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mom THE EDITORS 
[ E d i t o r s '  n o t e :  Cathy Loeb l e f t  t h e  Women's S t u d i e s  L i b r a r i a n ' s  s t a f f  i n  
February.  She'd been w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e  s i n c e  i t s  found ing,  and we m iss  t ier  
g r e a t l y .  She r e f l e c t s  be1 ow on h e r  exper iences  .] 

I came t o  Madison i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1977, f r e s h  f rom t h r e e  years  as a  
g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  a t  C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y  -- o s t e n s i b l y  i n  s o c i o l o g y ,  b u t  more 
a c c u r a t e l y  i n  women's . s tud ies .  I was s t i l l  h a r d  a t  work on my (soon-to-be- 
abandoned) d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  and so I needed t o  f i n d  some p a r t - t i m e  
employment. As I had suppor ted m y s e l f  t h rough  my undergraduate  and g radua te  
y e a r s  by  work ing  i n  l i b r a r i e s ,  I t u r n e d  f i r s t  t o  t h e  UW Memorial L i b r a r y .  

There  I was m i s t a k e n l y  d i r e c t e d  t o  f i l e  an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  s t u d e n t  
employment - -  I say  m i s t a k e n l y  because I was n o t  t h e n  a  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  UW- 
Madison, n o r  had I any  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  becoming one. However, b e f o r e  t h e  e r r o r  
was d i scove red ,  my a p p l i c a t i o n  had found i t s  way i n t o  t h e  hands o f  E s t h e r  
Stineman, t h e  f i r s t  Women's S t u d i e s  L i b r a r i a n ,  h e r s e l f  r e c e n t l y  appo in ted .  

, Presumably impressed by my l i b r a r y  c r e d e n t i a l s  ( f o r  t h a t  was a1 1  I had l i s t e d  
o n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ) ,  she wro te  t o  - o f f e r  me an i n t e r v i e w .  

I d o n ' t  know which o f  us was more s u r p r i s e d  when i n  t h e  f i r s t  minutes  o f  
t h e  i n t e r v i e w  we d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  s e r e n d i p i t y  o f  ou r  encounter .  It t u r n e d  o u t  
t h a t  E s t h e r  was l o o k i n g  f o r  someone t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h i n g  and w r i t i n g  
o f  a  comprehensive, anno ta ted  b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  f i e l d  o f  women's s t u d i e s .  
My i n t e r v i e w  f o r  what I had though t  would be a  r o u t i n e  l i b r a r y  j o b  was 
conc luded  r a p i d l y .  I was h i r e d ,  and when t h e  computer subsequent ly  s p i t  me 
o u t  as a  non-student ,  E s t h e r  f i n a g l e d  a  l i * i t e d - t e r m  appo in tment  t o  keep me 
on. The mora l  o f  t h e  s t o r y ,  f o r  a l l  t h e  What-Color-Is-Your-Parachuters among 
us, may be t h a t  r a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g  i s n l ' t  e v e r y t h i n g  when i t comes t o  f i n d i n g  
t h e  r i g h t  o p p o r t u n i t y !  

\ 

N i n e  yea rs  have passed, and my t e n u r e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  Women's S tud ies  
L i b r a r i a n  r e c e n t l y  came t o  an end. I n  February I s t a r t e d  a  new f u l l - t i m e  j o b  
as  a  book e d i t o r  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  Bar o f  Wisconsin. The d e c i s i o n  t o  l e a v e  
d i d n ' t  come e a s i l y .  My yea rs  as s t a f f  e d i t o r  and w r i t e r  i n  t h e  Women's 
S t u d i e s  L i b r a r i a n ' s  o f f  i c e  had g i v e n  me t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  deve lop i n n o v a t i v e  
programs i n  my f i e l d ,  t o  l aunch  new p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  t o  research  t o p i c s  dear  t o  
my h e a r t ,  and t o  e n j o y  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  s a t i s f y i n g  work ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  b o t h  
w i t h  o f f i c e  s t a f f  and w i t h  t h e  scores  o f  t a l e n t e d  w r i t e r s  who c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  
F e m i n i s t  C o l l e c t i o n s .  I was p a r t i c u l a r l y  g r a t i f i e d ,  d u r i n g  my l a s t  two yea rs  
i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  t o  be a b l e  t o  renew my c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  E s t h e r  Stineman t o  
produce,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  c u r r e n t  Women's S t u d i e s  L i b r a r i a n  Susan Sear ing,  a  
f i v e - y e a r  suppl  ement t o  Women's S tud ies :  A  Recommended Core B i  b l  i o g r a p h y  -- 
t h u s  coming f u l l  c i r c l e .  

Ye t  
p o i n t .  I 
s u b j e c t  
s p e c i a l  

t h e  j o b  a l s o  a l t e r e d  t h e  shape o f  my c a r e e r  a s p i r a t i o n s .  A t  some 
r e a l  i r e d  I had come t o  v iew m y s e l f  as an e d i t o r  and w r i t e r  w i t h  a  
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  women's s t u d i e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  as a  women's s t u d i e s  

i s t  work ing  as an e d i t o r  and w r i t e r .  



It i s  a r a r e  p r i v i l e g e  t o  be i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  make femin ism t h e  substance 
o f  one 's  work -- a p r i v i l e g e  I a l r e a d y  miss. A n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n ,  I 
o f t e n  caugh t  m y s e l f  m u l l i n g  o v e r  a l o n g  l i s t  o f  f e m i n i s t  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  t r y i n g  
t o  dec ide  wh ich  I a b s o l u t e l y  had t o  s u b s c r i b e  t o ,  wonder ing how I would 
wea the r  w i thd rawa l  f rom t h e  w e a l t h  o f  resources  I ' v e .  l o n g  had a t  my 
f i n g e r t i p s .  

O f  course,  F e m i n i s t  C o l l e c t i o n s  has an assured p l a c e  on  my want-1 i s t .  I 
am p leased t o  have passed on my e d i t o r i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  my c o l l e a g u e  
L i n d a  S h u l t ,  who j o i n s  Susan Sear ing  i n  shepherd ing t h e  q u a r t e r l y  i n t o  i t s  
e i g h t h  year.  I l o o k  fo rward  t o  wa tch ing  FC's g rowth  and e v o l u t i o n  now t h a t  
I ' v e  j o i n e d  t h e  ranks o f  i t s  subscr ibers ! -  

VISIONS 
"TALKING STORY": AN INNOVATIVE MODEL FOR FEMINIST FILM FESTIVALS 
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The Women's Movement has g i v e n  f i l m  a s p e c i a l  r o l e  i n  consciousness- 
r a i s i n g ,  i n  change s t r a t e g i e s ,  and i n  f e m i n i s t  c u l t u r a l  events.  I n  these  
c o n t e x t s ,  f e m i n i s t  audiences have seldom viewed f i l m s  as c l o s e d  and 
unques t ioned  s ta temen ts  t o  d e f i n e  o r  e n t e r t a i n .  Rather ,  f i l m s  s e r v e  t o  
sugges t  i n i t i a l  nami ngs and imagi  ngs o f  thoughts ,  f e e l  i-ngs, and des i res .  
Sc reen ing  aud iences o f t e n  go on t o  q u e s t i o n  and sometimes suggest  a l t e r n a t i v e s  
t o  t h e  f i l m  v e r s i o n  o f  " r e a l i t y  ,I' "p leasure,"  o r  s o - c a l l e d  " f e m i n i s t "  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  even ts  and s i t u a t i o n s .  

The P a c i f i c  and A s i a n  Women's A l l i a n c e  o f  Madison has p u t  t o g e t h e r  an 
i n n o v a t i v e  f i l m  f e s t i v a l  t h a t  uses f i l m  i n  a l l  o f  t hese  ways, and more. He ld  
A p r i l  2-4,  1987 a t  UW-Madison, t h e i r  e v e n t - i s  c a l l e d  " T a l k i n g  S t o r y :  Images o f  
A s i a n - h e r i c a n  Women i n  L i t e r a t u r e  and Fi lm." \ The t h o u g h t f u l  p l a n n i n g  beh ind % 

t h i s  e v e n t  encourages f i l m  v i e w i n g  w i t h  a shared purpose -- t o  c o n s i d e r  how 
media  and l i t e r a r y  images a s s i s t  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  and p romot ion  o f  i d e n t i t y  f o r  
a l l  women, s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  P a c i f i c  and As ian  women. The A l l i a n c e ' s  c l e a r l y  
s t a t e d  theme i s  suppor ted by c a r e f u l  s e l e c t i o n  o f  f i l m s  and by  t h e  appearance 
o f  a u t h o r s  and f i lmmakers  who r e l a t e  t h e i r  work t o  t h e  f e s t i v a l  ' s  concerns. 
W h i l e  t h e  success o f  " T a l k i n g  S t o r y "  as an even t  depends on many t h i n g s ,  i t s  
s t r e n g t h  as a model l i e s  i n  a c l e a r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  i t s  theme and p e r s p e c t i v e ,  
and i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  i t s  f i l m s  and speakers. 

The broad goal  o f  t h e  f e s t i v a l  i s  t o  encourage d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  complex 
s o c i a l - p o l i t i c a l  dynamics beh ind  t h e  f i l m  and l i t e r a r y  images o f  Asian- 
American women i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .  The theme o f  t h e  e v e n t  focuses t h a t  goal  
t o w a r d  a manageable way o f  t h i n k i n g  th rough  such comp lex i t y .  " T a l k i n g  s t o r y "  
i s  t a k e n  f rom Max ine Hong K i n g s t o n ' s  book The Woman War r io r :  Memoirs o f  a 
G i r l h o o d  Among Ghosts, which t e l l s  o f  a young g i r l  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b r i d g b  t h e  
gap among d i v e r s e ,  and o f t e n  c o n f l i c t i n g ,  c u l t u r e s ,  genera t i ons ,  and genders. 
Her  mother  t e l l s  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  p a s t  and p resen t ,  m i x i n g  t h e  t r u t h s  and myths 
b y  wh ich  she t r i e s  t o  n a v i g a t e  h e r  own l i f e .  As mother  and daugh te r  t a l k  t o  
each o t h e r ,  t h e y  s t r u g g l e  t o  reassess and a r t i c u l a t e  an i d e n t i t y  o f  s e l f  t h a t  
i s  r o o t e d  i n  b o t h  o l d  and new homes and soc ie t ies . .  



I n  t h e i r  p roposa l  f o r  t h e  f i l m  f e s t i v a l ,  t h e  sponsors s t a t e  t h a t  " t a l k i n g  
i s  a  way t o  o r d e r  and f i g h t  symbo l i c  and r e a l  'ghosts , '  a  way o f  r e c l a i m i n g  
t h r o u g h  language and image t h e  c u l t u r a l  processes o f  a c h i e v i n g  o u r  own 
i d e n t i t i e s  and s a n i t y .  ... To a r t i c u l a t e ,  then,  i s  t o  have a  fo rm o f  power, t o  
communicate w i t h  a  s i s t e r h o o d  o f  s t o r y - t e l l e r s  and t a l k e r s ,  who can e x p l o r e  
t h e  spect rum o f  t o p i c s :  sex, s o c i a l / p o l i t i c a l  c r i t i c i s m ,  c r e a t i v i t y ,  
s u b v e r s i o n ,  s u r v i v a l ,  r i s k - t a k i n g ,  myth-making, and 1  o v i  ng." F low ing  f rom 
t h a t  idea,  t h e  f i l m  f e s t i v a l  was planned as an o c c a s i o n  t o  ex tend  t h e  
" t a l k i n g "  o f  K i n g s t o n ' s  c h a r a c t e r s  i n t o  t h e  d i v e r s e  communi t ies o f  t h e  
f e s t i v a l - g o e r s .  

P l a n n e r s  f u r t h e r  d e f i n e d  t h e  focus  o f  t h e  f e s t i v a l  by  s u g g e s t i n g  f o u r  
m a j o r  a reas  o f  d i s c u s s i o n :  1 )  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l  and mo the r -daugh te r  i n t e r a c t i o n s ;  2) women a t  work, 
c e n t e r i n g  on t h e  exper iences  o f  Asian-American women i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  and 
n o n t r a d i t i o n a l  c a r e e r s ;  3 )  a r t  and p o l i t i c s ,  f o c u s i n g  on  ways of p r e s e r v i n g  
c u l t u r a l  l e g a c i e s  and o f '  f o r g i n g  new p a t t e r n s  f o r  l i v i n g  and c r e a t i n g  images 
o f  women; and 4 )  exper iences  o f  u n i t y  and c o n f l i c t  f o r  As ian  Americans i n  a  
mu1 t i - r a c i  a1 landscape. 

The complex y e t  c l e a r l y - d e f i n e d  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  e v e n t  makes room f o r  a  
' v a r i e t y  o f  aud iences and approaches, a  m u l t i - l e v e l e d  approach echoed i n  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  e v e n t  i t s e l f .  Speakers p r e s e n t  v i  ewpoi n t s  on 1  i t e r a t u r e  and 
f i l m m a k i n g  t h a t  s e t  t h e  c o n t e x t  f o r  t h e  f i l m  v i e w i n g  t o  f o l l o w ,  w h i l e  s e v e r a l  
p r o m i n e n t  w r i t e r s  and f i lmmakers  o f f e r  d i s c u s s i o n  abou t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  
1  i t e r a r y  and media images o f  Asian-American women. P r e s e n t e r s  i n c l u d e  keyno te  
speaker  Maxine Hong K ings ton ,  who i s  c u r r e n t l y  work ing  on t h e  f i l m  o f  h e r  book 
The Woman W a r r i o r ;  poet ,  w r i t e r ,  and a c t i v i s t  N e l l i e  Wong; f i l m  and v i d e o  
a r t i s t  C h r i s t i n e  Choy; and L o n i  Ding, p roducer  o f  a  f i l m  s e r i e s  on "Asian- 
Amer ican Women a t  Work" and co - founder  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s i a n  American 
T e l  ecommunicat ions Assoc ia t i on .  F i l m s  were chosen t o  r e f 1  e c t ,  extend,  and 
comment on t h e  themes suggested by  eaeh speaker. S e l e c t i o n s  a r e  a l s o  meant t o  
"showcase t h e  q u a l i t y  a1 t e r n a t i v e s  produced i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  by Asian- 
Amer ican media a r t i s t s , ' '  and t o  " p r o v i d e  f o r  i m g e s , o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  
r e t i r i n g  l o t u s  b lossom o r  f i e r y  dragon lady."  The r e s u l t  i s  a  th ree -day  
f e s t i v a l  o f  i n t e n s i v e  v iew ing ,  d i s c u s s i o n ,  and l e c t u r e s .  

A n t i c i p a t i n g  a  d i v e r s e  aud ience drawn f rom b o t h  t h e  community and t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  f e s t i v a l  p l a n n e r s  sought  f u n d i n g  f rom U n i v e r s i t y ,  p r i v a t e  and 
government sources.  An e v e n t  o f  t h i s  scope r e q u i r e d  a  budget  o f  abou t  
$10,000. a l l o w i n g  p l a n n e r s  t o  i n v i t e  n a t i o n a l  ly-known speakers, t o  program 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 2  f i l m s ,  and t o  p u b l i c i z e  t h e  even t  adequate ly .  However, 
i n n o v a t i v e  programming o f  f i l m s  around speakers,  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  and o t h e r  
c u l t u r a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  can be s u c c e s s f u l  on  any sca le .  C a r e f u l  p l a n n i n g  and 
s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  f i l m  e v e n t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  themes and g u i d e  p u r p o s e f u l  v i e w i n g  can 
be  key  t o  -- as  t h e  P a c i f i c  and As ian  Women's A l l i a n c e  o f  Madison s t a t e s  -- 
" e x e r c i s i n g  and e n r i c h i n g  o u r  t h i n k i n g  and l i v i n g  p a t t e r n s  i n  a  d i v e r s e  
commun i ty  . 'I 

The l i s t  o f  f i l m s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  f e s t i v a l  i s  i t s e l f  a  r i c h  r e s o u r c e  f o r  
g roups  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i s s u e s  o f  concern  t o  Asian-American women. They i n c l u d e :  



FILMS 

Communit P l o t .  J. T. Takagi. 1983. N a r r a t i v e .  16mm. v ideo.  20 min. 
7zid-r- ng i s h .  T h i r d  Wor ld Newsreel.  

Tenants  o f  a New York Lower Eas t  S ide tenement go i n t o  an u p r o a r  when 
f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  a c c i d e n t a l  d e a t h  o f  a s o c i a l  worker  i n  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g .  But  
t h e y  soon s h e l v e  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  and l e a r n  t o  work t o g e t h e r .  

The De a r t u r e .  Emiko Omori. 1983. N a r r a t i v e .  16mm. 14 min. c o l o r .  
&e l i gh t .  

" A Japanese G e r i c a n  f a m i l y  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  d u r i n g  t h e  Depress ion  must  s e l l  a 
s e t  o f  h a n d c r a f t e d  do1 1s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  passed f r o m  mothe r  t o  daughter .  The 
s t o r y ,  r e l a t e d  by t h e  daughter ,  t e l l s  o f  t h e  emot iona l  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s ,  b reak  i n  
t r a d i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y .  

G o l d  Moun ta in  Heroes. BBC W r i t e r s  and P laces  Ser ies .  1982. Documentary. 
v ideo.  35 min.  Eng l i sh .  

A documentary abou t  n o v e l i s t  Maxine Hong K i n g s t o n ,  e x p l o r i n g  h e r  f a m i l y  
background and e a r l y  l i f e  i n  Stock ton,  C a l i f o r n i a .  

,Great  Branches, New Roots:  The Hmong Fami ly.  R i t a  LaDoux. 1983. 
Documentary.  16mm. v ideo .  4 2 m i n .  c o l o r .  Hmong/English. Hmong F i l m  
P r o j e c t .  

A Vietnamese Hmong f a m i l y  s t r u g g l e s  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  St. Paul ,  Minnesota,  
- d e a l i n g  w i t h  such problems as l a c k  o f  educa t ion ,  underemployment, s h i f t i n g  

t r a d i t i o n s  and chang ing c u l t u r a l  r o l e s .  St. Paul  i s  t h e  s i t e  o f  one o f  t h e  
l a r g e s t  Hmong communi t ies  i n  t h e  U.S. 

Jazz i s  My N a t i v e  Language: A P o r t r a i t  o f  Tosh iko  Ak iyosh i .  Renee Cho. 1983.. 
do cum en tar.^. 16mm. 59 min. c o l o r .  Eng l i sh .  Renee Cho. 

A ~ a ~ a n e s e - b o r n  j a z z  p i a n i s t  and composer i s  f e a t u r e d  i n  t h i s  m u s i c a l  
p o r t r a i t  o f  ToshSko A k i y o s h i ,  who l e a d f  h e r  own 1 6 - p i e c e  a l l - m a l e  B i g  Band. 
The f i l m  e x p l o r e s  A k i y o s h i ' s  un ique  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  mus ic  w o r l d  and t h e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  she has had t o  overcome. \ 

Made i n  China. L i s a  Hsia. 1986. N a r r a t i v e .  16mm. 3 0 m i n .  c o l o r .  
E n g l i s h .  F i lmmakers L i b r a r y ,  Inc .  

