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believe the iAmerican Flag was red, white and blue. Thé
yellow fringe had no place on the National Plage. As to
being a member of the Ku ¥lux Xlan, Guest amitted that he
was, but that 1t had no bearing on the situation. He was
interested in the Flag matter because he believed it to be
his duty as an American citizen., Guest had seen‘service in
the Army and the Marines, but never saw a yellow fringed
Plag, and never took the time to give this subject his
conslderation,. - Though he had no objection to gold, Guest

was not able “to tell the difference vetween gold and yellow.

As to what the Legion's Flag stood for Guest explained that

"T couldn't tell you what that did stand for with that

. yellow on it."417

f Ferris White, .in his summation, stated it was the
oomplainantfs positioﬁ_théﬁ Baker'!s duty was to quell
disturbances which interferr'ed with citizens' rights. The
Shefiff had an inkling earlier_on September sixteenth that
there was to be a disturbance over the'Légion'g‘Flég—ewhich
was why his deputy was told to say or do nothing., Baker
admitted to being a Klansman. A number of individuals in
the crowd also belonged to this organization. The question
- was why Baker left the scene when he knew trouble was
brewing. Though there was 2 dispute as to the exact words
of the Sherilff, the evidence indicated that Beker had said

something akin to ordering the disputed colors struck. The

41Test1mony of Edward Guest, Commiss1on Hearlng,‘
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crowd threatened the flag with the eprarent mmowledﬂe of the
Sheriff. The undisputed evidence was that the Legion had
the legal rignt to display the friuﬁed emblem. 1iot only had
the Sheriff acquiesced in the deUOﬂstratlon, but went
'....dellberatelj upon the streets...tackling members of the
Post and dlbcu331ng it publicly, showing that he ‘himself
was publishing the facts of the disregard thev had for the
rights of the Legion at the time." As the incident was
widely publiciged, the Sheriff's actions had the additional
effect of disturbing the "....peace énd good will of the
citizens of this county, causing turmoil and dissension
between neighbors...." It was in this manner that the péace
of Pierce County was disturbed and, inasmuch as Frank L.
Béker encouraged the crowd, he had failed in his duty as a
public officiel. Baker should therefore be removed from
office,42 B

Responding for tne de¢endgnt Attorney lohn believed
the matter of Baker's membership in the Xu Rlux Klan was
irrelevant with regard to the late proceedings. Also, the
Sheriff was not a part of the riotous group and, as such,
the conplainants testimony was invalid.. Baker was not
responsible for the talk about the propriety of the flag.
Most importantly, the Sheriff went to ‘the Fair as an
individual. In short, the Sheriff was not guilty of

misconduet in of11ce, and as such, there were no grounds

4ZSummatlon of ﬂt torney Ferris Vhite, Commission
Hearing, FBI, Dpp. 259-262.
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for his removal,.43
Fred M. Wylie in reporting his findings to the
Goyernor, cited Fat lalone as the instigator of Klan
activity in the Ellsworth coummunity during the previous
suzner., It was a group of Klansmen and Klan sympathizers

yhich disputed the authenticity of the yellow fringed Flag--

which in reality was gold--and alleged that this emblem was

not oaly the Pope's color but the Pope's flag. Threats were
made in the direction of this emblem, Too, the Sheriff was
a Klansmen., ZEvidence indicated that the Post was asked to

take the vellow fringed emblem dovwn. Furthermore, the
3 £ ’

Legion offered to have the matter investigated by the Var

Department, but that seversl individuals stated that this
was-to no avail as the personnel there was largely Catholic.
Also, said Wylie
it seems that the authority the Klansmen had for
their objection to the "JellOV" fringe, and that
this was the Pope's color, was secured either
- from a pamphlet by said Pat lalone, or from
material in the Fellowship Worum, a periodical
published at Washington, D. C., dealing
principally with activities of the Klan and
propeganda ggainst the Catholic religion.44
Though there was not a mob riot, the Sheriff aided and
abetted the disturbance. This was an irresponsible action,
Baker should have forseen that this act would have had the

effect of degrading the "....0ffice of sheriff in the eyes

43Respondent's Brief, F3I, pp. 1l-4., This was sent dowm
to Commissioner Wylie after the hearing. : ‘

44 Report of Comnls~1oner Fred . Wylie, December 21,
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of a great majority of'citizéns.;.not only the Catholic
citizens of the'County, but all citizens other thén
Klansmen and taeir sympathizers, to have lost confidence
in the official integrity and judgement of Shefiff Beker,...
and must have caused resentment that a public official
should ally himself with the Tlan...." This only served o
aid the Klan in its preachments of hatred and bizotry.4?

Concluding his report, Commisgsioner Wylie stated that
the Sheriff was guilty of misconduct in officeq"....and..,
should be”remOVed from office except for the circumstance
that his term will expire before the order could be
enforced." Thus removal proceedings would De futile and
would tend to create disrespect for the constitutional -
Z%authority of the Governor. Under the circumsfances, the
‘best that GoverhéruBlaine could do would be to concur in his:
Commiscioner's findings., - The Governor might also issue a

gevere condemhation Qf the Shefiff'S\conduct.46 |

_Governor Blaiﬁe,gin rendering his decision, reiterated
Gommissioner_Wylié's.findings. Blaine went on to state |
_that the P6st was constituted of both Protestants and
Catholics who shared together the burdens of the recent Tar.

