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FROm THE EDITORS 

I should perhaps t i t l e  t h i s  e d i t o r i a l ,  "On the  Road w i t h  t he  L ib ra r i an -a t -  
Large." I n  May and June I p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  four conferences, th ree  o f  them i n  
t h e  East. It was a whi r lwind o f  a c t i v i t y  -- packing, t r a v e l l i n g ,  prepar ing 
papers, 1 i s t e n i n g  i n t e n t l y .  Above a1 1, i t  brought home a new apprec ia t ion  o f  
our  many interwoven nat ionwide and i n te rna t i ona l  networks i n  wamen' s studies. 

The experience began w i th  a small working conference t i t l e d  "Preserving 
Women's H i s to ry "  a t  Smith College on May 30 and 31. The Sophia Smith 
Co l l  e c t i o n  and Radcl i f f e l s  Schlesinger L i b r a r y  sponsored a ser ies o f  panels 
and workshops t o  b r i n g  together  a rch i v i s t s ,  h is to r ians ,  and 1 ib ra r ians .  The 
sessions -- ten i n  a l l  -- were devoted t o  such top i cs  as sources f o r  t h e  study 
o f  T h i r d  World women, l esb ian  archives, pe r i od i ca l s  as primary sources, and 
non t rad i t i ona l  research mater ia ls .  I moderated a 1 i v e l  y d iscussion o f  
na t i ona l  data bases. The conference was remarkable f o r  addressing the  needs 
of l a r g e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and grassroots archives -- needs sometimes i n  c o n f l i c t ,  
b u t  more o f t e n  i n  comnon -- i n  an atmosphere o f  mutual respect and overarching 
comnitment t o  t he  preservat ion o f  t h e  primary documents o f  women's h i s to ry .  

As a r e s u l t  o f  t he  conference, t he  f i r s t  steps have been taken t o  
es tab l  i s h  a formal network o f  women's a rch iva l  collections. Reposi tor ies i n  
such a network might cooperate i n  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  ra re  mater ia ls ,  ma in ta in  
a clear inghouse o f  manuscript catalogs and o ther  f i n d i n g  aids, and plan f o r  an 
on1 i ne index t o  t h e i r  co l l ec t i ons .  Feminist  Co l lec t ions  w i  11 keep our readers 
appr ised o f  t h e  group's progress. 

"Preserving Women' s H i s to ry "  was Immediately fo l lowed by t h e  S i x t h  
Berksh i re  Conference on the  H i s t o r y  o f  Women, a lso he ld  on the Smith campus. 
"The Berks" brought together  the foremost h i s t o r i a n s  o f  women, a1 ong w i t h  
budding scholars, a r c h i v i s t s  and l i b r a r i a n s ,  publ i shers, and femin is ts  from 
o the r  d i s c i p l i n e s  -- some two thousand p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  a l l .  The tone was 
decidedly  scholar ly .  Over 140 panels were presented, on top i cs  ranging from 
"Medical Concepts o f  Femin in i ty  i n  E a r l y  k d e r n  Europe" t o  "Women as 
Department Store Customers, 1870-1940." Not being a h i s t o r i a n  and t i e d  t o  no 
s p e c i a l i t y ,  I f e l t  f ree t o  sample; I l e f t  w f th  many new f a c t s  and 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  t o  mu1 1 over. \ 

A1 though l i b r a r i a n s  and a r c h i v i s t s  attended the  Berks i n  encouraging 
numbers, there  were few sessions spec1 f i c a l  l y  focused on the p rov i s i on  o f  
research mater ia ls .  Nor was any formal a t t e n t i o n  paid t o  a l t e r n a t i v e  fem in i s t  
publ i sh ing .  The so le  session on publ i s h i n g  drew a capaci ty  crowd bu t  
addressed only t r a d i t i o n a l  channels o f  disseminat ing research through books 
and journa ls .  

Back t o  Madison, m i l d l y  exhausted, f o r  a q u i e t  week o f  catching up i n  the 
o f f i c e .  Then m i d J u n e  brought t he  Midwest Women-in-Print Conference, a 
ga ther ing  o f  some s i x t y  women here on the UW-Madison campus. Our o f f i c e  was 
among the  o f f i c i a l  sponsors; the hard work o f  organiz ing the three-day event 
was handled by a corrnnittee associated w i t h  A Room o f  One's Own bookstore. 

This  i n t i m a t e  working conference stood i n  s t r i k i n g  cont ras t  t o  t h e  Berks. 
Assembled together  were represent ives o f  book publ i shers such as Meti s Press 
and Black Oyster Press, pe r i od i ca l s  such as The Lesbian Connection and 



Hurr icane A l i ce ,  p r i n t e r s  such as Iowa C i t y  Women's Press and Duck Type i n  
Minneapolis, bookstores such as Chicago's Women & Chi ldren F i r s t  and 
Cinncinnat i  ' s  Crazy Ladies, spec ia l i zed  publ i shers and d i s t r i b u t o r s  such as 
t h e  Womyn's B r a i l l e  Press, and l i b r a r i e s  such as the  Gerber-Hart L i b r a r y  o f  
Lesbian and Gay Resources and the  Milwaukee Pub l ic  L ib ra ry .  We shared 
i n fo rma t i on  on concerns ranging from microcomputer app l i ca t ions  t o  c o l l e c t l v e  
management. We argued, dined and danced together.  Perhaps l l t t l e  new was 
said, bu t  our sense o f  interdependency and mutual support was r e a f f l  rmed. 

Another week o f  r e l a t i v e  qu ie t .  Then I f lew  t o  New Jersey f o r  t h e  annual 
conference of  t he  Nat ional Women's Studies Assoclatlon. I had attended 
previous NWSA conferences and was a n t l c i p a t l n g  a s t imu la t i ng  fou r  days a t  
Doug1 ass Col lege o f  Rutyers, t h e  Sta te  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New Jersey. 

The conference was indeed a source o f  profess ional  renewal. 
Unfor tunate ly ,  because the American L i b r a r y  Associat ion'  s annual conventlon 
was he ld  on the  same dates I n  Dal las,  many femln ls t  l l b r a r i a n s  were unable t o  
a t tend NWSA. Nonetheless, l i b r a r y  Issues were not  absent from the  program. 
The L i b r a r i a n s '  Task Force held a product ive business meetlng, enjoyed an 

' 

elegant  recept ion  a t  t he  Mabel Smith Oouglass L lb rary ,  and sponsored a we l l -  
recelved program t i t l e d  "Taking Actlon: Smoldering Issues i n  L ibrar ianshlp."  
The panel included Jack ie  Eubanks (Brooklyn Col lege) on the  p lace o f  women's 
small press mater ia l  s I n  academic and publ i c  1 i brar ies ;  Jacquelyn Marle 
( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Cal l f o r n i a ,  Santa Cruz) on t h e  absence o f  women o f  c o l o r  f r a n  

, l i b r a r y  ma te r i a l s  and l l b r a r y  s t a f f ;  and myself  on special  l l b r a r l e s  and 
In teg ra ted  c o l l e c t l o n s  as models o f  l i b r a r y  support f o r  women's studles. Two 
o ther  conference sessions a1 so l n c l  uded presentat lons by 11 brar lans.  

I n  add i t ion ,  a day-long Autonomous I n s t l t u t e  (organized by a c o a l l t l o n  o f  
women of co lor ,  f h l  r d  World wanen, Jew1 sh m e n ,  students, whl te  work1 ng-cl ass 
and poor women, lesblans, and women w l t h  d l s a b l l  l t i e s )  inc luded a h i g h l y  
re levant  sesslon on "Information, Documentatlon, and Media." ALA's Comml t t e e  
on the Sta tus  o f  Women I n  L l b r a r l a n s h i p  funded a booth I n  t h e  e x h i b l t  area, 
and Jack le  Eubanks organized an impressive d lsp lay  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  press 
ma te r i  a1 s. 

I n  I t s  tone, NWSA d l f f e r e d  subs tan t la l  l y  from the  Berks. A1 though 
attended by l a r g e  numbers o f  academics, NWSA h d  a s t rong p o l l t l c a l  f l avo r .  
One could judge t h l s  by the  number o f  sessions f o r t h r i g h t l y  dea l ing  w l t h  
racism, anti-Semltism, and d l  sc r im lna t ion  against  .lesbians and d isabled women -- and Indeed, by t h e  very ex ls tence o f  t h e  lnnovat lve  Autonomous I n s t l t u t e .  
Yet I n  con t ras t  t o  previous NWSA meetings, open conf l  l c t  over these vol  a t1  l e  
Issues was rare. The Berks, on t h e  a ther  hand, Incorporated non-mainstream 
perspect ives more subt ly  -- f o r  example, by i n v l t l n g  Mary Berry, an outspoken 
b lack  member o f  t h e  federal  C l v l l  R lghts Commlsslon, t o  open the conference 
w l t h  an h i s t o r i c a l  review o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  reform and s t ra teg les  f o r  t he  
r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the ERA. 

Both NWSA and the Berks were danlnated by wanen engaged i n  f em in i s t  
educat ion a t  t he  co l  leye  and un ivers l  t y  l eve l  s. A1 though t h a t ' s  my usual 
m i l  l eu ,  I was refreshed by the  non-academic, comnunlty-dl rected perspect ive of 
the p a r t i c l p a n t s  i n  t h e  Midwest Wanen-in-Print Conference. However, t he  more 
one t r a v e l s ,  the b l u r r i e r  such d i s t i n c t i o n s  become. For example, I met a 
woman who represented Hot Wire, a new magazine devoted t o  women's music, a t  
t h e  Midwest w o m e n - i n - P m f e r e n c e ,  only  t o  encounter her again a t  NWSA 
s t a f f i n g  t h e  booth o f  a major u n i v e r s l t y  press. I ta l ked  w l t h  representat ives 



o f  Womyn's B r a i l l e  Press i n  both Madison and New Brunswick; they reach out t o  
a1 1 v i s u a l l y  impaired women, regardless o f  t h e i  r academic backgrounds. I 
1 unched w i t h  mainstream publ i shers who be1 i eve  t h e i r  books have pol i t i c a l  
s ign i f i cance,  and w i t h  nonp ro f i t  femin is t  publ ishers who hope t o  get t h e i r  
anthologies adopted f o r  classroom use. 

