, p. l.




In spite of this, Grahgm'was seated and served out his
entire term.Gz‘ Viewing this affair, one journalist was
moved to remark that "every knock is a boogt for Graham—-
especially from a defeated political opponent. The affair
would undoubtedly be cheap and valuable publicity for
Graham. If‘Gov. Blaine fefused to act it is a sure bet
Minier's arguments will last about like a snow storm in
June,"63

As to the Xu Klux Klan having any lasting influence in
the political fortunes of St. Croix County, the following
can be noted. By the end of 1926, the Klan was well on the
. wane as an activist fofce; The election of 1926 may have
seen Klan influence on the local political level in St..
Croix County, but the election of 1928 was another story.

Neither Robert M. Graham nor Ethan B, Minier were to appear

again as state legislators from St. Croix County.64

62np3 ographical,"” The Wisconsin Blue Book, 1927
(Madison: State Printing BoaTrd, L027), Ds T21e

?3"Editor's-thes," The Baldwin Bulletin, op. cit.,
Pe 10 :

64Subsequent inspection of The Wisconsgin Blue RBook
reveals that neither Grahem nor Minier held the office of
State Senator or Assemblyman., According to the Legislative
Reference Bureau (in @ personal letter dated January 13,
1971). "....we can find no record of the action you mention
in your correspondence. Tae 'Bulletin of Proceedings of the
1927 Wisconsin Legislature! contains no proposals regarding
Mr, Minier's claim, and consequently, the matter did not
formally come before the Assembly. Also, in checking our
newspaper collection for that year, we can find no mention
of such action." ' '




Chapter 8
PIFERCE COUNTY KLONCAVES

Rlver Falls and Ellsworth were two of the more
important areas of Klan activity in Plerce County. News
items relating to the Klan first appeared in Septeﬁber of
1925. Taking a winter hlatus, the Klan reemerged in the
Spring of 1926 as a factor in the life of both communities,
Campaigning briefly 1h River Falls, the main focus of Klan
activities was centered in Ellsworth for the duratlion of the
summer. Polarization over the organization was particularly
evident in Ellsworth. This divisiyeness”resuiféd“IﬁWEHé”“M“
sensational yellow fringe controversy.l Community
disfuption was primarily actuated during the Klan's presence.
However. the Klan ceased to be news after 1926 for several
reasons, The more lmportant consideration to be noted 1is
that the Klan was somewhgt discredited by the flag
controversy. Also, the Xlan organizers removed themselves

from the scene after the Fall of 1926.2

1The yellow fringe flag controversy refers to the
confrontation which resulted out of the Klan's objection to
- the standard regimental flag of the United States. The
details of the Klan-Ellsworth American Legilon affair at the
1926 Pilerce County Falr are related in Chapter Nine,

2Lett:er of Father J. F. Shanaghy to John J. Blaine,
November 5, 1926, John J. Blaine Papers, Wis,, Mss., PI,
The State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madlson,
Wisconsin (hereafter cited as Blaine Papers), Box 59.
The Klan tabernacle was removed to the Town of El Paso.
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Residenis of Fllswortn and environs were informed that
a Dr, T J. Connors would discuss the Ku Klux Klan in that
village on September 15, 1925,3 Dr. Connors, sn optometrist
practicing in Plum City, ceme to Wisconsin from Texas where
he had the opportunity of viewing the activities of the Ku
Klux Klan on a first hand basis.4 Explaining that Connors
would discuss the Klan as it really was, an‘invitation was
extended to ",...come whether you are Jew, Gentile,
Protestant or Catholic. Nothing but the facts will be
stated."d |

At the appointed time, there assembled a large crowd in
front of the Court House. Speaking on the Court House
Square, Connors, a FProtestant, lashed out against the
Kluxers.® There were many sympathizers in attendence. One
Klansman, after severalucfies:forﬂa debate , also addressed
the crowd. That the meeting aroused a great deal of
interest was demonstrated by a numberof groups discussing
the matter until eleven o'clock that night.? |

The Ben Meynard farm was the site of the early Xlem
meetings in the Ellsworth area. Pat Malone was billed as a

feature ctitraction.S Large numbers were attracted to the

- Lle
1l

Y3
[

3pierce County Herald, September 10, 1925,
4pierce County Herald, September 24, 1925,

e
*

Spierce Comty Herald, Séptember 19, 1925, pe le.

6Pierce County Herald, September 24, 1925, p. 1.
T1pid. |
8Ellsworth Record, September, 24, 1925. p. 1.
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Klen's last September meeting-—so much so that the capacity
of the tent was taxed to the limit.? Taough Orzanizer C. P.
Gaede refused to divulge the number of new initiates,
spectators gave the count at 150 men and women, Those
Klen meetings held in October were open only to members and
new candidétes.lo |

The final Ellsworth Klan conclave for 1925 was held on
Monday, October fifth. At this meeting, there was initiated
a large class and officers were elected for the Pierce
County Klavern. There would, however, bte a future meeting
éonvened at Beldenville., A speaker of national prominence
would be present. Though the Klan meetings were officially
at an end in Ellsworth,  the organizer said he would remain
in the territory uatil the Klan was recruited to full
strength, 1

Klan meetings commenced at River Falls in October of
1925 and were to continue for a period of two weeks.
Held at the River Falls Armory, the meetings were under the
direction of Organiger Gaede. 7Pat lialone was scheduled to
‘make an appearance sonetime during this period.'l2 In the
meantime, the Wisconsin Adjuntant General ordered the Klen

out of the National Guard Armory. The Kluxers were barred

9River Falls Journal, October 1, 1925, p. L.

103 erce County Ferald, October 1, 1925, p. l.

11Ellsworth Record, COctober 8, 1925, p. l.

12PierCe County Herald, October 22, 1925, p. l.
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from future use of this facility. Transferring its
activities to the 04d Fellows Hall, the Klan published and
circulated a poster which charged the denial of free
speech.,l? This was the last of the River Palls Klan
activities for the year 1925,

River Falls experienced a.heaVy sndwfall during the
first half of lMarch 1926. bespite the fact that the city
received twelve inches on Séturday, March sixth, a cfew of
fifty Kluxers embarked upon the coustruction of a Klan
tabernacle in the Brooklyn TJeights section of the town.

The majority of the counstruction crew was said to have come
from Ellsworth. Completion of the building was being rushed
inssmuch as the Klan revival meetiﬁgs were scheduled-to
begin the following week. Ciréulars-billing‘Pat Malone

as a leading Klan organizer in Wisconsin advertised that the
agitatorfwas»%d be the principel speaker at the
convocatioﬁs.14 ‘

Klan activities becamé rather boisterous in River Fslls
on the night of April third. Illuminafing bombs, fired from
the vicinity of the taoernacle, were exploded OVer the city
at frequent intervals. A twenty foot cross was also burned.
Though late in the evening, many townspeople assernbled on
the streets in expectation of a Klan Parade. The parade,

however, was not staged.

13River Palls Journal, October 22, 1925, p. l.

1%River Falls Journal, March 11, 1926, p. 1.
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Williem %, Doar, an attorney at New Richmond later
recelved word of the Klan's Saturday night activities, In
writing to Governor John J, Blaine, Doar eyP_“_ned that

the Ku Kiux Xlan burned a large cross at about
10:30 and at the seme time some hombs were
shot off which made a great deal of noise

I have slso been informed that one of the
pariicipants, and in fact a ring leader, was
Sheriff Franl: Baker of Pierce County. I am
informed by anon-~Catholics that he was present
at the meeting and cglled upon those present
t0 show théir imericanism by Jjoining the Klan
and is generzlly one of the ring leaders.,.

So far as nis 301n1nﬂ the Klan is

concerned I have no objection to that, or of
anyone else 301n_ht, but it seems to me that

the Sheriff of any county should not take . o
part in the burning of a cross and the

shooting of bombs to the disturbance of the

peace and quiet of a neighovorhood..

Doar reported the incident in the hope that Governor Zlaine
would conduct an investigation and take any necessary action

should the circumsterces warrant it.15

Governor Blaine replied that he knew the Klan was quite

active in Pierce County--cspeclally in River Falls where
they "....erected some building in which they have meetings
and in which some imposter speaks." As to Sheriff Baker's
involvement ian Klan activities, the Governor related that he
esoesaw Attorney Patterson of Durand yesterdsy
#and asked him to see if he couldn't get me
gone information on the sheriff's action. You

no doubt know him, and you may also realize
that it is pretiy hard to find out from

lsLetter of Willian T. Doar to John J. Blaine, ADrll 5,
1926 Blaine Papers,‘Bo“ 544
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anyone in River Falls about those matters. It
wouldn't do to write to the cheriff, I am sure,

but I am in hovpes that Patterson w 117 ve avle

to run across someone who can gel some specific

factse. - '
In any event, wrote the Governor, the Sheriff had no right
to participate in a demonsiration that was a breach of the
Peace~-nor did he have the right to cause such

16 Replying to the Govermor, Attorney Doar

demonstrations.
believed there would bBe no difficulty in "....getting non-
Catholics to testify that the Sheriff was taking part in
these demonstrations." Doar sald he would look into the

matter the next time he weat to River Falls.1l7

The most sensational event to 29gap in River Falls in

relation to the Xlan was the Fmil E. Holmes-Pat Malone

debate, Holmes, active in linnesota politics and president

of the VWorld War Veterans Association, first came tc River

Falls on Monday, April fifth., Vhat was describved as a

monster crowd assembled near the City Hall to hear Hblmes
deliver an anti-Klan spesch. Holmes issued a challenge to
Pat Malone to debate on the‘questioh of the Klan's
Americenism. Posters wére already circulsted about the
city announcing that the debate would be held on Friday

evening, April ninth., "Prospects of such a debate....aroused

16retter of Jotm J. Elaine to William T. Doar, April 6,
1926, Blaine Papers, Box 54.

