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a good rnany of our meE1 and ki.J.l.ed (3eneral 
:·1(:: f'/2-rsor: (;~::": Ph:;:;·r.... S()f'~) r)e \-.{ClS orse~ of oU.r' 

I r~tre&ted back 2 miles 

I {j c: n ~ t %. n (':\"J ~'i :".:>:.;-! ;.:1 ;~':,:.~; 1 ::;; r ~15 -e s~: a P~;(j ~ VJe 
la3.d Ol~t 2eb~ lJy the ~1undreds ar!d captured 
a gr'eat many pr'iseners and captt;r'ed 3 Rebel 

~~n~::~s~i~:elrw~~S~e;~Sn:~~ht:~:nh~;r~:~~; 
but I got. away_ I lost ev~~ryt~1ing I had 
got~ I lost ~~:~r'ythl.ng-my rlapsack, blarlket 
and aJ.J. m"y cJ.ath at'~d boc~s and all my writ~ 

.1. r1SJ ~Jcl r::0-:~' ;-;1 n(~~. r:: Y' Ca.:1 t (: e: rl ~--:~; de k e. nd e './ >,-::~ f";, 

'y'()lJ r):i>::t~~r;~:;.,. 5~ ': .... 

. ~fl.ank, a dl.stance of tV.Jf~n t y- tV10 rnll.t=~~;;~ The regiment was then 

involved in a battle two days later at Ezra Church. Hood at-

The regiment remained on the skirmish line until the first 

~ay of Augtlst, and on i:he reserve lirle until AtlgUSt 6~ 

engaged briefly on that day~ For the next ten days, it held 

positions 500 yards frem the Confederate lines and was und~r 

constant fire. It was put into motion on August 26, and struck 

the Atlanta and West Point Railroad on August 28. I t des troy,,~d 

the road on t118 next day and advanced toward the ~iacon Rail ­

road on August 30. It was present at the battle of Jonesboro 

not actively engaged~ On September 1, 1864, Hood pulled 

the Confederate forces from Atlanta. The following day, Sher­

mants forces occupied the city. Within a few days, all civil ­

47. Letter. George F. Shepherd, Wisconsin State Historical 
Sc)ciety, ,~·'1(lr~Llscr·i.})ts1 .S1")(~;;~··:er(l L.ettt:;r .filt~* 
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ians were or"dered to evacuate the city and by mid September", 

Atlanta~ for all practi.caJ, purposes 1 was a Union military past~ 

had proved capable and ready for" the kind of fighting 

it was called on to do~ Two off~.cers arld twenty~nine men died, 

nine officers and one hundred and four"teen men S\lff0red from 

wounds, and twenty si.x ~4~r~ reported Inissing at the close of 

the campaign~ The campaign involved only fotJr mc~th5 of fj.ght­

ing, biJl it acc0unted for fifty~r~irle percent of the regirnental 

~ ~ ~\:~:P ~.. ".,t_;.~.A ~~r~.~... 48deatt1s from en~~my actlon .(or __ ~ _ -~-- ~~~-, 

The regin~nt conti.nued to travel i.n the next fline mC!1tt1S. 

The men that were sick were left behind in field hospitals 

or sent to Camp Randall in Wisconsin. Sherman needed men to 

move quickly and on half rations most of the time. The regi­

rnent cet.c~'l.c(~d it~s steps to r-<:es<3ca, rett1rned t.o Atlcnt~'l., marched 

to Savannah, through the Carolinas into Virginia and on to 

Was~lir~gton D~ C~ 1:he morale of the reqj.ment was high when it 

was on the move and when Col. Rusk was in charge. During the 

on the move and Col. Rusk was in charge the greater share of the 

On October 1, 1864 at East Point, Georgia, The Twenty-

fifth was attached to the Second Brigade, First Division of 

the Seventeenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. Oliver 6. Howard in ccm~ 

t,,9
mand. By October, Sherman had accomplished his objective of 

/~ -:} f5 "" ~":i ;.~ .C () l' I·::: ~:; .::» t:;' '.!. ':. j~ (::: ::. ~ :~ ~ £.S ~., E:· (~ r~ i (; S I ~ ...../ c: 1 ~ )(:< >~ V· I II, F: ~:;. c t... > 