I s  there  a moral t o  be gleaned from t h i s  na r ra t i ve?  Only the obvious one: 
t h a t  f em in i s t  education i s  one grand, mu l t i f ace ted  endeavor. We a l l  have a 
r o l e  -- perhaps more than one r o l e  -- t o  p lay i n  the process. There's noth ing 
l i k e  a conference ( o r  two, o r  th ree)  t o  b r i n g  t h a t  p o i n t  home. 

-- S.S. 

TEN YEFlRS OF UJOmEN'S STUDIES 
IN UJlSCONSlN 

This year, t he  U n i v e r s i t y  of Wisconsin System i s  ce leb ra t i ng  t h e  t e n t h  
anniversary o f  t h e  System Task Force on Women's Studies, whose f i n a l  r epo r t  
formed the bas is  f o r  Systemwlde women's s tudles program planning and start-up. 
I n  a c t u a l i t y ,  t he  teaching o f  women's s tudles I n  Wisconsin has an even longer  
h i s t o r y .  I n  1971, Rena Gelman and E la ine  Reuben o f fe red  " A l i c e  i n  Academe" as 
a sec t i on  o f  UU-Madlsonhs v o l a t l l  e  Contemporary Trends course ser ies;  and Joan ' Roberts '  "Education, Sex Role S o c i a l i z a t i o n  and the  Status o f  Women" i n  
Educat ional Pol i c y  Studies was t h e  f i  r s t  department-based course. Many 
campuses entered t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  "images o f  m e n  i n  l i t e r a t u r e "  courses, and 
by  1973, UW-Oshkosh had organized a C m l  t t e e  on Womenh s Studies .and was 
p lanning t h e  f i r s t  women's s tudles minor t o  be o f f e red  i n  the UW System. The 
establ ishment o f  women's s tudles programs was a plank I n  t he  p lat forms o f  bo th  
UW-Madi son's Associat ion o f  Facul ty  Women and the Systemwide Coordl n a t i  ng 
Council of  Women I n  Higher Education, two c o a l i t i o n s  o f  publ i c  un i ve rs l  t y  
women t h a t  lobbied w i t h  great  e f fec t i veness  f o r  a f f i r m a t i v e  ac t i on  i n  h i r i n g ,  
employment and educat l  on. 

The System Task Force, however, had a special  importance i n  g i v i n g  an 
impetus t o  program p l  anning . At  t h e  same t ime ,Vice Pres ident  f o r  Academic 
A f f a i r s  Donald K. Smith convened the  Task Force on Women's Studies, he 
convened four  others. One -- meeting under t h e  umbrel la t i t l e  o f  American 
e thn i c  s tudies -- shared w i t h  m e n ' s  s tudies i t s  o r i g i n  i n  t he  p o l l t l c a l  
ac t i v i sm o f  t he  l a t e  '60s. The o ther  th ree  were i n  t h e  wel l -establ ished 
profess ions o f  ag r i cu l t u re ,  business and engineering. By p l  ac l  ng 
cons idera t ion  o f  t he  new f i e l d s  i n  t he  context o f  an o rde r l y  academic planning 
exerc ise  f o r  t he  System as a whole, t h e  Vice Pres ident  avoided some o f  t he  
con f ron ta t i ona l  atmosphere t h a t  has o f t e n  character ized women's s tudies and 
e t h n i c  s tud ies  program development. It can a1 so be argued t h a t  by t h e  
expression o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t  ( i f  no t  en thus ias t i c  endorsement), the Vice 
Pres ident  hastened i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cmmi tment t o  women's studies. Thi s  se t  the 
p a t t e r n  o f  admin i s t ra t i ve  i n te rven t i on  t h a t  became an unusual fea ture  o f  
women's s tud les  development i n  t he  UW System. 

I n  i t s  f i n a l  repor t ,  t he  Task Force recommended t h a t  each UW System 
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f f e r  a  women's s tudies program t a i l o r e d  t o  i t s  own unique 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  A campus-wide committee composed o f  teachers o f  women's 
s tud ies  courses, students and the  campus a f f i r m a t i v e  ac t i on  o f f i c e r  -- not  an 



independent department -- was t o  manage the  program. The pre fe r red  
adminl s t r a t o r ' s  t i t l e  was "coordinator." I n  add1 t l o n  t o  academic du t i es  such 
as course and program development, t he  coord ina tor  was expected t o  work w i t h  
campus cur r i cu lum comnittees t o  insure  Incorpora t ion  o f  women's s tudies 
research throughout t he  un i ve rs i t y ,  and provide a l i a l s o n  w i t h  campus and 
comnunity support services f o r  women. It i s  apparent from these Task Force 
proposals t h a t  women's s tudies was Intended from the ou tse t  t o  be 
"mai nstreamed" through cooperat ion w i th  act ion-or iented groups l n s l d e  and 
ou ts ide  the  I n s t i t u t i o n .  The new f i e l d  diverged sharply I n  t h i s  respect from 
t h e  grea t  m a j o r i t y  o f  o ther  academlc programs. 

One by one, t h e  System l n s t l t u t i o n s  named committees and appointed 
coord lnators.  Some programs were hampered e a r l y  on by short- term funding and 
t h e  overwhelming respons lb l l  l t i e s  o f  coordlnators. Where budgets and 
p o s l t l o n s  were i n s t i t u t e d  on a temporary basis, coord lnators had t o  
r e c o n s t i t u t e  arguments fo r  t h e l r  con t lnua t lon  every spr lng  t o  be assured 
support f o r  the f a l l .  The coord lna tor ' s  t lme was heav l l y  devoted t o  advocacy -- lobbying o ther  departments t o  o f f e r  wanen's s tudles courses; pursulng such 
curricular mat te rs  as t h e  grant lng o f  general educat lon c r e d i t  f o r  women's 
s tud les  courses; u rg ing  t h e  l i b r a r y  t o  purchase needed mater la ls ;  and I n  
general defending the  necesslty o f  women's studles. I n  addl t lon,  coord lnators 
t y p i c a l l y  faced an unusual ly h igh  student counsel lng load and a v a r i e t y  o f  
outreach comnltments both on and o f f  campus. 

Program development a t  UW-Madlson and UW-Mllwaukee was except ional,  though 
' i n  each case t h e  admln l s t ra t l ve  l n l t l a t i v e  pecu l i a r  t o  women's s tud les  

development I n  Wisconsin played a ro le .  The Vice Chancel l o r  a t  UW-MI1 waukee 
.was successful I n  ob ta in ing  new s t a t e  funds f o r  an O f f i c e  o f  Women's Studles 
I n  1974. A coord lna tor  was appolnted t o  repor t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t he  Vlce 
Chancel 1 o r  and manage a support s t a f f  l n c l  udlng an academlc spec1 a1 i s t  and 
secretary.  There was, however, no l n s t r u c t l o n a l  budget attached. A t  t h a t  
time, courses a t  Milwaukee were c ross - l l s ted  I n  women's s tudles and received 
women's s tud les  c r e d i t  on ly  as a r e s u l t  o f  a r igorous ana lys ls  and eva lua t ion  
by the  Women's Studies Committee. 

A t  UW-Madison, Women's Studles looked t o  e x i s t i n g  autonomous academlc 
programs governed by program c m l t t e e s  as models. A planning comml t t e e  under 
t h e  purview o f  an Ass ls tan t  Vlce Chancel lor maQe the  recomnendatlons on which 
t h e  program was t o  be based I n  spr lng 1975. O f  a l l  UW System programs, t h e  
UW-Madi son program most resembled a department. A cha l  rperson and assocl a t e  
cha l  rperson d i r e c t  t h e  program, each w i th  admlnl s t r a t l v e  re1 eased tlme. The 
program has always had I t s  own cur r i cu lum ( c r o s s l l s t l n g  on ly  a m l n o r l t y  o f  
program courses) and a budget analogous t o  t h a t  o f  a department t o  cover the 
program's I n s t r u c t i o n a l  and support expenses. 

Program development a t  o ther  l n s t l t u t i o n s  has o f t en  hinged on how -- o r  
whether -- admin l s t ra t l ve  t lme has been assigned. The UW-Oshkosh mlnor, 
j o i n e d  I n  a s l n g l e  u n l t  w l t h  other  l n t e r d l s c i p l l n a r y  programs, has been 
mainta ined over t h e  years through the  energy o f  a coord lnator  w l t h  a quarter-  
t ime academlc s t a f f  appointment. UW-Green Bay f a c u l t y  and academlc s t a f f  have 
managed a l a r g e  and a c t i v e  program w l t h  sporadic admln l s t ra t l ve  released time. 
The f l o u r l s h l n g  programs a t  UW-Whi tewater and UW-Plat tev l l le  have had f a c u l t y  
coord ina tors  w i t h  released t lme from the beginning, whi le  women's s tudles 
programs a t  UW-La Crosse, UW-Stevens P o i n t  and UW-Eau C l a i r e  have on ly  
recen t l y  been able t o  push ahead -- I n  each case as a r e s u l t  o f  improvement i n  
t h e  support f o r  a program admlni s t r a t o r .  