"Yet the Klan, in the furiousness of its fanaticism and 11§
extreme intolerance participated in an act that disturbed

the peace, that was an'affront to the American flag and to

: 45Report of Comnissioner Fred M. Wylie, December 21,
1926, FBI., po\l6o . .

461bid., p. 6.
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the World War veterans, and the sheriff of Pierce County
aided and abetted this disturbance and affront." It was
intolerable that Baker, as a public official, was in
alliance with an organization that practiced dissemination
of prejudice, hate and intolerance, Blaine agreed taat
time did not permit the successful conclusion of
impeachment proceedings. MNevertheless "....public officials
who associate themselves with an organization that
undertakes to take @oVernmeﬂt into ité own hands are guilty
of officizl Jlscondunt,.and the menmbershnip of Frauk L., Baker
in the Xu Klux Klan no doubt was res001s1ble for "is qe'flect
of duty and his offiéial misconduct.” In short, Sheriff
Baker had brought ﬁishonor to himself by his association
with this blighting organization.47

After the explratloa of hls term of office on January
1, 1927, the erstwhlle Snerlff returned to River Falls.
Charging the Governor with slander, Baker stated that
I do not deny that I am 2 Klansman, but I do deny
that being a member of the Klan in any way
disqualifled ne for performing the duties of
Sheriff, Tnere was slander in ths testimony of
several witnesses who apneared in the
invcstigation of the Legion flag affair...and the
Governor has slandered me in charging that I
neglected my duty. I am going to take the matter
directly to the Supreme Court.48
Baker also contended that the fact he was not removed by

the Governor did not make Blaine's eharges any less

4Tpecision of Governor Joun J. Blaiqe, December
27, 1920, FBI’ DDQ 1"4-0

‘48River Falls Journal, January 6,'1927, DPe le
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serious.49 However, the case never did reach the Wisconsin
Supreme Court. Thus the late fringed flag affair was, for

all intents and purposes,féloscd.5o

49p5ierce County Herald, Jaauary 6, 1927, p. l.

50 Personal Letter of Frank L. Clarke to John A,
Turcheneske, Jr., October 22, 1970. }xn Clarx is the
Clerk of the Wisconsin Supreme Court, :



Chapter iO

. CONCLUSION:

As-éarly as 1924, sentiment was expressed in geveral
areas of northwestern Wiscounsin that the Klan was definitely
not needed.! Indeed, it came as a surprise that the hooded
order was able to gain a following at all, These nore -
perceptive individuals saw the Klan as a fraud, preying upon
the imagined fears and prejudices of credulous people. The
Klan's philosophy was one of bigotry énd, as such, mitigated
against any constructive benefits accruihg from that order,2

Clearly, the hooded order was not needed in northwestern

Wisconsin if social disruption were. its object.

1Rice Lake Chronotype, January 30, 1924, p. 1. This
journal noted that editors Horace A, Breese of the Spooner
Advocate and "Paddy" Ryan of the Shell Lake Register
recently devoted several columns to a discusszion of this
topic. o ' o .

21bid. "Editor Horace A. Breese published a lengthy
editorIal in the last Issue of the Spooner Advocate in which
he szid there was never a thought that Ku Klux Klan
activities would come to their own door. FHe had carefully
listened to explanations by the organizer, but noted four
alms which tended to create discord and antagonism: anti-
Catholic, anti-Jew, anti~foreignor and aati-Negro.

Every good thing the Klan stood for Editor Zreese said
was already amply covered by churches, lodges and clubs
already existing and functioning in Spooner., The Klan
*anti! program he said wherever it operated resulted in
stirring up comnunity trouble, and for this reason he
thought Spooner would be bvetter off without it."

187
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The fact is, however, that the Xlan did attract a
following and did become a force for social disruption in
various commumities. From the standpoint of Klan
philosphy that America was to be remade in the Klan's
| imagé, it would verily appear that the Kluxers were oﬁt to
divide and conquer. A valid‘question to be asgked in this
regard is why the Klan was able to attract a following at
all. The answer lies in the Klan's philosqphy.‘ Under the
guigse of this orgenization's interpretation of Americanism,
the nation”ﬁas to be made whole. The concept of partio%ism
was twisted and warped out of all 1ts logical proportions.
Thus Klan adherents could not ses the forest of bigotry for

the trees of oune hundred perc%nt Americanisn which weré,

in reality,:compoged of anti-Catholic, Jewish, Negro and
foreign sentimeﬁ%i -To join the Klan was to rebuild
America. / | | . |