III, f)(& 4,;3~3>o 

XXXVIII, 

~~-~""""""""""~~~"""""''''''-~~'''''''''''''~~~ 
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He wc.nted 

forcss to C2p·t~_3re ?ichmond and thus to bring a.n erld 

war. Hood, positioned 30 miles south of Atlanta at Lovejoy1s 

station, made a desperate move nort.h in an attempt to cut 

Sh2rm~:r~'s ccmmunicat5.on a!~d suppl.; lir)0 from Chattanooga» Heed 

Sherman in the reconnbissance campaign of October.and Novemb~r, 

1664, on guard duty on the supply train. It moved as far Tlorth 

as Resaca and Snake Creek Gap where it had fought on May 

15. Toward the end of the month, it moved northwest and camped 
":::-"""""'<'" 

s·t Gaylesville, AlabsJna, on the Little River& 3eli.evirq that 

Hood was not capable of retaking Tennessee, Sherman decided 

fo return to Atlanta to join with the Arrny of the Potom2C~ He 

wa s no lenger wo:c;;.~ led db(1u t commun i ca tion ,,,.,i ttl At.lanta because 

he had decided to march to Savannah. F~c~ 2~vannah, he planned 

to join with the Army of the Potomac to defeat Lee and take 

". < 50
f~ lchmonJ • 

The Twenty-fifth 10ft Atlanta on November 15, 1864, and 

acted as rear guard for the Seventeenth Corps on its historic 

march to Savannah. At Monticello it was relieved of train 

guard duty and returned to its brigade. It participated in 

____w •• _ 

~~~ ­--~ ~-~ 
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foraging and the destruction of railroads as lr passed tl1rough 

Gordon, at the jtlnct5.on of t:1i11.edgeville 2rld Eatonton and Geor~ 

gia r~clfic Cer1tral Railrc2ds~ It advanced to Toomsboro, wher"e 

it was detailed a~ pontoO[1 gllard and enai.neer corps under Rusj(1S 

f:. /, 

command,,';;'!' 

SOUtt1 i.n a lette~ he wrote ~~O~0 to f'lis 
r '~ 

family~~~ 

~~ 6L ~ ~ ~~(l(~ cl.~:::.ck· t.:·~';-".:j:~2{-::l:"(:. 4 00 

that· I h.s.te the n·s:.me of. 
~ ::.>~}(-; 50 rna.ny ()f 

them." ",~ur-:r:j,nq 

them 
a­

.l 011C;J i t"l t ~l~? .r':2 .:;'t '[" \! :l. t h t t·~ ~~ ~"/S. gc: n t: r' 2"1 .i. r15 t:·-'/ 
t~le htlndredc~ eating up our rashens&~~to 

see and smell 't~le ol(j Batel feilds, to see 
·tr-:e dea.~j r1()r5E~S ;JGrj rC:ll~::.Is arld. fnen no't..: a 
half covered you tell them that love nigers 
to go and live with them. I don't loy~ the 
'-ec'!"'" .... .-.r .,1-.;;, (""""')''''''''''( t~C"" ll"'''~ ~,., II::;J,~ '.J ',.,.) ,>I~ l ~;""I ..... j { ........ • - '.J:.. ~} ......? ~ : ,<~ J ... 1:::.... .:.. { t & 

On December ~1, 1864, the Twenty-fifth fought with the 

one rnan ~·las killed and ()f1.e. was \'Jo~..n:ded~ ()r: DE~(.:.e;y~h·c:r "1?? i,t 

took a position at Dillon's Bridge which it finished construct­

1n9 a week later. It remained at Dillon 1 s Bridge on picket 

and garrison duty until January 3, '1.8650 On !:.hat di.'ly, it marched 

through Savannah aod on to BeaUfort, Port Royal Island, South 

Carolina" It remained camped at Port Royal Island for ten days~ 

Members of the Twenty-fifth did not make any special com­

51~ Casson, 22­ ~ .. , p" 113" 

52" Shepherd mispel1ed a t'\\)'lYlber. or \vor.ds but his \<frltlng ~.;as 
no'; pdited~ 

53" Letter, George Po Shepnerd, Wisconsin state Historical 
Society? MantlScript5, Shephecd Letter EllIe. 
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ment on the foraging and destrtlction t.hat took place on Sher~
 

the Twer1ty-fifth left Pert Royal Isl.2nd in mid-,January, as a 

It crosse~j the Pocotaliqo River 

on Januar-y 14 and ajV&rlce~J wi.th little oppositi.on to the Charles~ 

ton and Savannah Railroad. On January 18, near Me Phersonville, 

it participated in a light skirmish in attempt to protect 2 

forage train .. It reconnoitered near Salkahatchie River and 

1 , " h' .... twas lnvolved in a 19n~ S~lrmlS~l .wo days late.c. On ,January 