Women' s s tudies p r a c t i t i o n e r s  throughout t he  s t a t e  have used the  f a c t  o f  a 
merged u n i v e r s i t y  system t o  engage i n  a remarkable degree o f  mutua l l y  
suppor t i ve  a c t i v l  t y  . Subsequent t o  the Task Force repor t ,  women's s tudles 
admin is t ra to rs  agreed t o  meet once a semester. A cooperative1 y produced 
annual d i r e c t o r y  and research in fo rmat ion  exchange were star ted,  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  
t h e  L ibrar ian-at -Large f o r  Women's Studies was negot ia ted and an annual System 
women's s tudies conference was i n s t i t u t e d .  UW-Madison's Women's Studies 
Research Center has given special  cons idera t ion  t o  System women's s tudies 
f a c u l t y  through d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i t s  news le t te r  and i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  I t s  
conferences, appointments o f  f a c u l t y  from System campuses as research f e l l  ows 
and involvement o f  System f a c u l t y  i n  planning f o r  t he  1984 "Wr i t i ng  Women's 
L ives"  conference. 

I n  1984, women's s tud ies  courses and programs are t h r i v i n g .  O f  t h e  four-  
y e a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a l l  bu t  UW-River Fa1 1s o f f e r  an undergraduate m e n '  s 
s tud ies  certificate o r  mlnor, as recanmended by t h e  Task Force. Students can 
arrange f o r  i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  major opt ions i n  women's s tudies a t  UW-Madlson, UW- 
Mllwaukee and UW-Plattevil l e .  Courses l i s t l n g s  have been expanded across t h e  
System t o  meet student demand; every System l n s t l t u t l o n  o f f e r s  some courses, 
even where formal programs do no t  e x l s t .  The UW-Whltewater Women' s Studles 
Program recen t l y  received w t h o r i z a t l o n  t o  establ i s h  t h e  System's f l r s t  
Women's Studies Department. The UW-Madison Program o f f e r s  a Ph.D. mlnor  and 
i s  expl o r i n g  the p o s s i b l l  l t y  o f  i n s t l t u t l n g  a permanent undergraduate major. 

I n  addl t lon,  UW System programs have been a c t l v e  i n  p r o j e c t s  t o  
Incorpora te  women's s tudies ma te r i a l  i n  t he  t r a d l t l o n a l  curr iculum. I n  t h e  
n a t l  onal debate over whether m e n '  s s tudles should be "malnstreamed" i n  t h e  
cu r r i cu lum o r  stand alone as a f l e l d ,  Wisconsin scholars have general l y  sald, 
"Both.' Women' s s tud les  research i n t o  t h e  experiences and accompl i shments o f  
women con t r i bu tes  g r e a t l y  t o  scholarship I n  t he  t r a d l t l o n a l  d l s c l p l  i n s .  A t  
t h e  same time, t he  f i e l d  o f  women's s tud les  I s  a place where l n t e r d l s c i p l i n a r y  
research can be done. There i s  a growing body o f  knowledge t h a t  I s  p a r t i c u l a r  
t o  women's s tudies.  The nex t  t e n  years promise t o  be a t ime o f  con t lnu ing  
d iscovery and cont lnu lng  s t rugg le  t o  consol idate what galns have been made and 
t o  work f o r  the st111 d i s t a n t  goal o f  t r u e  equ i ty  I n  h lgher  education. 

-- D r .  Karen L. M e r r i t t  

[Karen M e r r i t t  i s  a Senlor Academlc Planner i n  t h e  UW System O f f l c e  o f  
Academlc A f f a l r s .  Slnce serv lng as s t a f f  t o  t he  1974 Task Force on Women's 
Studies, she has been Academic A f f a l r s  l l a i s o n  w i t h  t h e  UW System's women's 
s tud les  programs .I 

VISIONS 
FEMINIST FILMS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

Feminist  educat ion f o r  g i r l s  and boys i s  a mat te r  o f  concern among 
i nc reas ing  numbers o f  educators, as we1 1 as w i t h i n  t h e  women' s movement. ( 1 )  
I n  t he  l a s t  issue o f  Feminist  Col lect ions,  I surveyed several f l l m s t r i p s  
deslgned t o  help young people and teachers unlearn sex i s t  and r a c i s t  
stereotypes and a t t i t udes .  Below, I review a number o f  a n t i s e x i s t  f i l m s  f o r  
young people produced w i t h i n  t he  femin is t  f i l m  movement since the  e a r l y  1970s. 



These f i l m s  dramatize fem in i s t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  and r e d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  r e a l i t i e s  
and a1 te rna t i ves  o f  growing up as g i r l s  and boys. They range from animated 
fantas ies of personal and sexual i d e n t i t y ,  t o  documentaries, t o  s i t u a t i o n  
comedies about t he  inappropriateness o f  sex r o l e  models encountered by young 
people i n  ado1 escence. 

Most f i l m s  t h a t  educational i n s t i t u t i o n s  produce f o r  and about adolescents 
address the specia l  challenges t h a t  adolescence poses f o r  values, i d e n t i t y ,  
choices, and in terpersonal  and fami ly  re1 at ions.  Fi lms by fem in i s t  fi lmmakers 
in t roduce g i r l s  and boys t o  feminism by showing t h a t  many o f  those challenges 
a r i s e  from the way sexism inf luences the  soc ia l  cons t ruc t ion  o f  sexua l i t y ,  
mascu l in i t y ,  and femin in i ty .  Several o f  the f i l m s  l i s t e d  below go on t o  show 
how these d e f i n i t i o n s  a f f e c t  adolescent c u l t u r e  and fami ly  re la t i ons .  

These f i l m s  can b r i n g  discusgions about feminism and the  women's movement 
i n t o  t he  c l  assroom, and ground those d l  scussions i n  young peoples' imnediate 
experiences o f  sexism w i t h i n  the contexts  o f  t h e i r  schools, t h e i r  soc ia l  
groups, and the  mass media. (2 )  

Cath l .  (Cheryl Gosa and Fran Burst-Terranel la.  1982. 14 min. co lor .  $30 
r e n t a l  . Ideas and Images, Inc. .) 

Th is  i s  a sho r t  f i c t i o n  f i l m  about a teenager w i t h  cerebral  palsy who 
decides t o  t r y  out  f o r  cheerleading squad. The f i lm ' s  message about courage, 
determinat ion,  and p u r s u i t  o f  a dream canes across w i t h  humor and fee l ing .  

Am I Normal? (Debra Franco and David Shepard. 1980. 24 min. co lo r .  $45 
r e n t a l  . New Day Fi lms .) 

This  f i c t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  comedy por t rays experiences boys and g i r l s  go 
through dur ing  puberty. It presents facts  about ma1 e sexual development, 
whi 1 e simultaneously r a i s i n g  important issues about mascul in i ty ,  i d e n t i t y ,  and 
peer pressure. 

Anything You Want t o  Be. (L iane Brandon. - 1972. 8 min. b/w. 522 r e n t a l .  
New Day F i  lms .) 

A humorous look a t  sex-role s te reo typ ing  f o r  g i r l s .  A h igh  school g i r l  i s  
de f l ec ted  from her goals by a guidance counselor, peers, and teachers. When 
she fantas izes about her f u tu re  l i f e ,  her dreanis hecane nightmares peopled by 
s tereotypes created by t h e  mass media. 

Men's L ives.  (Josh Hanig and W i l l  Roberts. 1975. 43 min. co lor .  $58 
r e n t a l .  New Day Fi lms .) 

Th is  Academy Award-wi nn i  ng documentary about t he  ma1 e mystique features 
i n t e r v i e w s  w i th  h igh  school teachers, boys, and men, a1 ong w i t h  t h e  
r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  media heroes. 

The Flashettes. (Bonnle Friedman and Emily Parker Leon. 1977. 20 min. 
co lo r .  $40 ren ta l .  New Day Films.) 

An e x h i l a r a t i n g  exposure o f  how young, black urban women and g i r l s  can 
a c t i v e l y  develop themselves throuyh sports. It moving1 y shows how r i  yorous 
t r a i n i n g  produces not  on ly  muscle, bu t  a1 so pos t i ve  s e l f - i d e n t i t y  and pr ide.  

Beauty i n  t h e  Br icks.  ( A l l e n  Mondell and Cynthia Salzman Mondell. 1981. 29 
m i  n . col  or.  $45 ren ta l  . New Day F i  lms .) 

Four energet ic  and c rea t i ve  black teenage g i r l s  grow up i n  a low~income 



housing p ro jec t .  The f i l m  shows how l i v i n g  i n  t he  pro jec t ,  and encountering 
shootings, rapes and o ther  v io lence i n  t h e i r  environment, does not  prevent 
these g i r l s  from s t r i v i n g  f o r  h igher  goals. As members o f  t he  G i r l s '  Club, 
they  a t tend a d inner  o f  prominent black women who may serve as fu tu re  r o l e  
model s. 

Dear D i a r  . (Debra Franco and David Shepard. 1981. 25 min. co lo r .  $45 d ew Day Fi lms .) 
A companion p iece t o  Am I Normal, Dear D i a r  ra ises  and answers questions 

about female puberty i n  a-can h y ormat. In fo rmat ion  about body 
changes and maturat ion, s e l f  image and peer pressure, i s  presented w i t h  humor 
and reassurance. 

x. (Monica Dunlap. 1974. 17 min. co lo r .  $13.90 ren ta l .  Michigan 
Media.) 

A g l r l  takes over her  b ro the r ' s  paper rou te  t o  earn money f o r  horseback 
r i d i n g  w h i l e  he 's  away a t  camp. Her dreams and aspi r a t i o n s  are challenged by 
t h e  p re jud i ce  of the rou te  manager and some o f  t he  d e l i v e r y  boys. The f l l m  
I 1  l u s t r a t e s  how sexual stereotypes can 1 i m i t  aspi ra t ions .  

Emergence of Eunice. (Emi ly  Hubley. 1980. 6 min. co lo r .  $15 ren ta l .  
Serious Business Company .) 