A p e r s o n a l  f i l m  abou t  a Chinese Amer ican 's  o f t e n  humorous search f o r  
i d e n t i t y .  Combining an ima t ion ,  home movies and l i v e  a c t i o n  foo tage,  t h e  
f i l m m a k e r  r e f l e c t s  on h e r  c u l t u r a l  p a s t  w h i l e  r e l a t i n g  h e r  adven tu res  l i v i n g  
w i t h  r e l a t i v e s  i n  t h e  Peop le ' s  Repub l i c  o f  China. 

M i s s i s s i p p i  T r i a n g l e .  C h r i s t i n e  Choy. 1983. Documentary. 16mm. 110  m i  n. 
c o l o r .  tngl i sh. T h i r d  Wor ld  Newsreel.  

~ n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  b lacks ,  Asians, and w h i t e s  r e v e a l  a complex microcosm o f  
r a c i a l  antagonism, economic c o m p e t i t i o n ,  and even touches  of harmony t h a t  has 
marked t h e  100-year  h i s t o r y  o f  Chinese i n  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  De l ta .  Co-producers 
i n c l u d e  Worth Long and A l l a n  Se ige l .  

M i  t s u y e  and N e l l i e :  As ian  American Poets. A l l i e  L i g h t .  1981. Documentary. 
16mm. v ideo.  5 8 m i n .  c o l o r .  Eng l i sh .  L i g h t - S a r a f  Fi lms.  

The p o e t r y ,  ideas,  and memories o f  M i t s u y e  Yamada and N e l l i e  Wong a r e  
j u x t a p o s e d  w i t h  r a r e  newsree ls  and seldom-seen photos  o f  Asian-American 



his tory .  His tor ica l  f a c t s  provide the  background fo r  a f i lm about mothers and 
daughters ,  intergenerat ional  c o n f l i c t s ,  and s tereotypica l  images. 

Permanent Wave. Chr is t ine  Choy. 1986. Narrative. 16mm. 20 min. color .  
English. T h i r d  World Newsreel. 

Choy's l a t e s t  film i s  about an Asian woman who faces a rape in  a beauty 
sa lon  by f ight ing  back. 

Sewin Woman. Arthur Dong. 1983. Documentary. 16mm. 14 m i n .  BIW. & hi rd  World Newsreel. - 
T h i s  1983 Oscar nominee f o r  Best Short Documentary t r aces  Dong's mother 

from girlhood in  war-torn China t o  p ic ture  bride t o  garment worker in San 
Francisco 's  Chinatown. Dong weaves a loving t apes t ry  of h i s  mother's e f f o r t s  
t o  build a new l i f e  in  America. 

With S i lk  Wings. L o n i  Ding. 1982. Documentary. 314". 30 m i n .  color .  
English. Asian Women United. 

This  s e r i e s  of four half-hour programs e n t i t l e d  Frankly Speaking, On New 
Ground, 4 Women, and Talking History discusses i ssues  of concern t o  Asian- 
American women. 4 Women, featured i n  the  f e s t i v a l ,  shows professional 
American women re f l ec t ing  on t h e i r  pasts  and family h i s to r i e s .  

' Rental and purchase prices f o r  the  f i lms l i s t e d  above should be requested from 
t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t o r s .  

Di s t r ibu to r s :  

Asian Women United, 3538 Telegraph Ave., Oakland, CA 94609. 
B r i t i s h  Broadcasting Co., 35 Marylebine High St . ,  London, W 1 M  4AA, , 

England. 
Cinel ight ,  2051 Third St . ,  San Francisco, CA 94107. 
Filmmakers Library,  Inc., 133 East 58th St . ,  New York, N Y  10022. 
Hmong Film Pro jec t ,  2258 Commonwealth Ave., St. Paul, MN 55108. 
Light-Saraf Films, 264 Arbor St. ,  San Francisco, CA 94131. 
Renee Cho, 315 Riverside Dr., New York, N Y  \10025. . 
Third World Newsreel, 335 W .  38th St., New ~ o r k ,  N Y  10018. 

-- Elizabeth Ellsworth 

[El izabeth  Ellsworth i s  an Assistant  Professor in  the  Department of Curriculum 
and Ins t ruc t ion ,  and a member of the  Women's Studies Program a t  the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison, She teaches courses in media c r i t i c i s m  and c r i t i c a l  
video production. She has a special  i n t e r e s t  in the  ways t h a t  audiences ( l i k e  
t h e  feminist  community) r e s i s t  pa t r i a rcha l ,  r a c i s t ,  and c l a s s i s t  discourses i n  
dominant media events ,  and r e i n t e r p r e t  t h o s e  events so t h a t  they a r e  useful 
w i t h i n  the  audience's cu r ren t  p o l i t i c a l  s truggles.]  

NOTES 

l ~ a x i n e  Hong Kingston, The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among 
Ghosts. New York: Knopf, 1976. 



T h i s  a r t i c l e  conc ludes a  t w o - p a r t  s e r i e s  on t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  o f  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  Counc i l  f o r  Research on Women. I n  F e m i n i s t  C o l l e c t i o n s  vo1.8, 
no.2 ( W i n t e r  1987), I d e s c r i b e d  a t  l e n g t h  t h e  thesaurus  o f  i n d e x i n g  te rms 
c r e a t e d  by a  c o a l i t i o n  o f  s c h o l a r s ,  1  i b r a r i a n s ,  po l icymakers ,  and a c t i v i s t s  
w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  Counc i l .  We a r e  p leased t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  we have s igned  a  
c o n t r a c t  f o r  summer 1987 p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  A  Women's Thesaurus w i t h  Harper  & Row. 
The book w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  i n  a  hardback e d i t i o n  by August, and we expec t  an 
i n e x p e n s i v e  paperback e d i t i o n  on t h e  s tands w i t h i n  a  y e a r  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .  

We a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  hav ing  a  women's i n d e x i n g  language w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e  
w i l l  he1 p  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  resources  t o  improve t h e i r  access t o  women's 
m a t e r i a l s  -- t h e  concepts  and terms d i s p l a y e d  i n  t h e  thesaurus  shou ld  a t  l e a s t  
make i t  e a s i e r  f o r  commercial and academic databases t o  i n d e x  more a c c u r a t e l y .  
P a r t  o f  t h e  ongo ing thesaurus  p r o j e c t  o b v i o u s l y  must  be a s t u t e  marke t i ng ,  
encourag ing  databases as we1 1  as o t h e r  c a t a l o g i n g  and i n d e x i n g  systems t o  make 
use o f  more p r e c i s e  te rm ino logy .  Beyond an impac t  on  e x i s t i n g  systems, 
however, we a r e  a l s o  c r e a t i n g  o u r  own computer ized access t o  a t  l e a s t  some o f  ' t h e  m a t e r i a l s ,  programs, and d a t a  t h a t  a r e  seldom i n c l u d e d  i n  c u r r e n t l y  
a v a i l a b l e  databases. 

I n  1983, b u i l d i n g  on  t h e  work done by t h e  Thesaurus Task Force, t hose  
c e n t e r s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and 1  i b r a r i a n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  o r  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  .- 
c o m p u t e r i z i n g  t h e i r  resource  c o l l  e c t i o n s  g o t  t o g e t h e r  under t h e  a e g i s  o f  t h e  
Counc i l  and formed t h e  Database S t e e r i n g  Committee t o  sha re  e x p e r t i s e  and t o  
c o o r d i n a t e  p lann ing .  A  p r i m a r y  goal  o f  t h e  S t e e r i n g  Committee has been t o  
make each o t h e r ' s  work e a s i e r ,  s h a r i n g  wherever p o s s i b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  
f u n d i n g  sources,  hardware and so f tware ,  database r e c o r d  des ign,  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  
s e l e c t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  t o  be i n c l u d e d ,  and gu ide1 i n e s  f o r  a b s t r a c t i n g  and 
i ndex i  ng. 

\ 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s ,  however, t h e  commi t tee  has a l s o  been 
s k e t c h i n g  o u t  a  broader  p r o j e c t .  One v i s i o n  i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  
c l e a r i n g h o u s e s ,  n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  , t h a t  would c o l l e c t  and computer ize  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  key s u b j e c t  areas. I n f o r m a t i o n  would be a v a i l a b l e  i n  a  v a r i e t y  
o f  f o rma ts :  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  c i t a t i o n s  and a b s t r a c t s ;  c u r r e n t  data; work - in -  
p rog ress ;  d i r e c t o r i e s  o f  cen te rs ,  programs, p r o j e c t s ,  and r e s o u r c e  persons; 
and f u l l  t e x t s  o f  r e l e v a n t  documents. These r e g i o n a l l y  developed and 
m a i n t a i n e d  databases cou l  d  t h e n  be poo led and made a v a i l  a b l e  t o  b roader  
aud iences  on d i s k s  o r  on  c l e a r i n g h o u s e  computers a c c e s s i b l e  l o c a l  1  y, 
r e g i o n a l l y ,  n a t i o n a l l y ,  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .  

We have made some p rog ress  i n  l a y i n g  t h e  groundwork f o r  t h i s  k i n d  o f  
c o o r d i n a t i o n .  Under a  g r a n t  f rom t h e  Fund f o r  t h e  Improvement o f  
Postsecondary  Educat ion ,  one o f  o u r  Counc i l  member c e n t e r s  -- t h e  Center  f o r  
Research on Women a t  Memphis S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  - -  has used t h e  thesaurus  t o  
i n d e x  t h e i r  h o l d i n g s  and now has on1 i n e  ove r  one thousand indexed c i t a t i o n s  t o  
s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  research  on women o f  c o l o r  and Southern  women and o v e r  two 
hundred d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  work - i  n-progress.  Memphis S t a t e  has c o l l  abo ra ted  w i t h  
o t h e r  members o f  t h e  Database S t e e r i n g  Committee t o  deve lop g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  
i n d e x i n g  and a b s t r a c t i n g .  Another  subcommittee has comp i led  c o s t  c a t e g 0 r i . e ~ .  



s o f t w a r e  requ i remen ts ,  es t ima tes ,  and q u e s t i o n s  and s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  need t o  be 
t h o u g h t  t h r o u g h  as  more c e n t e r s  b e g i n  t o  compu te r i ze  t h e i r  resources.  

Wh i le  f u n d i n g  c o n t i n u e s  t o  be a m a j o r  o b s t a c l e ,  seve ra l  o t h e r  members o f  
t h e  S t e e r i n g  Committee have i n  f a c t  r a i s e d  s u f f i c i e n t  funds t o  b e g i n  o n l i n e  
p r o j e c t s .  Working w i t h  t h e  NOW Legal  Defense and E d u c a t i o n  Fund's P r o j e c t  on  
Equal  E d u c a t i o n  R i g h t s  (PEER), H i g h e r  Educa t ion  Resource S e r v i c e s  (HERS) Mid-  
Amer ica  r e c e i v e d  a m a j o r  Women's Educa t iona l  E q u i t y  Ac t  g r a n t  i n  1985 t o  p u l l  
t o g e t h e r  and compu te r i ze  i n f o r m a t i o n  on success fu l  computer  e q u i t y  programs 
f o r  women and g i r l s .  W i t h  f u n d i n g  f rom App le  and t h e  N a t i o n a l  Endowment f o r  
t h e  A r t s ,  t h e  Women's S t u d i o  Workshop has p u t  t o g e t h e r  a c o a l i t i o n  o f  women's 
a r t  g roups around t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  deve lop  a database o f  women a r t i s t s .  They 
a r e  a1 so work ing  w i t h  a N a t i o n a l  Endowment f o r  t h e  Humani t ies- funded p r o j e c t  
t o  c r e a t e  an  o n l i n e  r e s o u r c e  gu ide  and b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  women a r t i s t s  i n  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The Bus iness and P r o f e s s i o n a l  Women's Foundat ion  has begun t o  
a b s t r a c t ,  i ndex ,  and e n t e r  t h e i r  l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n  o n l i n e ;  S t a n f o r d  
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  Center  f o r  Research on Women has j u s t  begun a p r o j e c t  t h a t  w i l l  
c o l l e c t  and compu te r i ze  resources  on f a m i l y  law; and t h e  NOW Legal  Defense and 
E d u c a t i o n  Fund i s  p l a n n i n g  t o  computer ize  t h e i r  pub1 i c  s e r v i c e  r e f e r r a l  f i l e s .  

The S t e e r i n g  Committee has a l s o  worked w i t h  C a t a l y s t  - -  whose r e s o u r c e  
, c o l l e c t i o n  on women and c a r e e r s  i s  a l r e a d y  o n l i n e  w i t h  t h e  B i b l i o g r a p h i c  

R e t r i e v a l  S e r v i c e  (BRS, a n a t i o n a l  da tabase vendor )  -- and t h e  Women i n  
Development Research and I n f o r m a t i o n  C lea r inghouse  (WIDRIC) a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Minnesota,  who have been a b l e  t o  p u t  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n  o n l i n e  

- a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  Fami ly  Resource S e r v i c e s  Database, l i k e w i s e  
s e a r c h a b l e  th rough  BRS. 

The success o f  t hese  groups, combined w i t h  t h e  r a p i d  advances i n  
t e c h n o l o g y  we a r e  see ing,  has encouraged us  t o  pursue o u r  more a m b i t i o u s  
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  p r o j e c t .  W i t h  new t e c h n o l o g y  a v a i l  a b l e  (CD-ROM, f o r  example, 
t h e  same t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t  now produces compact mus ic  d i s k s ) ,  equipment w i l l  
soon be a f f o r d a b l e  t h a t  has t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  s t o r e  and r e t r i e v e  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  
o f  a twenty-vo lume e n c y c l o p e d i a  on a s i n g l e  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  d i s k .  T h i s  
t e c h n o l o g y  opens up t h e  poss i  b i  1 i ty  o f  s h a r i n g  d a t a b a s e  resources  w i t h  
1 o c a t i o n s  around t h e  w o r l d  f o r  whom t h e  te lecommun ica t i ons  c o s t s  o f  access ing  
a s i m i l a r  system v i a  s a t e l l i t e  f rom a database vendor would be p r o h i b i t i v e .  

. 

M o n i t o r i n g  t h e s e  advances i n  techno logy,  t h e  Database S t e e r i n g  Committee 
has  begun p l a n n i n g  a p r o t o t y p e  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  database t h a t  can be used as  a 
model f o r  m a r k e t i n g  c l e a r i n g h o u s e  resources  as t h e y  a r e  developed. As we a r e  
c u r r e n t l y  p l a n n i n g  it, t h e r e  w i l l  be f o u r  t y p e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
t h i s  p r o t o t y p e  database: d i r e c t o r i e s ,  b i b l i o g r p p h i c  c i t a t i o n s  and a b s t r a c t s ,  
summary da ta ,  and s e l e c t e d  f u l l  t e x t s .  

D i r e c t o r i e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  thesaurus  and two o t h e r  Counc i l  p r o j e c t s  r e c e n t l y  
t f unded  by t h e  Skaggs, American Express, and P r u d e n t i a l  Foundat ions :  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women's Resource Center  D i r e c t o r l  ( a  l i s t i n g  o f  o v e r  two hundred 
r e s o u r c e  c e n t e r s  around t h e  w o r l d  s ~ e c i a l i  z i n a  i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  by and abou t  
women) and an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  women's'mail  i n g  l i s t  d i r e c t o r y  ( a  "7 i s t  of l i s t s ' '  
o f  women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  networks,  caucuses, and i n d i v i d u a l s ) .  The Counc i l  
i s  a l s o  i n  t h e  process o f  d e v e l o p i n g  p lans  f o r  a work - in -p rog ress  database 
t h a t  w i l l  i n d e x  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  and p o l i c y  i s s u e s  w i t h  background 
i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  p r o j e c t  c o o r d i n a t o r s  and researchers ,  r e s e a r c h  and po l  i c y  



imp1 i c a t i o n s ,  and f u n d i n g  sources. O the r  p o s s i b l e  resources i n c l u d e  t h e  
HERSIPEER d i r e c t o r y  of computer l i t e r a c y  p r o j e c t s  and t h e  NOW Legal  Defense 
and E d u c a t i o n  Fund p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  r e f e r r a l  f i l e s ,  d e s c r i b e d  above, and s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  Counc i l  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  s tages :  a d i r e c t o r y  o f  a v a i l a b l e  o n l i n e  
r e s o u r c e s  f o r  access ing  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  women; a c u r r e n t  l i s t  o f  women's 
f o u n d a t i o n s ,  and o t h e r  founda t ions ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  and agencies f u n d i n g  women's 
p r o j e c t s ;  and a c a t a l o g  o f  Counc i l  member c e n t e r  and r e l a t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s '  
p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

The p r o t o t y p e  database c o u l d  a l s o  i n c l u d e  summary d a t a  on women i n  v a r i o u s  
s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  economy, i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a b o r  f o r c e ,  and i n  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n s ;  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  databases l i k e  those  c u r r e n t l y  be ing  deve loped a t  
s i t e s  ment ioned above; and f u l l  t e x t s  o f  resources l i k e  f e d e r a l  a f f i r m a t i v e  
a c t i o n  laws @nd r e g u l a t i o n s  and sample sexual  harassment g u i d e l i n e s .  

W i t h  " f e e d e r "  c l e a r i n g h o u s e s  i n  p l a c e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  
we would  be a b l e  t o  keep up w i t h  and d i s s e m i n a t e  a more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  sample 
o f  o u r  work and resources  t o  much b r o a d e r  audiences. C l e a r l y ,  such p l a n s  a r e  
a m b i t i o u s  -- and expensive. We need t o  f i n d  new sources o f  f und ing ,  as w e l l  
as  i m a g i n a t i v e  ways o f  m a r k e t i n g  what we a r e  producing.  Our p rog ress  t o  date ,  
however, demonst ra tes  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  b u i l d i n g  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ne twork  o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  resources  t h a t  w i l l  se rve  c r i t i c a l  needs o f  a l a r g e ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
communi ty o f  women. We welcome y o u r  responses and suggest ions .  F o r  f u r t h e r  ' 

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t :  The N a t i o n a l  Counc i l  f o r  Research on Women, Sara Delano 
R o o s v e l t  Memorial House, 47-49 East  6 5 t h  S t r e e t ,  New York, NY 10021; (212)  
570-5001. 