17Letter of Willjiem T. Doar to John J. Blaine, April 9,
1926, Blaine Papers, Box 54 ' :
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considerable interest throughout the community.l® There
were doubts as to whether the Armory would nold g Fraction
of the expected crowds. ¥lensman assured the local paper
that Malone would meet Holmes in devate.l9

The Malone~Holmes debaté took place as scheduled,
However, the debate was held in the Klan tabernacle and not

in the Hational Guard Armory as previously advertised.

18piver Falls Journal, 4spril 8, 1926, p. 1.

lglbia The remerks in regard to Holmes speaking on
behalf of the Knights of Columbus are interesting ia view of
Father Peter Rlce's_teqtlnony as narrated in Chapter six.
It will be remenbered that Pather Rice received posters of a
siniler ansturc——with the ex cent*on that the povters gave the
impression that Folmes was the nriestea! rcpreseqtatlve. The
posters, ordered by Pat lalone snd printed by Rod Chinnok of
River Falls, "....also containad uncouplimentary rerf erences
to certain individugls." (River Palls Journal, July 1, 1925,

P. o

" The Fierece County HeTaTd of Ap”ll 8, 1926, had

the follow1n~ to say: "Ellsworih was pleatlfullv sprinkled
with posters Sunday morning, announcinﬁ that Pat llzlone,
Klen leader, had challenged Emil - olmes, wno came to River
Fallgs to speak iw the interests of the Knights of Columbus,
to debate at River Falls." (Elerce County Ferald April 8,
1926, Pe 4.) e

As seen in Chapter Six, the uncouplimentary remarks

were directed at tﬂc local Catholic priests. Either way,
the Fierce Couaty FHerald was misinformed. In its April 15,
1926 1ssue, the ﬁe: lc published the following retraction:
"The Herald was misinformed regarding the item published
last week about the debate scheduled for 15‘1‘1dav night at
River Palls., We stated that...Folmes would sneak in the
interests of the Knights of Columbus. We are ianformed that
e. .HOlmes is not a member of that order and that the X. of C.
had nothing to do with bringing nim to River Falls,"
(Pierce Coaaml Herald, Aprll 15, 1926, pe. l.)
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By the early afternoon of April ninth, hundreds from River
Falls and surroundiag communities had hesieged the Klan
tabernacle, Though the debate-waS'stiil hours away, the
tabernacle waes filled to capacity. As for the remainder
of the crowd "only a small portion...was able to géin
admittance; hundreds massed about the building trying to
listen through the doorways and even the tar paper was tarn
from the outside so that eager listeners might pesp or
listen through cracks in the sidi=g." The crowd was
described as being orderly. It was a "....Splendid
testimonial to tae character of the individuals presznt that
there wasn't a single instence of rowdyiéﬁ o;mﬁncga%fdiiéfle
mob impulse digplayed.” As to the outcome of the debate,
both sides were satisfied aﬁd continued to_retain their
respective viewpoints.ZO

Governor Blaine himself wés soon informed of this
debate, VWriting from Minneapolis on April sixteenth, Fnil
Holmes explained that lialone made various statements which
could bve taken into court. Holmes offered to take alone
into court if the ﬁisconsin Attorney General would
cooperate, Among Malone's charges was that the Governor
led the VWisconsin bootleg ring., Also charged with violation
of the Eighteenth Amendment waé‘Archbishop legsmer of
Milwaukee., There were, wrote Holmes, "....many other

statements made but not so direct that he could be held for

20ziver Falls Journal, April 15, 1926, p. l.
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libel," Blaiﬁe only had to give the word and Holmes would
sign the complsaint and produce a number.of'witnesges-who
were in attendance at the debate,2l

Governor Rlaine replied that

eesPat Malone 15 a hlatant representative of the

Ku Klux Klan, and has about as much influence as-

the cave mon of a few thousand years ago, and T ,
certainly would not dignify nim nor furnish him

with free publicity, so far as I am concerned,

iny person who 1is willing to pay $10 or

215 to hear lies znd believe them, will be just
ag willing to believe lies that such person may
receive free of charge. However, there are very
-few credulous people in Visconsin, and with
respect to the Ku Xlux Klan, this has been
denongtrated repeatedly.

The Xlen is an organigation of organized

hate and hatred, and they have been successfully
beaten back in this state and nave no standing
and little influsnce,<

Shortly after the Nalone-Eolmes debate, the series of
Klan mectings held at the. . River Falls tabernecle were
concluded.?? Pat llalone, wno had been in charge of the
meetings, was scheduled to conduct a similar series at

Oshkosh. The Klan tabernsgscle was to be dismantled and

2lletter of Emil E. Holmes to John J. Blaine, April
16, Blazine Fapers, Box 54. '

22Letter of Jonn J. Blaine to Emil E. Holmes, April
16, 1926, Blaine Papsrs., 30x 54,

23piver Falls Journal, April 15, 1926, p. 1. The
meetingzgs concluded on Sunday, April eleventh, Waile at
River Falls, Pat ialone was said to be accompanied by a
bodyguard wheanever walking the strests of that citye..
(Personal Letter ofithe Honorable Marshsll Norsdhg %o John -
4. Turcheneske, Jr., October 19, 1970.) Judge Norseng
(Chippewa County Court, Chip-ewa Falls, Wisconsin) lived in
River Falls until 1929, :
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removed to Beldenville, Xlan meetings were scheduled to be
held in the Beldenviile area throughout the summer,

Klan activity commenced anew at Ellsworth oan Friday,
April second. IY was at this time that Ellsworth citigens
witnessed their first Klzn Parade. Ninety-seven robed men
and women marched to services at the local lethodist
Episcopal Church, "The marching delegation was headed by
three men carrying large Ameriéan flags. Next came a 1little
girl carrying a small flag, then a large number of women,
with the men bringing up the rear. Everybody in line was
masked with the exception of one man. All wore the Klan
uniform." Special services were conducted by a Reverend
Benson‘with the cholr rendering music specially arranged for
the occagsion, Evidently, word was passed arouand sbout the
forthcoming parade. For "..,..a crowd that almost rivaled
that at a circus parade, turned out." There were many
individuals present from out of town.24

Governor Blaine soon received information that a Xlan
tebernacle was to be erected in or near Ellsworth., Ip his
letter to the Governor, Join Fox, of Beldenville, asked:
"Have the Knights of the XKu Klux Klen a right to run dowmn
the Catholic Church and other organizations and call them
Unimerican, 4And have they the right to parade with their
robes and masks on in a villsge or smzll town?" Fox said

that he was sending Blaine a Kluxer handbill which described

'24Picrce County Herald, April 8, 1926, p. l.
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part of the Klan program,2> Also, wrote Fox, Catholic
priests were not pernitied to debate with Pat Melone. In
regard to lalone, Fox explained that the agitator was “
"ee.otelling that he got the permit from Mr. Blaine to build
tabernacles and go on with speeches,?6' Fox requesteﬁ the
Governor answer as there were many people anxious to hear
Blaine's position on the matter.

Ellsworth area Xlan meetings were first staged in the
transported tabernacle on Sunday, May second . The
tabernacle was located east of Ellsworth on the Ellis

Uppingham farm.2? Pat Malone was the featured speaker on

Monday evening. "The crowd, which,camewffbm”faf'énd near,'
packed the building to overflowing and many peonle were
unable to gein admittance. ITarge posters énnouncing the
event were broadcast.2® lalone returned to Oshkosh
immediately thereafter. Organizer J. H. Neff was to conduct
the remainder to the Spring meetings. The tabernacle,
erected by a large crew, was previously used at River Falls,

The building was to be removed from Ellsworth upon the

25Letter of John Fox to John J,. Blaine, April 29,
1926, Blaine Papers, Box 54. The handbill in question was
not in the Blaine collection., Inasmuch as the Iconographic
Department of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin is
in a state of reorgenization, the handbill was not able
~ to be loczted,

261pid,.
2Tp11sworth Record, May 6, 1926, p.‘l;

28pierce County-Herald, May 6, 1926, p. l.
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conclusion of the Fall series of meetings.29

Jdohn Fox of Beldenville soon recelved & reply from the
Governore. Blaine said ae understood that Malone spent a
large proportion of his time "....at these Xlan meetings,
denouncing Governor Blaine and Archbishop Mesmef, and
devotes considersble of his time to the Catholic church and
other organizaiions." Nalone might be a blatant
representative of the Klan, but his influence was not as
great as some might think., Though the hooded order was
described as an organization of haters, the Governor

explained that "....the Xlen has been successfully beaten

back in this state and has no standing and little influence,
so whetever Halone may say,l doubt if anyone needs to let
it disturv them, for it certainiy cannot influence anybody
who has very good judgement,"ZC

As far as Blaine was concerned, "anybody has a right to
parade in robes and masks, providing that they do so
Peaceably, but if any criminai act should be done by anyone
who is masked, then a double penzlty is imposed under law,"
Blaine wrote that he himgelf had not seen nor heard Malione
—~or'any other Klensmen for that matter., "They surely never

heard from me....." said the Governor, The "....only

29Eilsworth Record, ray &, 1926, p. l.

) _?OLetter of John J. Blaine to John Fox, May 3, 1926,
. Bleine Papers. Zo: 54. '
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information...I have that there was a Xlan tabernacle buliit
near Ellswortn is your letter." The Governor did promise
to look into the matter by alerting the Pierce County
District Attorney.3l

Theodore A. Waller, Pierce County District Attormey,
received a letter frow Blaine directing him to report the
nanes of those responsible for building the tabermnacle, As
the building was supposedly constructed of inflammable
material, the District Attorney was also to assist "...the
Industrial Commission to ascertain the violations of law and
bring actions to enforce the penalties for the violation,
for each and every person liable therefor, for eacn and
every day that the offeunse was committed,"?2 Valler replied
that the Governor was correctly informed with regard to the
Ellsworth Xlan tabernecle, The Digtrict Attorney
suggested that

oeeothe sheriff of Fierce County is in possession

of considergble information as to the ersction of

these buildings, as well as to the parties who
conducted the meetings, and under whose authority
these meetings are held. I am wondering if it

would not be a good idea to write the sheriff,

Frank L. Baker, a letter similar to the one you

wrote to me on lay 3rd., Suggest to him that he

lay all these facts before me, and I can assure

you that you will have my co-operation at all

times in seeing that the orders of the

‘Industrial Comnigion and the Building cod2....