A l a v i s h l y  animated and s t rong l y  s ta ted  dep i c t i on  o f  a g i r l ' s  s t rugg le  f o r  
personal and sexual i d e n t i t y ,  and the  pain and problems o f  achieving 
independence. Screening t h i s  f i l m  could lead t o  d iscussion o f  fee l ings  and ' emotions t i e d  up w i t h  t h e  s t rugg le  t o  de f i ne  ourselves f o r  ourselves -- and 
t h e  i n t e r n a l  i r a t i o n  o f  cu l  t u ra l -expec ta t i ons  and norms. 

* 
S ize  10. (Susan Lambert and Sarah Gibson. 1978. 20 min. co lor .  $40 
rantal. I r i s  Films.) 

Al though t h e  young women depicted i n  t h i s  Aus t ra l ian  f i l m  are  already out  
o f  school, the issues i t  presents are re levant  t o  teenagers. Four young m e n  
conf ron t  and r e j e c t  the popular g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  pe r fec t  s ize-ten woman. 
The f l l m  shows how wanan s body image has been formed and deformed by 
adve r t i  s i  ng and sexism. It c r i t i q u e s  the -oppressive messages t h a t  disconnect 
us from our  bodies and each o ther  -- t e l l i n g  us t h a t  we are  too fa t ,  too 
ha i r y ,  t o o  t a l l  , etc. 

Our L i t t l e  Munchkin Here. (Lo i s  Tupper. 1975.' 12 min. co lo r .  $25 r e n t a l  . 
f r i s  kilms.) 

A shy and sel f-conscious teenage g i r l  i s  i n te res ted  i n  horses, and faces 
pressures i n  her fami ly  s e t t i n g  t o  conform t o  feminine ro les  and images. This  
mini-drama provides a r e a l i s t i c  look a t  the awkwardness and a l i e n a t i o n  o f  
adolescence f o r  a young m a n  growing up i n  a middle-class fami ly .  

What's Expected o f  Me? (Theresa Mack. 1979. 30 min. b/w. 3/4" video 
casset te.  r en ta l  . Women Make Movies.) 

Th is  vi:%ape focuses on one year i n  the i i f e  o f  a g l r l  named Renee, 
documenting the change from the  " k i d ' s  worldU o f  s i x t h  grade t o  the more 
grown-up l i f e  o f  a New York C i t y  j u n i o r  h igh  school. 

L i nda ' s  F i l m  on Menstruation. (Linda Fefeman. 1974. 18 min. co lo r .  
$15.55 r e n t a l  . Michigan Medi a.) 

This  f i l m  exposes-the myths and o l d  wives t a l e s  surrounding menstruat ion 
by showing the responses o f  a f i  fteen-year-old g i r l  and her s i  xteen-year-old 
male companion t o  the g i r l ' s  f i r s t  menstrual period. By the  end o f  t he  f i l m ,  



t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  have changed so t h a t  menstruat ion i s  j u s t  another t op i c  o f  
conversat ion. An animated segment explains t he  physiol  oy ica l  process o f  
menstruat i  on. 

-- E l i zabe th  E l  1 sworth 

[E l  i zabeth  E l l  sworth i s  an Ass is tan t  Professor  i n  the Department o f  Curr iculum 
and I n s t r u c t i o n  and member o f  t he  Women's Studfes Program a t  t he  UW-Madison. 
She teaches courses i n  c r i t i c a l  media ana lys is  and product ion f o r  teachers; 
media and soc ia l  change; and m e n  i n  f i l m .  She i s  c u r r e n t l y  w r i t i n g  two 
a r t i c l e s ;  "Toward a C r i t i c a l  Approach t o  Media Use and Analys is  i n  the 
Classroom" and "Feminist F i lm  Spectatorship and the Product ion o f  I l l i c i t  
Viewing Pleasures."] 

NOTES - 
1 

For example, t h i s  year the Nat ional  Wanen's Studfes Associat ion i n v i t e d  
h igh  school students t o  i t s  annual conference and o f fe red  them a special  
workshop. Students met w i t h  f a c i l i t a t o r s ,  planned a c t i v f t i e s  t o  attend, and 
discussed and debated issues presented a t  t he  conference. 

A bodk which i s  s i m i l a r l v  use fu l  i s  Anaela McRobbiels and Tr isha  
McCabe's Feminism f o r  G i r l s :  i n  Adventure s t o r y  (Routledge & Kegan Paul, 
1981). a co l  l e c t l o n  o r  essavs w r l t t e n  bv a i r l s  and teachers about school 

A experiences i n  Great ~ r i t a i n .  The b o o k - i k l u d e s  a r t i c l e s  about making 
changes; t he  sex i s t  content o f  curr iculums; t he  r e l a t i o n  o f  school ing t o  t he  
careers women enter;  t h e  experience o f  black g i r l s  i n  B r i t i s h  schools; romance 
and sexua l i t y ;  lesb ian  sexual l ty ;  l ea rn ing  t o  be a g i r l ;  and i nvo l v fng  g i r l s  
i n the  femini  s t  movement. 
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WOmEN AND THE POPULAR PRESS: INDIA ,-, 
I n  t h i s  b r i e f  survey, the growth and goals o f  the national women's 

movement i n  Ind ia  are summarized, and sources fo r  studying contemporary views 
o f  women i n  Ind ia ' s  popular press are examined. Turning to  the commercial 
media, one f inds the images and a t t i tudes tha t  shape publ ic  consciousness and 
controversy. For th r igh t l y  feminist  publ icat ions, such as Manushi and Sam a 
Shakti ( I ) ,  present extensively researched studies o f  feminist issues + 

These a r t i c l e s  are c r i t i c a l  mater ia ls f o r  m e n ' s  studies researchers, 
but have not found a s izable audience i n  Del h i  . 

The b i r t h  o f  the m e n ' s  movement i n  I nd i a  was in t imate ly  t i e d  up w i th  the 
freedom movement which culminated i n  Ind ia ' s  winning her independence from 
B r i t a i n  i n  1947. Some might argue tha t  progress toward feminist  goals was 
delayed as a c t i v i s t  energies were dissipated through pal r i ng  w i th  the la rger  
movement. However, one could equal ly we1 1 argue t ha t  the women's movement 
might not have begun as ear ly  as i t d id  i n  I nd i a  without the impetus it gained 
from the nationdl independence movement. M.K. Gandhi gal van1 zed the diverse 
elements o f  Indian society i n t o  a working p o l l  t i c a l  force instead o f  depending 
so le l y  on the powerful few who held hereditary power. 

I n i t i a l  steps f o r  the enancipation o f  m e n  i n  I nd i a  nere taken by the 
, male el  i t e  w i th  Western-style education tha t  sought t o  tap the organizat ional 

sk i1  1 s, enthusiasm, and pol i t i c a l  potent ia l  of educated upper-class m e n .  
Ear ly female a c t i v i s t s  rap id l y  moved t o  f i l l  and expand the ro les given them, 
responding both t o  contemporary humanist ideology (which ca l led  f o r  the f u l l  
development of each ind iv idua l ' s  potent ia l ) ,  and responding also t o  leaders' 
adept use of resonant t r a d i t i  onal symbol s and values. Gandhi ' s s t1  rri ng 
appeals f o r  pa r t i c ipa t ion  were couched i n  f am i l i a r  terminology acceptable t o  
the  Hindu major i ty .  

As women from weal thy fami 1 i es  joined the independence struggle, t h e i r  
pa r t i c i pa t i on  helped pave the way f o r  m e n  from other leve ls  o f  society t o  
j o i n  the struggles i n  greater numbers. These women became a potent force i n  
the nat ional  independence movement and wanen from Ind ia ' s  leading famil i es  
he1 ped shape subsequent national pol i c i  es. Wqen's organizations l i k e  the 
A1 1- India Women's Conference formul ated demands t o  ensure tha t  m e n ' s  r i gh t s  
would be protected under the new Ind i  an consti  t u t i  on, address1 ng topi'cs such 
as reserved vs. nonrinated seats i n  government f o r  m e n ,  and women's suffrage 
issues. The Indian const i tu t ion,  drawn up i n  1947, gave women and men equal 
r i gh ts ,  a t  l eas t  on paper. 

Indian society was not not iceably disrupted by the expansion o f  women's 
ro les.  This was p a r t l y  because the new freedom fo r  women came wi th  the 
excitement and tumult o f  the independence movement. I n  addit ion, women's 
campaigns f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  protect ions were aimed at B r i t i  sh-created laws, not 
Indian ones, and were launched i n  a general cl imate o f  legal reform. Further, 
on ly  a small percentage o f  the population was acutely af fected by these 

. changes. It was essent ia l ly  only women of  the wealthy classes -- the 
p r i v i l eged  few -- who joined women's groups, became educated, found 
employment , and worked to  he1 p other women. 

