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the addition table thoroly learned - also most of the
subtraction tebles. Numbers two, three, and five have
just begun factoring seses» Numbers six and saven need a
text in Geography s.sss. Number one’s work waz mostly
reviewing this term - she wrote for a diploma."l7
In 1910 the fall term convened on Septembesr 12, The daily
program began at nine o'clock, and aschool was dismissed at four P. M,
There was an hour at noon for lunch and games, and a short recess wmid-
morning and mid-afterncon. Classes were not listed as grades, but as
clasa &, B, or €, Primary Form, or Class A, B, or €, Middle Form, with
some combinations within the form. For example: "Middle Form A & B =
Spelling = 3:55=64:00; Primary Form B & C - Numbers - 10:45-11:00,718
In 1914~15 the teacher was a young lady who had been the
youngest student in the school in 1900, This year, in addition to the
usual Reading, Numbers, History, Geography, Urammar, and Spelling, a new
course was added for the upper grades. Agriculture was taught and
included & study of types of soll, germination tests for seed corn and
other grains, soil conservation, and crop reotation. Since a majority
of the students would not continue their education beyond the country
school, and many would stay in the community fo become farmers and
farmers' wives, this course became a requirement throughout the county.
Although thare was much practicality in the rural school,

cultural things were not neglected, The older students, between the

years 1910 and 1920, read such classice as “"Evangeline,” "The Courtship

17est Indies School Register, 1909-10.

18yest Indies School Register, 1910-11.
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of Miles Standigh," “"Lady of the Lake," and 'Merchant of Venice,™
In Bumbers class there was no text for the primary children,
The teacher taught the basic math using only the blackboard. More

sdvanced students used Milne's Elementary or Milne's Standard math

texts. The title of the grammar book used was, Mother Tongue.

Buring the years between 1910 and 1920 a letter grading system
was used for report cards and school records. OCUbservant teachers noted
students who had trouble with promuseiation, and who were performing
poorly, probably due at least in part to poor eyesight. There was also
concern for a student who did only failr school work, but much manual
labor at home.,

Abput 1910 the use of terms in the school year was discontinued,
and the school year from then until 1926 consisted of eight months of
instruction, usually convening the second week in Ssptember, and ending
during April or the first part of May.

In 1926 the West Indles School closed the year with a piconic on
April 16, The teacher was Ruth Olson, A parent and teachers meeting
was held, followed by a picnic dinner, There was an afterpoon program
including an sddressz by Mr. Jean F, Bolfe of the La Crosse Hormal School.
There was glaso victrola entertalinment by Miass Davis, the county super-
vising teacher, and community singing, led by MHr. Rolfe,19

IThe following summer, at the annual school meeting, the voters

decided to operate the school on a nine month basis. This continued to

1%est Indies School Reglater, 1925-26,
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ke the pattern until the school closed in May, 1953,

During the early years of the school's operation, water was
carried from a nearby farm for drinking, but eventually s well was dug
and & pump installed on the southeast corner of the building, & wood
stove was always used to provide heat. During the winter of 1910 the
county superintendent became concerned about ventilation in county
schools, and convinced the school board to made an openiang in the wall
behind the stove. In extremely cold weasther the west wind blew in
mercilessly, and the young lady who was teaching at the time coveresd the
hole, deciding there was entirely too much ventilation,2

The building originally had wiodows on both the north and south
walls, but that, too, was changed at the county superintendent's
suggestion. The north windows were closed up, and additional windows
were adddéd .on the south side. This was supposed to make the room
warmer and alsoc add more light. When evening asctivities wsre held at
the school, which was only for special cccasions such as Halloween or
Christmas, kerosens lamps in wall brackets provided illumination,

Except for an occasional ride in a horssdrawn wagon or sleigh,
children walked to school. Upon arriving at school, coats and caps were
hung on hooks in the entry way at the front of the building. Uvershoes,
or other cutdoor footwear were arranged along the wall beneath the coats,

and lunch pails were placed on shelves. It was the sssigned duty of

201 nterview with Grace ¥Webb, Jackson County Superintendent
of Schools, 1933-1950, Black River Falls, Wisconsin, July 17, 1975,
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one c¢child to see that the entry room was neat and orderly before classes
began. In the early years of the school, thirsty students shared a
common: dipper in & bucket of water., Later a more sanitary ‘bubblexr!

was used. Jhis consisted of a covered contsiner which held sbout ten
gallons of water, mounted on s stand about two and one~half feet high.
Cn the side of the contalner, and near the bottom, was a spout fastensd
with rubber gaskets, and containing a valve. It operated in such a way
that when a child pressed a button, he could get g drink of water in
much the same way a person would from a modern drinking fountain. A
pail stood beneath the spout to catch the overflow. It became the job
of one of the colder students to £111 the bubbler from the pump each day,
and to empty the bucket of overflow water.

