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Elsewhere in this issue Prof. John
Kidwell describes our efforts to expand
and remodel the law building. After read-
ing that piece, it should be clear why a
building only 25 years old has become
inadequate, at least during the regular
September-June school year. But what
about the summer, what about those
three months when the building is
deserted and ghostly winds blow through
empty corridors? Let's consider what
happened here this summer, a fairly
typical one.

The last final exam of the spring
semester was held on Friday, May 13th.
Friday night the Class of 1988 held a
party at the Edgewater, and on Saturday
there was an Honors Convocation at the
Memorial Union and Commencement
in the Field House. While these events
did not take place in our building, im-
promptu tours for families and friends
kept the chill off the halls at least until
Monday, May 16th. Then, thanks to the
required start of classes after September
1st, we did have a slack week. By Mon-
day, May 23rd, however, summer school
got underway with the three-week inter-
session. In this short period, full semester
classes are conducted, often in three or
four hour class periods.

Summer school continued for the rest
of the summer, with offerings of three,
five and ten weeks in duration. Our own
students, and visitors from other law
schools registered for some 20-25 differ-
ent courses. Many of these course are
taught by visiting faculty members,
experts in diverse fields, and add signifi-
cantly to the variety of courses which are
available to our students. While it is
somewhat difficult to give a total enroll-
ment, because of the variety of sessions,
perhaps 400 students attended, compared
to our "normal" enrollment of 875. The
summer enrollment is lower than we
expected, perhaps reflecting the avail-
ability of summer clerkships.

In June, ALI-ABA brought two of its
week-long continuing legal education
programs to the building. With lawyers
attending from around the country, we
were on national display. Also in June,
ATS, the continuing legal education arm
of the State Bar of Wisconsin, brought a
videotape crew to our Courtroom to film
another of its trial techniques programs.

(I even played a one line role in the tap-
ing, concluding with a challenge of my
competence!) The courtroom remained
active with a mock trial as part of the
University's College for Kids.

Three on-going summer programs
brought a variety of scholars to the build-
ing. The Legal History Program, the Fem-
inism and Legal Theory Project and the
International Legal Institutions Program
each placed demands on our offices and
classrooms. The largest of these pro-
grams, the Legal Institutions course,
enrolled 61 lawyers, judges and law stu-
dents from around the world. The largest
group this year were from Japan, surpass-
ing the German group for the first time.
For five weeks the students are housed in
the newest and nicest of the University's
dorms, learn about basic American law,
and partake in a variety of outside activi-
ties to learn about our society and our
profession.

As July came to a close, some 200 anx-
ious graduates of other law school ner-
vously awaited the Wisconsin Bar exam,
held in our building. The bar exam has
consistently produced excitement for us,
whether it is a break-down of the air con-
ditioning or an applicant going into labor
in the middle of the exam.

In August, the Civil Trial Counsel of
Wisconsin comes to the Law School for a
three-day educational program on trial
techniques. This course will occupy as
many as nine rooms simultaneously, pos-
sible only because it will occur in the sec-
ond week of the summer that does not
have any classes scheduled. Forty to fifty
trial lawyers and judges will attend, lis-
tening to lectures on trial tactics and
practicing in simulations with videotapes
recording the performances for subse-
quent critique.

The law library never seems totally
vacant. With hours on most days from
7:45 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., our summer stu-
dents and faculty are joined by lawyers
and summer clerks from Madison and
the surrounding communities doing
research in our collection.

Even if all these classes were not
being held in our building, there would
still be a substantial level of activity, if
not student traffic in the halls. A good
number of our faculty, while not on our
budget or teaching, are nevertheless busy
in their offices with preparations for new
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courses, updating materials and conduct-
ing scholarly research and writing. Sum-
mer research grants, an important con-
sideration in recruiting new faculty, add
to the number of faculty on-board each
summer.

Summer is also the time when the
placement office finalizes the on-campus
interview plans for the fall. Beginning in
the fourth week of classes, the first of
some 223 employers will come to class to
conduct 4000-5000 individual inter-
views. We are able to accomplish this
only through a lot of advanced planning
(and a good share of luck).

The deadline for applications to Law
School is February 1st. By summer the
admissions office should be fairly vacant.
Right? Wrong! Like most schools, we use
a "rolling" admissions process, with deci-
sions made to accept or reject right up to
the start of classes in the fall. Also, the
number of prospective students who
drop in for a look and a few questions
has increased dramatically in recent
years. The time necessary to assist these
applicants has also increased.

Perhaps one of the most important
tasks that went on this summer was plan-
ning for the space-crunch of the fall.
Each year we balance competing needs
for offices, conference rooms and class-
rooms. Each year, for the past decade,
the demands have increased while the
space has not. Within the next twelve
months four new tenured faculty mem-
bers will join us. Where they will find
offices, where they will have access to
computers for research and writing, and
where they will teach is still open to
debate. John Kidwell and his Building
Committee have been busy and remain
active in promoting a plan to relieve the
space-crunch.

For myself, summer is the time to
catch up on work diverted during the
busy spring and to accomplish at least
some of the major projects that otherwise
sit on my desk. Unfortunately some of
them are there summer after summer,
often with the price-tag increasing
through time. But there is a difference to
the summer-it is quieter. Looking over
my office phone costs, it is clear that the
phone is less busy during the summer. So
if you ever wanted to talk, give me a call
now. Whatever is on my desk can surely
wait a minute or two longer.