‘are carried out. : :

. . o him .
Waller requssted that Blaine send a copy of the letter to

the Sheriff "....go0 that I will know that you have‘written

31Blaine to Pox, ¥ay 3, 1926, Box 54.

32Letter of Jonn J. Blaine to Theodore A. Waller,
May 3, 1926, Blaine FPapers, Box 54,
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to him...."3> In the meéntime, Waller gsaid he would request
the appropriate regulations from the. Wisconsin Industrial
Conmission, >4

Governor Blaine did contact Sheriff Baker in regard
to the poorly constructed tabernacle. 3Blaine directed the
Sheriff to ascértain the organization and the individuals

wno were responsible for the tabernacle's erection and to

33Letter of Theodore A. Waller to Joun J. Blaine,
May 5, 1926, Blaine Papers, Zox 54.

34_I__bid. Wialler ¢id contact the Industrial Commlssion.
As the Klan was also accused of erecting a building lacking
proper heatiang, ventilation and sanitation facilities, the
District Attoracy requested additional information as To the
appropriate measures relating to these matters. (Letter of
Theodore 4. Waller to Industrial Coumission, May 5, 1926,
Blaine Papers, Box 54.)

In the meantime, Governor ZElaine contacted the

Industrial Commnision himself, Enclosing copies of letters
to the District Attorneys of TWinnebago, Barron and Pierce
Counties, the Governor wrote that it was his understandiag
that the Xlan tabernacles were "....constructed of the most
inflammable material, and most dangerous to the public who
frequent them., This is g matter to which I called your
attention, throuzh your secretary, in the absence of the
Commissioners, a long time sgo. Of course I know the Ku
Klux Klan is a powerful orgenization, but that is no reason
why they should be permitted to construct aund maintain, not
simply a building in technical violation of the Zuilding
Code, but 2 building so constructed as to permit of the most
dangerous fire hazsrd." (Letter of John J. Blaine to
Industrial Commission, May 3, 1926, =laine Papers, Box: 344)

In relation to the Xlan tabernacle located in Winnebago
County, the River Fells Journal of May 13, 1926, observed
that "Pat Malone's Xu Klux Klan tabernacle, at Oshkosh,
8inilar to the one in which he conducted a moanth's series
of meetings in River Falls receatly, has beecn closed by
order of the Governor....The order followed Halohels
announcenent of an alleged ring of Winnebago County
bootleggers, and the Klan organizer says that the Governor
Is merely trying to pley politics by thus catering to the
booze peddlers." (River Falls Journal, May 13, 1926, p. l.)
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report the same to District Attorney Waller.35 Enclosing a

copy of his letter to the Sheriff, Governor Blaine informad
Waller that the matter was being taken up by the Industrisl
Commission and ",....therefore you may await action uatil I
get a report from the Industrial Commission, when I can
advise you again," However, the Sheriff was to "....g0 on
and ascertain the facts requested so that when I receive
the report of the Industrial Commission, matters will be
avallable for proaecutlon according to the report from
the Commission."36 However, nothing came of this attempt
to shut down the Zllsworth Klen tabernacle, It remained
there throughout the Summer and early Fall until it .was
moved to the Town of EL Paso in late October, 37
The Ellsworth Klan was next mentioned in Aumust with
regard to the arrest of several Minnesota bootleggers. On
Sunday, August eighth,
eroewWhile Pat Malone wes lecturing in the Klan

tabernacle at Fast Ellsworth on the subject

"Booze or the Water Wagon" Joun and Herman

Mosher, from Minnesota, formerly of River

Falls, drove into the grounds with

moonshine in their posswssion, Evidently

they thought they would slip one over on the

Klane. Mr. Malone'!s secret service men were on
the job and soon were hot on the treil.

35Letter of John J. Blaine to Frank IL. Baker, Iay Ty
1926, Blaine Fapers, Box 54. This collection does not
reveal any respouse on the part of the Sheriff,

36Letter of John J. Blaine to Theodore A. Waller,
May 7, 1926, Blaine Papers, Box 54.

37See Shenaghy to Blaine, note 2.
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Sheriff BDaker made some fast moves to get a
'search warrent sworn out, Mr, Baker had tfo
drive to River Falls to get the warrant there
being no officer in Ellsworth at home. He
returned just as the liosher's were about to
leave, The car and men were thoroughly
searched; three bottles found in the apparel
of the two men. They were immediately taken
to the county jail in that city to await trial,
The wives of these men spoke of the
humiliation of being searched before hundreds
of people. If only a few more were humiliated
perhaps we wouldn't have so much of this
rotten illegitimate business in our good old
United States,>®

The Fllsworth Xlan tabernacle was again recelving
maximum utilization in August. Pat Malone was the mein

speaker at this series of meetings--a series which was

attracting large crowds. Capping the meetings, a @wd’day
celebration was scheduled for Priday and Saturday,lAugust
thirtecnth end fourteenth., Xlansmen from all over the
northwest were to be in attendznce, Pat Malone and Dr. Ge
Alfred Brown, among others, were to deliver the principal
speeches,>2 _

As scheduled, the first annuel Xu Klux Klan celebration
began on Friday, Augustlthirteenth. Due to inclement
weather, Fridayts atiendeunce was estimated at only two
thousand. The principal spesker on Friday evening was Fat
Malcne, Malone "....discusséd political issues, taking the

opportunity to severly score Gov, John J, Blaine, candidate

38Balawin Bulletin, August 1%, 1926, P, 1. It should
be noted tha¥ this arvticle was not written by the Bulletin.
It was hended in for publication--no doubt by a Klansman.

39g11sworth Record, August 12, 1926, pe l.
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for United States Senatore...m40

Another important program feature was the play "Harold
the Klansman." This play was

given three times during the celebration and drew
packed houses each time. The scene of the play
is a country town where a Klan organizer arrives
and succeeds in working up a very active interest
in his orgaanization. Enemies plot to prevent an
organization being formed. The organization
thrives, howsver, in spite of the oppositioan and
in the last act sezs the Xlan victorious, the
election won and the town cleaned up. Organizer
NefF and Dr. G. Alfred Brown took prominent parts
. in the playedl

Saturday, August fourteenth saw a much improved weather

gituation. The crowds were estimatzd at being in excess of

ten thousend. Zzcept for the Klan initiation and the
fireworks, the most important event of the evening %as the
Klan parade.v The parade's line of march began at the Fair
grounds. TFrom thers it went %o Main Street, traveling the
full length 4o thne Fast End and back. "It took 10 minutes
for the parade to pass a given point.”" Iost participénts-
wore the Xlan regaliza.42 One estimate had it that there
were scven Hundred individuals participatingbin the perade.4>
The composition of the parade deserves mention.
"Heading the parade were two Klansmen carrying the colors,

Pat Malone followed on horseback, and then came the

40811 swortn Record, August 19, 1925, p. le.

4l1piq,

42
Ibid,

43pierce County Herald, August 19, 1926, p. l. The
Ellﬂwor th Record bubllbued an estimate of 500 participants,
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Menomonle band. FOllOWingwere Xlansmen and Klanswomen
e..marcining two abreast. At intervals were Klensmen mounted
on horses. Altogether there were about 60 mounted nmembers
of that order."44 |

There were also a nunber of floats in‘the parade, The
floats "..;.carried the name of the town or county |
represented. Among these werc Menomonie, Boyceville, River
Falls,_EllSworth, Ste. Paul, Dunn County, Wis., and
Washington, Goodhue and Vabashe Counties in Minnesota,"42
imong the flozt entries werc "White Supremacy," "Uncle Sam,"

"The Little Red School House" and " The Goddess of Liberty."46

The feature float appeared to be "The Iitile Red School
House." However, the float "Waite Supremacy" attracied a
great deal of attention. This float depicted a2
"eooonminigter marrying a white girl and a Negro. The float
carried the slogan, 'We do not stand for this.!'n47 Also to
be seen were several choirs singing hymnsaandrKlan S0NgSe
The choirs werc riding on several trucks provided for taeir
use in the parade.4 |

The grand finale of the weckend festivities was the

44511 sworth Record, August 19, 1926, p. 1.

45pierce County Herald, August 19, 1926, n. 1.

%GEllsworth Record, August 19, 1926, p. l.

47Eier0e éoﬁn%y Herald, August 19, 1926, p.l.

48Ellsworth Record, August 19, 1926,‘p. 1.

e
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Klan initiation and fireworks. One hundred fifty candidates
were initiated into ¥Xlen membership. Only one hitch
; developed during the initiation ceremony. The Xluxers
had to do withoutltheir fiery cross. "Tne man seant here to
handle the f‘:Lr'ewor_.s dieplay drove nig truck over one of the
guy wires ﬁolding the monstrous cross and it toppled over
and broke., Described as really wonderful the fireworks

not only included bombs and rockets, but also set

plieces., ‘mong the set pieces there were such titles as
"Andy Gump," and "Ope Zundred Fer Cent American," "Jiggs,"

mMounted Xlansmen" and "Americen Flag."49

One of the more prominent celebrities to apnear at the

late Sumnmer Ellsworth Klan meetings was Helen Jack sov wAO
claimed to e an ex-nun and sought to expose Coavent druelties.
In a leaflet distributed to Ellsworth Kluxers, Jackson's book,

Convent Cruelties Or My Life In A Convent, was described as
O wy Llte tn zn sonvent

an important link of the Protestant reform movement. Biiled
as the M"most thrilling story ever ouollshed from personal
experience," the work was guarranteed to stir civilized
forées toward appropriate.action.50 |

'Among the leaflet's contents was Jackson's poen,

"God Save Ny Daughter,"”

49EF11svorth Record, August 19, 1926, . le

HO%elen Jackson Leaflet, Summer 1926, Polltlc_l Flle,
Area Research Center, Visconsin State UﬂlVéfolty ST
River Falls, Wiscousin.
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Off in a miners' city
Sat a Tother as she may,
Bowed dowm in sadness
Near the close of day.
Years have peseed in longing,
That her loved one night come home,
But all hope has vaanished,
Daughter's face had not shown.

