
Professor Raushenbush

Changes and innovations in
legal education, as well as
elsewhere, tend to make the news,
but what about the "traditional"
law school curriculum which on
the surface appears to stay much
the same from year to year? We
hope to show you through a series
of stories in this issue of The
Gargoyle that the traditional cur-
riculum is alive and well,though it
too has been undergoing some
change.

In the first place, despite the in-
roads of the clinical courses and
the practice-simulation courses
such as General Practice and
Trial Advocacy,at least two-thirds
of all student credit hours in the
second and third years are earned
in the traditional courses and
seminars. In the fall semester of
1978-79, for example, 13 tradi-
tional courses each enrolled more
than 75 students. They are, with
enrollments shown in
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parentheses: Evidence (224);
Trusts & Estates (a) (209); Basic
Administrative Law (172); Taxa-
tion I (157); Modern American
Legal History (155); Real Estate
Transactions I (124); Professional
Responsibilities (115);Accounting
and Law (95); Local Government
Law (92); Commercial Law (85);
Creditors and Debtors Rights (85);
Constitutional Law I (81); and
Business Associations (76). An
additional 22 courses each
enrolled 75 or fewer students.
They ranged from traditional
coursessuch as Corporations and
Conflict of Laws to the less tradi-
tional topics such as Indian Law
and the Role of the Police in a
Free Society. Twelve seminars
also were-offered. In addition to
the 35 courses and 12 seminars,
there were eight separate clinical
courses plus the practice-simula-
tion courses such as Client Coun-
seling, General Practice and Trial

Advocacy. Clearly, this is a rich
and varied program which only a
large law school with a large
faculty is able to offer.

In the first-year fall semester
courses, we find the traditional
subjects of Civil Procedure, Con-
tracts, Criminal Law and Torts.
Altogether, 25 separate sections
in these four subjects were offered
to roughly 300 first-year students.

The stories which follow in this
issue of The Gargoylewill give you
a glimpse of what is going on in
the traditional curriculum. Pro-
fessor Tushnet summarizes some
of the innovations which are tak-
ing place in some of the first-year
courses. Professor Kidwell gives
you a good overview of the
changes in teaching techniques
and general attitudes toward legal
education which appear to be tak-
ing place throughout the cur-
riculum. Professor Whitford pro-
vides us with a glimpse of the
difficulties of teaching in an area
of statutory law which is rapidly
growing and changing. Professor
Clune, through an example, il-
lustrates the difficulties inherent
in any attempt to achieve curricu-
lar "reform." And Professor
Church deals with the seemingly
perennial problem of grading. I
hope you will find all of these sto-
ries as interesting and informa-
tive as I did.
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