-- Mary E l l e n  S. Capek 

[Mary E l l e n  S. Capek, Execu t i ve  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Counc i l  f o r  Research 
o n  Women, c o o r d i n a t e s  t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  Thesaurus Task Force and Database S t e e r i n g  
Committee and i s  e d i t i n g  A Women's Thesaurus. A found ing  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  
Counc i l  and f o r m e r  D i r e c t o r  o f  C o n t i n u i n g  Educa t ion  a t  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
she has been a c t i v e  i n  b u i l d i n g  women's research  and e d u c a t i o n  networks  s i n c e  
t h e  e a r l y  seven t ies .  She r e c e i v e d  a Ph.D.- i n  American and E n g l i s h  L i t e r a t u r e  
f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin/Madison and has done research  and w r i t i n g  on - 
contemporary  women's poe t ry ;  l i n g u i s t i c s ,  t echno logy ,  and w r i t i n g ;  and women 
i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and governance networks. P o r t i o n s  o f  t h i s  
c h a p t e r  w i l l  appear as p a r t  o f  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  A Women's Thesaurus, 
c o p y r i g h t  by The N a t i o n a l  Counc i l  f o r  Research on Women.] 

morn 
I n  January,  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Women's S tud ies  wh ich  began a t  UW-La Crosse 

i n  1975 o f f i c i a l l y  became t h e  Department o f  Women's S t u d i e s  i n  t h e  Co l l ege  o f  
A r t s ,  L e t t e r s ,  and Sciences. T h i s  f e a t  was accompl ished t h r o u g h  t h e  ha rd  work 
o f  f o rmer  d i r e c t o r s  J u d i t h  McCas l in  (1984-86) and Cara C h e l l  (1982-84). B o t h  
have moved on: J u d i t h  i s  now a Ph.D. s t u d e n t  i n  P o l i t i c a l  Sc ience a t  UW- 
I4adison and Cara an Academic P l a n n e r  w i t h  UW-System i'n Madison. Sandra 
K r a j e w s k i  has been named A c t i n g  D i r e c t o r .  



O t h e r  news i n c l u d e s  t h e  approva l  o f  a t w e n t y - f o u r  c r e d i t  mi nor ,  w i t h  t h e  
f i r s t  s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t i n g  i n  May. The f i f t e e n - c r e d i  t Women's S t u d i e s  
C e r t i f i c a t e  w i l l  no l o n g e r  be a v a i l a b l e .  

Course o f f e r i n g s  have been expanded, and l a s t  fa1 1 we f i l l e d  t h r e e  
s e c t i o n s  of " I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  Women's Studies."  The advanced seminar l ooked  a t  
"Contemporary F e m i n i s t  Thought" and focused on Caro l  G i l l i g a n ,  Adr ienne Rich, 
and Eve lyn  Fox K e l l e r .  Our t o p i c s  cou rse  has covered such d i v e r s e  areas as 
"Woman t h e  Ga the re r "  and "Women and Re l i g ion . "  A "Women and Work" cou rse  i n  
t h e  p l a n n i n g  s t a g e  w i l l  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h r e e  f a c u l t y  members who w i l l  each teach  
a o n e - c r e d i t  s e c t i o n .  I n  t h i s  way we w i l l  draw t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  d i s c i p l i n e s  
i n t o  t h e  department and be a b l e  t o  o f f e r  such d i v e r s i t y  as "Women and 
Pover t y , "  "Comparable Worth," and "Women and Management." 

The Women's S t u d i e s  Resource Center ,  wh ich  o f f e r s  books, j o u r n a l s ,  
magazines, and pamphlets, has r e c e n t l y  updated t h e  c ross1 i s t i n g  system o f  i t s  
c l i p p i n g s  f i l e .  Bes ides b e i n g  t h e  main sou rce  o f  p r i n t e d  women's s t u d i e s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on campus, t h e  c e n t e r  serves as t h e  l o c a t i o n  f o r  numerous 
semi na rs  , open houses, and b i w e e k l y  l u n c h  boxlsoapbox p r e s e n t a t i o n s  on a 
v a r i e t y  of t o p i c s .  Our depar tment  has a l s o  been a c t i v e  i n  co-sponsor ing  
numerous even ts  such as C.A.R.E. Week ( C r e a t e  A t t i t u d e s  f o r  a Rape-Free 
Env i ronment ) ,  a week-long s e r i e s  o f  events  t o  r a i s e  awareness on  campus abou t  
v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  women; and t h e  annual Phenomenology Conference which l a s t  
y e a r  f e a t u r e d  Susan G r i f f i n  and t h i s  y e a r  w i l l  p r e s e n t  Starhawk. 

-- Sandra K ra jewsk i  

[An a n t h r o p o l o g i s t  by t r a i n i n g ,  Sandi K r a j e w s k i  . i s  programmer, a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  
and I n t e r i m  C h a i r  o f  t h e  new Women's S tud ies  Department, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  wh ich  
she teaches two i n t r o d u c t o r y  courses.] 

NEWS mom UW-OSHHOSH 
The Women's S tud ies  Program a t  UW-Oshkosh R a s , j u s t  completed an academic 

program r e v i  ew , which gave i t s  brand-new c o o r d i  n a t o r  a chance t o  re-exami ne 
t h e  h i s t o r y ,  p rogress ,  and goa ls  o f  t h e  program. 

We have v e r y  few i n  t h e  t w e n t y - f o u r - c r e d i t  m i n o r  program. That  does n o t  
r e f l e c t  t h e  number o f  s t u d e n t s  touched by t h e  program, however, s i n c e  i t  i s  
n o t  necessary  t o  d e c l a r e  a minor ,  and t h e r e  were, f o r  i ns tance ,  893 s t u d e n t s  
i n  Women's Stud ies-approved courses i n  1985-86. One o f  o u r  ma jo r  goa ls  f o r  
t h e  near  f u t u r e  i s  t o  r e v i e w  and e v a l u a t e  these  e x i s t i n g  c o u r s e  o f f e r i n g s .  
New courses  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  s tages  i n c l u d e  "Women's Heal th,"  " B i o l o g y  o f  
Women," and "Soc io logy  o f  Sex Roles." One o f  o u r  m a j o r  problems r i g h t  now i s  
t h e  l a c k  o f  s t a f f  t o  teach  i n t r o d u c t o r y  and advanced seminar courses. We a r e  

L r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  be remedied by f a l l  o f  1987. 

Ano the r  m a j o r  goal  i s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  o f  women's s t u d i e s  among 
s tuden ts .  We w i l l  be work ing  w i t h  s t u d e n t  a d v i s e r s  t o  t h i s  end, as w e l l  as 
b e g i n n i n g  a women's s t u d i e s  c l u b  f o r  i n fo rma l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  f e m i n i s t  issues.  



Community o u t r e a c h  e f f o r t s  ove r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  yea rs  have i n c l u d e d  
speakers  such as  Maggie McFadden, Paul L a u t e r ,  Gerda Le rne r ,  P a t t i  La the r ,  
M a r j o r i e  Murphy, and Mary Frances Ber ry .  Many o f  t h e s e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  were 
h e l d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Women's Center ,  w i t h  whom o u r  program has a c l o s e  
w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  UW-Oshkosh Women's S tud ies  Program was pleased t o  h o s t  
t h e  UW-System Women's S t u d i e s  Conference i n  September. Our Women's H i s t o r y  
Month  p l a n s  f o r  March i n c l u d e  F lo rence  Kennedy as m a j o r  speaker as  w e l l  as 
s e v e r a l  workshops c o d r d i n a t e d  and l e d  by  women's s t u d i e s  f a c u l t y .  

There  i s  much t o  be done, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  terms o f  v i s i b i l i t y  and c o u r s e  
e v a l u a t i o n  and development, b u t  a commi t ted  Women's S t u d i e s  Committee i s  i n  
p l a c e ,  and we can c e l e b r a t e  p a s t  achievements,  keep p l u g g i n g  away i n  t h e  
p r e s e n t ,  and be c o n f i d e n t  o f  mee t ing  o u r  goa ls  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

-- E l l i e  Amico 

[ I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h e r  d u t i e s  as Women's S t u d i e s  C o o r d i n a t o r  a t  UW-Oshkosh, E l l i e  
Amico teaches a c o u r s e  on r e l i g i o n ,  and i s  work ing  on h e r  Ph.0. i n  Hebrew and 
Semi t i c  s t u d i e s  a t  UW-Madison.] 
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Have f e m i n i s t s  sudden ly  become imbued w i t h  a sense o f  p lace?  Four r e c e n t  
t i t l e s  -- a l l  aimed a t  non-academic readers  -- t a k e  what m i g h t  be termed a 
g e o g r a p h i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  on women's exper iences.  

The most  i n t e r e s t i n g  o f  t h e  q u a r t e t  by f a r  i s  Women i n  t h e  World by Jon i  
Seager and Ann Olson. Us ing c o l o r f u l  maps and c h a r t s ,  t h e  a u t h o r s  make 
g r a p h i c  s ta temen ts  about  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  women around t h e  globe. They t r e a t  
a m u l t i t u d e  o f  t o p i c s  n o t  found i n  s tandard  a t l a s e s :  t h e  spread o f  b a t t e r e d  
women's s h e l t e r s ,  t h e  p reva lence  o f  g e n i t a l  m u t i l a t i o n ,  teenage motherhood, 
a b o r t i o n  laws,  pay i n e q u i t y ,  female  ill i t e r a c y ,  number o f  r e p o r t e d  rapes, 

\ 



s i t e s  o f  women's demons t ra t i ons  and peace camps, t o  name a  few. An appended 
" C o u n t r y  Tab le"  g i v e s  compara t i ve  f i g u r e s  f o r  172 n a t i o n s  i n  f i f t e e n  c r u c i a l  
a reas ,  r a n g i n g  f rom m a l e l f e m a l  e  p o p u l a t i o n  breakdowns t o  t h e  y e a r  women ga ined 
t h e  vote.  Notes  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  volume i n t e r p r e t  t h e  maps and c h a r t s  and 
c i t e  sou rces  f o r  t h e  data. 

On many of t h e  maps, u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  l a r g e  a reas  ( o f t e n  A f r i c a n  n a t i o n s  o r  
t h e  U.S.S.R.) a r e  shaded t o  i n d i c a t e  "unknown o r  unc lear . "  I n  a  s e c t i o n  
t i t l e d  "Mapping t h e  Pa t r i a rchy , ' '  t h e  c o m p i l e r s  o u t l i n e  t h e  gaps i n  d a t a  
c o l l e c t e d  by i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agenc ies  l i k e  t h e  U n i t e d  Na t ions ,  n o t i n g ,  f o r  
example, t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  measur ing  women's l a b o r  i n  t h e  home when s t a t i s t i c s  
f o c u s  on  p a i d  employment. "The ' o f f i c i a l  ' woman i s  t h u s  an i n c o m p l e t e  one," 
t h e y  s t a t e .  "Men i n  power s t i l l  i g n o r e  women i n  numbers." To supplement 
c o n v e n t i o n a l  sources,.Seager and O lson  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  f e m i n i s t  s m a l l  p ress ,  
n e w s l e t t e r s  f rom women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h e  w o r l d  over ,  and a l t e r n a t i v e  
j o u r n a l s ,  and c l a i m  t o  have cross-checked t h e  d a t a  f o r  each map i n  an average 
o f  t e n  sources.  D e s p i t e  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  gaps, t h i s  a t l a s  i s  v i t a l  
f o r  r e f e r e n c e  and i d e a l  f o r  r a i s i n g  awareness abou t  women's l i v e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  
U. s. 

Women Remembered, by  Mar ion  T i n l i n g ,  i s  p u b l i s h e d  o n l y  i n  a  $75.00 l i b r a r y  
e d i t i o n .  B o t h  p u b l i c  and academic l i b r a r i e s  w i l l  want  t h e  book f o r  t h e i r  
' r e f e r e n c e  she lves ,  b u t  most  i n d i v i d u a l  t r a v e l e r s  and low-budget  women's 

c e n t e r s  w i l l  n o t  be a b l e  t o  a f f o r d  t h e i r  own cop ies .  T h a t ' s  a  shame, because 
t h e  volume has a  w ide appeal .  N o t h i n g  s i m i l a r  has appeared s i n c e  Lynn S h e r r  
and J u r a t e  K a z i c k a s ' s  B i c e n t e n n i a l  e f f o r t ,  The Pmerican Women's G a z e t t e e r  
(Bantam, 1976).  and T i n l i n g ' s  work i s  f a r  s u p e r i o r .  

"Women may be s l i g h t e d  by t h o s e  who w r o t e  h i s t o r y  books," w r i t e s  T i n l i n g ,  
" b u t  f e m i n i s t  h i s t o r y  can be found a l l  ac ross  t h e  l and ,  c h i s e l e d  i n  s t o n e  and 
engraved  i n  b rass "  (p .x i ) .  Her  g u i d e  cove rs  p rese rved  b i r t h p l a c e s  and homes 
o f  i m p o r t a n t  women, monuments, and historical markers,  p l u s  parks,  schoo ls ,  
b u i l d i n g s ,  s t r e e t s ,  and t h e  l i k e  named a f t e r  women. Women s t i l l  a l i v e  a r e  
o m i t t e d ,  as  a r e  women famed s o l e l y  f o r  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  men. The 2,000-plus 
e n t r i e s  a r e  a r ranged  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y .  Women a r q  a l s o  l i s t e d  by t h e i r  p r i m a r y  . 
f i e l d s  o f  a c t i v i t y :  b u s i n e s s  and l a b o r ,  educa t ion ,  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  and re fo rm,  
s p o r t s ,  and t h e  a r t s ,  among o the rs .  S h o r t  b i o g r a p h i c a l  sketches combine w i t h  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  landmarks, wh ich  i n c l u d e  n o t e s  on  hours  and l o c a t i o n .  
E n t r i e s  under  Wiscons in  a r e  t y p i c a l  i n  t h e  range o f  women t h e y  h i g h l i g h t  - -  
among them, song w r i t e r  C a r r i e  Jacobs Bond ( J a n e s v i l  l e ) ,  p i o n e e r  f a n n e r  
R o s e l i  ne W i l l a r d  Park  (Madison),  s o c i a l  worker  L i z z i e  B lack  Kander 
(Mi lwaukee) ,  s u f f r a g i s t  and p a c i f i s t  J e s s i e  Jack Hooper (Oshkosh), m i n i s t e r  
and m i l i t a n t  s u f f r a g i s t  Olympia Brown (Rac ine) ,  and k i n d e r g a r t e n  founder  
M a r g a r e t h e  Meyer Schurz (Watertown). B i b l i o g r a p h i e s  f o r  each s t a t e  suggest  
a d d i t i o n a l  sou rces  f o r  research,  b u t  do n o t  r e p e a t  c i t a t i o n s  found i n  N o t a b l e  
Amer ican Women. The volume conc ludes w i t h  a  t i m e l i n e  o f  American women's 
h i s t o r y  and a  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  essay on t h e  h i s t o r y  and b i o g r a p h y  o f  American 
women. 

The r e m a i n i n g  two geograph ica l  l y - o r i e n t e d  t i t l e s  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  s e l f - h e l p  
c a t e g o r y .  The Women's T r a v e l  Guide, by  Jane E. Lasky and Brenda Fine,  i s  
a imed a t  women who t r a v e l  on bus iness  and must  f i n d  s a f e  and c o m f o r t a b l e  
h o t e l s  i n  s t r a n g e  c i t i e s ,  e n t e r t a i n  c l i e n t s  a t  s u i t a b l e  r e s t a u r a n t s  and c l u b s ,  



and amuse themselves  by shopp ing and s i g h t s e e i n g .  There ' s  a  t o k e n  paragraph 
o r  two f o r  budget-watchers,  b u t  t h i s  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a  gu ide  f o r  women on expense 
accounts .  

Lasky  and F i n e  a r e  t r a v e l  j o u r n a l i s t s  who base t h e i r  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  
t w e n t y - f i v e  m a j o r  c i t i e s  on persona l  e x p e r i e n c e  as w e l l  as feedback f rom o t h e r  
women who t r a v e l  f r e q u e n t l y .  W h i l e  much o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v a r i e s  l i t t l e  f rom 
s t a n d a r d  guidebooks,  some o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i s  t a i l o r e d  t o  women. H o t e l s ,  f o r  
example, a r e  recommended on t h e  b a s i s  o f  tzir s e c u r i t y  measures, and 
r e s t a u r a n t s  and n i g h t c l u b s  a r e  guaranteed t o  be i n  s a f e  neighborhoods.  
F e m i n i s t s  who hope f o r  men t ion  o f  women's bookstores ,  l e s b i a n  bars ,  o r  
i n s i g h t s  on t h e  "women's community" o f  any o f  t hese  c i t i e s  w i l l  be 
d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  however. Mi lwaukee 's  c h a p t e r  i s  t y p i c a l .  Lasky  and F i n e  s i n g  
t h e  j o y s  o f  b r a t s ,  Summer Fest ,  and e t h n i c  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  and i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  on 
what  t o  wear, o p i n e  t h a t  "no one w i l l  even l o o k  askance a t  po l yes te r . "  

J i l l  Andresky F r a s e r ' s  The B e s t  U.S. C i t i e s  f o r  Working Women t a r g e t s  an 
even  n a r r o w e r  segment o f  women - -  t h o s e  on t h e  " f a s t  t r a c k "  i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
and c o r p o r a t e  careers .  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  men and women d i f f e r  w i d e l y  f r o m  
c i t y  t o  c i t y ,  Forbes r e p o r t e r  F r a s e r  found,  and she c a u t i o n s  women t o  " a v o i d  
one o f  t h e  most  s e r i o u s  c a r e e r  m iss teps :  s e t t l i n g  i n  a  c i t y  where you 

, l i t e r a l l y  have no p l a c e  t o  move e x c e p t  o u t "  (p . ix ) .  

F r a s e r  d e s c r i b e s  seven ty  c i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  good b e t s  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  women, 
g r o u p i n g  them t h e m a t i c a l l y  as "High-Tech Havens," " E n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  Zones," 
"Qua1 i t y  L i f e s t y l e s  ,I1 "Suburban Boomtowns ,'I and t h e  l i k e .  Fo r  each p r o f i l e d  
c i t y ,  F r a s e r  d i s c u s s e s  i t s  economic c l i m a t e  and l i f e s t y l e ,  1  i s t s  m a r k e t a b l e  
j o b  s k i l l s ,  o u t l i n e s  c u r r e n t  bus iness t r e n d s ,  names t h e  b e s t  companies t o  work 
f o r ,  assesses t h e  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ,  recommends t h e  most  power fu l  
n e t w o r k s  t o  j o i n ,  r a t e s  t h e  b e s t  neighborhoods,  and p r o v i d e s  l e a d s  t o  f u r t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on c o n t i n u i n g  educa t ion ,  c h i 1  dcare,  and o t h e r  m a t t e r s .  Eve ry  c i t y  
i s  a l s o  r a t e d  i n  f i v e  areas:  d i v e r s i t y  o f  c a r e e r  o p t i o n s ;  j o b  cha l l enges ;  
r e c e p t i v e n e s s  t o  newcomers; advantages'  f o r  s i n g l e s ;  and advantages f o r  two- 
c a r e e r  coup les .  F r a s e r  c l a i m s  t h a t  h e r  f i n d i n g s  a r e  based on " o b j e c t i v e  
a n a l y s i s  o f  c i t y  employment and bus iness  t rends'and , s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  and upon . 
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  c o u n t l e s s  women ac ross  t h e  c o u n t r y "  (p.x i  i ) ,  and, though she 
p r o v i d e s  no b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  she does c i t e  numerous s t a t i s t i c s .  Recent 
graduates ,  and women a t  any c a r e e r  s tage  who f i n d  themselves  mob i l e ,  can  
p r o b a b l y  p r o f  i t  from t h i s  volume. 