Chorus

Father, wilt thaou save her

FProm the convent's awful doom,
Ere my heart is oroken,

Save my daughier, my own,.

Deep was the mystery
Why poor Helen went away,
Trusting Rome's agents
One eventful: d""
How the blac&-rOOLd sigters
Spoke of life bensath the vell.
Yes! must be her answer,
Their will nmust prevail, ‘ v j

Barred doors and windows,
With a high wall all around;
These are the barriers
Veiling gloom all profound.
In a dark cell tortured,
With her hands and feet both bound,
Praying St. Anthony to save her,
That for Mother she may be found.

How well I remember
Vhen mother to me hath said:
Helenl Helen! You'll be sorry
For 1eav;ng rour mother's bed.
Since tnen maﬂv tears have fal’en,
As I w1shed for her bread,
But now hope has vanished,
For Mother, ghe is dead.

God save my daughter
From the nuns aﬂd priests of Rome,
" Before they will lie on others
And'ruiﬂ many a, home.
Let us, by our vallots,:
Drive tais monster from our shore,
In this land of Freedon,
SAVE UZ EVER-MORE.
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Father R; Jo Fascsbender, FPastor of St. Bridget's

-Catholic Church at River Falls, sdon received word of Helen
Jackson's activities. In a postér circulated through the
area, Father Fassbender charged Jackson wlth being an
imposter. The priest looked up the»woman's record and
claimed that Jackson never was a Catholic nun, The Pastor
sald that "lirs. Jacksoa's charges and accugations against
Catholics in general and priests and nuns in particular,
contain no more truth than her claim of haviag been a aun.

No intelligent person cen place any reliance on any

statement she may make, Her lecturing under false pretences
stamps her as a fraud and an impostér." Father Fassbender
orfered to forfeit five hundred dollars to any individual
who could prove taat Helen Jackson was indeed what she
claimed to be.51

Helen Jackson was quick to reply. In an open letter to
the public, she remarked that the "....ptblic I feel, is
unconcerned as to Fr, Fassbender's statement, being based on
hearsay and round about statemeats. Mrs. Jackson is still
~alive, speaking weekly, telling her true story from the
platform. If my story is not trqe and I am a fraud and
imposter, there are courts to handle suéh cases."
Jackson then agreed to forfeit one thousand dollars if
Fassbender's statements were trus. 2 The public; however,

Was never 4o £ind out who was correct. The matter was not

51Pierce County Herald, September 30, 1926, p. 1.

52-. ‘
Pierce County Herald, October 7, 1926, p. 1.
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discussed again in either of the two localvpaﬁers;d

A final word in regard to Klan activities in the
Ellsworth area concerns tne Fall political picture. As to
the matter of the Klan being heavily involved in the Fall
campaign, O. J. Hohle, Plerce County Clerk, informed Fred M.
Wylie (Governor Bleine's assistant) that, so far, all was:
quiet along the political line. ITitile was heard from |
"e..othe voters so far as to who they will support in the
//primaries...."SB Tae Kluxers, however, were said to have a
good deal of strength in Pierce County, giving the

impression that Senator Irving Leanroot was with the hooded

order., Still, the Klan's exertions did not prevent

Governor John Blaine being elected.to the United Stétes
Senate. I@deed, what Klan candidates there supposedly were,
were all defeated by Pierce County voters.o4 TFollowing the
yellow fringed flag affair (chapter 9), the Ku Klux Xlen no
longer made news in the area papers. Here,‘as elsewhere, the

Klan was a dying issue.

53Letter of 0. J. Hohle to Fred M. Wylie, July 21, 1926
Blaine Papers, Box 56, :

54Shanaghy to Blaine, November 5, 1926, Blaine Papers,
Box 59. In writing to Governor Blaine, Father Shanaghy told
the Governor that he ".,...came out victorious. Even in
Pierce County you had the imerican Legion and all Catholics
behind youe.  Also--gore sensible men who are not Xife....O0ur
candidates won out here., Xlan candidates completely
defeated." Shanaghy did not meantion as to who the Klan and
anti-Xlan candidates were. The late election was counsidered
to be the worst blow the Xlan had received to date. . ‘




Chapter 9

THE SHERIFF AND THE YELIOQW FRINGE

Thursday, Séptembér 16,'1926, dawned rather glooﬁily
upon Ellsworth and its environs. As the day progressed,
the gray =nd moistufé laden sikies continued to nover over
the village. Fnshrouded in an iatermittent and misty
drizzle, it was not the type of weather to attract a goodly
crowd on the opening day of the arnual Pierce County Feir.
Were one to believe in signs, that Thursday might well be

described as lacking in ary propitious elements., Tor one

elected officisl of Pierce County, September sixteen®d was

3

t6 prove a most inauspicious time.

Despite the inclemency of the weather, a2 fair sizéd
crowd has filtered through the turnstiles, By early
afternoon, attendance had grown to an even ﬁore respectable
size. One of the major attractions was the stock pavilion,
though only‘the first floor devoted to this purpose. |
The secondffléor wWas utilized for such purposes as
horticultural, domestic, vegetable and fruit displays, In
addition, one of the more prominent Ellsworth ofganizationsg
the Eldon C, Kinney Post of the American Legion, had a booth
in the midst of this symbolic agricultural aburdance. As
its principal project, the Legion wés offering for sele
World War Ope histories depicting Pierce County men in

action.
160
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Unwittingly, the Legion had placed in its booth an |
ettracv;hn which wazs soon to draw the attention of a most
controversial element within the Ellsworth community--the
Eu Klux ¥lan., A gift of the Women's Relief Corps, there
stood at the front of the'Legionfbooth.ah imerican Flag
decorated with yellow fringe. 3y mid afternoon‘a hostilé
crowd gathered dems endirg that the flag be taken dowm
- becanse, among other things, the yellow fringe was un-
Mmerican, Not the least involved in thisg affair was Frank
L. Baker, Sheriff of Pierce County. His perticipation in

this episode not only gained the Wisconsin Governor!s afferiion

and nore than county wide notoriety, but also prec%pitated

proceedings which nearly led .to thefSheriff!suremo?al;
Though there wzs discussion of the flag affair from

the moment of its occurance, the episode did not come to

light in print until a week later. The Ellsworth Recoxd

noted tnat the late flag fracas at the falrgrownd° "o ee oS
not one of tne advertised attractions."l During the Ku Klux
Klan-/merican Lecion clash over the vcld frwnge on the
American Flag, it was alleged taat Klan members demdnded the
removal of the Flag 1la thelr belief that the fringe was out/
of place. Refusiicg to comply with thelr demand, the
Legionnaires continued +to display the flag ﬁntil the closing
of the Fair. The evening of the Flag incident, the Legion

contacted the VWisconsin Adjutant General and was informed

1 gorth Record, Septe moer 23, 1926, pe. le
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Mew.othat the fleg was the authorized regimentel flaz used
in every Army post in the country and that the Legion had
been given permission to use it by an Act of Congress
passed in September of 1920,"2

The Pierce County Herald commenced its commentary on

the Flag iﬁcident to the effect that "ees.oconsiderable
excitenent prevailed at the booth of the Eldon C. Kinne
Post of the American Legion..e.when a delegation of men and
women, said to be members of the Ku Klux Klan, threatened
vto take dowvn the Legion colorsd' Klan membérs were saild to

have talken exception to tine gold or yellow border on the

Legionts ¥lage. In standing their-grdund iegiéﬁnai%és
were congratulated for thelr cool headedness. The éolors,
it was noted, had been vouched ﬁor by the appropriéte
anthorities,

It should be noted fhat the color of the fringe was
actually yellow,.  Téchnica1ly, however, 1t was called a
gold fringe., Thus, as far as Army regulations Wefe concerned,
the shade of yellow or gold did not matter as it was s+111
considered to be a gold fringe. As will be seen, the
Kluxers literally interpreted the yellow on the fringe.

Roy D. Morton, Post Commander, publicly remarked that
the Legion was well aware that the Flag, gsomething which was

always in the making, never left the loom of destiny. Woven

2E11sworth Record, September 23, 1926, p. l.