The context o f  the m e n ' s  movement i n  Ind ia  has d i f f e red  from that  i n  the 
West i n  s i gn i f i can t  ways. (2 )  I n  the period immediately preceding the 



Independence Movement, most women i n  I n d i a  had grown up i n  sexual ly  segregated 
households and were used t o  ga in ing  t h e i r  sense o f  worth and self- image from 
o the r  women ra the r  than men. I n  add i t ion ,  as modern soc ie ty  and t h e  purdah 
system met, a  need was created f o r  a c lass  o f  educated women profess ionals  who 
could ca ter  t o  t he  educat ional,  l ega l ,  and medical needs o f  o ther  women. The 
purdah system also l ed  women's movement leaders t o  focus on he1 p ing  poor women 
f i n d  a to1 erab le  ex is tence w i t h i n  t he  e x i s t i n g  patterns, ra the r  than on 
expanding the  spheres ava i l ab le  t o  women i n  general. ( 3 )  

Women a c t i v i s t s  i n  I n d i a  today are b a t t l i n g  t o  remove soc la l  and economic 
p o l i c i e s  t h a t  oppress women -- the  dowry system, wage i nequa l i t i es ,  sexual 
expl o i  t a t 1  on o f  women workers, ch i  1  d mar r l  ages -- and t o  p ro tec t  
underpr iv i leged women and ch i ld ren .  Very few women's groups are  c a l l i n g  men 
t h e  enemy o r  are seeking economic and soc la l  equa l i t y  w i t h  men. The magazines 
and newspapers r e a d i l y  ava i l ab le  i n  I n d i a ' s  c a p i t a l  o f  Del h l  r e f l e c t  a  wide 
spectrum o f  a t t i t u d e s  toward women and women's r o l e s  i n  soc iety .  During a 
six-month s tay  I n  I n d i a  i n  1983, I c l o s e l y  examined t h i r t y  o f  t h e  pe r i od i ca l s  
publ ished i n  H ind i  o r  Eng l i sh  which are ava i l ab le  on newsstands and through 
commercial lending l i b r a r i e s .  (4 )  I n  t he  course o f  my research on the  
po r t raya l  o f  female characters i n  H ind i  shor t  s to r ies ,  I read, annotated, and 
c l  ipped a r t i c l e s  about wanen from these i n f l u e n t i a l  per iod ica ls .  The 
d iscuss ion  below i s  based on my sub jec t i ve  assessments o f  t he  e d i t o r i a l  
stances toward women and women's issues i n  twel ve Engl i sh-1 anguage 
pe r i od i ca l s .  I have inc luded as much subscr ip t ion  in fo rmat ion  as I could 
ob ta in  i n  a l i s t  f o l l ow ing  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  ( 5 )  

Newspapers 

The Hindustan Times I s  a d a l l y  newspaper which repor ts  l o c a l ,  na t lona l ,  
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  news. It seeks t o  be "everyone's newspaper.'' While t he re  
does no t  seem to be any e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  encouraging coverage o f  
t o p i c s  important  t o  women, important a r t i c l e s  about m e n ' s  issues f requent ly  
appear, especial  1  y  i n  t he  Sunday ed i t i on .  Advertisements, however, tend t o  
e x p l o i t  images o f  women I n  fami l  i a r  ways, us ing  a female f igure,  f o r  example, 
t o  s e l l  a  c e i l l n g  fan o r  water heater. Many l o c a l  news items high1 i g h t  
women's achievements and problems, and repor ts  o f  v io lence against women are 
presented i n  a balanced way, seeking t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  to the  problems ra the r  
than t o  sensational i z e  o r  c a p i t a l  l z e  on them. 

\ 

The Statesman i s  another da i l y ,  w i t h  an emphasis on na t iona l  and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  news. Local news t y p i c a l l y  repor ts  t h e  deeds and misdeeds o f  
t h e  e l  i t e ,  and on f i n a n c i a l  matters. An i n f l u e n t i a l  newspaper w i t h  a 
conserva t ive  soc la l  conscience, The Statesman weights i t s  coverage o f  women's 
a c t i v i t i e s  toward the soc ia l  r a the r  than t h e  p o l i t i c a l  . 

Sensational accounts o f  crime, movie s t a r s  and pol i t l c i a n s  are  t h e  f a r e  i n  
t h e  weekly t a b l o i d  B l i t z ,  along w i t h  I ns ide  s t o r i e s  and commentary on na t iona l  
news events. ~l i t z m u d e s  a column e n t i t l e d  "Sex Quest ions and Answers," 
which- t reads t h e f i n e  l i n e  between t h e  e x p l o i t a t i v e  and the  in format ive.  
B l i t z  ignores issues o f  soc ia l  change and women's up1 i f t .  I t s  goss ip - f i l  l e d  - 
expose s t y l e  and fasc ina t i on  w i t h  j e t  s e t t e r s  who break socia l  r u les  make 
B l i t z  a va luable t oo l  f o r  determining what those ru les  are. - 



News Magazl nes 

I n d i a  Toda I s  a bi-weekly news magazlne i n  t he  t r a d i t i o n  o f  Time and 
News&rlng news a r t i c l e s  and commentary about I nd ian  p o l m s ,  
economy, government, the a r t s ,  entertainment, e tc .  Wr i t t en  f o r  a we1 l- 
educated audience, I n d l a  Toda o f t e n  c a r r i e s  a r t i c l e s  c r i t i c a l  o f  t he  
government, and i s  + v ewe as t h e  most responsib le mass market organ o f  t h i s  
type. Women's lssues, however, a re  r a r e l y  presented unless they are p a r t  o f  a 
n a t l o n a l  o r  I n te rna t l ona l  story.  

I l l u s t r a t e d  Week1 y o f  I n d l a  I s  a very we1 1-establ I shed, fami ly-or lented 
magazine which t r l e s  t o  appeal t o  readers o f  a1 1 ages. Femlnlst  lssues 
occaslonal 1 y appear as p a r t  o f  a r t 1  c l  es about female socl  a1 , re1 I glous o r  
po l  i t l c a l  leaders, b u t  never as a t o p l c  t h a t  stands a1 one. The maln message 
t o  women I s  t o  be strong, knowledgeable, happy, race fu l  and accmpl ished,  and r t o  s tay  home and r a l s e  a s t rong famlly.  The pub l c a t l o n  features f l c t l o n ;  
news ( p r lmar l y  na t lona l  ) ; po u l  a r  sclence; reqlonal  and na t lona l  h l  s tory;  
Interviews, c m e n t a r y  and "pehlnd the  scenes reporting on cu r ren t  events; 
jokes and comics. The jokes a r e  o f t e n  c rude ly  sex is t ,  poklng fun a t  dumb 
br ides,  mothers-In-law, obese women, etc.  Advertisements are  geared t o  t he  
magazine's f am l l y  audlence, us lng Images l l k e  a happy faml ly  -- sturdy 
children, a smll i n g  homemaker and her employed husband -- t o  s e l l  consumer 
goods. 

' Popul a r  Women's Magazl nes 

Femlna, a we1 1-establ lshed, middle-of-the-road wanen's magazlne, seeks t o  
a p p e m y o u n g ,  weal thy, educated, mar r led  m e n .  Each Issue Includes 
a r t l c l e s  on home decorat ion, ch l ld rear ing ,  cosmetics and fashlon, female 
spo r t s  s t a r s  and p o l l t l c l a n s ,  t r a v e l  and health. The magazlne seeks t o  
educate I t s  audlence on these toplcs,  b u t  not  t o  expand t h e l r  horlzons beyond 
home, f a m l l y  and husband. Femlna pr ldes  l t s e l  f on t h e  h igh  qua1 i t y  o f  popular 
f l c t l o n  It publlshes, f r e q u e n t l y p r l n t l n g  s t o r i e s  whlch explore lssues 
p e r t i n e n t  t o  cu r ren t  I nd ian  femlnlsm -- f o r  example, how a m a n ' s  fami ly  
reac ts  when .she takes a paylng job. F m l n a  I s  wldely  ava i l ab le  I n  urban 
Ind la .  (6 )  

Chic I s  a new magazlne, published monthly i n  bo th  Hind1 and Eng l ish  
e d l  tm. The audlence f o r  t h l  s. magazlne I s  fashion-conscl ous female 
u n l v e r s l t y  students, and the  bu lk  o f  t h e  magazlne i s  devoted t o  c l  o th lng  and 
cosmetlc advertlsements, and c o l o r  fashlon photographs. Other features 
Inc lude  quest lon and answer columns on health, beauty, and e t i que t te ,  movie 
reviews, and kn l  t t l n g  and crochet patterns. Soclal  concerns are  consplcuousl y 
absent from t h l s  magazlne. A t  t he  t ime o f  t h l s  study, Chic was no t  easy t o  

- 

f l n d ,  even I n  De lh l .  

An expensive, g lossy monthly, Soclety repor ts  on cosmopol I t a n  1 l v i n g ,  and 
advises readers on achlevlng luxur lous  surroundings. A r t l c l  es about fashlon 
and home decora t l  ng s t ress  desl  gner names and concepts, and In te rna t i ona l  
t rends. Soclety  repor ts  on hea l th  t o p l c s  and promlnent f l gu res  I n  t h e  news, 
and a1 so ca r r f es  some f l c t l o n .  The magazlne ca ters  t o  people i n te rqs ted  I n  
t h e i r  surroundings, and vlews women readers as i n t e l l i g e n t ,  d iscern ing  
consumers o f  decor Items. 



Sexual Magazines 

Photographs o f  women's faces and bodies crowd the pages o f  Debonair, 
another expensive and glossy monthly. Many o f  t he  models appear to be 
European o r  Or ien ta l  r a the r  than Indian.  Debonair subscribes t o  a phi 1 osophy 
va lu ing  physica l  g r a t i  f i c a t i o n  above a1 1 e l s e ,  occasionally r e p r i n t s  
P l a  bo a r t i c l e s .  Exce l len t  in terv iews and f i c t i o n  appear i n  Debonair, as i z P  as a r t i c l e s  about t h e  a r t s  and f i n e  1 i v i ng .  Advertisements a re  aimed a t  
t h e  adu l t  readership, using over t1 y sexual references t o  s e l l  cosmetics, 
c l o th ing ,  c i g a r e t t e s  and alcohol.  Debonair i s  f a i r l y  widely d i s t r i b u t e d ,  but, 
un l  i ke I t s  U.S. counterparts,  i t i s ~ d i s p l  ayed open1 y a t  newsstands. 