Fenton,  Thomas P., and Mary J. He f f ron .  Women i n  t h e  T h i r d  Wor ld:  A  D i r e c t o r y  
o f  Resources. M a r y k n o l l ,  NY: O r b i s  Books, 1987. 141p. indexes.  Pbk. $9.95, 
ISBN 0-88344-530-1. 

F i f t h  i n  a  p r o j e c t e d  twelve-volume s e r i e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  gu ides,  t h i s  
a f f o r d a b l e  sourcebook s p o t l i g h t s  resources  on women i n  A f r i c a ,  Asia, t h e  
P a c i f i c ,  L a t i n  America, t h e  Caribbean, and t h e  M i d d l e  East. References t o  

, o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  books, p e r i o d i c a l s ,  pamphlets and a r t i c l e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  s p e c i a l  
i s s u e s  o f  j o u r n a l s ) ,  and a u d i o v i s u a l s  appear i n  s e p a r a t e  chapters .  Each 
c h a p t e r  o f f e r s  a  s i z e a b l e  number o f  anno ta ted  e n t r i e s ,  supp lementa l  l i s t i n g s ,  
and p o i n t e r s  t o  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  c a t a l o g s ,  and d i r e c t o r i e s .  The e n t r i e s  f o r  
books a r e  long;  none p r e - d a t e  1980; and n e a r l y  a l l  g i v e  p r i c e s .  The i n c l u s i o n  
o f  i n e x p e n s i v e  pamphlets, s p e c i a l  i ssues ,  work ing  papers, and t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  as  
w e l l  as A-V m a t e r i a l s ,  wi 1 1  b o o s t  t h e  volume's u s e f u l n e s s  t o  g r a s s r o o t s  



o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The emphasis t h r o u g h o u t  i s  on Eng l ish- language i tems. Indexes 
p e r m i t  access by o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n d i v i d u a l ,  t i t l e ,  geograph ica l  area,  and 
s u b j e c t .  

E d i t o r s  Fenton and H e f f r o n  d i r e c t l y  acknowledge t h e  " r a d i c a l  a n a l y s i s "  
t h e y  embrace, add ing  a  welcome d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  volume's p o l i t i c a l  
o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  usua l  background on f o r m a t  and scope i n  t h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  
T h i r d  Wor ld  Resources, a  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  independent,  n o n p r o f i t  Data Center ,  
sponsored t h e  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  Women i n  t h e  T h i r d  World. Ded ica ted  t o  
p r e s e n t i n g  an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  mass media images o f  Thi ' rd Wor ld r e g i o n s  and 
i s s u e s ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  a1 so i s s u e s  a  v a l u a b l e  q u a r t e r 1  y news1 e t t e r  and m a i n t a i n s  
a  c l e a r i n g h o u s e  and r e s e a r c h  s e r v i c e .  To l e a r n  more, c o n t a c t  T h i r d  Wor ld 
Resources a t  464 1 9 t h  St., Oakland, CA 94612. 

G i l b e r t ,  V i c t o r  F r a n c i s ,  and Darshan Singh T a t l a .  Women's S tud ies :  A 
B i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  D i s s e r t a t i o n s ,  1870-1982. New York: B. B l a c k w e l l ,  1985. 
496p. index.  $85.00, ISBN 0-631-13714-9. LC 85-6192. 

Wide i n  s u b j e c t  coverage b u t  nar row i n  t h e  t y p e  o f  m a t e r i a l  i t  covers,  
t h i s  i s  a  t o o l  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h e  advanced s c h o l a r .  I t ' s  expens ive ,  and 
l i b r a r i e s  w i t h  access t o  D i s s e r t a t i o n  A b s t r a c t s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n  p r i n t  o r  

' o n l i n e  m i g h t  q u e s t i o n  t h e  need f o r  t h i s  s p e c i a l i z e d  l i s t i n g .  G i l b e r t  and 
T a t l a  c i t e  o v e r  12,000 d i s s e r t a t i o n s  f rom B r i t i s h ,  Canadian, I r i s h ,  and U.S. 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  t w e n t y - t h r e e  s u b j e c t  d i v i s i o n s .  Author ,  t i t l e ,  degree 
awarded, u n i v e r s i t y ,  and d a t e  a r e  p rov ided ,  b u t  no a n n o t a t i o n s ,  no o r d e r i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and no a u t h o r  index.  The a u t h o r s  e x p l a i n  t h a t  t o  c u l l  women's 
s t u d i e s  r e f e r e n c e s  f rom genera l  i ndexes  and b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  t h e y  used a  
keyword approach, e n r i c h e d  by names o f  i n f l u e n t i a l  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e s  and 
women au tho rs .  No doubt  some works were over looked.  The a u t h o r s  append a  
"Check1 i s t  o f  B i  b l  i o g r a p h i c a l  and Reference Sources" 1  i s t i n g  t h e  m a j o r  
r e f e r e n c e  t o o l s  f o r  t r a c k i n g  down d i s s e r t a t i o n s  and i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  women. 

U.S. Department o f  Commerce. Women and Bus iness Ownership: An Annota ted 
B i  b l  i o  r a p h  . 'Washington: U.S. Government P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1986. 174p. 
d o .  F o r  s a l e  by t h e  Supt. o f  Documents, G.P.O., SIN 003-000-00646- 
8. 

Address ing  a  s u b j e c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  r e s e a r c h e r s  and p o l i c y  deve lopers ,  as  
w e l l  as e n t e r p r i s i n g  women, t h i s  b i b l i o g r a p h y  was p repared  by t h e  O f f i c e  o f  
Women's Bus iness  Ownership o f  t h e  U.S. Small  Bus iness A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  No 
i n d i v i d u a l  r e c e i v e s  c r e d i t  on t h e  t i t l e  page, and t h e  jumbled o r g a n i z a t i o n  
a t t e s t s  t o  t h e  many hands t h a t  p r o b a b l y  had a  r o l e  i n  i t s  c o m p i l a t i o n .  The 
s e l e c t i v e  1  i s t i n g s  i n c l u d e  fo rma l  r e s e a r c h  documents and l e g a l  case books, as 
w e l l  as  unpub l i shed  d i s s e r t a t i o n s ,  government r e p o r t s ,  and a r t i c l e s  and books 
f r o m  t h e  p o p u l a r  press. P a r t  I i s  an essay ( w i t h  146 f o o t n o t e s )  t h a t  o u t l i n e s  
r e s e a r c h  needs and problems and examines t h e  b a r r i e r s  t o  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  f o r  
women. P a r t  I 1  focuses on  l e g a l  i ssues,  and o f f e r s  b r i e f  ove rv iews  o f  t ax ,  
i nsurance,  p r o p e r t y ,  and c r e d i t  laws, w i t h  anno ta ted  r e f e r e n c e s  on each t o p i c .  
P a r t  I11 i s  an anno ta ted  b i b l i o g r a p h y  a r ranged  by t o p i c :  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
women bus iness  owners, d a t a  sources,  f i n a n c i a l  access, government programs, 
e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g ,  and s e l e c t e d  guides,  I n c l u d i n g  manuals on home-based 
bus inesses.  Some a n n o t a t i o n s  a r e  s h o r t ,  o t h e r s  r u n  t o  s e v e r a l  paragraphs. 
Append ix  A  p r e s e n t s  a d d i t i o n a l  re fe rences ,  1  a r g e l  y unannota ted , f o r  background 



on  t h e  s o c i a l  and economic c o n t e x t  o f  women i n  bus iness  and on 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  and sma l l  bus iness  research.  There  a r e  seve ra l  o t h e r  non- 
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  appendixes and an a u t h o r  index.  

K innard ,  C y n t h i a  D. A n t i f e m i n i s m  i n  American Thought:  An Annota ted 
B i b l i o g r a p h y .  Boston:  G.K. H a l l ,  1986. 321p. index.  $35.00, ISBN 0-8161- 
8122-5. LC 86-19525. 

Researchers  may be d i s a p p o i n t e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h i s  b i b l i o g r a p h y  ends 
i t s  coverage w i t h  t h e  1920s. C e r t a i n l y  a  g u i d e  t o  more r e c e n t  w r i t i n g s  by t h e  
New R i g h t  and t h e  ant i -ERA f o r c e s  i s  needed, b u t  t h a t  f a c t  does n o t  deva lue 
t h e  work a t  hand. K i n n a r d  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  women's s t u d i e s  s c h o l a r s  have 
s c r u t i n i z e d  t h e  advocates  o f  women's r i g h t s  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  and n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r i e s  more c l o s e 1  y t h a n  t h e i r  a d v e r s a r i e s .  Her  b i b l i o g r a p h y  j o i n s  a  
g r o w i n g  number o f  sou rces  t h a t  promote t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  r h e t o r i c  and s t r a t e g y  
on  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  debate.  

The b i b l i o g r a p h y  c i t e s  1,331 books, pamphlets, and magazine a r t i c l e s  i n  
e i g h t  t o p i c a l  s e c t i o n s  t h a t  range f rom t h e  genera l  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c :  women's 
r i g h t s  and feminism; woman s u f f r a g e ;  d o m e s t i c i t y ,  f e m i n i n i t y ,  and motherhood; 
e d u c a t i o n  o f  g i r l s  and women; women's i n t e l l e c t  and c h a r a c t e r ;  women's work, 

' - p r o f e s s i o n a l  employment, and c r e a t i v i t y ;  women and r e l i g i o n ;  and women's 
bod ies .  W i t h i n  each c h a p t e r  K i n n a r d  a r ranges  r e f e r e n c e s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y ,  
f o l l o w i n g  b r i e f  headnotes t h a t  t r a c e  t h e  wax ing and waning o f  p a r t i c u l a r  
i s s u e s  and arguments. The a n n o t a t i o n s  d e l i  be ra te1  y a v o i d  e d i t o r i a l  i z i  ng; 
i n s t e a d  q u o t i n g  e x t e n s i v e l y  t o  convey t h e  g i s t  and " f l a v o r "  o f  t h e  argument. 
K i n n a r d  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  c a r e f u l l y  between a n t i f e m i n i s m  ( a  response t o  t h e  
a g i t a t i o n  f o r  women's r i g h t s )  and misogyny ( a  g e n e r a l i z e d  woman-hatred, which 
i s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  h e r  l i s t i n g s ) .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  many o f  t h e  a n t i f e m i n i s t  
a r t i c l e s  and t r a c t s  were by women. The volume c l o s e s  w i t h  a  name index.  

O g i l v i e ,  M a r i l y n  B a i l e y .  Women i n  Science:- A n t i q u i t y  Through t h e  N i n e t e e n t h  
C e n t u r y :  A B i o g r a p h i c a l  D i c t i o n a r y  w i t h  Annota ted B i b l i o g r a p h y .  Cambridge, - 

A: M I T  Press, 1986. 254p. index.  $25.00, ISBN 0-262-15031-X. LC,86-7507. 

C o n f i n i n g  h e r s e l f  t o  t h e  Western w o r l d  and t o  women b o r n  b e f o r e  1885, 
O g i l v i e  i d e n t i f i e s  189 s c i e n t i f i c  fo re-mothers .  F o l l o w i n g  an i n t r o d u c t o r y  
essay t h a t  s e t s  t h e i r  achievements i n  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t ,  she p r o v i d e s  
b i o g r a p h i c a l  accounts ,  a r ranged  a1 p h a b e t i c a l  ly. Summary d a t a  i n c l u d e s  b i r t h  
and d e a t h  da tes ,  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  b ranch  o f  sc ience,  b i r t h p l a c e ,  p a r e n t s '  names, 
e d u c a t i o n ,  name(s) o f  husband(s) ,  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  s tandard  b i o g r a p h i c a l  sources,  
and works by each s c i e n t i s t .  Severa l  paragraphs ( o n  t h e  average)  t h e n  assess 
each woman's s c i e n t i f i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  and t r a c e  h e r  ca ree r .  F i n a l l y ,  each 
e n t r y  i n c l u d e s  coded r e f e r e n c e s  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  i n  works 
c i t e d  i n  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  wh ich  forms t h e  second s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  volume. The 
b i b l i o g r a p h y  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  and b r i e f l y  annota ted.  O g i l v i e  
p r o v i d e s  an i n d e x  t o  names, b u t  no i ndexes  t o  f i e l d  o f  a c t i v i t y  o r  n a t i o n a l i t y  
s u c h  as a r e  t y p i c a l l y  found i n  b i o g r a p h i c a l  d i c t i o n a r i e s .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  a  
summary t a b l e ,  a l p h a b e t i c a l  by name, f a c i l i t a t e s  scann ing t o  d e r i v e  such 
g roup ings .  T h i s  gu ide  complements P a t r i c i a  Joan Siege1 and Kay Thomas 
F i n l e y ' s  Women i n  t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  Search ( rev iewed  i n  FC F a l l  1985) and 
C a r o l i n e  Herzenberg ' s  Women S c i e n t i s t s  f rom ~ n t i q u i t y 2 0  t h e  P r e s e n t  ( rev iewed  



i n  FC Summer 1986).  r o u n d i n g  o u t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  d imens ion o f  
the?tudy o f  women i n  sc ience.  

Watson-Jones, V i r g i n i a .  Contemporary American Women Scu lp to rs .  Phoenix:  Oryx 
Press ,  1986. 665p. i l l u s .  indexes. $125 00 , ISBN 0-89174 -159-0. LC 84- 

T h i s  i s  a  b e a u t i f u l  l y -des igned ,  o v e r s i z e d  volume, w i t h  c r i s p  b lack-and- 
w h i t e  photographs and p l e a s i n g l y  l a i d - o u t  t e x t  on o p p o s i t e  pages. The 1  i v i  ng 
Amer ican women t h a t  Watson-Jones p r o f i l e s  have produced a  range o f  t h r e e -  
d i m e n s i o n a l  works, i n c l u d i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  f i g u r e s ,  a b s t r a c t  s c u l p t u r e s ,  
room-s i  zed i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  and huge e n v i  ronmental  p ieces.  "The o v e r a l l  
p r e s e n t a t i o n , "  t h e  a u t h o r  s t a t e s ,  "was des igned t o  su rvey  a r t i s t s  o f  v a r y i n g  
ages and backgrounds, o f  d i f f e r e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  and exper ience,  o f  
d i v e r s e  s c u l p t u r a l  a t t i t u d e s  and media, and f rom d i f f e r e n t  geograph ica l  
r e g i o n s "  (p. i x ) .  From o v e r  1,000 respondents ,  Watson-Jones chose 238 o n  t h e  
u l t i m a t e  c r i t e r i o n  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  a r t .  The r e s u l t  i s  a  s a t i s f y i n g  
volume f o r  b rows ing  t h a t  doub les  as a  b i o g r a p h i c a l  r e f e r e n c e  source. 

The d a t a  on each a r t i s t  i n c l u d e s  b i r t h d a t e ,  e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g ,  
i n d i v i d u a l  and group e x h i b i t i o n s ,  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  awards, 

' p r e f e r r e d  media, g a l l e r y  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  and address. Watson-Jones adds a  b r i e f  
b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  rev iews  and o t h e r  w r i t i n g s  abou t  each a r t i s t ,  and indexes  t o  
media  and s t a t e .  The photographs (one p e r  a r t i s t )  a r e  p a i r e d  w i t h  s h o r t  
s t a t e m e n t s  by t h e  a r t i s t s  on t h e  i n t e n t  and p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e i r  work. The 
f i n a l  e f f e c t  i s  s tunn ing ,  and communicates remarkab ly  w e l l  t h e s e  t a l e n t e d  
women's a r t i s t i c  achievements. 

Women W r i t e r s  o f  Spain: An Annota ted B io -B i  b l  i o g r a p h i c a l  Guide. Ed. by 
C a r o l y n  L. G a l e r s t e i n ;  n o n - C a s t i l i a n  m a t e r i a l s  e d i t e d  by  K a t h l e e n  McNerney. 
Wes tpo r t ,  CT: Greenwood Press, 1986. .389p. index.  $45.00, ISBN 0-313-24965- 
2. LC 86-379. 

There  i s  a  growing b i b l i o g r a p h i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  women w r i t e r s  i n  languages 
o t h e r  t h a n  E n g l i s h ,  s p u r r e d  by t h e  group o f  s c h o l a r s  w i t h i n  t h e  Modern 
Language A s s o c i a t i o n  who conce ived  o f  and n o u r i s h e d  Women W r i t e r s  i n  
Trans1 a t i o n :  An Annota ted B i b l i o g r a p h y ,  1945-1982, by Margery Resnick and 
I s a b e l l e  de C o u r t i v r o n  ( rev iewed  i n  Summer 1985). Women W r i t e r s  o f  Spa in  
i s  t h e  l a t e s t  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  l i t e r a t u r e ;  a  companion volume on 
women w r i t e r s  i n  Span ish  America i s  promised. Coverage i s  l i m i t e d  t o  
" c r e a t i v e  w r i t e r s "  -- poets ,  n o v e l i s t s ,  d r a m a t i s t s ,  and e s s a y i s t s .  Seventy- 
n i n e  e x p e r t s  f rom around t h e  c o u n t r y  c o n t r i b u t e d  -s igned e n t r i e s  t o  t h e  guide. 
The e n t r i e s ,  a r ranged  a l p h a b e t i c a l l y ,  e v a l u a t e  each a u t h o r ' s  p l a c e  i n  Spanish 
l i t e r a r y  h i s t o r y ,  summarize and a n a l y z e  h e r  works, and n o t e  f e m i n i s t  e lements 
i n  t h e  w r i t i n g ,  w i t h  an  anno ta ted  l i s t  o f  works f o l l o w i n g  each sketch.  
Gal e r s t e i n ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  documents t h e  n e g l e c t  o f  women w r i t e r s  i n  Span ish  
l i t e r a t u r e  courses and h i g h l i g h t s  i m p o r t a n t  f i g u r e s ,  f rom Santa Teresa d e '  
A v i l a  i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t o  E m i l i a  Pardo Baza'n i n  t h e  n ine teen th ,  t o  
t h e  women who persevered i n  p u b l i s h i n g  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  Franco 's  c e n s o r s h i p  i n  
t h e  t w e n t i e t h .  



A spec ia l  f e a t u r e  o f  Women W r i t e r s  i n  Spain i s  i t s  i n c l u s i o n  o f  non- 
C a s t i l l  i a n  w r i t e r s .  Kath leen McNerney i s  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  w r i t i n g  anno ta t ions  
f o r  works i n  Cata lan and Ga l i c i an ,  and has w r i t t e n  a second i n t r o d u c t i o n  
address ing  women's w r i t i n g  i n  these languages. 

Sweeney, P a t r i c i a .  Women i n  Southern L i t e r a t u r e :  An Index. New York: 
Greenwood Press, 1986. 117p. index. $29.95, ISBN 0-313-24972-5. LC 85- 
30208. 