While the Klanligéted in ﬁorthwestern Wisconsin, its
influence in varioug-cgmmunities‘was strong enough to
inflict social disruption. The Ethan B. Minier political
affair is one recorded insténce which is illustrative of the
Klan's involvement in pblitics and reaction thereto. .Chetek |
wag the one dochenfed instance where tﬁe Klan attempted to
infiltrate the public schools so as to use them for its own
nefarious ends. TFor the most part, fhe remnainder of the
comnunities revezl one overfiding themes: the utilization
of anti-Catholic prejudice. The Catholics, in reality said

the Klan, were not dmericans because they owed their
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allegiance to the Pope, As if this were not-dangérbﬁsﬁ”"u'
enough, the Catholics were to murder off their Protestent -
neighbors once the Pope gave the signel for doing 0.
Other attempts at discrediting the Catholics were the
accusations -charging the priests and nﬁns'with'gross
immoralities. Cornell and Hudson well illustrate this
situation., The Klan tent burning affair near Hudson
indicates rather well the Catholic reaction to the ¥lan's
prejudice asainst them. Yet the Klan fell into a trap of
its own meking in that it bécame a victim of its own anti-
Catholic prejudice from an unlikely source-—-the American
Legion in Ellsworth. The Sheriff Baker episode is 1.77 . ll.
indicative of zn element of reaction against the Klan's
.ant1«0athollc pregudlce as attached to a yellow decorative
fringe on the American Flab.

For all its efforts in attempting tc gain a lasting
foothold in the-lifgfbﬁ ﬁdrthweétern Wisconsin, the Xlan's:
life-gpan in this ayeaﬁwas relatiﬁely short-lived—-a little
short of two years with peak activitj in 1926; Before the
Fall of 1926 was over, the Klan had ceased to be a viable
factor in this section of the state. True, the Klan vas
quite effective in disrupting community life and arraying
pe0p1é against each other. 3But in the long run, the~Klan-
was a failure, |

There appear several reasons for this, In devising
nand'implementing its devious philosophy, the Xlan had one

fatal flaw. It attemnpted fool all of the people all of
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the time. This, however, did not work. As Governor John
Blaine explained on several occasions, there just were not
that many credulous people in Wiscounsin. The GOVefnor,
himself anti-Klan, was elected to the United States Senate
in 1926. True, Robert Grahem, an alleged Klan candidate
was elected Assemblyman from St. Croix County in 1926,

Bﬁt Grahem was never heard from again once'his term was
over, From the Ellsworth area of Pierce County, the "o ...l
Governor,ﬁas given reports of great Klen streﬁgth. S+ill,
accbrding'to one Ellsworth resident, Father Shanszghy, all
the Klan candidates had been deféated. VIt_would appear as
oﬁe Pierce County resident stated that manj former KlﬁQeré
.and sympathizérs had feturned to tﬂé use of common seﬁse.3

Finally, th§Klan was the victim of its owmn hatred. By .
its actions, it had discredited itself. Charles Lowater,
for example, was r;ght fdr the wrong reagsoris in stating
%hat the moufhingsﬁof;bigotry Were the_seeds of the
organization's desﬁruction. Lowater was wrong only in that
he attempted to séparate the so-called Kian'principlés of

one hundred percent Americanism from the Klan's speakers.

3Personal letter of Ralph B. White to John A. :
Turcheneske, Jr.,, December 17, 1970, WVhite explained that
Klan ".;;.novelty wore off rapidly nere (Maiden Rock,,Pierce
County area) as we were not unfriendly to our catholic
acquaintances." Ag to the length of Xlan activity "....the
really up and at them part could not have lasted more than a
season when common sense again prevailled and money failed to
enrich the coffers." In regard to the mouney angle, Clair
Travis testified at the Baker hearing that "It takes quite a
little noney to keep up with the organization and dues. It
was for that reason I dropped out." (See Baker Investigation
Commission Hearing, p. 149) Also see end of Chapter Three.
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In actuaiity,'the speakers were meuthing Xlan ideology,
Mnd 1t is here that Pat Malone is the ﬁrime example. .His
misadventures with the law in Oconto helped to sound the
death !mell for the hooded order in this area. Practically
every local newspaper in northwestern Wisconsin gave an
account of the Malone trial., After taat very little was
heard of the Klan's former star and nothing was heard about
the Klan,

OQutside of Pat lialone discrediting the Klan, there was
the Sheriff Baker episode over the Legion's yellow Iringed
flag. The fact that the Sheriff was a Kluxer only made
matters worse., Baker's activity nearly cost him his
office~—which matter was also given wide publicity. Klan
‘éctivity ani reports thereof abruptly ceased thereafter.

Thus, the Ki Xlux Klan as a force in tae life of
northwestern Wiscons;n was- short, lived. Digcredited, it
did not surviw.re'beyopd‘, the futumn of 1926. As the Klan did
not gain a lasting f;o£hold, its long range influence at
the very most was“minimal. MHowever, in attempting to
propagate its own brand of Americenism with its attendent
hatred eand bigotry, many a commuﬁity's social_fabric was
reht cqsqnder, It would be sometime; therefore, before

relations in affected northwestern Wisconsin communities

would return to normal.
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