3pierce County Herald, September 23, 1926, p. la
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into the fabric of this Flag were "....the moral fiber of
the Pilgrims, the fighting zeal of the men of Vailey Forge,
the suffering and sacrifice; of those meﬁ of '51, the
patriotic stewardship of the service men of 198 and.%he
spirit of the men of the World War." Symbolic in the
national banner were the people's hopes, aspirations and
achievements., Yet, said Morton, "Whatever in people that is
base, ignoble andvselfish:;.." was also symbolized in the
national emblem. The colors was but a symbol of the real
flag that the individual American should carry unblenished 4

When an individual or a group threatens this symbol,

the threat is not merely against a piece of fabric.i In
reality what is being attempted is the destruction qf the
ideals which made the symbol what it is. They not shly
insult themselves, Morion said, but also served t0 "eeee
insult the very souls of the men who paid the supreme
sacrifice...s" Groups engased in this type of activity were
guilfy of thwarting the national purpose.5

Roy D. Morton called a special meeting of the Eldon Cs
Kinne Post on Tuesday eveaing, Seﬁtémber twenty-first. Held
at the Ellsworth Community Hall;_the session.concerned
itself with the fype of action to be taken with regard to
those involved in the thréat‘agaiﬁst the national colorse

The Post explained that drastic action would be taken, but

4Pierce County Herald, September 23, 1926, p. l.
SIpias -
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refused to reveal the nature of its intentions in this
regard.6 However, the minutes of the Kinne Post?s'spécial
session reveal the course of action embérked upon. Einer
Jurgenson gave a report on a trip to Fort Snelling with the
disputed banuer, after which Roy Morton stated fhatr",...no
one could take exception to our colors."’ Mortoh believed
that a certain element in the community was about to.
'challenge not only the disputed emblem, but also the good
name of the Legion. A Reverend Garlend exploined thet the
regimental colors in question were seen in many instances

during the Spanish—Americanrﬁar. After Garland proffered

his assistance in the matter, A. B. Lord and C&SpGTXOISOH'
rendered a description of thne distﬁrbance at the Legionfs
booth, Roy Morton was given authority to publish for the
Post incidents surrounding the Flag episbde. It Waé also
decided that Theodore V 1er; Roy Mortdn, and Arthur Quinn
would draw up a letter to thé‘quernqp statingmtherLegion's
grievancés.8

There followed a vigorous campalgn on the part of the

Kinne Post for a full and complete redress of its grievances

6

‘ 7Minutes of the Eldon C. Kinne Fost 204, American
Legion, Ellswor+th, TVisconsin, September 21, 1926, Mss, A4,
I, the Area Research Center, Wisconsin State University, -
River Falls, Wisconsin (hereafter cited as K.P.M).

Ellsworth Record, September 23, 1926, D Le

Ibid.
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in the matter of the Flag incident. Sworn out on Septenber
twenty-first was a complaint by the Village Chief of Police,
Adolph C. Olson, which alleged that "....he heard the
Sheriff of Pierce Couaty, Frank L. Baker order the American
Legion boys...to remove ftheir colors because it had a yellow
fringe and to replace it with the regular American Flag."9
This complaint was enclosed in a letter of explanation 1o
Governor Joun J. Blaine. The comnmittee established to
contact the Governor explained in their letter that the Flag
was the regular Regimental Headquarters Colors-—-red, white
and blue with a gold fringe., Referring to the disturbahce
at the Pair, the committee stateé thé%wﬁthgméolé%ifiﬁéé7was
taken exception to by severzl individuals among whbm was the
Sheriff of our County, Frank L. Baker, who inquiréd what the
- yellow fringe was doing on the American Flag, and ordered
those in charge of the booth to take this Flag down and
replace 1t with one that did not have a yellow Ifringe." The
committee méde Xnowvn that the Legion felt the incident to
be.an insult not only to the colors buf its good name as
well, .Aé far as the cormmittee was concerned, the episode
was "....2 legal cause for removal of.said official from"

office .10

9Affidavitt of. Adolph C. Olson, September 21, 1926,
John J. Baline Papers, Wis., Mss, PI, The State Historical
Society of Wisconsin, Madison, Wiscousin (hereafter cited
as Blaine Papers), Box 59. '

10Letter of Theodore A. Waller, Roy D. Morton and
Arthur J. Quinn, September 21, 1926, Blaine Papers, Box 59
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Theodore A, Valler, Pierce County District»Attorﬁey,
later wrote to Frank KuehQIGovernor Blaine'é executive
secretary, explainihg‘that the Governor could "e..egather
from our letter that the people that obaected to the fringe
on the flag were Ku Klux Klan members." However, no mention
was made of the Klan becauée it was not yet established that
the "....objections were made by the Klan as a body." It
was more likely that the demends were the result of |
individual initiative.ll .

Proceeding to explain the e;ents surrounding the

afternoon of the sixteenth, Ve iler relatea that there were

approximately twenty people who reduested tnat the\Flag be
removed, As to the crowd's inquiry into the Jellou friange.,
.Waller said that this was a mistake on %heir part éince the
fringe was gold. .Seveﬁal individuald - objected that the
"eooeyellow was oﬁe‘of the Pope's colors, and that they did
not propoée in any way‘to honor hinm." Particular focus wag
cenfered upon the fact fhat the’Legion Post decided to vent
its'ﬁrath on one individual--the Sheriff of FPierce County.
The FPost "e...felt that his ordering us to remove our colors
~ was uncalled for, and especially so in view of the fact that
no investigation was made as to why the gold fringe was on

our colorse...." As tae disputed emblem had been used by the

Post, the Sheriff should have been more prudent in his

llLetter of Theodore A, Wuller to Frank Kuehl,
 September 22, 1926, Blalae TPapers, Box 59.
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approach giving the Legion the  benefit of the doubt until
the facts apropos to the situation could be ascertainad.

Waller expleined that the Post was told the Law!s
provisions for matters of this kind. Specifically,
reference was ﬁade to Section 17.0§ of the Wisconsin
Statutes. The Sheriff could only be removed for legal
cause., It was questioned whether there would be legal
cause for removal., Doubts were raised because "....we do
not know how serious an offense it is for anyonme to order
the Colors to be taken down or be removed without any
justification for so doing." But it was the Post's belief
that the case ghould be submitted to the Governor for a
ruling or suggestions should there not be sufficient lggal
grounds for impeachment, ' |

Waller further.said that the Legion desired to avoid
religious trouble. This was the primary recason why the
matter was not being handled as a Klan issue. Doing so
would have been a mistake, The Sheriff was picked out
because his conduct was unbecoming of an elected official.

The Post realized, said Waller, that there might not S
be legal grounds for removal. Still, the Governor might |
issue a reprimand. Waller suggested that the reprimand be
formulated in such a2 way as to leave no doubt that the

Sheriff's actions were inappropriate, The Post expected

gt least this much,.
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The Commandant v Fort Syelling, Nlnnesota, Colonel We
E. Walsh, did indeed examine the disputed IMag. Colonel
Walsh found that the Flag contained no irregularities.' It
corresponded to the "....general character and make-iip,
including the yeliow fringe, with the service color
prescribed by Army Regulations to be carried by dismounted
organizations of the Army." Enclosed in the Colonel;s
letter was<a copy of those Army regulations which
prescribed the character and method with regard to the use
of flags and colors,.l2 |

Sheriff Baker shortly received a rather vitriolic

communication from the Governor, Blainé»éxplainedgéhat the
Sheriff was accused of orderlng the Levlonnalres to strlke
their colors oecauoe of the yellow fringe. To begln with,
said Bla_ne, the frlnce was not yellow out gold. As these
were the regular reglmental colors wnich the Legion had the
authority to display, the Sheriff had no right to meddle in
this aspect of the Post's businesg. Besides, under Army
fegulations, it made no difference whether the fringe was

yellow or gold.l3 :

12Letter of Colonel V. E, Walsh to Roy D. Morton,
September 23, 1926, Frank L. Baker Investigation, Exécutive
Department, Administration, Investigation of Charges,
Surveys, Relief, Disasters and 8001a1 Unrest, 1926, Series
No.. 1/1/8-1, Box 30, State Historical 8001ety of Wiscounsin,
Arc?lves Dlvws1on, Madison, Visconsin (hereafter 01ted as
FBI

13Letter of John J. Blaine, to Frank L., Baker, .
September 28, 1926, Blaine Papers, Box 59 .
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Had the law been violated, said the Governor; "...}it K
was your duty to meke couplaints accordingly." An aftempt
to compel the American Legion to desist from fhat Whichmtﬁey
had a legal right to do, bordered on official misconducf.
Were the Sheriff successful in his ";....arbitrary and |
unwarranted intermeddlingec.." Blaine had no doubt that,
upon proper complaint, Baker would have subjected himself to
fembval from office. The Governor explained that, forvthe‘
moment, he would not pass judgement, but would, however,

leave the matter open should there be further complaint.,

Publicly defending its position, the Kinne Post

explained that confidence in the govermment tended to wane
when any public official became an ohject of suspicion. As
they were the guardians of the bpeople's rights, p&blic
officials were "....'worthyvof trust only so long as they
fulfill the obligations made binding by their oatn of
office. Vhen they fall to do this they should be removed,"
Making it quite clear that these remarks were intended for
Sheriff Baker, the Legionnaires went on to say that
"THEREFORE WE MAKE CLATM: A County Officer did
cause a near riot regarding the National Colors
which were displayed 1n a public place before
several thousand people., ‘herefore he becories an
‘object of suspicion on the grounds that he is tryiag
- to undermine the confidence of our National Colors.
Further we claim that he is accused of having conspired

to deprive the County of Pierce, State of Wifconsin of
his 'HONEST, IMPARTTAL AI'D UNBIASED SERVICE.' 4 :

. l4Ellsworth-Record, September 30, 1926., Ds 1l
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Frank Baker was_quick in his reply to the charges
leveled against him. Though there was no formal complaint,
the Sherifrl desired to explain his version of the incident,
The Sheriff admitted to being at the Legion booth at the
request of certzin individuals. At the time of the request,
Baker "....told them to spesk to lr. Waller...as he would 1O
doubt know whether...the colors with the fringe was proper,
and that I did not believe there was any cause for making a
disturbance relative to the same." Nevertiieless, Baker was
persuaded to go to the Legion's booth. TWhile there,'thé
suggestion was.made to hang a flag without the fringe so as .
to prevent any disturbances caused.thfdﬁgh*ﬁisundé$sténding.
As to demanding that the colors be struck, Baker déhied
ordering the Flag to be taken dowm., In fact, remé}ked the
Sheriff, one of the Legionnaires offered to replace the flag
with regard to future displays. Satiéfied that the Post
would do so, Baker claimed fo have left the scene
immediately.15