Sweeney's purpose i s  t o  map t h e  rep resen ta t i on  o f  women i n  novels,  s h o r t  
s t o r i e s ,  and p l a y s  by Southern authors.  Approx imate ly  700 works by 180 
au tho rs  a re  inc luded ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a l i s t  o f  some 1,000 charac te rs .  The main 
l i s t i n g  i s  a l p h a b e t i c a l  by t h e  cha rac te r s '  names, p r o v i d i n g  b r i e f  notes on 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and p l o t s .  Al though bo th  male and female authors  a re  covered, 
f rom t h e  beginn ings o f  Southern w r i t i n g  t o  mid-1985, g l a r i n g  omissions a re  
ev i den t .  There i s ,  f o r  example, no ment ion o f  t h e  memorable charac te rs  c rea ted  
by E l l e n  G i l c h r i s t ,  who has been h a i l e d  as a l e a d i n g  new Southern l i t e r a r y  
vo ice.  Sweeney supplements t he  a l p h a b e t i c a l  l i s t  w i t h  an index by category ,  
u s i n g  s t e r e o t y p i c a l  l a b e l s  which she s t a t e s  a re  drawn from the  works 
themselves --  "Black Mammies," "Independent Modern Women," "Poor Whites ," 

,"Southern Be1 les , "  "Southern Ladies," and "Spinsters,"  f o r  example. I n  her  
i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  Sweeney (an expe r t  on Faulkner)  t r a c e s  severa l  o f  t h e  types of 
women charac te rs ,  c i t i n g  r eg iona l  v a r i a t i o n s  and drawing t h e  reade r ' s  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  a number o f  authors. 

0 '  Donne11 , Mary Ann. Aphra Behn: An Annotated B i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  Pr imary and 
Secondary Sources. New York: Garland, 1986. 557p. index. $77.00, ISBN O- 
8240-8906-5. LC 84-48023. 

Lercangge, Francine. Joyce Carol  Oates: An Annotated B ib l iog raphy .  New York: 
Gar land, 1986. 272p. index. $48.00, *ISBN 0-8240-8908-1. LC 84-48022. 

Two new t i t l e s  a re  devoted t o  s i n g l e  au tho r f ,  ?rid i t ' s  perhaps f i t t i n g  t o  
rev iew them toge ther .  Aphra Behn, a Res to ra t i on  d rama t i s t ,  poet, and f i c t i o n  
au tho r ,  i s  g e n e r a l l y  t o u t e d  as the  f i r s t  women t o  earn he r  l i v i n g  as a w r i t e r ;  
she s u f f e r e d  t he  scorn  and r i d i c u l e  o f  those who f e l t  he r  c r e a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  
pressed beyond t h e  sphere o f  p roper  womanhood. Joyce Carol  Oates, a 
contemporary v i r t u o s o  o f  t h e  novel ,  s h o r t  s t o r y ,  and poem, has i n s p i r e d  bo th  
awe and d i sm issa l  from l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s  because o f  t he  sheer volume o f  he r  
c r e a t i v e  ou tpu t .  

O'Donnel l  ' s  s c h o l a r l y  b ib1  iog raphy  descr ibes  i n  f u l l  phys i ca l  d e t a i l  a l l  
seven teen th -cen tu ry  e d i t i o n s  o f  Behn's works, records  the  l o c a t i o n s  o f  copies,  
c i t e s  m ic ro fo rm r e p r i n t s ,  and d iscusses t e x t u a l  problems, v a r i a n t  p r i n t i n g s ,  
and t h e  l i k e .  L a t e r  p r imary  works a re  s imp ly  c i t e d .  The secondary 
b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  comprehensive through 1983, i nc l udes  b r i e f  anno ta t ions  f o r  ove r  
600 books, a r t i c l e s ,  essays, and sec t i ons  o f  books t h a t  make some re fe rence  t o  
Behn o r  h e r  w r i t i n g .  Appendixes i n c l u d e  a cross- index t o  t he  p r i n t e r s  and 
b o o k s e l l e r s  who pub l i shed  Behn's works and a f i r s t - l i n e  index t o  poems, songs, 
pro logues,  and epi logues. The evidence o f  OIDonnel 1 ' s  thorough research i s  
everywhere i n  t h i s  volume, which w i l l  become a s tandard source f o r  s p e c i a l i s t s  
i n  R e s t o r a t i o n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  women's l i t e r a t u r e ,  and r a r e  books. 



~ e r c a n g e ' e  c i t e s  1,937 works by and abou t  Joyce Caro l  Oates, c o v e r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  between 1963 and August 1985. The I t s t i n g  of p r i m a r y  sources appears 
comprehensive,  w i t h  nove ls ,  s h o r t  s t o r i e s ,  poems, play:, e d i t e d  a n t h o l o g i e s ,  
essays and o t h e r  n o n - f i c t i o n ,  and i n t e r v i e w s .  Lercangee has a s s i d u o u s l y  
t r a c k e d  r e p r i n t s  o f  Oa tes ' s  s h o r t e r  works. The s e c t i o n  c i t i n g  secondary 
sou rces  i s  d i v i d e d  by t y p e  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  - -  books, c r i t i c i s m ,  rev iews  and 
r e v i e w  essays, and d i s s e r t a t i o n s .  Bruce F. Michelson,  who c o n t r i b u t e d  t h e  
a p p r e c i a t i v e  c r i t i c a l  p re face ,  w r o t e  many o f  t h e  anno ta t i ons .  The work 
conc ludes  w i t h  an a u t h o r l t i t l e  index,  and a  s u b j e c t  i ndex  t o  a u t h o r s  t r e a t e d  
i n  Oates '  c r i t t c a l  w r i t i n g s .  One can a lways q u e s t t o n  t h e  wisdom o f  i s s u i n g  
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  f o r  l i v i n g  au tho rs ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when t h e y  c o n t i n u e  t o  p u b l i s h  
p r o 1  i f i c a l  l y ,  b u t  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  c r i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  Oa tes ' s  case j u s t i f i e s  
a d d i n g  t h i s  source t o  most  academic r e f e r e n c e  c o l l  e c t i o n s .  

-- Susan Sear ing  

PERIODICAL NOTES 

A u s t r a l  i a n  F e m i n i s t  S tud ies .  1986-. Semiannual. . $ l o  (non-waged) ; $20 
7 i n d i v i d u a l  I ;  $35 ( i n s t i t u t i o n ) ;  $50 ( f o u n d a t i o n ) ;  overseas,  add $5 f o r  . - . - -. 

s u r f a c e  m a i i ,  $15 f o r  a i r m a i l .  ISSN 0816-4649. Research c e n t r e  f o r  Women's 
S t u d i e s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Adela ide,  G.P.O. 498, Ade la ide,  South A u s t r a l i a  5001. 
( I s s u e  exami ned: no.'2, Autumn 1986) 

T h i s  new s c h o l a r l y  j o u r n a l  p u b l i s h e s  " b o t h  d i s c i p l i n a r y  and 
t r a n s d i s c i p l i n a r y  s c h o l a r s h i p  and d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  f e m i n i s t  
r e s e a r c h  and women's s t u d i e s  courses." The i s s u e  examined cove rs  a  d i v e r s e  
range  o f  t o p i c s ,  f rom t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  wo-men's s t u d i e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  t o  t h e  
r o l e  o f  Abor ig i r ra l  women i n  t h e  proce'ss o f  B r i t i s h  conquest ,  t o  t h e  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  o f  houseworkers. Conference r e p o r t s  and a  number of 
r e v i e w  essays a r e  a l s o  i nc luded .  \ 

B i t c h :  The Women's Rock Magazine W l  t h  B i t e .  1985-. Approximate1 y month1 y. 
$15 (U.S. and Canada); $30 ( f o r e i g n ) .  San Jose Face, S u i t e  164, 478 W. 
Hamil t o n  Ave., Campbell, CA 95008. ( I s s u e  exami ned: no.12, October 1986) 

A  twenty-page t a b l o i d - s t y l e  magazine containing i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  and 
r e v i e w s  o f  women's r o c k  bands lpe r fo rmers ,  B t t c h  a l s o  c a r r i e s  r e c o r d  rev iews,  
1  e t t e r s ,  photos  and car toons.  

J e w l s h  Women's Resource Center  News1 e t t e r .  1986-. Ed. : Fran Snyder. 3 l yea r .  
35 .  N a t i o n a l  Counc i l  o f  Jewish Women, 9  E. 6 9 t h  St.. New York. NY 10021. 
( I s s u e  examined: v.1, no.1, Sp r ing  1986) 

The N e w s l e t t e r ' s  s t a t e d  goa l  i s  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  a c t i v t t t e s  and r 
Jew ish  women around t h e  wor ld.  I n  t h e  four -page p remie re  i s s u e  a r e  
o n  a  women's c e n t e r  i n  I s r a e l ,  news from New York, Albuquerque, and 
Resource Center ,  p l u s  b r i e f  book reviews.  

i t u a l s  o f  
an a r t i c  
t h e  



Women's Times. 1986-. Ed.: C h r i s t i n e  J. Evers. 26 l yea r .  $55. Washington 
News Serv i ces ,  Inc., P.O. Box 39113, Washington, DC 20016. ( I s s u e  examined: 
v.2, no.2, January  27, 1987) 

A  woman-owned f i r m  o f  w r i t e r s  and e d i t o r s  produces t h i s  b i -week ly  n a t i o n a l  
n e w s l e t t e r ,  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  on " f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  agency a c t i o n s  and c o u r t  
d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  a f f e c t  women, p l u s  ... what women and women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  
d o i n g  i n  t h e  U.S. and abroad t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  I n t e r e s t s .  ...I1 The e igh t -page  
i s s u e  examined i n c l u d e d  news on Women's H i s t o r y  Month l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h e  
p a r e n t a l  l e a v e  b i l l ,  a  p r o f i l e  o f  c o r p o r a t e  women o f f i c e r s ,  and some b r i e f e r  
i tems. 

SPECIAL ISSUES OF PERIODICALS 
Canadian Woman Stud ies11 es c a h i e r s  de l a  femme v.7, no.3, Fa1 1  1986 and v.7, 
no.4, W i n t e r  1986: "Canadian Women's H i s t o r y / L I H i s t o i r e  Des Femmes 
Canadiennes." Guest eds.: Paula Bourne,  ail Brandt ,  and J a c i n t h e  Fraser .  
$22 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $32 ( i n s t . )  ( o u t s i d e  Canada add $6).  S i n g l e  copy: i n q u i r e .  
I SSN 0713-3235. 212 Founders Col 1  ege, York U n i v e r s i t y  , 4700 Keel e  St., 
Downsvl ew, O n t a r i o ,  Canada, M3J 1P3. ( I s s u e s  examined) 

A r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  f a l l  i s s u e  o f  t h i s  panoramic t w o - p a r t  g a t h e r i n g  o f  papers 
on  Canadian women's h i s t o r y  a r e  grouped under  t h e  headings " W r i t i n g  Women i n t o  
H i s t o r y  ,'I " C u l t u r a l  C o n t r i b u t i o n s , "  "Educa t lon  ,I1 and "Pa id  Work." The w i n t e r  

' i s s u e  c o n t a i n s  papers c e n t e r e d  on these  t o p i c s :  " I m m i g r a t i o n  and Set t lement , "  
" O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  A c t i v i t i e s , "  "Fami ly ,  t h e  S t a t e  and S o c i a l  Order," and 
" I n d i v i d u a l  Experiences." 

Condi t l o n s :  13, 1986:  " I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Focus I." Edi t o r l a l  c o l  l e c t i v e .  $18 
( i n d i v . ) ;  $12 ( h a r d s h i p ) ;  $28 ( i n s t . ) .  S i n g l e  copy: $7 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $10 ( i n s t . ) .  
ISSN 0147-8311. P.O. Box 56, Van B r u n t  S t a t i o n ,  Brook lyn ,  NY 11215. ( I s s u e  
examined) 

T h i s  f i r s t  o f  two s p e c i a l  i s s u e s  w i t h  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f ocus  i n c l u d e s  
f i c t i o n ,  p o e t r y ,  an  i n t e r v i e w ,  and rev iews  "by and abou t  women f rom Ghana, 
Guatemala, I r e l a n d ,  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  I n d i a ,  Puer to  Rico,  Germany, Canada, 
C h i l e .  Ma lays ia ,  Cuba, and Panama, as  w e l l - a s  t h e  U n i t e d  States."  

New England Law Review v.20, no.4, 1984-1985: '?Symposium on Pornography." Ed. 
- 

A n i t a  Reeves T u t t l e .  $15. S i n g l e  copy: $5. ISSN 0028-4823. 154 S t u a r t  St., 
Boston,  MA 02116. ( I s s u e  examined) 

The New England School o f  Law "draws upon i t s  h e r i t a g e  as t h e  f i r s t  l aw  
schoo l  f o r  t h e  l e g a l  e d u c a t i o n  o f  womenn f o r  t h i s  symposium. P a r t i a l  
c o n t e n t s :  "The Canadian C h a r t e r  o f  R i g h t s  and Pornography: Toward a  Theory o f  
A c t u a l  Gender Equal i ty" (Ka th leen  A. Lahey) ; " L e g i s l a t i v e  Remedies f o r  
U n a u t h o r i z e d  Sexual P o r t r a y a l s :  A  Proposal  (Ru th  Col k e r ) .  Appendixes i n c l u d e  
t h e  MacKi nnon1Dworki n  Model Ant i -Pornography Law, t h e  M i  nneapol i s Ordinance,  
t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  An t ipo rnography  Ordinance, and comment on t h e  Cable 
Communications Po l  i c y  Act  o f  1984. 

Plainswoman v.10, no.4, December 1986: " I n d i a n  Women." E d i t o r i a l  committee. 
$15; $10 (1 ow-i ncome); $20 ( s u p p o r t e r ) .  S i n g l e  copy: i n q u i r e .  ISSN 0148-902X. 
P.O. Box 8027, Grand Forks,  ND 58202. ( I s s u e  examined) 

T h i s  s l i m  i s s u e  i n c l u d e s  t h r e e  s h o r t  works o f  f i c t i o n  by American I n d i a n  
women, p l u s  a  t r a n s c r i b e d  speech about  exper iences  i n  a  Bureau o f  I n d i a n  
A f  f a 1  r s  b o a r d i n g  school .  



Pro teus :  A  Journa l  o f  I deas  v.3, no.2, F a l l  1986: "Women, P o l i t i c s  and 
Government ." Ed. : Angelo Costanzo. $10. S i n g l e  copy: $5. Shippensburg 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  Shi  ppensburg, PA 17257. ( I s s u e  exami ned) 

P a r t i a l  c o n t e n t s :  " I n c r e a s i n g  Women's I n f l u e n c e  i n  Government and 
P o l i t i c s :  The I n c l u s i o n  o f  Women o f  Co lo r "  (Mary Frances B e r r y ) ;  "Waging 
Peace: V i r g i n i a  W o o l f ' s  ' T h r e e  Guineas'  " ( G l y n i s  C a r r ) ;  "Why D i d  P o v e r t y  
' F e m i n i z e '  When Women Have Always Been Poor?" (Teresa D. Marc iano) ;  " 
' Persuade Yourse lves '  : Women, Speech, and Sexual  P o l i t i c s  i n  Tudor  S o c i e t y "  
(Deborah S. Greenhut) .  

S o c i a l  Sc ience  Q u a r t e r 1  v.66, no.3, September 1985: s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  on "Women 
i n  t h e  Labor  Force." Eg.: Char les  M. Bonlean. $20 l i n d i v . 1 :  $36 ( i n s t . ) .  . -  . 
S i n g l e  copy: i n q u i r e .  ISSN 0038-4941. u n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas ~ r e s s , ' ~ . ~ .  BOX 
7819, A u s t i n ,  TX 78713. ( I s s u e  examined) 

I n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  s i x t y - p a g e  s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  a r e  a  proposa l  on comparable 
w o r t h  (Pau la  England and Bahar N o r r i s ) ,  an oppos ing v iew and a  r e j o i n d e r ;  two 
papers  on s t r u c t u r a l  d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  female  l a b o r  f o r c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

' deve loped  c o u n t r i e s  ( K a t h r y n  B. Ward and Fred C. Pampel) w i t h  comment by 
Andrea Tyree; and "Female Occupa t iona l  D i s t r i b u t i o n :  Treiman and T e r r e l l  
R e v i s i t e d "  ( L i n d a  De La ~ i i a ) .  

S o c i o l o g i c a l  Spectrum v.6, no.1, 1986:  "Sou the rn  Women." Guest ed. : C a r o l i n e  
'Matheny D i l lman .  $35.50 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $64.95 ( i n s t . ) .  S i n g l e  copy: i n q u i r e .  . - 

ISSN 0273-2173. ~ e m i s ~ h e r e  p u b l i s h i n g  ~ o r p . ,  7 9 . ~ a d i s o n  Ave., s u i t e  1110, New 
York, NY 10016. ( I s s u e  examined) 

P a r t i a l  c o n t e n t s :  "The S p a r s i t y  o f  Research and P u b l i c a t i o n s  on Southern  
Women: D e f i n i t i o n a l  C o m p l e x i t i e s ,  Me thodo log ica l  Problems, and Othe r  
Impediments"  ( C a r o l i n e  Matheny D i l  lman) ; " S o c i a l i z a t i o n  f o r  Change: The 
C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  Southern  Woman" (Sarah Braban t )  ; "Magnol ias  and 
M i c r o c h i p s :  Reg iona l  S u b c u l t u r a l  C o n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  F e m i n i n i t y "  (Susan 
M i d d l e t o n - K e i r n ) ;  and "Southern  Women W r i t i n g  About Southern  Women: J i l l  
McCorkle,  L i s a  A l t h e r ,  E l l e n  G i l c h r i s t ,  and Lee Smith"  (Donna Ke l  l e h e r  
Darden). 

Women's H i s t o r y  Network News no.13, January 1987:  s p e c i a l  i s s u e  on b l a c k  . 
women's h i s t o r y .  td.: Mary R u t h s d o t t e r .  $20 ( i n d i v . )  ; $50 ( i n s t . ) .  S i n g l e  
copy:  i n q u i r e .  N a t i o n a l  Women's H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t ,  P.O. Box 3716, Santa Rosa, 
CA 95402. ( I s s u e  examined) 

The n e w s l e t t e r  i n c l u d e s  i t ems  on t h e  Bethune Museum and A r c h i v e s  f o r  B l a c k  , 

Women's H i s t o r y  i n  Washington, DC, and t h e  B lack  Women i n  t h e  M i d d l e  West 
P r o j e c t .  A  condensed v e r s i o n  o f  an a r t i c l e  on  b l a c k  women i n  La Crosse, 
W iscons in ,  p r e v i o u s l y  p u b l i s h e d  i n  F e m i n i s t  C o l l e c t i o n s  ( W i n t e r  1986),  a l s o  
appears. 

Women's R i g h t s  Law Repor ter ,  v.9, no.2, S p r i n g  1986: "Women and t h e  
J u d i c i a r y . "  Ed.: C y n t h i a  A. Cappe l l .  $20 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $40 ( i n s t . ) ;  $15 
( s t u d e n t ) .  S i n g l e  copy: $6 ( i n d i v . ) ;  $12 ( i n s t . ) .  Rutgers  Law School, 15  
Wash ington St., Newark, NJ 07102. ( I s s u e  examined) 

P a r t i a l  c o n t e n t s :  "Sexism i n  t h e  Courtroom: Repor t  f rom a  ' L i t t l e  G i r l  
Lawyer '  " (Mar tha Copleman); "Educa t ing  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  About Gender B i a s "  (Lynn 
Hech t  Scha f ran ) ;  "Sexism and t h e  Cour ts :  Speech t o  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Judges, Lewis  
& C l a r k  Co l l ege ,  August  19, 1983" (Honorab le  B e t t y  Rober ts ) .  