to fatigue duty in order to cut timber to 

bui Id r-OClO.5 "" 

On f'ebruary 2, the regiment was pr'2pared for ba"t,tle at 

River~s Bridge oh the Salkahatehie River. It was at this point 

ttlat Gen.~ Joseph A~ Mower's Division was tleld up and the entire 

left wing of Sherman's advance was waiting to follow it. Rusk's 

regiment was attached to the brigade that was to lead the charge. 

However, its commanding officer was not available when Mower 

called on him to cl.e·~r tilcl::>ri.dge and ar:other br.igade 'das enqaged" 

Rusk complained of being left behind because of his commander's 

absence.. 'I'[)e battle fox: the bridge proved to be too dl ffleul t 

to take. Mower remembered Rusk's complaint and called for him • 

.,., ,,~~ ~~~ ,,"---, 



River's Bridge succe5s.f·ulJ.y~ During ·the battle, ttle enemy shot 

the charge en foot and Gen. Mower's division followed. The 

.............. ~ .."; ""''t-... --. .,....... ,.,- t··;.... "" "" ...... { ·1·...-"1·~· """""''''f't ~ ...."\~ ....... d .. '.~l~ r' ;:::,~,;;:~c-:~ ..• ..·o.~.""~~:·,"".
.... '1,~. t·."" ..• ~ r'..} :: ~ t:":' L!;'" ~ '-::-~ 5,.. I r;, .' : .~ -€.:" ' ..., "'.: ~. ' ' '': ~; ~ ~ ........ \_~ $ .. ~~. : ) ~~ t:':' ~. _ ..... ......... ...._ \ ... ..-........ ~ :. ~ • )-" ~ '_ )
 

The regirr~~nt was employed as a ~Jor~~ detail to corduo~~y the 

ton and Allgusta Pailcoad at, f~idway, seventy-two mi.l,~s frcn~ 

It destroYed the railroad and marched on to Edisto 

River. Then on February 9, 1865, the regiment dislodged the 

enemy from the Edisto River. It waded through the swamp and 

forced thb enemj' from its positior1~ The following day, it aided 

the cr·os~d.ng of Ule troops tha t. ,,':ere conducti.ng a reconnaissance 

exped.i t inn. 

TrH:' er,e:r;y cont.i. f'l1Jed to move a t a pace tha twas 01'11 y 1im­

Bridges were burr1ed sa all waterways had to be crossed by using 

pontoon bridges. The regiment marched through Orangeburg to 

February 18, it destroyed the railroad at Columbia and remained 

there two days doing provost duty~ The regiment continued to 

corduory roads and work on pontoon detail as it marched north. 

:".. ;, ~. ~ ,.' .-. 
i. L.,;, ::.,: ...............;, (: -6


~6~ 
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The Twenty-fifth entered North Carolina on March 8, ~.865 

On March 20, wtlile empl.6yed as rea,r train quar"d, j.t joined 

Geno Howard a·t a point on tt18 GoJ.dsboro and Fayet·teville Roado 

It supported tile Tt1irty~second Wis~onsin on a charg~ an pnemy 

Third Mictli.gan B~·t·tery as ~211 as guarded the suppl~ tr~.in 

city of Goldsboro* 

The regiment remained camped outside of Goldsboro until 

April. 10, 1865, at whictl time it rnarched toward the Nel1se River 

near fa l;Leqh, Nor.th c,3.r·o.U. na, arr i vi ng there five days .la tet" ~ 

At Raliegh f it prepared to do battle with' Gen. Johnston's 

forces, however, movements ceased when news of his surrender 

arrived~ The surrender did not meet the approval of President 

Lincoln, so ~)ostilities resumed on Apri.l 

surrendered the next day, and the proposed terms were acceptedq 

The Twenty-fifth camped at Raleigh until April 29, preparing 

to march to Washington, by way of Richmond and Fredericksburg. 

The regiment arrived at Alexandria near the Potomac on 

April 19, crossed the Potomac River on May 24, and participa­

ted in the Grand Review of Gen. Sherman*s army in Washington. 

It camped at Crystal Springs four miles from the capl.tal where 

it remained until June 7, 1865. On that day, the men recieved 

orders of discharge and set out for home. The regiment arrived 

in Madison, Wisconsin, on .june It was paid, and for­
" ... 

..:::~':'" n~a 11 ~.f d 1 Sf~: 1. S 512::'1.0 ~~' . 