At a meeting called on Qctober fifth, the Kinne Fost
decided to draw up a formal complaint, petitioning the
‘Governor to remove Frank Baker as Sheriff of Pierce County.16

Governor Blaine later received a letter

lsLetter of Frank L. Baker to Johw J. Blaine,
October 2, 1926, Blaine Fapers Box 59

“Llbyinutes of Eldon C. Kinne Post 204, October 5, 1926,
KPM:. o
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from an interested party as a result of the Post meeting,

Arthur - Helson explained that his atiention was called to
the courtesy'shown‘the colors by the Sheriff, .Nelson
explained that "Some of our neighbor boys seem to think
that ...naller is using his influence with you in favor of
Mr,. Baker." Waller, explained Nelson, appealed "eeeoeto the
boys...that it would look bad for the Legion Post to uphbld_
a wet Governor." The sentlment around Ellsworth was
described as strong in regard to any member of the Ku Kluy
Klan insulting the national emblem. Governor Blaine, wrote
Nelson, should "....stand by the boys and the flag they
fought for., And anyone insulting same should have uno
mercy.‘l7 By way of reply, Blaine explalned that taes
reprimand was the best he could do inasmuch as 1no formal
~complaint had been filed.18

Governof Blaine shortly coatacted Arthur Quinn as te
whethef-his letter to the Sheriff was called to the Post's
attention.l9 Kinne Post Adjutant A. B. Lord replied in the
affirmative. In addition, Roy D. Mortonm "....will probably

be down to see you in the course of a week and then it will

1TLetter of Arthur S. Nelson %o John J. Blaine,
October 20, 1926, Blaine Papers, Box 59%. : :

18Letter of JohnAJ. Blaine to Arthur S. Yelson,
Octover 22, 1926, Blaine Papers, Box 59. :

192etter of John J. Blaine %o Arthur J. Quinn,
" October 22, 1926, Blaine Papers, Box 59.

[
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be possible for you to learn of other things that I fefrain
from at this time."zo FPather Shanaghy, FPastor of the locai
Cathnolic Church, also had some critical remarks to make
concerning the Sheriff, TVere the people rid of Baker, said
the priest, a state of tranquility would return to
Ellsworth and Pierce County. Continuing, the Pastor
explained that "You will probabiy hear from Ellsworth in
regard to Baker-flater. The Legion are determined to put
him out-—-if only two days before his term expires. I don't
blame them., For 10 years I have been well acquainted in
Crawford, Grant, Richland and Sauk Counties," Though it
was against charity, Shanaghy '"never Ehew as mean a man in
a public office." Shanaghy believed that the Sheriff ought
to be removed should the Legion request it.21

Indeed, Blaine did hear from Ellsworth, Arthur S.
Nelson had filed and sent to.the Governor a formal complaiﬁt
petitioning for Baker's removal. It was charged that, '
rather thén preserving the peacé of the county, the Sheriff;
in demanding the yellow fringed emblem be struck in the
presence of a hostile crowd, "....upheld and countenanced .
the contenpt of said riotous group in maintaining that said -
Eldon C. Kinne Post, Number 204, of the American Leglon was-

not within its rights in having such colors on display."

29Letter of A. Be. Lord to John J. Blaine, October 29,
1926, Blaine Pgpers, Box 59.

21Letter of Father J. FP. Shanaghy to John J. Blaine,
November 5, 1926, Blaine Papers, Box 59 .
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The Sheriff became an object of suspicion as the County was
deprived of impartisl and unbiased service. This was so
because the Sheriff had failed to keep the peace insofar as
he "s.e.eneglected to quiet and suppress radical activities
in his county." As such, the Sheriff should be removed .22

Arthur Welson was shortly informed by Governor Blaine
that it would be necessary to serve the Sherlff with a copy
of the complaint. 4s the Sheriff would have to be sérved
ten days before the commencement of a hearing, the earliest
date for this would be November twentieth. The Sheriff
would have to file an answer, copies of which would be sent
to the complainants "4...s0 that they will know what they
wvill have to meet at the trial of fhe’case." Actually, the
hearing date wouid be decided upon onée Baker's answer
arrived. Also, a commissioner could be appointed with
testimony taken at Ellsworth. Therefore, it would not be
necessary for aanyone to appear on November twentieth.2>

From the law offices of Casey and Magee at Ellsworth,
there arrived on the Governor's desk a letter in regard to
the complainant Arthur Nelson. The 1étter revealed that
Nelson was not present at the American Legion booth when the
alleged incident took‘place: "Then the complaint was drawn,

Mr. Nelson was not present, and the whole matter was. taken

 22petition of Arthur S. Nelson, November 8, 1926,
FRI. |

23Tetter of John J. Blaine to Arthur Nelson, November
9, 1926, FBI. _ ,
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care of by members of the American Legion." Though Nelson |
explained that his information was hearsay, the Legion
officers "e.e.failed to have the complaint drafted
accordingiy." in amended complaint was being enclosed so
that Nelson would be protected from any difficulties whlch
might othervise arise.24 Blaine broached no objections to
this stating that the correction would be duly noted.2> 1In
the meantinme, Sheriff Baker had received a copy of the
complaint.26 The.éheriff, though denying Nelson's charges,
did admit in his effidavit that the Legion was wholly wlthin
l1ts rights displaying tie gold fringed Flag.27

Kenneth S. Wnite,:a River Falls attorney, explaiﬁed fo
Frank Kuehl that the Ellswozith Legidn Post requested his
firn to represent them in the upcoming Flag case. There was
doubt as to the manner.in which the Governor would proceed.
¥hite wsnted to know jusﬁ when- and where the proceedings
would commence and whether there would be appointed a
Commissioner to hear the matter. In his conclusion, Thite
remarked that "If this hearing gets the publicity which 1%
shbuld get it éhouid.prqve a knock.out blow to the Ku XKlux

Klan in this state." It was Thite's belief that no thinking

: 24Letter‘of Irwian E. Magee to John J. Blaine, November
13, 1926, FBI.

2Letter of John‘J. Blaine to Casey and Magee,
November 16, 1926, FBI,

26Letter of John 5. Blaine to Frank L. Baker November
9, 1926, FBI. : o

27Affidavit of Frank L. Baker, November 16, 1926, #BI.
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person could support an organization which attacked the
National Flag.<S

Sheriff Baker was advised that a definite time and
place had been eet for a heering on the petition for his
removal, The hearing would commence on November twenty—
ninth at ten o'clock in the morning ian the Courthouse at
Ellsworth, At that time the defendant would be entitled
to be hezrd, to produce witnesses and be represented by
counsel, Fred M., Wylie was to be the Governor's
Commissioner .29

At ten ofclock on the moraing of November tweqty—
ninth, Commissioner Fred M. Wylle began to take tesflﬁonj;um
The hearing had attracted wide notice as the ", eeCounty
Judge's office at the Court House was Jjammed fo overflowiag
with witnesses and curious oitizens;..."3o Al the
available seats and sténding TOOm were talken up by the
spec%etors.31 Attorney for tae oomplainants was Perris K,

White of River Falls. Thomas Mohn of Red Wing, Minnesota

28Lettef of Kenneth S. White to Frank Kuehl, November
17, 1926, FBI.

29Letter of John J. Blaine to Frank L. Baker, November
19, 1926, FBI. As Baker had met with an accident,
Assemblyman Theodore Swenson suggested the hearing be held
at Ellsworth. (Letter of Theodore Swanson to John J.
Blaine, November 19, 1926, Blaine Papers Box 59%.)

3Opierce County Herald, December 2, 1926, p. 1.

3peq Wing Daily Eagle (Red Wing, Minnesota).
November 29, 1926, p. l.
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was counselor for the defense. lohn agreed that the
respondent's answer would be to the amended complaint.

Both parties agreed to waive the personal appearance of the
Sheriff, Later, Attorney Mohn objected "....to the
introduction of any testimony on the ground that the
petition does not state any legal cause for removal.," This
was overruled,’2

The first witness for the complainents, 4. B. Lord,
testified that "Why when I got there, there was quite a
crowd around the booth, prbbably 25 or 30 men; they seemed’
to be excited about soﬁething." The crowd, sald Lord, was
threatening the colors. If the flag were not taken dowa,
the crowd said it would tear it down. Though not exactly
sure of how many threatened the flag, Lord believed that
there had been thirty. The witness testified that he did
not see Baker at that tine, but.did see him the day or day
after the Sheriff had received a communlcation from the
Governor, _

Why Mr., Baker told me,--he says I was called'up

there at that time, that the crowd was there

and he says I went in there,--he sald there was

a bunch there and he saild they had on display a

flag with yellow stripes and he didn't think it

was the vroper flag to display. He said there

was a little small flag in the back end of the

booth which did not have the yellow border on

and he said he told them they ought to display

that in place of the other one. Well, I asxed

him, I says as long as there was such a mob

there and they were rather threatening, didn't
you think it was your duty as a peace officer

32comnission Hearing, FBI. p. 1J
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to prbtect the flag 6r disperse the mob,:andbhe’

says, I didn't wantto get mixed up in it at

al{. He says I got right out and went away.

He says he had a talk with his deputy...and he

says I told him of the crowds up there, %o

keep away from it and not go near there at all

because we didn't want to mix up in it.

However, as far as Lbrd‘could‘tell, there was no
violence aﬁd no one lzid his hands on the‘flag or on anyone
else.33

 Lord later testified that, as a resson behind the
demands that the colors be struck, ".;..I heard it said that
this yellow fringe around the colors designated it as the
Pope's flag.“ In regard to the crowd's authority for
raising such a demend "I heard'oﬁe_of them, he said he had &
pamphlet gotten out by Pat Malone, I believe, saying the
flag wasn't right...and that it should be taken dowm."n34
Lord explained that:hé suggested to Claire Travis that the
War Department be conta¢ted'concgrning the matter. But
Cléire Travis replied that it was ﬁ....no use taking itﬁup'
with the War Depertuent...that ninety percent of them are
Catholics,"22 |

Casper Olson,‘testifying,for the complainants,

explained that the fipst threat to the Flag was uttered by

Claire Travis. Too, "the general opinion through the crowd

when they was talking seemed to be if we didn't take our

33mestimony of A. B. Lord, Commission Hearing,
FBI, pp. 3-6. - ‘

3%1p14d., ppe 10-11.