CEASED PUBLICATION 

Between Ourse lves :  Women o f  C o l o r  Newspaper v.1, no.1-3, 1985. Ed. by Raymina 
Y. Mavs and A ida S. Wakil .  O u a r t e r l v .  ISSN 0882-4355. P.O. Box 1939. 
washington,  DC 20013. ( ~ n f o & a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  e d i t o r s ,  December 1986, a i s o  
s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  new home f o r  t h e  'paper.) 

The Comparable Worth P r o j e c t  N e w s l e t t e r  (1981-1986) has ceased p u b l i c a t i o n ,  a t  
l e a s t  t e m p o r a r i l y .  F i l e s  from t h e  d e f u n c t  Comparable Worth P r o j e c t  (488 4 1 s t  
St. No. 5, Oakland, CA 94609) a r e  now housed a t  t h e  Pay E q u i t y  Resource 
Center ,  Center  f o r  Labor  Research & Educat ion ,  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  I n d u s t r i a l  
R e l a t i o n s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i  f o r n i a  a t  Be rke ley ,  Be rke ley ,  CA 94720, and back 
i s s u e s  may be o r d e r e d  f rom the re .  The d e c i s i o n  as t o  whether t o  c o n t i n u e  
p u b l i s h i n g  has n o t  y e t  been made. ( I n f o r m a t i o n  f rom Joan Bracon i  o f  t h e  Pay 
E q u i t y  Resource Center  .) 

Menses: The Periodical v.1-v.4, no.2, 1986. Ed. by  J u l i a n n a  FreeHand and P a t  
Posner. P.O. Box 192, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520. ( I n f o r m a t i o n  f rom 
e d i t o r i a l  n o t e  i n  l a s t  issue.)  

lTEmS O F  NOTE 
Severa l  resources  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  have come t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h i s  
q u a r t e r :  .. 

* LEGACIES: FAMILY HISTORY I N  SOUND i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  e i g h t e e n  ha1 f - h o u r  r a d i o  
programs on N o r t h  h e r i c a n  women and f a m i l i e s ,  from t h e  f i r s t  European 
s e t t l e m e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  C i v i l  War era. The t a p e  s e r i e s  i s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  as a  
c o l l e g e  c r e d i t  course. Con tac t  The AnnenbergICPB P r o j e c t ,  1111 S i x t e e n t h  
S t r e e t ,  N.W., Washington, DC 20036 (202-955-5251). 

* B r i t a i n ' s  " f i r s t  and most  p o p u l a r  upper -c lass  women's p e r i o d i c a l  o f  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  century,"  THE QUEEN, i s  a v a i l a b l e  on m i c r o f i l m .  Cover ing  t h e  -. 

p e r i o d  f rom 1861 t o  1885, t h e  p e r i o d i c a l  i n c l u d e s  women's fash ions ;  r e p o r t s  
and a r t i c l e s  on  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and economic i ssues ;  adve r t i semen ts ;  
c u l t u r a l  no tes ;  and o t h e r  v iews o f  V i c t o r i a n  e r a  B r i t a i n .  F o r  P a r t  I, c o s t  i s  
$3,100. Order f rom H a r v e s t e r  Press  M ic ro fo rm P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  17 Ship St. 
B r i g h t o n ,  Sussex BN1 lAD, England. 

* FBI FILES ON WOMEN'S LIBERATION MOVEMENT, 1969-1977 i s  a  l o o s e - l e a f  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  DaDers made a v a i l a b l e  th rouqh  t h e  Freedom o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  Act. 
F o r  $150 p l u s  $1' pos tage a  r e s e a r c h e r  canege t  some 1,500 pages o f  r e p o r t s  by 
i n f o r m a n t s ,  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  FBI d i s r u p t i o n  o f  demons t ra t i ons ,  and o t h e r  
s u r v e i l l a n c e  documents on women's group a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  U.S. To o r d e r ,  
w r i t e  t h e  Center  f o r  N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  Stud ies ,  122 Mary land Avenue, N.E., 
Washington, DC 20002, A t t e n t i o n :  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  and ask  f o r  document no. 1-119. 

* WISCONSIN WOMEN ON PARADE: CELEBRATING WISCONSIN WOMEN i s  a  12-page 
pamphle t  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  a  p o s t e r  on women i n  Wiscons in  h i s t o r y .  The 
p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  f rom t h e  Wiscons in  Dept. o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  



Bureau f o r  Equal E d u c a t i o n a l  O p p o r t u n i t y ,  Sex E q u i t y  P r o j e c t ,  A t t n :  Sue 
Wissbaum, 5 t h  F1, G.E.F. 3, 125 S. Webster, P.O. Box 7841, Madison, W I  53707 
(608-267-9156). 

Two d i r e c t o r i e s  may be o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  readers :  

* WOMEN' S ORGANIZATIONS: A NATIONAL DIRECTORY p r o v i d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  on more 
t h a n  2,000 women's o r q a n i z a t i o n s ,  i ndexed  by qeoqraph ic  a rea  and by f u n c t i o n .  - - .  
The 1  i s t i n g  i n c l u d e s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  government commi<sions, 
n e t w o r k i n g  groups, women's c e n t e r s ,  gu idance programs, and r e s e a r c h  cen te rs .  
The d i r e c t o r y  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  $22.50 p repa id ,  and t o  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  $25, f rom G a r r e t t  Park  Press, P.O. Box 190  F, G a r r e t t  Park,  
MD 20896. 

* WOMEN'S PLACES AND SPACES (AND SERVICES, TOO), produced by t h e  Women's 
A f f a i r s  Committee o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Madison S tuden t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
i n c l u d e s  more t h e n  200 u n i v e r s i t y  and community r e s o u r c e s  f o r  women. The 
twen ty -seven  page pamphlet  p r o v i d e s  b o t h  a1 p h a b e t i c a l  and t o p i c a l  l i s t i n g s  o f  
a1 1  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  p l u s  addresses and b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n s .  Send a  m a i l i n g  
l a b e l  and two stamps t o  Wiscons in  S tuden t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  5 1 1  Memorial Union, UW- 
Madison, Madison, W I  53706. 

4 
Among t h e  r e s e a r c h  summaries, s t u d i e s ,  and s p e c i a l  c o l l e c t i o n s  t h a t  we have 
n o t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  r e c e n t l y  a r e  these:  

* SEXUAL ASSAULT: A RESOURCE COLLECTION f rom t h e  Cen te r  f o r  Women P o l i c y .  
S t u d i e s  c o n t a i n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  r a p i s t s ,  v i c t i m  a s s i s t a n c e ,  gang rape, a s s a u l t  
o f  d i s a b l e d  persons, and l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  a rea  o f  sexua l  a s s a u l t .  Send 
$12.50 ( p r e p a i d )  t o  t h e  CWPS, 2000 P St., N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

* The Commission o f  t h e  European CommunSties r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  WOMEN AND 
MUSIC Supplement No. 22 t o  Women o f  Europe. T h i s  n i n e t y - t w o  page r e p o r t  
c o v e r s  women i n  eve ry  f i e l d  o f  mus ic  t h r o u g h  t h e  ages, and i n c l u d e s  composers, 
p e r f o r m e r s ,  conductors ,  instrument-makers,-and o t h e r s .  S i n g l e  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  
r e p o r t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  w h i l e  s u p p l i e s  l a s t  Krom t h e  Commission o f  t h e  .. 
European Communities, 2100 M S t r e e t  N.W., S u i t e  707, Washington, DC 20037. 

* ECONOMICS OF WORK & HOME I s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  a  new r e s e a r c h  summary s e r i e s  
f r o m  t h e  Bus iness and P r o f e s s i o n a l  Women's Foundat ion,  e n t i t l e d  "Work and 
F a m i l y  L i v e s :  Women, Men and P u b l i c  Po l i cy . "  The summary i s  based on r e s e a r c h  
b y  Rober ta  S p a l t e r - R o t h  (on  d u a l - e a r n e r  coup les )  and E l a i n e  McCrate (on  
women's economic independence and t h e i r  g row ing  r a t e  o f  nonmarr iage).  For  a  
copy,  send $2.50 p l u s  $.35 postage t o  BPW Supply Serv ice ,  11722 Park lawn Dr., 
R o c k v i l  l e ,  MD 20852. 

L i s t e d  below a r e  s e v e r a l  program resources  t h a t  have been made a v a i l a b l e :  

* From t h e  N a t i o n a l  Counc i l  on  t h e  Aging, Inc .  comes FACING OUR FUTURE...: 
AN EDUCATION-FOR-AGING PROGRAM FOR MID-LIFE WOMEN. Planned f o r  use w i t h  sma l l  
g roups o f  women i n  t h e i r , 3 0 s ,  40s. and 50s, t h e  package program o f  s i x  two- 
h o u r  sess ions  i n c l u d e s  " i n f o r m a t i o n  on  h e a l t h ,  f i n a n c e s  ( S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y ,  
pens ions,  IRA'S, e tc . )  , educa t ion ,  employment and emot iona l  concerns"  and a l s o  
hopes t o  ''promote p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  abou t  women and aging;  t o  deve lop 
p l a n n i n g  s k i l l s ,  and t o  b r i n g  abou t  b e n e f i c i a l  changes th rough  mutua l  



suppor t . "  A l e a d e r ' s  manual ($30).  p a r t i c i p a n t ' s  manual ($5 ) .  guide,  a u d i o  
t a p e  of i n t e r v i e w s ,  and s l i d e l t a p e  o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  program a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f rom 
Jane Deren, P r o j e c t  D i r e c t o r ,  Fac ing Our Future ,  NCOA, 600  Mary land Avenue, 
S.W., West Wing 100, Washington, DC 20024. 

* THE SOCIOLOGY OF SEX AND GENDER: SYLLABI AND TEACHING MATERIALS i s  a  311- 
Daae manual c o n t a i n i  na s i x t v - f  i v e  cou rse  s v l  l a b i  ~l u s  assianments and . - 
e x e r c i s e s .  E d i t e d  b y S ~ a r r i e  Thorne, Mary ~ c ~ o r m a c k ,  ~i rgi ;;i a  Powel 1  , and 
D e l o r e s  Wunder, t h e  manual i n c l u d e s  how-to and t h e o r e t i c a l  essays, and t h e  
s y l l a b i  c o v e r  a  range o f  l e v e l s  f rom i n t r o d u c t o r y  t o  advanced graduate.  Send 
$14 ( p l u s  $2 pos tage)  p r e p a i d  t o  American S o c i o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  E x e c u t i v e  
O f f i c e ,  1722 N  S t r e e t ,  N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

* F i v e  INFORMATION DIGESTS a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f rom Bus iness and P r o f e s s i o n a l  
Women, on t h e  t o p i c s  "Women i n  t h e  Workforce," "Women i n  t h e  F u t u r e  
Workforce,"  "Women i n  Management," "Women i n  Engineer ing,"  and "The Wage Gap." 
Each b r i e f  d i g e s t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  most r e c e n t  s t a t i s t i c s  a v a i l a b l e ,  and s h o u l d  be 
u s e f u l  background f o r  speeches and a r t i c l e s .  W r i t e  t o  t h e  address  l i s t e d  
above. 

* The Lega l  Defense and E d u c a t i o n  Fund o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  
4 Women o f f e r s  a  p ress  k i t  o f  FACTS ON WOMEN, "up - to -da te  f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  on 
t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  o f  women i n  more t h a n  a  dozen areas. ..,It as background f o r  
c u r r e n t  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  news. Con tac t  Kathy  Bonk, D i r e c t o r ,  Media P r o j e c t ,  NOW 
LDEF, 1776 K  S t r e e t  N.W., No. 900, Washington, DC 20006 (202-429-7339). 

Th ree  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  r a r e  and o u t - o f - p r i n t  books on women a r e  l i s t e d  below: 

* WOMEN & THE PERFORMING ARTS, C a t a l o g  27 f r o m  E l a i n e  Katz ,  B o o k s e l l e r ,  
i n c l u d e s  books by and about  women dancers, s i n g e r s ,  o r a t o r s ,  screen and r a d i o  
p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  p l a y w r i g h t s ,  e t c .  WOMEN TRAVELLERS, Ca ta log  28, c o n t a i n s  
most1 y f i r s t - p e r s o n  n a r r a t i v e s  o f  t r a v e l  exper iences.  F o r  each o f  t hese  
c a t a l o g s ,  w r i t e  E l a i n e  Katz ,  B o o k s e l l e r ,  1319 N.E. 56th .  S e a t t l e ,  Washington 
98105 (206-525-3777). 

* HOUSE OF SARAH BOOKS s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  r a r e  and o " t - o f - p r i n t  as w e l l  as new 
books on women and r e l i g i o n ,  w i t h  a l l  p r o f i t s  g o i n g  toward women's p r o j e c t s  i n  
d e v e l o p i n g  areas. A  c a t a l o g  may be o r d e r e d  f rom t h e  b o o k s e l l e r  a t  P.O. Box 
670, S t a t i o n  P, Toronto ,  O n t a r i o ,  Canada M5S 2Y4. 

Among o t h e r  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  resources  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

* The U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  Non-Governmental L i a i s o n  S e r v i c e  has a v a i l a b l e  a  s i x -  
page U. N. CATALOG OF FILMS ON W0ME.N. Though a l l  a r e  i n  E n g l i s h ,  some a r e  
a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  i n  o t h e r  languages. W r i t e  Non-Governmental L i a i s o n  S e r v i c e ,  
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  DC2-1103, New York, NY 10017. 

* The NATIONAL PLAN OF ACTION UPDATE i s  a v a i l a b l e  f rom t h e  N a t i o n a l  Women's 
Conference Committee. Fo r  each o f  t h e  t w e n t y - f i v e  p l a n k s  adopted i n  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  P l a n  o f  A c t i o n  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l   omen's Conference i n  Houston, 1977, 
t h i s  upda te  l i s t s  "1977 Goals," "1986 Status,"  and " A c t i o n "  suggest ions .  F o r  
a  copy, send $1  t o  NWCC, P.O. Box 65605, Washington, DC 20035-6505. 



* Canada's C o n s u l t i n g  Committee on t h e  S t a t u s  o f  Women w i t h  D i s a b i l i t i e s  has 
deve loped  a  t a p i n  p r o j e c t  c a l l e d  WOMEN'S AUDIO BOOKS, wh ich  p lans  t o  b e g i n  
w i t h  p e r i o d i c a l s  !Her i rons,  a  f e m i n i s t  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  Ts f i r s t  on t h e  l i s t )  and 
w i l l  l a t e r  r e c o r d  books. For i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  p r o j e c t ,  w r i t e  CCSWD, S u i t e  
924, 294 Portage Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C 0B9 ~ a n a d a  (204-947-2742). F o r  
a  t a p e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  Her izons,  send $23 (Canadian d o l l a r s ) .  t o  S u i t e  200, 478 
R i v e r  Ave., Winnipeg, Mani toba R3L OC8 Canada. 

WISCONSIN BIBLIOGRRPHIES 
IN WOmEN'S STUDIES 
Two new t i t l e s  have been added t o  o u r  b i b l i o g r a p h y  s e r i e s  t h i s  q u a r t e r .  
"Canadian F e m i n i s t  P e r i o d i c a l s :  A  D i r e c t o r y "  by E leanor  Wachtel 1  i s t s  t h e  
names and addresses o f  f o r t y - f o u r  Canadian p e r i o d i c a l s  i n  E n g l i s h  and/or  
French. Jan Savage, a u t h o r  o f  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  young a d u l t  f i c t i o n  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  - 
o f  F e m i n i s t  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  has a l s o  produced "An Annota ted B i b l i o g r a p h y :  
~ o t h e r / ~ a u g h t e r  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  Ado lescent  F i c t i o n  1980-1985." Copies o f  
t h e s e  and o t h e r  t i t l e s  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  'Wisconsin B i b l i o g r a p h i e s  i n  Women's 
S t u d i e s "  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  o f  charge from: UW System Women's S t u d i e s  ' L i b r a r i a n ,  112A Memorial L i  b r a r y ,  728 S t a t e  S t r e e t ,  Madison, Wiscons in  53706 
( 608-263-5754). 

BOOK REVIEWS 
FORGOTTEn WARRIORS: WOmEn AnD THE VlETnAm EXPERIEnC~ 

B a r t h y  Ann Byrd, Home F ron t :  Women and Vietnam. Berke ley ,  CA: Shameless Hussy 
Press,  1986. 68p. pap., $7.95, ISBN 0-915Z33-52-4. 

Wendy W i l d e r  La rsen  and T ran  T h i  Nga, Sha l low k raves :  Two Women and Vietnam. 
New York: Random House, 1986. 291p. $16.95, ISBN 0-394-54985-6. LC 85- 
14534. 

E s t h e r  D. Rothblum and E l l e n  Cole, eds., A  Woman's Recovery From t h e  Trauma o f  
War: Twelve Responses From F e m i n i s t  T h e r a p i s t s  and A c t i v i s t s .  New York: 
Hawor th  Press, 1986. 124p. b i  b l .  ISBN 0-86656-561-2. LC 86-9878. ( A l s o  
pub1 i s h e d  as Women & Therapy v.5, no.1, Sp r ing  1986) 

Lynda Van Devanter  ( w i t h  C h r i s t o p h e r  Morgan), Home B e f o r e  Morning:  The S t o r y  
o f  an Army Nurse i n  Vietnam. New York: B e a u f o r t  Books, 1983; pap. r e p r .  New 
York:  Warner Books, 1984. 3 2 0 ~ .  $16.95. 0-8253-0132-7; Pap.. $3.95. ISBN O- 

K e i t h  Walker, A  P iece  o f  My Hear t :  The S t o r i e s  o f  Twenty-Six American Women 
Who Served i n  m n a m .  Novato, C r P r e s i d i o  Press, 1986. 350p. $18.95, I'SBN 
0-89141-241-7 . -19416.  



For  b e t t e r  t h a n  two decades, t h e  Vietnam e x p e r i e n c e  was cons ide red  an 
e x c l u s i v e l y  ma le  one. The hundreds o f  nove ls ,  persona l  n a r r a t i v e s ,  f i l m s ,  
a r t i c l e s ,  and h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  war p a i d  s c a n t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
o f  t h e  o v e r  f i f t e e n  thousand women who served i n  Vietnam. Women's r o l e s  i n  
t h e  war were commonly assumed t o  have been r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h o s e  o f  mother and 
w i f e ,  a n t i - w a r  demons t ra to r  and p r o s t i t u t e ,  r e f u g e e  and r e s e t t l e r ,  c a s u a l t y  
and mourner. 