Beaut i  f u l  i s  a monthly w i t h  an emphasis on female physical  beauty and 
form, r a t h e r  than ove r t  sexua l i t y ,  bu t  t h e  beauty i s  always presented from a 
male p o i n t  o f  view. The magazine seems t o  be produced by men f o r  an audience 
o f  t h e i r  imagined feminine idea ls .  Few a r t i c l e s  o r  s t o r i e s  appear, and when 
they  do, they are  genera l l y  i n  t he  form o f  sho r t  three- o r  four-paragraph 
pieces do t ted  among photographs. Beaut i fu l  i s  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  i n  
Del h i .  

Popular Women's Magazines w i t h  a Feminis t  S lan t  

Eve's Weekly i s  a popular pub l i ca t i on  f o r  young women which has moved away 
from i t s  o r i g i n a l  emphasis on t o p i c s  p r i m a r i l y  about homemaking, t o  those 
which c h a l l  enge readers t o  expand t h e i r  expectat ions and move i n t o  new areas. 
A r t i c l e s  deal w i t h  t o p i c s  such as how t o  success fu l l y  change people's 
a t t i t u d e s ;  how t o  s t a r t  a ch i l dca re  f a c i l i t y ;  how t o  j ugg le  career and 
homemaking comnitments; and which movies show m e n  i n  a p o s i t i v e  l i g h t .  
Eve's Weekly i s  a we1 1 -known, easy-to-locate magazine. 

Women's Era i s  a newer bi-weekly w i t h  a sel f -consciously f em in i s t  
phi losophy t h a t  i s  c a r r i e d  through t h e  in te rv iews and a r t i c l e s  I n t o  the 
f i c t i o n  o f f e r i n g s  as we1 1 . Woman' s Era' s feminism assumes t h a t  necessary 
l ega l  changes have l a r g e l y  been achieved, and t h a t  "residual ' '  i n e q u a l i t i e s  can 
be overcome by changing women' s own psychqlogy. Descr ib ing the magazine i n  a 
subsc r i p t i on  advert1 sement, Women's Era e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f  wr i tes,  

Though Ind ian  m e n  are, by law, a t -pa r  w i t h  men, Inner  
hes i t a t i ons ,  i n h i b l  t i o n s  and camp1 exes ih t h e  minds o f  women 
a r e  st11 1 rampant and must be removed. It i s  t h e  aim o f  
Women's Era t o  i n s p i r e  t he  women o f  t h i s  country t o  achieve 
g rea t  heights i n  a l l  spheres o f  l i f e .  

Widow remarriage, working women, women who do no t  want t o  marry, women who 
want h igher  education, and successful working women are among t h e  subjects  
covered. The magazine i s  widely  read by female u n i v e r s i t y  students and young 
work1 ng women. 

The educated Ind ian  woman, l i k e  her s i s t e r s  i n  t he  U.S., i s  confronted 
w i t h  a wide ar ray  o f  reading mat te r  t h a t  provides many perspect ives on her 
l i f e  and oppor tun i t ies .  The c m e r c i a l  press i n  Ind ia,  as everywhere, c a r r i e s  
tremendous power t o  record o r  t o  shape pub l i c  opinion; a t  the same time, it 
can be responsive t o  changes i n  pub l i c  a t t i tudes .  The varied, sometimes 
c o n f l  i c t i n g  images and messages promulgated by the mass media re f1  e c t  cur ren ts  



o f  change i n  urban Indian women's l i ves ,  and serve as r i c h  primary sources f o r  
students of contemporary Indian society. 

-- Jud i th  A. Benade 

[ Jud i th  Benade i s  the Outreach Coordinator f o r  the South Asian Area Center a t  
the UW-Madison, and has a Ph.0. i n  Language and L i t e r a t u r e  o f  South Asia. Her 
research i n t e r e s t s  i n  the women' s movement i n  South Asia include the changing 

ayal o f  female characters i n  
0 

1 

ro les  f o r  women i n  North I n d l a  and Pakistan, p o r t r  
H ind i  short  s tor ies,  and opportunl t l e s  aval l a b l e  f 
Asia. She i s  an ac t ive  member o f  the Comnlttee on 
I n  Madison, and the Corn i t tee  on Teaching About As 
of  Asian Scholars.] 

r m e n  wr l te rs  I n  South 
South Asian Women (COSAW) 
a (CTA) o f  the  Association 

NOTES - 
Manushl : A Journal about Women I n  Socl e ty  I s  

bl-monthly pub1 l c a t i o n  which began i n  1979. Ed i te  
Manushi ~ o l  l e c t l  ve) , it appears-a1 te rna te l y  i n  Eng 
S u b s c r l ~ t l o n s  are $18 from: C11202 Lajoat Nasar 1. 

an Independently produced . 

"by a group of women" ( the  
l s h  and Hindi.  
New Delhl. 110 024. India. 

The f i r s t  issue o f  Samya Shaktl; A ~ o i r n a l  07 women's studies appeared i n  J u l y  
1983; It i s  expectea t o  be pub1 lshed annually. Subscriptions are $10 from: 
D l  rec tor ,  Centre fo r  Women's Development Studles, 8-43, Panchsheel Enclave, 
New Del h i .  100 017. Indla. See also "On the Absence (so f a r )  o f  Femlnlst Book 

' pub1 l s h i n g  I n  ~ n d l i , "  by ~ r v a s h l  Butal la, I n  259: An In t roduc t lon  t o  a world 
of  Women's Books compiled by the Femlnlst Book F a i r  Group, 1984 (ava i l ab le  
from: National women's Studles Assoclatlon. Unlversl  t v  of Marvl and. Col leae 
Park, MD 20742). Thls booklet was I n  con junk ion  w l i h  the ~ l r s t -  
I n te rna t lona l  Femlnlst Book Fair. (A repor t  on the f a l r  follows; see "Women 
I n  P r i n t U  below.) 

' For background on the women's movement I n  India, see: Pratlma Asthana, 
Women's Movement I n  Ind la  (Del h l  : Vikas Publ fca t lons  House, 1974); Ind ia  
IRepubl i c )  . Comnittee on the Status o f  Women I n  Indla,  Towards Equal l t y :  
Report o f  the Committee on the Status o f  Wanen I n  I n d l a  (New Delhi:  Govt. o f  
I n d i a ,  Mtn is t r y  of tducat ion and Social Wel-Pare, Dept. o f  Social We1 fare, 
1975); Jana Matson Everett ,  Women and Social Cbnge I n  I n d l a  (Herltage 
Publ lshers, 1979); Manmohan Raur, Role o f  Women i n  the  reedo om Movement: 1857- 
1947 (Del h l  : Ste r l  l ng  Publ I shers, 1968) ; G i  r i  j a  Kbanna and Marl amma A. 
F h e s e ,  Indlan Women Today (New Delhl:  Vlkas Publ lcat lons House; London: 
Croom Helm; d l s t r .  Totawa, NJ: Blb l  l o  D l s t r l b u t l o n  Centre, 1978); Gal l  Omvedt, 
We Wf 11 Smash This Prlson! Indlan Women I n  Struggle (London: Zed Press; d l s t r .  
Totawa, NJ: Bib1 i o  D i s t r i b u t i o n  Centre, 1980); and Carol Sakala, Women i n  
South Asia: A Guide t o  Resources (Mlllwood, NY; Kraus ~ n t e r n a t i o n n ) .  

3 
Everet t ,  p.41. 

The readership of  Engl i sh-language magazines and newspapers tends t o  be 
we1 1 educated, western-oriented, f a i r l y  wealthy ind iv idua ls  and famil  ies.  
Hlndi-language magazines abound I n  Delh l ;  these magazines t y p l c a l l y  focus on 
t h e  home and chi l d - rea r i  ng, provid ing needle-work and k n i t t i n g  patterns and 
conservat ive f i c t i o n  upholding t r a d i  t l o n a l  faml l y  ro les  and Ideal s . 

Current issues o f  the f i r s t  f i v e  per iod ica ls  dlscussed i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  
( i n  "Newspapers" and "Newsrnagazlnes") are ava i lab le  a t  the Univers i ty  o f  



Wisconsin-Madison Memorial L ib rary ,  and a t  o ther  major university l l b r a r l e s  i n  
t h e  U.S. Back issues are ava l l ab le  i n  rn ic ro f l lm o r  paper format. 

Femina and Eve's Weekly (discussed l a t e r  i n  t h i s  article), along w l t h  a 
H ind i  1 l t e r a r y  magazlne e n t i t l e d  Sar l ta ,  were the  focus o f  a b i t l n g  c r i t i c a l  
ana lys ls  o f  "women's magazines" i n  I n d i a  w r i t t e n  by t h e  Manushi Co l lec t i ve .  
See "The Medla Game -- Modernizing Oppression; Report o n m g  Business of 
'Women's Magazines,"' Manushl no.5 (May/June 1980), pp.37-46. 

ADORESSES .- . - 

Beau t i f u l  . Monthly. Rs 5. Annual subscr ip t ion  r a t e  t o  t he  USA; Rs 288 (m; Rs 108 (seamail ) . Ross Deas, Ross Murarka I Pvt. Ltd., 34 M i t t a l  
Chambers, Narlman Pt. Bombay, 400 021 India.  

B l  l t z .  Weekly. Annual subscr ip t ion  r a t e  t o  t he  USA: Rs 80 (seamail). Bl i t z  
m c a t i o n s  Ltd., Pate1 House, 17 - 17 H Cowasji Pate1 St., Bombay, Ind la.  

Chic. Monthly. Rs 3. No information. - 
Debonair. Monthly. Rs. 5. Annual subsc r i p t i on  r a t e  to t he  USA: $35 
'(0; $20 (seamail); payment by demand d r a f t .  A n i l  Dharker, ed., 41-A 
D r .  E. Moses Rd., Worll , Bombay, 400 018 Ind ia .  