351vide, pe 115.
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flag down they would take it dowm for us." The general
feeling was that the color yellow should not be on fhe Flag.
The crowd, said Olson, did not explain why the Flag should
come down, Their only explanation was that it "....wasn't
the American Flag,--1t shouldn't have anything but red,
white ahd blue," Yet no one stated their authoriiy.in tais
regard. Baker said the Flag would have to conie domm.

Olson said the Legicn's reply was that it would - were the
Flag not proper.36 .
Sheriff Frank L. Baker was askéd what attracted his
attention to the Americaﬁ Legion booth. Beker replied that
he had heard a great deal of talk on'the'éfduﬂéé4iﬁwiééé§a“ o
Yo the yellow fringe. It was said‘that ine Legion's Flag
was not really tne.American Flag. 4as fo making any comments
at the Legioa's booth, Sueriff Baker said “Wny yes, I says
ny father fougnt under the flag, but I don'% believe i£ had
a yellow fringe on if;,.;ﬁ Baker explained that he did not
t€l1l anyone to remove,the.Flag. However, he did suggest
that the rringed emblem be replaced with "...the American
Flag they had laying on the tables..." The Sheriff
explained that his only object in saying this was to prevent
‘any friction that migint arise. As to having ever observed a
regimental flag witk a gold fringe, Baker testiiied that

T hever have, to Hell the truth. I supposeievery one of

36pestimony of Casper Olson, Commission Hearing.
FBI, pp. 35-38. ‘
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our national flags were exactly alixe,n37

Sheriff Baker was then asked whether he was a Klan
member, Baker replied in the affirmative. However, as far
as the Sheriff was concerned, the Klan was "....nothing but
an American class of people, and I don't understand how it
has anything to do with the issues whether we are Klan or
not." Baker was not certain whether all the people in the
crowd were Kluxers-—though some of them probably were.
Baker maintained thét his being a Klanner in no way served

to influence him in the performance of his duties.38

Baker was also asked vwhether he had anything against =

the imerican Leglon. Said the Sheriff: "Well, I should
hope not, not against the American Legion, not in the least.
I‘don't see how any good American citizen could have,--I
would be a pretty poor American‘citzen holding the position
I eam if I didn't have respect for the:flag. Thet is what
hurts ﬁe now to think that they hold that aszainst me."
Baker believed that he acted and spoie in good faith. As to
other comments, the Sneriff said

all I have to say is, I feel it is trying to
humiliate me to think that I am not an American
citizen, when I was born in this country and my
father fougnt under the stars and stripes. Uxn
White knows himself they have been after me
ever since I have been in office because I

have tried to enforce the lawe,..l was
unfortunate to get hurt and be here now....God,

I don't want you to think because I show a

37Testimony of Frank L. Baker, Commision Hearing,
FBI, ppe. 103-105. .

381bid., po. 102. ;09. 239, -
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little emotion that I am chicken hesrted or

anything like that, but it huniliates me to be

classed as un-fmerican here, I felt terribly

out of place when I didn't have a boy old

enoughh to go to war and I myself was oo old.

The American Legion has never had anythiung

going on at any tine when I didn't countribute

to it, but I can't nelp this now.39 :

Bdward Guest testified for the defense that the Legion
admitted Lo not knowing what the fringe meant. Sheriff
Baker's point was taat as long as this was the case, the
Post could stop the criticism by placing an American Flag by '
the fringed emblen. Guest sald he asked one of the Legion
members "....why they didn't put the American Flag up beside

it and they seid they didn't know how to hang it up. Ve o

thought it was funany how they kné%7ﬁdémf6”hang the other
flag up but didﬁ't know how to hang the American Flag up." En
Upoﬁ further questio;ing, Gueét admifted that the fringéd ‘
emblem was indeed the fmerican Flag; but that he believed

the yellow fringe to be out of place., Guest testifled that ‘ 3@

he t0ld no one to-takelthe:Flag dowm, 40

Probing further for the rationale behind Guest's
objection to the fringed flag, Attorney White asked the
witness what authority he based his objections. Guest

replied that he got it into his own head. As to the matter ;

of yellow being a gold color, Guest said "I wouldn't swear

to it, but I don't think it is." Guest was brought up to

39Testimony of Frank L. Baker, Commission Hearing,

40Testimony of Edward Guest, Commission Hearing,
FBI, p. 161,
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believe the iAmerican Flag was red, white and blue. Thé
yellow fringe had no place on the National Plage. As to
being a member of the Ku ¥lux Xlan, Guest amitted that he
was, but that 1t had no bearing on the situation. He was
interested in the Flag matter because he believed it to be
his duty as an American citizen., Guest had seen‘service in
the Army and the Marines, but never saw a yellow fringed
Plag, and never took the time to give this subject his
conslderation,. - Though he had no objection to gold, Guest

was not able “to tell the difference vetween gold and yellow.

As to what the Legion's Flag stood for Guest explained that

"T couldn't tell you what that did stand for with that

. yellow on it."417

f Ferris White, .in his summation, stated it was the
oomplainantfs positioﬁ_théﬁ Baker'!s duty was to quell
disturbances which interferr'ed with citizens' rights. The
Shefiff had an inkling earlier_on September sixteenth that
there was to be a disturbance over the'Légion'g‘Flég—ewhich
was why his deputy was told to say or do nothing., Baker
admitted to being a Klansman. A number of individuals in
the crowd also belonged to this organization. The question
- was why Baker left the scene when he knew trouble was
brewing. Though there was 2 dispute as to the exact words
of the Sherilff, the evidence indicated that Beker had said

something akin to ordering the disputed colors struck. The

41Test1mony of Edward Guest, Commiss1on Hearlng,‘
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crowd threatened the flag with the eprarent mmowledﬂe of the
Sheriff. The undisputed evidence was that the Legion had
the legal rignt to display the friuﬁed emblem. 1iot only had
the Sheriff acquiesced in the deUOﬂstratlon, but went
'....dellberatelj upon the streets...tackling members of the
Post and dlbcu331ng it publicly, showing that he ‘himself
was publishing the facts of the disregard thev had for the
rights of the Legion at the time." As the incident was
widely publiciged, the Sheriff's actions had the additional
effect of disturbing the "....peace énd good will of the
citizens of this county, causing turmoil and dissension
between neighbors...." It was in this manner that the péace
of Pierce County was disturbed and, inasmuch as Frank L.
Béker encouraged the crowd, he had failed in his duty as a
public officiel. Baker should therefore be removed from
office,42 B

Responding for tne de¢endgnt Attorney lohn believed
the matter of Baker's membership in the Xu Rlux Klan was
irrelevant with regard to the late proceedings. Also, the
Sheriff was not a part of the riotous group and, as such,
the conplainants testimony was invalid.. Baker was not
responsible for the talk about the propriety of the flag.
Most importantly, the Sheriff went to ‘the Fair as an
individual. In short, the Sheriff was not guilty of

misconduet in of11ce, and as such, there were no grounds

4ZSummatlon of ﬂt torney Ferris Vhite, Commission
Hearing, FBI, Dpp. 259-262.
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for his removal,.43
Fred M. Wylie in reporting his findings to the
Goyernor, cited Fat lalone as the instigator of Klan
activity in the Ellsworth coummunity during the previous
suzner., It was a group of Klansmen and Klan sympathizers

yhich disputed the authenticity of the yellow fringed Flag--

which in reality was gold--and alleged that this emblem was

not oaly the Pope's color but the Pope's flag. Threats were
made in the direction of this emblem, Too, the Sheriff was
a Klansmen., ZEvidence indicated that the Post was asked to

take the vellow fringed emblem dovwn. Furthermore, the
3 £ ’

Legion offered to have the matter investigated by the Var

Department, but that seversl individuals stated that this
was-to no avail as the personnel there was largely Catholic.
Also, said Wylie
it seems that the authority the Klansmen had for
their objection to the "JellOV" fringe, and that
this was the Pope's color, was secured either
- from a pamphlet by said Pat lalone, or from
material in the Fellowship Worum, a periodical
published at Washington, D. C., dealing
principally with activities of the Klan and
propeganda ggainst the Catholic religion.44
Though there was not a mob riot, the Sheriff aided and
abetted the disturbance. This was an irresponsible action,
Baker should have forseen that this act would have had the

effect of degrading the "....0ffice of sheriff in the eyes

43Respondent's Brief, F3I, pp. 1l-4., This was sent dowm
to Commissioner Wylie after the hearing. : ‘

44 Report of Comnls~1oner Fred . Wylie, December 21,
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of a great majority of'citizéns.;.not only the Catholic
citizens of the'County, but all citizens other thén
Klansmen and taeir sympathizers, to have lost confidence
in the official integrity and judgement of Shefiff Beker,...
and must have caused resentment that a public official
should ally himself with the Tlan...." This only served o
aid the Klan in its preachments of hatred and bizotry.4?

Concluding his report, Commisgsioner Wylie stated that
the Sheriff was guilty of misconduct in officeq"....and..,
should be”remOVed from office except for the circumstance
that his term will expire before the order could be
enforced." Thus removal proceedings would De futile and
would tend to create disrespect for the constitutional -
Z%authority of the Governor. Under the circumsfances, the
‘best that GoverhéruBlaine could do would be to concur in his:
Commiscioner's findings., - The Governor might also issue a

gevere condemhation Qf the Shefiff'S\conduct.46 |

_Governor Blaiﬁe,gin rendering his decision, reiterated
Gommissioner_Wylié's.findings. Blaine went on to state |
_that the P6st was constituted of both Protestants and
Catholics who shared together the burdens of the recent Tar.