Lunches were carried to school = some in fwo guart tia syrup
pails - some in 'store bought' lunch pails with pictures on them =~ and
some in paper bags. Typical lunches consisted of sandwiches; cockies
and fruit. However, there was sometimes infinite variety, depending on
the creastivity of the mothers and the likes and dislikes of the children.
In the 1930'%s an oill stove was provided., The children brought foods
such as soup or hot dishes o school in small glass jars. These were
placed on the stove in a pan of warm water and thus heated to be saten
with the noon meal, ©On a cold day this was a welcome addition to a
cold lunch.

Each year some of the students best work was exhibited st the
county fair in competition with entries from other schools in the county.

In 1924 the West Indies pupils won sixteen dollars in prize money,
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The fair was held in September, and when the check arvived in Descember,
the students decided to use the money to make purchases of small items
needed in the classroom.<l

During the fall of 1924 the older students contributed a weekly
article to the Melrose Chronicle entitled, 'Hest Indies School Items.”
It contalned noted about school happenings, as well as commenta on the

nrogress of farm work and sctivities in the comsunity.

PROGRESS AND PHASE-QUT

The late 1920%'s and early 30'z was a time of financial stress
in the little community, as it was in the entire country. The school
continued to operate, but with no money spent on major changes until
1938, By then rural Blectrification had brought light and power to
the farms of the areas, benefitting the school. & former student
assisted a local electrician in wiring the school building for lights
and a few outlets., Soon after this a small radic was purchased, and
students enjoyed weekly saducational programs from the Wisconsin School
of the Air,

The school continued to be the social center of the community,
with the Christmas program and the annual school picenic being the
highlights of the vear. ¥hen school district consolidation was advised,
there were mixed feelings in the district concerning such a move, but

by 1948 the West Indies School had become a part of the Melruse Ares

21The Melrose Chronicle, Melrose, Wisconsein, December 19, 1924,
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School District. Classes for grades one through eight continued to be
held at the school until 1953 when a low enrollment made it impractical
to hire a teacher and continue to maintain the building, The children

were then transported to the school in the village of Melrose.




Chapter IV
THE RED 3CHOOL
SYMBOLS AND BEGINNINGS

& few decades ago, in the middle of the twentieth century, the
'Little Bed Schoolhouse' had become a symbol of rural Americen education.
?erﬁays one reason that symbol entered the consclousness of the American
public at that time was the fact that its demlse was imminent.

The *Little Red Schoolhouse® was more than a symbol in Eed
School District #3 of the Town of Melrose, Jackson County, Wisconsain.
it was a reality of everyday life for students and teachers who worked
there from around 1860 until the school was closed in the spring of
1951,

Although the writer could not ascertasin exactly what year the
original school was built, early records indicate that the schoolhouse
had been builf, and the district was operational sometime before 1867,
It is known that one of the earliest teachers in the school was &
young lady who was to become Mrs,. Avad Stebbians. She was pald ten
dollars a month in wages, and given room and board in the district on
& rotating basis, by spending a week with each family in the district.

By 1870 this process of ‘boarding around’ had been discon-
tinued, and teacher's wages were avound twenty-five dollars per month.
The teacher usually found lodgings close to the school and pald for
them,

Records of the annual meeting for 1867 show that {t was held
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on September 30, Voters decided to hold a winter scheel term of four
months beginning the first Monday in November, and a summer term of
four monthes beginning the first Monday in April. They also voted to
raise 3175.00 to cover the teacher's salary for these eight months.
The wood supply for the winter term was to be supplied by Donald
MeDonald at the rate of one dollar per cord for 'stove length! wood.

James Baird, teaching the 1870 winter term, piled wood around
the stove late in the afterncon, in preparation for the next day.
afrer fixzing the atove for the night he walked to his boarding bhouse,
Some time during the night, Sandy Mair, a farmer living a few hundred
yards from the school, discovered the school was on fire, but it was
too late to smave the building.

& special district meeting was held on January 21, 1871 at
the home of R, D, Wilson., It was decided to follow plan number two
of the state building code at that time, with the gize of the new
building to be fwenty-two by thirty-six feet, The new school was to
be the same color as the old building (red) but the trim on the new
one was to be white. A building committee was appointed consisting
of Y. B, Young, Gilbert Mcadam, R, D, Wilson, Donald McDonald, and
George Lutz. A special tax of two hundred dollars was to be raised
to build the new school. The decision was also made at this time to
update the textbooks of the district., The following texts were
adopted: Willard's School History, McGuffey's readers and spellers,

Clark’s Grammar, Davies Arithmetic, and Montieth and McHelly's




