
Comparative Admissions Statistics

increased from 236 to 603 during
the same period. Men and women
applicants compete equally in the
process. The fact that women
received a slightly higher percen-
tage of acceptances (40%) than
their percentage of total applica-
tions (35%) may be explained by
two factors: our women applicants
average almost 2.5 years older
than our men (27.49years v. 25.10
years), with experience beyond an
undergraduate degree identified
as a positive factor in our admis-
sions criteria; and the fact that
our women applicants had a
slightly higher median GPA than
our men (3.49 v. 3.43).

It would be possible to select a
complete first year class from
among qualified resident appli-
cants. Nevertheless, it is the
policy of the school to select ap-
proximately 20% of each class
from non-resident applicants.
Despite the fact that approx-
imately the same number of non-
residents applied and were offered
acceptances, sixteen more
registered this year than last (71
v. 55). This is roughly the same
number by which our total enroll-
ment target was exceeded. Our
class comes from 22 states and the
District of Columbia, including
231 from Wisconsin, 13 from Il-
linois, 10 from New York, 8 from
Minnesota, 6 from California and
5 from Massachusetts. They
represent 98 different under-
graduate schools (115 from UW-
Madison, 15 from Marquette and
13 from UWM).

With the policy noted above,
favoring experience, it should
come as no surprise that our new
students have a variety of ad-
vanced education. Among the
Class of 1984 are 35 persons with
some graduate study, 43 with
Master's degrees, 3 with Ph.D's,
one minister and one dental
surgeon. The variety of post-gra-
duate work experience is also im-
pressive.

In summer 1979 the Wisconsin
Legislature adopted a law requir-
ing the University of Wisconsin
Law School to allow students who
are admitted to Law School to
enroll on a part-time basis. The
same procedures and criteria ap-
ply whether an applicant wishes
to attend full-time or part-time.
After an applicant has been ac-
cepted for admission by the Ad-
missions Committee, the appli-
cant is asked whether he or she
wishes to attend full-time or part-
time. The only conditions on part-
time attendance, imposed by the
Faculty for educational reasons,
are that all first year required
courses (totaling 26 credits) must
be completed within two years
from. the date of entry into Law
School and all requirements for
the J.D. degree (totaling 90 cred-
its) must be completed within six
years from the date of entry.

In August 1979, 7 accepted ap-
plicants chose to attend Law
School on a part-time basis. The
number of applicants who opted
for part-time attendance was un-
derstandably small since most of
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Picking a class of law students
is a lot like shooting into a flock of
ducks: from a distance one duck
looks about like every other, and
when you fire, you never know
just how many ducks are going to
fall. Admissions hopes to be more
scientific and has, in fact, become
quite accurate in their process
since the mushrooming of applica-
tions in the late 1960's, but occa-
sionally the unexpected still hap-
pens.

The table below offers some
comparisons of the three most re-
cent classes and the class admit-
ted 10 years ago in 1971. These
statistics are taken from annual
reports compiled by the Admis-
sions Office. These reports have
been compiled since the
mid-1960's. Before that time ad-
missions was a more casual pro-
cess. The Law School archives in-
cludes the recollections of a dis-
tinguished attorney who entered
this School in 1905- after failing
his first year of Business School!
Selection required no more than
asking the dean for permission to
register. Obviously, it was
routinely granted! Current pro-
cedures are more rigorous and the
number of applicants pushes the
standards higher every year.

After a brief slump in the late
1970's, the number of applicants
has risen steadily since 1979. The
current level is still less than the
record (1994 in 1977), but sub-
stantially more than we can ac-
cept. The reader should keep in
mind that as standards have
risen, self-selection tends to hold
down the total number of appli-
cants.

The number of students who
registered, always a fraction of
the number offered admission, in-
creased marginally in 1981. This
number (302) is slightly more
than our target (approximately
285). This year more ducks fell
than the formula predicted!

The number of women in the
class remains just above 40%.This
is in marked contrast to the class
entering in 1971 with 14%women.
The number of women applicants
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# of applications
# of acceptances
# registered
# of women
# of residents
# of non residents
Median LSAT score
MedianGPA

1981
1734
587
302

126 (41%)
231
71

659
3.43

1980
1533
569
287

134 (46%)
232
55

649
3.41

1979
1419
590
287

125 (43%)
227
60

646
3.33

1971
1907
640
340

47 (14%)
nla
nla
632

3.20



the applicants accepted for Fall
1979 were unaware of the
availability of part-time atten-
dance and had already made pre-
parations to attend on a full-time
basis. Of the 7 students who indi-
cated attendance in the part-time
program in Fall 1979:

1 - did not register and reap-
plied for Fall 1980 admis-
sion and is currently
enrolled full-time

1 - began part-time attendance
and withdrew before com-
pleting any work

1 - did not register and re-
quested and was granted a
deferral ofadmission to Fall
1980. Did not enroll.

1 - completed 26 credits but is
not currently enrolled

3 -began part-time attendance
and are currently continu-

ing part-time.
In the Fall of 1980, 19 students

registered on a part-time basis:
2 -began part-time attendance

and withdrew before com-
pleting any work

2 - completed 15-16 credits but
are not currently enrolled

11 - are currently enrolled and
are now taking 10 or more
credits (considered full-
time)

4 - are currently enrolled and
are continuing on a part-
time basis (under 10 cred-
its)

In the Fall 1981 entering class,
16 students have registered on a
part-time basis.

In summary, 3 part-time stu-
dents who entered in Fa.1l1979are
continuing on a part-time basis, 4
part-time students who entered in
Fall 1980 are continuing on a
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part-time basis, thus making a
total of 23 students currently in
the part-time program.

On reflection the analogy at the
beginning of this article is not par-
ticularly apt. Our experience with
students does not suggest that
they are anything like ducks. Nor,
after the inspection given each ap-
plicant by our Admissions Com-
mittee, does one applicant look
like any other. The greatest disap-
pointment for us is that many
qualified applicants, persons who
may go on to distinguished careers
after attending another law
school, have to be rejected here.
Our process, however, after years
of refinement, is our best consen-
sus and has yielded class after
class of entering law students in
whom this school can have
justifiable pride.

Prof. Walter Raushenbush, who
continues to serve as President of
the Law School Admission Coun-
cil, spoke to the ABA section of
Legal Education and Bar Admis-
sions at the ABA Annual Meeting
in New Orleans and to the ABA-
NYU Conference on Legal Educa-
tion in the '80's last month in New
York. Michael Remington ('73)
has been appointed as deputy leg-
islative affairs officer for the Ad-
ministrative Office of the US
Courts. Remington previously
worked as counsel to the House
Judiciary subcommittee on courts,
civil liberties and the administra-
tion of justice. Philip R. Smith
('57) was elected President of the
First Wisconsin Trust Co. by its
Board of Directors. Smith began
with First Wisconsin-Madison in
1963 as Assistant Vice President.
Dan E. Jarman was named a
director of Incentcom, a division of

Travel Destinations. Jarman gra-
duated in 1961,and has worked in
the travel business for the past 17
years.

Alumni across the country have
also been active at a number of
Law School events. In October
Dean Helstad and Emeritus Prof.
John Conway represented this
School at an Alumni Reception
held in conjunction with the An-
nual Meeting of the State Bar of
California. A few weeks later Prof.
Frank Tuerkheimer, recently
returned to the Law School after
four years as US Attorney for the
Western District of Wisconsin at-
tended a reception in Minneapolis
for Twin Cities Alumni. In Novem-
ber Dean Helstad completed his
cross country trip by appearing
with Prof. Raushenbush at an
alumni luncheon at the Wall
Street Club in New York City.
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