Eve's Week1 . Weekly. Rs 3. Mrs. Gulshan Ewlng, Perq j  Bu l ld lng ,  Bombay, 
A &a. 

Femlna. Bi-weekly. Rs 3. Mr .  Vlmal Pate l ,  Dr. D.N. Rd., Bombay, 400 001 rn 
Hlndustan Times. Da l l y .  18-20, Kasturba Gandhi Marg., New Dal h i ,  110 001 
f ndia. 

I l l u s t r a t e d  Weekly o f  I nd la .  Weekly. Rs 3. K. C. Khanna, ed., Dr .  Oadabhoy 
N a r 0 ~ 1  Rd., Bombay, 400 ON Indla. 

I n d i a  Toda 81-week1 Rs 5. Annual subscr l  t i o n  
30 East 4?kd St.,  New York, NY 10017. 

\ 

r a t e  t o  the USA: $39. 

Society.  Monthly. Rs. 5. . No ln format lon.  

The Statesman. Da l l y .  Statesman House, Connaught C 
Ind la .  

i rcus, New Del h i ,  110 002 

Woman's Era. Bi-weekly. Rs 3. Annual subscr ip t ion  r a t e  t o  the USA; Rs 325 
( a i  rmai 1 ) ; Rs 170 (seamai 1 ) ; payment by crossed bankdraft ,  payable t o  "Del h i  
Press." Vlshwa Nath, ed., De lh l  Press, Bldg. E-3, Jhandewala Estate, Rani 
Jhansi Rd., New Del h i ,  110 055 India.  

[Procurement Agency: D.K. Agencies, H-12 Bal I Nagar, New Del h i ,  110 015 Ind ia ]  



IN PRINT 
FIRST INTERNATIONAL FEMINIST BOOK FAIR, LONDON, JUNE 7-9, 1984 

The Women i n  P r i n t  Movement took a b i g  step towards es tab l i sh ing  i t s e l f  as 
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  presence t h i s  sumner i n  London. B r i t i s h  women publ i shers, 
1 i b r a r i a n s ,  booksel lers  and p r i n t e r s  c o l l  aborated over t he  course o f  a year  
and a h a l f  t o  c rea te  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  gathering, w i t h  two goals i n  mind: 

The f i r s t  was t o  put feminism, f em in i s t  w r i t e r s ,  books and 
publ i shers square1 y and fi rml y i n  the mainstream market 
place, onto t h e  educational cur r i cu lum and on l i b r a r y  
shelves. The o ther  aim was t o  move t h e  s p o t l i g h t  o f  
a t t e n t i o n  from Europe and North America, t o  search out and 
draw i n  femin is ts  from around the  world, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t he  
developing countr ies.  (Conference catalog, p.5) 

U l t ima te l y ,  what was planned as a three-day gather ing i n  London s p i l  l e d  
over i n t o  near ly  two weeks of events and gatherings throughout B r i t a i n  and 
I re land .  The In te rna t l ona l  Feminis t  Book Fai r ,  he ld  a t  J u b i l e e  Ha l l ,  Covent 
Garden from June 7-9, was fol lowed by an I n t e r n a t l o n a l  Feminis t  Book Week June 
11-17, w i t h  e x h i b i t s  i n  London by more than one hundred pub l i shers  from 
twenty-two countr ies.  Many B r i t i s h  booksel lers  pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  a nat ionwide 
promotion o f  femini  s t  books, and some publ i shers eanarked fem in i s t  t i t l e s  f o r  

, p u b l i c a t i o n  on June 7, t h e  o f f i c i a l  opening day o f  t h e  Fa i r .  

According t o  Carol Seajay, pub l i sher  o f  The Feminist  Bookstore News, 4500 
people -- most ly  women -- attended the  f a i r ,  purchasing roughly wor th  
o f  f em in i s t  books i n  two and a ha1 f days. She w r i t e s  i n  the Sep%$!'1984 
issue of FBN: - 

The bookfai  r was overwhelmingly successful . Almost too  
successful .  Far more women, and many more i n te rna t i ona l  
publ i shers attended than were i n  t he  organizers'  w i l d e s t  
dreams. (p.13) 

Women w r i t e r s  came from a1 1 over, among them, Adrienne Rich, Audre Lorde, 
Susan G r i f f i n ,  Mary Daly, Barbara Smith and Toqi Cade Bambara (U.S.); Zoe 
Fa i  r b a i  rns, Fay Weldon, and Pat Barker ( B r i t a i n )  ; S u n i t i  Namjoshi ( I nd ia )  ; 
Maureen Watson (Abor ig ina l  e t  from Austra l  l a )  ; El 1 en Kuzwayo (South Afr ica)  ; 
Fatima Zarah Sal ah (Moroccor  Buchi Emecheta (N iger ia )  ; Joan Bar foo t  (Canada) ; 
and Petra Kel 1 y (West Germany) . They gave read1 ngs, he1 d autograph1 ng 
sessions, and came together  t o  discuss a wide range o f  top ics.  F i f t y - two  
events were held i n  London a1 one. 

Dale Spender l ed  a d iscussion o f  how m e n ' s  books are reviewed by t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  press. The In te rna t i ona l  Lesbian Wri t e r s '  Celebrat ion featured 
speakers from the  U.S., Ind ia ,  Norway, I t a l y  and Canada. A t  t he  Black and 
T h i r d  World Women Wri ters '  Evening, m e n  from seven countr ies discussed t h e i r  
v i s i ons ,  hopes and concerns. And w r i t e r s  from the  U.S., West Germany, 
A u s t r a l i a  and E i r e  gave readings a t  a c l os ing  forum t o  i l l u s t r a t e  " D i f f e r e n t  
Concepts o f  Women's L i b e r a t i o n  -- In te rna t i ona l  l y  ." 

I n  add i t ion ,  t he re  were the  k ind  of p rac t i ca l  working sessions t h a t  have 
been a t  t he  hear t  of m e n - i n - p r i n t  gatherings i n  the U.S. Representatives o f  
I n d i a ' s  K a l i  Press and the Zimbabwe Pub l ish ing  House ta lked  about t h e i r  



pub l i sh ing  ventures. A member o f  the Sheba Feminist  Publ ishers C o l l e c t i v e  
(London) o f f e r e d  a workshop on book j acke t  design. Booksel lers shared ideas 
about book se lec t i on  and sales. 

Happi ly,  a ca ta log  was prepared t o  document t h i s  gathering. E n t i t l e d  -9 259 
t h e  book inc ludes a r t i c l e s  on m e n ' s  pub l i sh ing  i n  Zimbabwe, India, t h e  
Nordic countr ies,  and the U.S.; a l l s t  o f  a l l  the e x h i b i t o r s  present a t  t he  
Fa i r ,  w i t h  t h e i r  addresses and d i s t r i b u t i o n  information; and an annotated 
l i s t i n g  o f  259 t i t l e s  recanmended f o r  a l l  r e t a i l  o u t l e t s  and l i b r a r i e s .  The 
ca ta log  i s  a v a i l  able f o r  $5 .OO from the  Nat ional  Women' s Studies Association, 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Maryland, College Park, MD 20742 (U.S. d i s t r i b u t o r ) .  

Response t o  t h e  F a i r  was not  wi thout  c r i t i c i s m ,  bu t  i t appears, as Carol 
Seajay po in t s  out, t h a t  "Many o f  t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  t h e  f a i r  had t o  do w i t h  i t s  
overwhelming success.. ." (FBN - September 1984, p.13). Popular events were so ld  
ou t  we l l  before many m e n  a r r i v e d  i n  t he  country, th rea ten ing  t o  undercut t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and r a c i a l  d i v e r s i t y  t h a t  was t h e  Book F a i r  Group's v is ion .  
Reports on the F a i r ,  i nc lud ing  summaries o f  discussions and analyses o f  
p o l i t i c a l  debates, can be found i n :  The Feminist  Bookstore News v.7, no.3 
(September 1984), pp.13-15; o f f  our backs v.14, no.8 (August/Septmber 1984). 
pp.1-4; and Spare R ib  no.145 (August l984) ,  pp.22-23, 26, 48. 

THIRD NATIONAL U.S. WOMEN I N  PRINT CONFERENCE 

The London Book F a i r  Group welcomed F a i r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  h a t  they hoped 
was "only  the f i r s t  I n te rna t i ona l  Feminis t  Book Fair." Meanwhile, back i n  t he  
U .S., p lans a r x e r w a y  f o r  a t h i r d  na t iona l  women-in-print conference t o  be 
h e l d  May 29-June 1, 1985 I n  San Francisco, i ipnediately f o l l ow ing  the American 
Booksel 1 e rs '  Associat ion (ABA) conference there. 

Planners i n v i t e  a l l  f em in i s t  m e n  working i n  the book trades t o  at tend 
t h e  conference: e d i t o r s ,  pub1 ishers,  p r i  n ters,  1 l b r a r i a n s  and a rch i v i s t s ,  
booksel 1 ers, reviewers, and agents; women working i n  market ing and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n ;  se l f -publ ishers.  To add your name t o  t he  ma i l i ng  l i s t ,  send 
$5.00 to :  Women I n  P r i n t .  P.O. Box 3184. Oakland. CA 94609. Make checks 
payable t o  Workshops ~ o o ~ e r a t i v e .  ( ~ n f o r m a t i o n  From The Feminist  Bookstore 
News September 1984) - 

NEW REFERENCE WORKS IN 
UlOfflEN'S STUDIES 
Susan F. Bai ley, Women and the B r i t 1  sh Empi re: An Annotated Guide t o  Sources. 
New York: Garland. 1983. 185p. index. $42.00, ISBN 0-8240-9162-0. LC 82- 

Bib1 iographic  Guide t o  Studies on the Status o f  Women: Development and 
Popu la t i on  Trends. Epping, tssex: Bowker; New York: UNIPUB, 1983. s 2 p .  
index . $33.00, I'SBN 0-85935-067-3. 