"Yet the Klan, in the furiousness of its fanaticism and 11§
extreme intolerance participated in an act that disturbed

the peace, that was an'affront to the American flag and to

: 45Report of Comnissioner Fred M. Wylie, December 21,
1926, FBI., po\l6o . .

461bid., p. 6.
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the World War veterans, and the sheriff of Pierce County
aided and abetted this disturbance and affront." It was
intolerable that Baker, as a public official, was in
alliance with an organization that practiced dissemination
of prejudice, hate and intolerance, Blaine agreed taat
time did not permit the successful conclusion of
impeachment proceedings. MNevertheless "....public officials
who associate themselves with an organization that
undertakes to take @oVernmeﬂt into ité own hands are guilty
of officizl Jlscondunt,.and the menmbershnip of Frauk L., Baker
in the Xu Klux Klan no doubt was res001s1ble for "is qe'flect
of duty and his offiéial misconduct.” In short, Sheriff
Baker had brought ﬁishonor to himself by his association
with this blighting organization.47

After the explratloa of hls term of office on January
1, 1927, the erstwhlle Snerlff returned to River Falls.
Charging the Governor with slander, Baker stated that
I do not deny that I am 2 Klansman, but I do deny
that being a member of the Klan in any way
disqualifled ne for performing the duties of
Sheriff, Tnere was slander in ths testimony of
several witnesses who apneared in the
invcstigation of the Legion flag affair...and the
Governor has slandered me in charging that I
neglected my duty. I am going to take the matter
directly to the Supreme Court.48
Baker also contended that the fact he was not removed by

the Governor did not make Blaine's eharges any less

4Tpecision of Governor Joun J. Blaiqe, December
27, 1920, FBI’ DDQ 1"4-0

‘48River Falls Journal, January 6,'1927, DPe le
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serious.49 However, the case never did reach the Wisconsin
Supreme Court. Thus the late fringed flag affair was, for

all intents and purposes,féloscd.5o

49p5ierce County Herald, Jaauary 6, 1927, p. l.

50 Personal Letter of Frank L. Clarke to John A,
Turcheneske, Jr., October 22, 1970. }xn Clarx is the
Clerk of the Wisconsin Supreme Court, :



Chapter iO

. CONCLUSION:

As-éarly as 1924, sentiment was expressed in geveral
areas of northwestern Wiscounsin that the Klan was definitely
not needed.! Indeed, it came as a surprise that the hooded
order was able to gain a following at all, These nore -
perceptive individuals saw the Klan as a fraud, preying upon
the imagined fears and prejudices of credulous people. The
Klan's philosophy was one of bigotry énd, as such, mitigated
against any constructive benefits accruihg from that order,2

Clearly, the hooded order was not needed in northwestern

Wisconsin if social disruption were. its object.

1Rice Lake Chronotype, January 30, 1924, p. 1. This
journal noted that editors Horace A, Breese of the Spooner
Advocate and "Paddy" Ryan of the Shell Lake Register
recently devoted several columns to a discusszion of this
topic. o ' o .

21bid. "Editor Horace A. Breese published a lengthy
editorIal in the last Issue of the Spooner Advocate in which
he szid there was never a thought that Ku Klux Klan
activities would come to their own door. FHe had carefully
listened to explanations by the organizer, but noted four
alms which tended to create discord and antagonism: anti-
Catholic, anti-Jew, anti~foreignor and aati-Negro.

Every good thing the Klan stood for Editor Zreese said
was already amply covered by churches, lodges and clubs
already existing and functioning in Spooner., The Klan
*anti! program he said wherever it operated resulted in
stirring up comnunity trouble, and for this reason he
thought Spooner would be bvetter off without it."

187
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The fact is, however, that the Xlan did attract a
following and did become a force for social disruption in
various commumities. From the standpoint of Klan
philosphy that America was to be remade in the Klan's
| imagé, it would verily appear that the Kluxers were oﬁt to
divide and conquer. A valid‘question to be asgked in this
regard is why the Klan was able to attract a following at
all. The answer lies in the Klan's philosqphy.‘ Under the
guigse of this orgenization's interpretation of Americanism,
the nation”ﬁas to be made whole. The concept of partio%ism
was twisted and warped out of all 1ts logical proportions.
Thus Klan adherents could not ses the forest of bigotry for

the trees of oune hundred perc%nt Americanisn which weré,

in reality,:compoged of anti-Catholic, Jewish, Negro and
foreign sentimeﬁ%i -To join the Klan was to rebuild
America. / | | . |

While the Klanligéted in ﬁorthwestern Wisconsin, its
influence in varioug-cgmmunities‘was strong enough to
inflict social disruption. The Ethan B. Minier political
affair is one recorded insténce which is illustrative of the
Klan's involvement in pblitics and reaction thereto. .Chetek |
wag the one dochenfed instance where tﬁe Klan attempted to
infiltrate the public schools so as to use them for its own
nefarious ends. TFor the most part, fhe remnainder of the
comnunities revezl one overfiding themes: the utilization
of anti-Catholic prejudice. The Catholics, in reality said

the Klan, were not dmericans because they owed their
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allegiance to the Pope, As if this were not-dangérbﬁsﬁ”"u'
enough, the Catholics were to murder off their Protestent -
neighbors once the Pope gave the signel for doing 0.
Other attempts at discrediting the Catholics were the
accusations -charging the priests and nﬁns'with'gross
immoralities. Cornell and Hudson well illustrate this
situation., The Klan tent burning affair near Hudson
indicates rather well the Catholic reaction to the ¥lan's
prejudice asainst them. Yet the Klan fell into a trap of
its own meking in that it bécame a victim of its own anti-
Catholic prejudice from an unlikely source-—-the American
Legion in Ellsworth. The Sheriff Baker episode is 1.77 . ll.
indicative of zn element of reaction against the Klan's
.ant1«0athollc pregudlce as attached to a yellow decorative
fringe on the American Flab.

For all its efforts in attempting tc gain a lasting
foothold in the-lifgfbﬁ ﬁdrthweétern Wisconsin, the Xlan's:
life-gpan in this ayeaﬁwas relatiﬁely short-lived—-a little
short of two years with peak activitj in 1926; Before the
Fall of 1926 was over, the Klan had ceased to be a viable
factor in this section of the state. True, the Klan vas
quite effective in disrupting community life and arraying
pe0p1é against each other. 3But in the long run, the~Klan-
was a failure, |

There appear several reasons for this, In devising
nand'implementing its devious philosophy, the Xlan had one

fatal flaw. It attemnpted fool all of the people all of
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the time. This, however, did not work. As Governor John
Blaine explained on several occasions, there just were not
that many credulous people in Wiscounsin. The GOVefnor,
himself anti-Klan, was elected to the United States Senate
in 1926. True, Robert Grahem, an alleged Klan candidate
was elected Assemblyman from St. Croix County in 1926,

Bﬁt Grahem was never heard from again once'his term was
over, From the Ellsworth area of Pierce County, the "o ...l
Governor,ﬁas given reports of great Klen streﬁgth. S+ill,
accbrding'to one Ellsworth resident, Father Shanszghy, all
the Klan candidates had been deféated. VIt_would appear as
oﬁe Pierce County resident stated that manj former KlﬁQeré
.and sympathizérs had feturned to tﬂé use of common seﬁse.3

Finally, th§Klan was the victim of its owmn hatred. By .
its actions, it had discredited itself. Charles Lowater,
for example, was r;ght fdr the wrong reagsoris in stating
%hat the moufhingsﬁof;bigotry Were the_seeds of the
organization's desﬁruction. Lowater was wrong only in that
he attempted to séparate the so-called Kian'principlés of

one hundred percent Americanism from the Klan's speakers.

3Personal letter of Ralph B. White to John A. :
Turcheneske, Jr.,, December 17, 1970, WVhite explained that
Klan ".;;.novelty wore off rapidly nere (Maiden Rock,,Pierce
County area) as we were not unfriendly to our catholic
acquaintances." Ag to the length of Xlan activity "....the
really up and at them part could not have lasted more than a
season when common sense again prevailled and money failed to
enrich the coffers." In regard to the mouney angle, Clair
Travis testified at the Baker hearing that "It takes quite a
little noney to keep up with the organization and dues. It
was for that reason I dropped out." (See Baker Investigation
Commission Hearing, p. 149) Also see end of Chapter Three.
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In actuaiity,'the speakers were meuthing Xlan ideology,
Mnd 1t is here that Pat Malone is the ﬁrime example. .His
misadventures with the law in Oconto helped to sound the
death !mell for the hooded order in this area. Practically
every local newspaper in northwestern Wisconsin gave an
account of the Malone trial., After taat very little was
heard of the Klan's former star and nothing was heard about
the Klan,

OQutside of Pat lialone discrediting the Klan, there was
the Sheriff Baker episode over the Legion's yellow Iringed
flag. The fact that the Sheriff was a Kluxer only made
matters worse., Baker's activity nearly cost him his
office~—which matter was also given wide publicity. Klan
‘éctivity ani reports thereof abruptly ceased thereafter.

Thus, the Ki Xlux Klan as a force in tae life of
northwestern Wiscons;n was- short, lived. Digcredited, it
did not surviw.re'beyopd‘, the futumn of 1926. As the Klan did
not gain a lasting f;o£hold, its long range influence at
the very most was“minimal. MHowever, in attempting to
propagate its own brand of Americenism with its attendent
hatred eand bigotry, many a commuﬁity's social_fabric was
reht cqsqnder, It would be sometime; therefore, before

relations in affected northwestern Wisconsin communities

would return to normal.
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