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  w i t h i n  t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s  a number o f  books have appeared t o  
d i s p e l  t h e s e  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  and t o  f o c u s  a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  7500 m i l i t a r y  and 
7500 c i v i l i a n  women who were i n  Vietnam. And w h i l e  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  mixed -- 
m o s t  o f  t h e  f e m a l e - o r i e n t e d  m a t e r i a l ,  li ke much o f  t h e  male, m i g h t  n o t  q u a l i f y  
as  "good l i t e r a t u r e "  -- t h e  o u t l o o k  i s  promis ing.  A t  one l e v e l ,  t h e  memoirs 
and memories o f  women who were i n  V ie tnam a r e  h e l p i n g  t o  " round o u t "  t h e  t o t a l  
V ie tnam e x p e r i e n c e  by a d d i n g  a female,  sometimes f e m i n i s t ,  p e r s p e c t i v e  on 
A m e r i c a ' s  l o n g e s t  war. On y e t  a n o t h e r  l e v e l  t h e y  a r e  f o r c i n g  Americans t o  
come t o  g r i p s  w i t h  t h e  as y e t  u n r e s o l v e d  l e g a c y  o f  t h e  Vietnam War. 

Lynda Van Devanter  must  be c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  c a t a l y s t  f o r  t h i s  new awareness. 
F o l l o w i n g  h e r  appearance i n  A1 S a n t o l i ' s  Vietnam o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  E v e r y t h i n g  We 
Had (1 ) .  Van Devanter ,  w i t h  a s s i s t a n c e  f rom p r o f e s s i o n a l  w r i t e r  C h r i s t o p h e r  - 

,Morgan, l a i d  ba re  h e r  sou l  i n  Home B e f o r e  Morning,  . pub l i shed  i n  1984. W h i l e  
n o t  o v e r t l y  p o l i t i c a l  o r  f e m i n i s t  i n  i t s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  Home B e f o r e  Morn in  
s t a n d s  as  a m i l e s t o n e  because o f  i t s  d e p i c t i o n  o f  t h e  day-to-day e x p e r i e k e s  
o f  a V ie tnam combat n u r s e  and t h e  woman v e t e r a n ' s  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  
i m p o s s i b l e ,  read jus tmen t .  

By t h e  t i m e  Van Devanter  r e t u r n s  home, she i s  a w a l k i n g  c a s u a l t y ,  bes ieged  
by  n i g h t m a r e s  and f l ashbacks .  Seeking he lp ,  she f i n d s  h e r s e l f  abused and 
m i s t r e a t e d  by t h e  Ve te rans  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and r a d i c a l  Vietnam 
v e t e r a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and noncommi t ta l  l o v e r s .  We come t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  women 
v e t e r a n s  were n o t  m e r e l y  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  Sgnorance and s c o r n  t h a t  s o c i e t y  
acco rded  male V ie tnam veterans.  S ince*  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  female  v e t s  were 
nu rses ,  t h e  o r d e a l  was compounded by  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  most o f  them t o o k  up t h e  
same l i n e  o f  work -- t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  s i c k  and d y i n g  - -  upon t h e i r  r e t u r n  home. ., 

T h i s  l a t t e r  p o i n t  i s  t h e  most  c r i t i c a l  i n s i g h t  c o n t a i n e d  i n  Home B e f o r e  
M o r n i n  . Van Devan te r  r e a l i z e s  i t  h e r s e l f  when she i s  w o r k i n g  i n  a h o s p i t a l  64 u r n  u n i t  seven y e a r s  a f t e r  h e r  r e t u r n  f rom Vietnam: 

B u t  t h e  w o r s t  p a r t  o f  work ing  on M a r t y  was t h e  odor. I had 
a l m o s t  f o r g o t t e n  how d i s g u s t i n g  a b u r n  p a t i e n t  c o u l d  smell.. . 
What was more unusual was t h a t  t h e  p u t r i d  s c e n t  was mixed 
w i t h  t h e  p e t r o l e u m - l i k e  o d o r  o f  napalm. M a r t y  h a d n ' t  been 
exposed t o  napalm and n e i t h e r  had I s i n c e  Vietnam. There  was 
n o  reason  t o  be s m e l l i n g  i t  now. Nobody e l s e  d id .  B u t  
napalm was w i t h  me t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u ~ s  a day. I c o u l d n ' t  
escape t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  s t i nk . .  .. Every  n i g h t  when I went t o  
bed, I saw dozens o f  b u r n  p a t i e n t s ,  a l l  on o p e r a t i n g  t a b l e s  
i n  t h e  s u r g i c a l - T  a t  P l e i  ku. (pp.329-330) 



Thus, w h i l e  t h e i r  ma le -ve te ran  c o u n t e r p a r t s  were work ing  a t  c i v i  1  i a n  j o b s  
u n r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  occupa t ions ,  women v e t s  were t h r u s t  back i n t o  t h e  
same env i ronmen t  t h a t  had caused them trauma i n  Vietnam -- h o s p i t a l s  and 
death.  I t ' s  no wonder t h a t  female  v e t e r a n s  l i k e  Van Devanter  t u r n e d  t o  
a l c o h o l ,  sex, and drugs as  a  means o f  escape. 

Home B e f o r e  M o r n i n g  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  work. B u t  i t s  p r i m a r y  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was f i r s t  t o  b reak  t h e  s i l e n c e  ensh roud ing  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  U.S. women i n  Vietnam. The account  w i l l  n o t  endure as 
l i t e r a t u r e ;  n o r  does i t  y i e l d  g r e a t  f e m i n i s t  i n s i g h t .  I n  f a c t ,  Van Devanter  
o f t e n  r e v e r t s  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  male p e r s p e c t i v e s  on i s s u e s  l i k e  women i n  t h e  
m i l i t a r y ,  d e v o t i o n  t o  d o c t o r s ,  and r e s p e c t  f o r  male h i e r a r c h i e s .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  once Van Devanter  went p u b l i c  w i t h  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  and h e r  
p a i n ,  i t  became e a s i e r  f o r  o t h e r s  t o  f o l l o w  s u i t .  Such was t h e  case w i t h  
"Ruth," a  Navy nu rse  i n  Vietnam and a  r e c o v e r i n g  a l c o h o l i c  who i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  - 
o f  A  Woman's Recovery f rom t h e  Trauma o f  War. 

I n  a  sense, "Ruth" i s  t h e  a r c h e t y p a l  combat nu rse  -- Lynda Van Devanter  i f  
y o u  w i l l  -- undergo ing  t h e r a p y  on t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  couch o f  t w e l v e  f e m i n i s t  
t h e r a p i s t s  and a c t i v i s t s .  L i k e  Van Devanter ,  Ruth was r a i s e d  i n  a  C a t h o l i c  

, f a m i l y ,  suppor ted  t h e  U.S. m i l i t a r y  r o l e  i n  Vietnam, had a  sexua l  l i a i s o n  w i t h  
a  m a r r i e d  p h y s i c i a n  i n  Vietnam, w i t h d r e w  i n t o  a  p r o t e c t i v e  s h e l l  o f  a l c o h o l  
and d rugs  i n  o r d e r  t o  cope w i t h  t h e  f l a s h b a c k s  and n igh tmares  she exper ienced  
upon h e r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  U.S., and was d iagnosed as hav ing  P o s t  Traumat ic  S t r e s s  
D i s o r d e r  (PTSD). 

B u t  u n l i k e  Van ~ e v a n t e r ,  Ruth c o n t i n u a l l y  i s o l a t e d  h e r s e l f  s o c i a l  l y  and 
was a c t i v e l y  s u i c i d a l .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  she sought  h e l p  f rom a  f e m i n i s t  
t h e r a p i s t  --  Laura  Brown, a  S e a t t l e  c l i n i c a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  - -  a  s t r i k i n g  
d e p a r t u r e  f rom Van D e v a n t e r ' s  more mains t ream t h e r a p i s t .  As Brown, t h e  l e a d  
t h e r a p i s t  i n  A  Woman's Recovery f rom t h e  Trauma o f  War, p o i n t s  o u t :  

I canno t  imag ine  n o t  h a v i n g  t h e  awareness and a n a l y s i s  o f  
f e m i n i s m  and s t i l l  b e i n g  an adequate o r  'usedul t h e r a p i s t  f o r  
"Ruth." Indeed, a  f e m i n i s t  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  women i n  
g e n e r a l ,  women i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  and women i n  t h e  Vietnam war 
has been t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  of my c o n c e p t u a l i z i n g . .  .. (p. 13) 

As s i g n i f i c a n t  as Brown's i n s i g h t s  are ,  t h e  remainder  o f  t h e  t h e r a p i s t s '  
responses a r e  c l u t t e r e d  w i t h  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  j a r g o n  and c l i n i c a l  buzz words. We 
h e a r  f rom a  p s y c h o d y n a m i c a l l y - o r i e n t e d  t h e r a p i s t ,  an e x p e r t  on DSM-I11 ( 2 ) .  a  
p a s t o r a l  counse lo r ,  and a  Jung ian  t h e r a p i s t ,  among o the rs .  And w h i l e  t h e s e  
d i v e r s e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  and share  a  c o l l e c t i v e  
commitment t o  feminism, t o o  much o f  t h e i r  message i s  l o s t  i n  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n .  
S t i l l ,  f o r  t e c h n i c a l  and l a y  readers ,  t h e r e  a r e  "Ru th ' s "  pe rsona l  d i s c l o s u r e s ,  
and  t h e r e  i s  t h e  emergence o f  a  s t r o n g  f e m i n i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  
g e n e r a l  and women i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

O t h e r  w r i t e r s ,  such as K e i t h  Walker, a u t h o r  o f  A  P iece  o f  My Hear t ,  and 
B a r t h y  Byrd, a u t h o r  of Home F ron t :  Women and Vietnam, pursued more 
t r a d i t i o n a l ,  n o n - f e m i n i s t  m a t e r i a l  as t h e y  c o l l e c t e d  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  women who 
were h e a v i l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  Vietnam exper ience.  I n  A  P iece  o f  My Hear t ,  \ 

f o r  example, Wal k e r  comp i les  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  t w e n t y - s i x  American women who 



s e r v e d  i n  Vietnam, among them nurses  ( f i f t e e n  o f  t h e  t w e n t y - s i x ) ,  Red Cross 
worke rs ,  WACS, e n t e r t a i n e r s ,  US0 workers,  c i v i l i a n  f l i g h t  a t t e n d a n t s ,  and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  r e l i e f  and r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  A t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  by 
i n c l u d i n g  c i v i l i a n  as  w e l l  as m i l i t a r y  women, Walker demonst ra tes  b o t h  t h e  
d i v e r s i t y  and t h e  u n i f o r m i t y  o f  t h e  female  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  Vietnam. Wh i le  t h e i r -  
j o b s  may have d i f f e r e d ,  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e s e  women was t h e  same --  
t o  " c a r e  f o r "  and s u p p o r t  t h e  American s o l d i e r  i n  Vietnam. 

B u t  beyond t h a t  i n s i g h t ,  and t h e  c u m u l a t i v e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  t w e n t y - s i x  
s t o r i e s ,  t h e r e ' s  n o t  much new t o  be l e a r n e d  f rom A P iece  o f  My H e a r t  abou t  t h e  
un iqueness  o f  women's i nvo l vemen t  i n  war. Yet  t o  h i s  c r e d i t ,  Walker d i s p l a y s  
a  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  "back home" e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  t h e s e  
t w e n t y - s i x  women. He w r i t e s  i n  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n :  

So, t h e  women b r o u g h t  t h e i r  g h o s t s  back w i t h  them j u s t  as  t h e  
men d id .  And t h e y  t o o  have had t h e i r  n igh tmares,  f l ashbacks ,  
dep ress ions ,  and s u i c i d a l  t h o u g h t s  ( I  have seen t h e  s c a r s  on 
w r i s t s  c a r e f u l l y  concea led beneath  watchbands). Back home, 
s a d l y ,  t h e y  have been l e f t  on t h e i r  own t o  cope, t o  r e s o l v e ,  
each i n  h e r  own way, a l l  o f  t h e s e  c o n f l i c t s .  (p.6) 

, U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  degree o f  e d i t o r i a l  p e r c e p t i v e n e s s  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  i n  
B a r t h y  B y r d ' s  Home F r o n t :  Women and Vietnam. Wh i le  i t  i s  n o t e w o r t h y  t h a t  a  
s m a l l  p r e s s  (Shameless Hussy Press)  i s  p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  Vietnam i ssue ,  
one would  have hoped t h a t  an a u t h o r  1  i k e  Byrd  c o u l d  have added new and 
d i f f e r e n t  i n s i g h t s  t o  t h e  female Vietnam exper ience.  I n  Home F ron t ,  B y r d ' s  - 
emphasis i s  upon n i n e  women who, i n  h e r  words, "have p a i d  and a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  
t o  pay t h e  s t a g g e r i n g  p r i c e  f o r  t h e  V ie tnam war." B u t  because o f  t h e  
s k e t c h i n e s s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  and t h e  l a c k  o f  background a f f o r d e d . e a c h  o f  
t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e s ,  Home F r o n t  l a c k s  i n s i g h t  o r  c a t h a r s i s .  The o n l y  g l i m p s e  o f  
ep iphany  comes d u r i n g  t h e  remarks o f  Barbara  Gluck,  a  f r e e l a n c e  photographer  
i n  Vietnam i n  t h e  e a r l y  1970s. who e x p l a i n s  an o c c u p a t i o n a l  hazard  she r e f e r s  
t o  as " p s y c h i c  i n s u l a t i o n u :  

When you have y o u r  camera i n  f r o n t  o f  yob, t h e r e ' s  a  l e v e l  o f  
detachment t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e  so y o u ' r e  n o t  r e a l l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
p e r s o n  i n  t h e  exper ience.  ... B u t  l a t e r ,  when y o u ' r e  
d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  p i c t u r e s  and you see t h e  h o r r o r  and t h e  
hope lessness,  you break down. I c r i e d  many t imes  a t  t h e  p a i n  
and hope lessness o f  t h e s e  people, b u t  a lways a f t e r  I had s h o t  
my p i c t u r e s .  (p.45) 

B u t  pe rsona l  e p i p h a n i e s  l i k e  G l u c k ' s  a r e  r a r e  i n  Home Front .  We have 
h e a r d  t h e  accoun ts  o f  spouses and mothers  o f  MIAs and c a s u a l t i e s  be fo re ;  we 
need t o  unders tand  t h e  l i n k s  between t h e s e  t r a g e d i e s  and those  o f  American 
women v e t e r a n s  and Vietnamese women, b u t  we do n o t  f i n d  them here. 

Some o f  t h e s e  connec t ions  do come t o g e t h e r  i n  Sha l low Graves: Two Women 
and Vietnam. W r i t t e n  by h e r i c a n  Wendy W i l d e r  La rsen  and Vietnamese Tran T h i  

ga i n  t h e  Vietnamese t r u  en, o r  v e r s e  nove l ,  form, Sha l l ow  Graves b r i d g e s  t h e  
: u l t u r a l ,  s o c i a l ,  pol l *  and h i s t o r i c a l  gaps because i t s  w r i t e r s  a r e  
w i l l i n g  t o  c o m p l e t e l y  expose themselves  and t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  t o  one a n o t h e r  and 
t o  us. 



Wendy Larsen opens Shallow Graves i n  Christmas o f  1970. She has come t o  
Vietnam t o  j o i n  her husband, a j o u r n a l i s t  coverir lg t h e  war, and she teaches 
Shakespeare t o  young Vietnamese students. She i s  soon engulfed i n  a wor ld  she 
d i d  no t  a n t i c i p a t e ,  one o f  b lack markets and opium dens, bar  g i r l s  and 
orphanages. And wh i l e  her s t y l e  i s  no t  nea r l y  as poe t i c  as t h a t  o f  her 
Vietnamese counterpar t ,  Larsen does capture some o f  t h e  lunacy o f  t h e  
c o n f l i c t .  For example, i n  "For Chi Phuc" she wr i t es :  

You i roned my s h i r t s  
i n  my l i v i n g  room. 
Two women 
i n  one apartment. 
You ironed. 
I read about your  country.  
We cou ld  no t  speak one word t o  each other.  
When you almost d ied  
o f  your  e igh th  pregnancy a t  27, 
I found you a t  home s i t t i n g  on a rush mat. 
Your deser te r  husband 
h i d  behind a wardrobe 
p l a s t e r e d  w i t h  P l  a bo center fo lds .  

d I took you t o  t l7F e an Son Nhut Hosp i ta l .  
When they l a i d  you on the  gurney c a r t  
and I saw you i n  my miss ing  s i l k  underpants 
you shrugged. (p.35) 

Nevertheless, Shallow Graves succeeds because o f  Tran Thi Nga. Vietnam i s  
her country ,  and Shallow Graves i s  r e a l l y  her s tory.  Born i n  China o f  a 
mandarin f a m i l y  l o y a l  t o  t h e  Vfetnamese emperor Bao Dai, Nga re tu rns  w i t h  her 
f a m i l y  t o  t h e  ances t ra l  home i n  Nor th  Vietnam on l y  t o  be taken back t o  China 
as t h e  "bar te red  b r i de "  o f  one o f  Chiang Kai-shek's generals. Eventual ly ,  she 
r e t u r n s  t o  Nor th  Vietnam and heads south a f t e r  t he  1954 Geneva Accords. 

Not on l y  a re  we cap t i va ted  by her personal odyssey, b u t  as we f o l l o w  the  
events o f  Tran Thi Nga's l i f e ,  we become witnegs \so, f i f t y  years i n  t h e . l i f e  o f  . 
one Vietnamese f a m i l y  and through it, the  h i s t o r y  o f  Vietnam as wel l .  Nga 
comments on imper ia l i sm -- bo th  o f  t h e  Chinese ("Then the  Chinese came t o  
occupy our count ry ld isarm t h e  Japanese./ We are a small country,  bu t  every 
o t h e r  coun t r y / f ee l s  i t  can t r e a t  us l i k e  i t s  own home./ Jus t  walk in.. Do what 
you  please.. .") and t h e  American v a r i e t y  ("The Americans came t o  Vietnamland 
tu rned  our  count ry  upside downlwith t h e i r  money and t h e i r  army./ T h e i r  
s o l d i e r s  s l e p t  w i t h  our women./ The i r  generals pa t ted  our generals on the  
headslas i f  they were ch i ld ren .  ..") -- on p o l i t i c s ,  on change, and on human 
s u f f e r i n g .  