~~~~'··M'''·.············_~''·····M.~~_~ 
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~rlle Twerlty~fifth lost mere men d~ring the Civil War tt12n 

of its full enroll!nerlt died. Howe~!er, 414 of the 47-1. dead, 
~.~ /" 

died -from diseas80 JC Ttle regiment suffered severe losses be~ 

cause of a variety of factors other tt1arl enemy fire~ During 

the first year of duty it spen-t tt18 wintel~ months in Minnesota 

and Wisconsin~ While stationed in Mississippi and Arkansas 

during the summer months of 1863, it suffered from the heat 

and humidity~ Througt10tlt the entire war after 1863, it man~ 

euvered in the field withollt perrr~ar1erlt shelt.er. Also, the 

conditions in the can~ps it lived in were j.deal for qllick spread 

of contagious di.seases. 

The morale of the Twenty-fifth was subject to depression 

at tinles of inactivity and illne55~ Whi~0 ~tationed. ir1 Mln~~ 

esota; Madison, Wisconsin; and Columbus, KentuckY1 in 1862-63 

the regiment had discipline problems. When it was active in 

the field its members had little time to complain or think 

about their prospects of living or dying. Also, while in the 

field the regiment suffered fewer losses than when it had been 

stationed in camps on the Mississippi River. In the field it 

suffered less and could see a purpose in activities. 

5(.. Rood, 



The Twenty~fift.h played a significant rol.e in the Civil. 

-;;'~~'"'''' It fougf)t in severa}. irnpor'tant battles (See Apper1dix 

VII 1 p~ 39) and participated in se~eral movements that were 

Its preserrce at Vicks­

burg and actions i.n the Meridian, Atlanta, Savannah, and Caro­

1.iE1& Campai.gns were cf" significant value and the carr~paj.gns 
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Ranks 6(t~j Abbreviatj.ons 

General 

l_:ieuter~ant General 

tile j or Genera J 

Brigadier General 

Colonel 

Lieutenant Colonel 

Capi ta.i.n 

Lieut..:enant 

:3e.n;eant 

Corpor"a 1. 

Pri\l8te 

Gen~ 

Briq~ Gen~ 

Col"
 

Lt.. CoL
 

Capt" 

Lt ~ 

S9 t~ 

Cp1., 

Pvt .. 
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Summary of Regiment~s Mortalit.y Lj~st$~! 

1 officer and 30 enlisted men killed in action~ 

2 officers and 20 enlisted men died of wounds* 

: man died by accider)t (shot). 

7 officers and 407 men died ot disease. 

f\ to tal c f -47:l * 
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