Unl i ke Wendy Larsenls verses, Nga's are w r i t t e n  w i thou t  i rony ,  which makes 
t h e i r  impact a l l  t h e  more devastat ing. And as she composes her l a s t  l i n e s  
from her  American home i n  Cos Cob, Connecticut, r e f l e c t i n g  on the  death o f  her  
mother i n  Vietnam, we r e a l i z e  t h a t  Tran Thi Ngals Vietnamese odyssey i s  now 
a l s o  an American one: 



Look ing o u t  t h e  window 
a t  t h e  l i g h t s  on t h e  New Jersey Turnp ike 
I prayed t h a t  k e  c h i l d r e n  

though across t h e  w o r l d  f rom one another  
had f o l l o w e d  t h e  a n c i e n t  t r a d i t i o n s  
so t h a t  h e r  s p i r i t  would r e s t  w i t h  F a t h e r ' s  i n  Paradise.  
( P-273) 

What Shal low Graves can do, t h a t  Home Before Morning, Home Front ,  and 
o t h e r  works cannot, i s  t o  broaden our  unders tand ing o f  t h e  Vietnamese c o n f l i c t  
s o  t h a t  we b e g i n  t o  pe rce ive  Vietnam as a c o u n t r y  as w e l l  as a war. It i s  
i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  Lynda Van Devanter and o t h e r  women veterans,  l i k e  t h e i r  male 
c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  "come home" from t h e  war. And i t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t h a t  women l i k e  
"Ruth" and o t h e r s  can a r t i c u l a t e  t h e  s e x i s t  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and male 
h i e r a r c h i e s .  B u t  i t  i s  even more c r i t i c a l  t h a t  we a l l  beg in  t o  see and t o  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  and human landscape t h a t  was t h i s  t i n y  Asian' n a t i o n  
b e f o r e  t h e  war. Shal low Graves takes  a g i a n t  s t e p  toward r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  f o r  
a l l  Americans -- ve te rans  and Vietnamese a l i k e .  - 

-- Douglas J. B rad ley  

[Madison, Wiscons in  r e s i d e n t  Douglas Brad ley  served as an i n f o r m a t i o n  
s p e c i a l i s t  w i t h  t h e  Army and was s t a t i o n e d  i n  Vietnam from November 1970 u n t i l  - 
November 1971. I n  1974 he he lped t o  found Vets House i n  Madison, a community- 
based agency designed t o  p r o v i d e  counse l ing  and j o b  placement s e r v i c e s  f o r  
Vietnam e r a  veterans. He has w r i t t e n  w i d e l y  on books and f i l m s  about  t h e  war 
and h i s  a r t i c l e s  have appeared i n  The p rogress ive ,  I n  These Times,. and o t h e r  
p e r i o d i c a l s .  He i s  p r e s e n t l y  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  Chancel l o r  w i  tff t h e  
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The experience of motherhood has r a r e l y  heM a, p r m i n e n t  place in  young - 
a d u l t  f i c t i o n  due t o  the  very na ture  of t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  which emphasizes the  
s t r u g g l e s  of t h e  adolescent .  Until r ecen t ly ,  motherldaughter r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
have a l s o  been neglected,  as noted in  1976 by Lou W i l l e t t  Stanek. ( 1 )  
However, t h a t  cen t r a l  shaping r e l a t i o n s h i p  of adolescence i s  not on1 y 
su r fac ing  b u t  f ind ing  cen t r a l  focus i n  contemporary f i c t i o n  f o r  young adu l t s .  

In a r ecen t  review of recommended young adu l t  novels wr i t t en  s i n c e  1980 
( 2 )  I found t h a t  twenty-one of them gave t h e  motherldaughter r e l a t i o n s h i p  
c e n t e r  s tage .  No longer  i s  t he  experience of motherhood being overlooked; 
r a t h e r ,  i t  i s  being represented r e a l i s t i c a l l y  --  and from a r a t h e r  su rp r i s ing  
angle.  Among these  twenty-one novels were nine t h a t  shared a common theme: 
r o l  e - reversa l  s between mothers and daughters. Instead of expl o r i  ng on1 y the 
s t e r e o t y p i c a l  adolescent  s t r i v i n g  t o  f ind  an i d e n t i t y ,  these novels por t ray  
mothers '  s t rugg l ing  a s  well ,  and i t  i s  the mothers, incapable of coping, who 
must u l t ima te ly  depend upon t h e i r  daughters. Due t o  mental stress, economic 
s t r a i n s ,  o r  s e l  f -absorpt ion ,  the mothers i n  these nine novels re1 inquish t h e i r  
nur tur ing  r o l e  and i n  doing so  fo rce  t h e i r  daughters t o  take i t  on. Though 
the daughters unanimously experience t h i s  ro l e  a s  a burden they r e sen t ,  t h e i r  
1 ives a r e  so deeply entangled with t h e i r  mothers' t h a t  they a re  unable t o  



r e f u s e  t h e  n u r t u r i n g  r o l e  t h e i r  mothers have r e j e c t e d .  Out o f  t h e s e  f i c t i o n a l  
p o r t r a y a l s  o f  r o l e - r e v e r s a l  comes an u n u s u a l l y  a u t h e n t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
complex m o t h e r l d a u g h t e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

I n  keep ing  w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r m a t  o f  young a d u l t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e s e  
n o v e l s  p u t  t h e  ado lescen t  daugh te rs  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  a c t i o n ,  even though 
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  o f  a u t h o r i t y  may be unwanted. The mothers may be i n s t i g a t o r s  
o f  change because o f  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  cope w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e s ,  b u t  i t  i s  
t h e  daugh te rs  who must  seek some r e s o l u t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  own s t r e n g t h .  The 
p a t t e r n s  v a r y  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  nove ls ,  b u t  i n  each t h e  daugh te r  r e l u c t a n t l y  . 
p l a y s  t h e  r o l e  o f  mother. 

Men ta l  s t r e s s ,  sometimes t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  menta l  i l l n e s s ,  i s  t h e  cause o f  
t h e  m o t h e r ' s  abandonment o f  n u r t u r i n g  i n  a  number o f  t h e s e  nove ls .  I n  Sandy 
A s h e r ' s  M i s s i n g  P ieces,  t h e  r e c e n t l y  widowed mothe r  t o t a l l y  immerses h e r s e l f  
i n  work because she f e a r s  t h a t  she w i l l  become an emot iona l  burden. She 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  p r o v i d e  h e r  daugh te r  w i t h  househo ld  s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  
c u t s  h e r s e l f  o f f  e m o t i o n a l l y .  It i s  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  d a u g h t e r ' s  repea ted  
o v e r t u r e s  and p a t i e n t  c o u n s e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  two a r e  a b l e  t o  sha re  t h e i r  g r i e f  
and a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  bonds between them. 

The s t r e s s  o f  an unhappy m a r r i a g e  causes Mrs. Warner t o  abandon h e r  t h r e e  
d r e n  i n  The L i b e r a t i o n  o f  Tansy Warner. Tansy and h e r  b r o t h e r  and s i s t e r  
l e f t  t o  cope w i t h  t h e  househo ld  s i n c e  t h e i r  f a t h e r  has r e a c t e d  by 

w i t h d r a w i n g .  Through assuming r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  more househo ld  tasks ,  Tansy 
beg i  ns t o  a p p r e c i a t e  h e r  mother. She t r a c k s -  h e r  mo the r  down and hears  h e r  
m o t h e r ' s  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  an o p p r e s s i v e l y  unhappy marr iage.  Tansy i s  t h e n  a b l e  
t o  a c c e p t  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  need f o r  independence, and a l t h o u g h  Tansy s t i l l  must  
p r o v i d e  p h y s i c a l  n u r t u r i n g  t o  t h e  f a m i l y ,  by n o v e l ' s  end h e r  mother  i s  once 
a g a i n  p r o v i d i n g  Tansy w i t h  emot iona l  suppor t .  

However, i n  a n o t h e r  nove l  o f  m a r i t a l  d r s c o r d ,  The D i v o r c e  Express, 
d a u g h t e r  Phoebe i s  c a l l e d  on  a g a i n  and. a g a i n  t o  p r o v i d e  emot iona l  s u p p o r t  f o r  
h e r  mo the r  and r e s e n t s  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  do t h e  same f o r  her.  Phoebe's 
p a r e n t s  a r e  d i v o r c e d ,  and she spends weekends d t h  h e r  mother. When h e r  - 
m o t h e r  i s  h a v i n g  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s  w i t h  a  new romance, Phoebe c o m f o r t s  her.  Ye t  
t h e  daugh te r  f e e l s  h e r  s e n s i t i v i t i e s  a r e  n o t  cons ide red  when h e r  mother  
r e m a r r i e s  a  man whom she d i s l i k e s .  The nove l  ends w i t h  h e r  f e e l i n g  r e j e c t e d  
b y  h e r  mo the r  and seek ing  c o m f o r t  and s e c u r i t y  w i t h  h e r  f a t h e r .  

I n  two nove ls ,  The S h e l l  L a d y ' s  Daughter  and The Mas uerade, t h e  mo the rs '  
deg ree  o f  s t r e s s  i s  so g r e a t  t h a t  i t  l e a d s  t o  menta 1 + ness and e v e n t u a l  - 
h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n .  K e l l y  i n  The S h e l l  Lady ' s  Daughter  f e e l s  t h a t  she has 
somehow b e t r a y e d  h e r  mother  who had always t r e a t e d  K e l l y  as h e r  b e s t  f r i e n d .  
K e l l y  t r i e d  t o  remove h e r s e l f  f rom t h a t  r o l e  o f  f r i e n d  b u t  now f e e l s  t h e  
bu rden  o f  g u i l t  f o r  h e r  mo the r ' s  s u i c i d e  a t tempt .  A l t h o u g h  K e l l y  i s  removed 
t o  h e r  grandmother 's  house w h i l e  h e r  mother  i s  h o s p i t a l i z e d ,  she d e c i d e s  i n  
t h e  face o f  f a m i l y  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  r e t u r n  home t o  s u p p o r t  h e r  mo the r  i n  h e r  
conva lescence.  I n  somewhat t h e  same way, Rebecca i n  The Mas uerade i s  t h e r e  
t o  s u p p o r t  h e r  mo the r  when she r e t u r n s  home a f t e r  h e r  4 menta i ness. Rebecca 
and h e r  s i b 1  i ngs ,  however, have been l e f t  t o  c a r e  f o r  themselves. T h e i r  
f a t h e r  was impr i soned  f o r  embezzlement wh ich  l e d  t o  t h e  a u c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
mans ion  and t h e i r  m o t h e r ' s  menta l  breakdown. Rebecca m isses  hav i  ng a  mo the r  
and r e s e n t s  b e i n g  cons ide red  t h e  " b e s t  a1 1-around" who can dea l  w i t h  any th ing .  



Having masqueraded we1 1 -be ing  f o r  many weeks t o  p rese rve  h e r  p r i d e ,  she r e b e l s  
and p u r p o s e l y  abandons r e s p e c t a b i l i t y .  However, as  t h e  t i m e  comes f o r  h e r  
m o t h e r  t o  r e t u r n  home, Rebecca resumes h e r  r e s p o n s i b l e  r o l e  and t r i e s  a l o n g  
w i t h  h e r  b r o t h e r  and s i s t e r  t o  p repare  a  peace fu l  env i ronment  f o r  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  
recove ry .  

Two n o v e l s  o f  i n n e r  c i t y  l i f e  r e f l e c t  t h e  s t r e s s  o f  economic hardsh ip .  I n  
b o t h  Rainbow Jordan and Sweet Whispers, B r o t h e r  Rush, t h e  mothers  a r e  away 
f r o m  home f o r  l o n g  p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e  seek ing  employment o r  work ing  i n  o t h e r  
homes. These mothers  a r e  caugh t  i n  a  doub le  b i n d :  by t r y i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  
economic s u p p o r t ,  t h e y  a r e  unab le  t o  p r o v i d e  emot iona l  suppor t .  N e i t h e r  
d a u g h t e r  n u r t u r e s  h e r  mother,  b u t  each o f  them does have t o  b c c e p t  t o t a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h e r s e l f .  Rainbow, f o r  example, has t o  deal  w i t h  e v i c t i o n  
n o t i c e s ,  s o c i a l  workers,  and p a r e n t a l - c o n s e n t  forms f rom schoo l .  F i n a l l y ,  
a f t e r  s t r u g g l  i ng w i t h  f e e l i n g s  o f  b e t r a y a l  towards h e r  b i r t h  mother,  Rainbow 
a l l o w s  h e r s e l f  t o  a c c e p t  and r e t u r n  t h e  l o v e  o f  Josephine;  h e r  f o s t e r  mother.. 

I n  Sweet Whispers, B r o t h e r  Rush, Tree accep ts  a l l  t h e  househo ld  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  h e r s e l f  and h e r  a i l i n g ,  r e t a r d e d  b r o t h e r ,  Dab. 
Resentment grows as she r e a l i z e s  h e r  mother  has a  l i f e  beyond motherhood which  
T r e e  yea rns  t o  share. The resentment  doub les  when encounters  w i t h  B r o t h e r  
Rush, h e r  dead u n c l e ' s  ghost ,  r e c a l l  c h i l d h o o d  memories o f  h e r  mo the r  abus ing  

' h e r  b r o t h e r .  When Dab d i e s ,  Tree c o n f r o n t s  h e r  mother  w i t h  t h e  t r u t h  and 
d e a l s  w i t h  h e r  own a m b i v a l e n t  f e e l i n g s  o f  l o v e  and hate.  

L i k e  Everybody E l s e  and Them Tha t  G l i t t e r  and Them Tha t  D o n ' t  b o t h  dea l  
w i t h  mothers  who a r e  so absorbed i n  t h e i r  own concerns  t h a t  t h e y  push unwanted 
r e s p o n s i  b i l  i t i e s  o n t o  t h e i r  daughters.  Samantha Go ld  i n  L i k e  ~ v e r y b o d y  E l s e  
c l e a n s  and p repares  f o o d  f o r  h e r  mother,  a  w r i t e r  o f  c h i l d r e n ' s  books who i s  
obsessed w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  r e c e p t i o n '  o f  h e r  r e c e n t  a d u l t  sex nove l .  The f a m i l y  
t i p t o e  t o  p l e a s e  t h e  nervous mother,  b u t  r e c e i v e  no r e c i p r o c a l  concern  f o r  
t h e i r  own i m p o r t a n t  events. Emb i t te red ,  Samantha p repares  f o r  h e r  b a t  m i t z v a h  
p a r t y  alone. Then, th rough  h e r  r a b b i t a s  guidance,  she g r a d u a l l y  comes t o  an 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  t a l e n t s ,  and beg ins  t o  r e c o g n i z e  q u a l i t i e s  t h e y  
share .  Samantha becomes t h e  i n i t i a t i n g  v o i c e  of reason t h a t  awakens h e r  
m o t h e r  so t h a t  she can r e f o c u s  h e r  l i f e .  I n  t h e  same way, Caro l  Ann i n  - Them 
T h a t  G l i t t e r  and Them T h a t  D o n ' t  i s  t h e  v o i c e  o f  reason  i n  a  f a m i l y  o f  
scheming pa ren ts ;  h e r  mother  t e l l s  f o r t u n e s  and "b lesses "  money f o r  a  l i v i n g .  
Hav ing  p l a y e d  t h e  r o l e  o f  mo the r  t o  h e r  many younger  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s ,  
C a r o l  Ann r e a l i z e s  t h a t  i f  she i s  t o  succeed as a  c o u n t r y - w e s t e r n  s i n g e r ,  she 
w i l l  have t o  make h e r  l i f e  on h e r  own. R e f l e c t i n g  on  h e r  f a m i l y ,  she says, 

I f e l t  as though I was b o r n  t o  be t h e  o n l y  t r u e  adul  t i n  
t h i s  family..;. I needed my mother  t o  be t h a t  - -  a  mother.  
A  c a r i n g ,  s e e i n g - t o - e v e r y t h i n g ,  t a k i n g - c h a r g e  mother. Bu t  
t h e  t r u t h  was she was a t  l e a s t  h a l f  t h e  t i m e  j u s t  a n o t h e r  
one o f  t h e  k ids .  (p.17) 

The r e c u r r i n g  r e f r a i n  i n  these  nove ls  i s  t h e  c a l l  f o r  mother;  t h e s e  
a d o l e s c e n t  daugh te rs  l o n g  f o r  an unders tand ing  communion i n  which t h e y  a r e  
c a r e d  f o r  and r e l i e v e d  o f  t h e  heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h e y  bear. Though t h e y  
a r e  a t  t h e  developmental  s tage  where one would  expec t  a  movement toward 



1 i b e r a t i o n  f rom f a m i l i a l  bonds, t h a t  development seems i n h i b i t e d  by t h e i r  3 

mothers '  v a r i o u s  s t r u g g l e s  f o r  s e l  fhood. By acknowledging t h e  t r o u b l e  and 
d i s o r d e r  i n  mothers '  l i v e s ,  which has f r equen t l y  been glossed over  i n  e a r l i e r  
works f o r  ado1 escents,  these novels  develop more human characters .  The 
frequency w i t h  which t h i s  theme appears suggests t h a t  such mothers a re  n e i t h e r  
uncommon nor  abnormal. Yet t h e  novels  do n o t  r e s o r t  t o  mother-blaming. They 
expose t h e  anguish o f  mothers '  l i v e s  and t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h a t  anguish on 
daughters  by r ecogn i z i ng  t h a t  t h e  adolescent  ques t  f o r  i d e n t i t y  and va lue i n  - 
s o c i e t y  p e r s i s t s  i n t o  motherhood as1 we1 1. 

The daughters i n  these works have p a r t i c u l a r  appeal t o  young a d u l t  readers  
who a re  presented w i t h  t h e  adolescent  as t he  endur ing cha rac te r  o f  s t r e n g t h  i n  
t h e  m i d s t  o f  psycho log ica l  hardship.  By and l a rge ,  t h e  mothers i n  these  
nove l s  a re  unable  t o  r eso l ve  t h e i r  daughters '  anguish and r e c l a i m  t h e i r  r o l e s  
o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  fami l y .  T h e i r  economic, mental  , o r  m a r i t a l  c o n d i t i o n  
g e n e r a l l y  p e r s i s t s  ( w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  o f  M i s s i n  Pieces and L i k e  Ever bod 
E l s e )  so t h a t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  must come t h roug  lrkni t e aug t e r s '  w + ingness t o  
i i E E r s t a n d  t h e  mothers '  s i t u a t i o n s .  Th is  exposure o f  t h e  anguish i n  mothers '  
l i v e s  suggests t h e  w r i t e r s '  a t tempts  t o  i n i t i a t e  young a d u l t s  i n t o  t h e  
comp lex i t y  o f  a d u l t  l i f e  and t o  exp lo re  more r e a l i s t i c a l l y  t h e  exper ience o f  
motherhood i n  t h e  1980s. 

4 --  Jan Savage 

[Jan Savage, a mother o f  two daughers, has t augh t  Eng l i sh  a t  New Mexico S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  Madison Area Technica l  Col lege, and t he  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin- 
Whitewater.  C u r r e n t l y  she i s  complet ing a masters degree i n  school  
1 i b r a r i a n s h i  p a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i  sconsin-Madison.] 

NOTES 

Lou W i l l e t t  Stanek, "Growing Up Female: The L i t e r a r y  Gaps," Media and 
Methods v.13, no..l (September 1976), pp.46-48. 

The works I cons idered  were i nc l uded  - i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  recommending 
sources: "ALA Best  Books f o r  Young Adults," 1980-85; CCBC Choices ( U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Wisconsin, Cooperat ive Chi1 d ren ' s  Book Center), 1980-85; J u n i o r  High School 
Ca ta l o  , 5 t h  e d i t i o n  w i t h  supplements (H.W. Wilson, 1985); Senior  High School 
, 1 2 t h  e d i t i o n  w i t h  supplements (H.W. Wilson, 1982); U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Iowa s "Books f o r  Young Adu l t s  P o l l  ." A d u l t  nove ls  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  young 
adul  t s  were n o t  included. 
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