Mari  Jo Buhle, Women and the  American L e f t :  A Guide t o  Sources. Boston: G. K. 
Hal 1 , 1983. 281p. index. $36 S O ,  ISBN 0-8161-8195-0. LC 83-6158. 



Francis A. DeCaro, Women and Folk lore:  A BIbl lographic Survey. Westport, CT: 
Greenwood, 1983. l7Op. index. $27 S O ,  ISBN 0-313-23621-9. LC 83-12837. 

The Europa Biographical Dict ionary o f  B r i t 1  sh Women: Over 1000 Notable Women 
from B r i t a i n ' s  Past. Ed. by Anne Crawford, e t  a1 . London: Europa 
Pub1 icat lons;  d l s t r .  Gale Research, 1983. 436p. $55.00, ISBN 0-8103-1789-3. 

Jane Frasler, Women Composers: A D l  scography. Det ro l t :  I n f o n a t l o n  
Coordinators, 2983. 300p. index. ISBN 0-89990-018-6. LC 83-22563. 

Kathleen M. Helm and Katharlne Phenlx, On Account o f  Sex: An Annotated 
B i  b l  lography on Women I n  L lbrar lanship,  1 9 7 7 1 9 8 1 . 1  - brary 
Association, 1984. 188p. index. pap., $25.00, ISBN 0-6389-3287-8. LC 83- 
15461. 

Language, Gender, and Society. Ed. by Barr le  Thorne, Cherls Kramarae, and 
aancy Hen1 ey . Rowley, MA: Newbury House, 1983. 342p. b l  b l  . lndex. pap., 
$15.95, ISBN 0-88377-268-X . LC 82-22537. 

Mary-Ellen Slegel , Her Way: A Gulde t o  Blographles o f  Women f o r  Young People. 
Rev. ed. Chlcaao: American L ' ibrarv Association. 1984. 4150. lndex. $35.00. 

J 

A Working Woman's Gulde the Her Job Rights. Washlngton: Women's Bureau, U.S. 
D e p a r t m e n t c o n s t 1  t u t l o n  Ave., NW, Washington, 
DC 20210) 56p. Free. 

Glenel l  S. Young and Janet Slms-Wood, The Psychology and Mental Health o f  
Afro-American Women: A Selected Blb l lograph . Temple Hi1 ls ,  - Afro 
Resources, 1984. 102p. Index. pap., $6.95, ISBN 0-915549-Ok. LC 83- 
5 1604. 

Recent months have seen a spurt o f  exceptional reference sources, 
espec ia l ly  bib1 iographles. Their  toplcs are d i f fuse,  a t tes t ing  t o  the v ibrant  
d l v e r s l t y  o f  femlnlst  scholarship. 

Unesco i s  the sponsor o f  an Important new volume, Bib l iographic Guide t o  
Studles on the Status o f  Wmen: Development and Population Trends. Spurred by 
b u t e ~ n t e r n a f o n a l  up-to- 
date, annotated reading l i s t s  on: Afr ica;  the Arab reglon; Asia; Eastern 
Euro~e :  La t in  Amerlca: and the Unlted Klnadan. the United States. and Western 
Europe: The nearly s i x  hundred ent r les  f k u s e o n  labor force p a ~ t l c i p a t l o n  by 
women, women' s ro le  I n  econanlc devel opment, educatlon, family and home 1 I fe, 
and demographic features. A t h i  rty-nlne-page Introduct ion surveys the 
l l t e r a t u r e  and b r l e f l y  compares leadlng theorles about women's status. 
Country, subject, and author Indexes are provided. 

Engl lsh-1 anguage pub1 l ca t lons  are emphasl zed, a1 though sources I n  other 
1 anguages are a1 so frequent1 y cl ted; c r i t e r i a  f o r  select ion are not spel l ed  
out. A l l  annotations are i n  English, and when foreign mater ia ls are c i ted,  an 
Engl ish t rans la t ion  o f  the t i t l e  i s  given. (The chapter on Eastern Europe, 
unfortunate1 y, gives on1 the Engl I sh versions o f  t i t l e s ,  which w i l l  handicap 
researchers who wish tl: o re t r ieve  the o r ig ina l  documents.) The bib1 iographies 



l a r g e l y  r e f l e c t  ma te r i a l s  issued since 1975. This  i s  a welcome new source f o r  
cross-societa l  studies, as wel l  as a handy guide f o r  research on s p e c i f i c  
regions. 

Susan F. B a i l e y ' s  Women and the B r i t i s h  Empire: An Annotated Guide t o  
Sources a1 so covers several countr ies,  i n c l  uding Ind ia ,  Austral  i a ,  New w, and Canada. as wel l  as the Americas. Asia. and A f r i ca .  This  work 
draws a t t e n t i o n  t o  primary sources and scho la r ly  w r i t i n g s  from the seventeenth 
century  t o  t he  mid- twent ie th century, concerning s e t t l e r s ,  miss ionar ies,  wives 
o f  c o l o n i a l  admin is t rators,  and na t i ve  women. Not unexpectedly, t he  chapter 
on n a t i v e  women i s  t h e  shor tes t  and cons is ts  almost e n t i r e l y  o f  secondary 
works, b u t  t he  author i s  t o  be commended f o r  i nc lud ing  it. Each chapter opens 
w i t h  an extensive review o f  t he  l i t e r a t u r e .  

O f  i n t e r e s t  t o  h i s to r i ans ,  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  and present-day a c t i v i s t s  
i s  Mari Jo Buhle's b ib l iography,  Women and t h e  American L e f t .  This exemplary 
guide has fou r  major sections, t r e a t i n g  t h e  years 1871-1900, 1901-1919, 
1920-1964, and 1965-1981. The chronologica l  d i v i s i o n s  are  f u r t h e r  broken down 
by type  o f  sources: h i  s t o r i e s  and general works; autobiographies and 
biographies; books and pamphlets on the  woman question; pe r i od i ca l  s; and 
f i c t i o n  and poetry.  He lp fu l  notes head each sect ion, and the eva lua t ive  
annotat ions are  good reading. The i n c l  us ion  o f  b iographica l  and 11 t e r a r y  
works adds a dimension r a r e l y  found I n  scho la r ly  b i b l  iographies. Researchers 
w i t h i n  t he  UW System are wel l -served by Buhle' s dec is ion  t o  c i t e  ree l  numbers 
f o r  i tems reproduced i n  t h e  Hi s t o r y  o f  Women c o l l  ection. The mammoth 
m i c r o f i l m  se t  was coopera t ive ly  purchased some years ago through the O f f i c e  o f  
t h e  Women's Studies Librar ian-at-Large. The se t  i s  s tored i n  Memorial L i b r a r y  
on t h e  Madison campus, and ree l s  a re  e a s i l y  ava i l ab le  on i n t e r 1  l b r a r y  loan t o  
o t h e r  campuses. 

I n  Women and Folk lore:  A Bib1 lograph ic  Survey, author  Francis  A. DeCaro 
notes t h a t  " f o l k l o r e  1s a fundamental source o f  stereotypes. of images of - .  - 
women, p o s i t i v e  and negat ive" and t h a t  'women, who have o f ten  been denied f u l l  
access t o  many o f  the expressive media, have a1 ways created t h e i r  own 
f o l k l o r e "  (p. x i i ) .  H is  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y .  survey o f  the f i e l d  w i l l  be useful  
t o  students of anthropology, 11 te ra tu re ,  psycho1 ogy, h i  s tory,  and popular 
cu l t u re .  The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  the book, a forty-f ive-page "Essay Guide," i s  
keyed t o  the unamotated, a1 phabet ic b i b l  iography o f  1,664 items t h a t  f o l l  ows. 
A1 though t h i s  i s  no t  a happy arrangement f o r  quYck reference, the comparative 
perspec t ive  t h a t  surfaces i n  the t e x t  i s  invaluable. The essay t r e a t s  such 
t o p i c s  as female f o l k  heroes, women's speech, r i t u a l s ;  cour tsh ip  and marr iage 
customs, w i t chc ra f t ,  and sexual f o l k l o re .  

A major  new b i  b l i  ography on women and language i s  embedded i n  an anthology 
e d i t e d  by B a r r l e  Thorne, Cheris Kramarae, and Nancy Henley -- a l l  leading 
f e m i n i s t  1 i ngu i s t s .  "Sex Siml l  a r i t i e s  and D i f fe rences  i n  Language, Speech, 
and Nonverbal Comnunlcation: An Annotated B l b l  ioyraphyl' f i l l  s more than ha1 f 
t h e  pages o f  Language, Gender, and Society.  En t r i es  are c l a s s i f i e d  by top ic ,  
cover ing such concerns as stereotypes and percept ions o f  language use, 
conversat ional  i n te rac t i on .  and gender marki ns i n  lansuage s t ruc tu re  and - - 
content.  This  b i b l i o g r a p h ~  updates the  one p;bl ished i n  Language and Sex: 
D i  f fe rence and Dominance, ed i t ed  by Thorne and Hen1 ey (Newbury House 
Pub1 1 shers, 1975). 

On Account o f  Sex, c a p i l  ed by Kathleen M. Heim and Kathar ine Phenix, a1 so 
supplements an e a r l i e r  work. The Role o f  Women i n  L ib rar iansh ip ,  1876-1976, 



ed i ted  by Kathleen Weibel, Kathleen Heim, and Dianne J. E l l swor th  (Oryx Press, 
1979), contained a 145-page annotated b ib l iography  arranged by date w i t h  
sub jec t ,  author, and t i t l e  indexes. The new volume extends coverage through 
1981, us ing  the same organ iza t ion  and numbering scheme. The in t roduc t ion ,  
which summarizes the progress o f  the women's movement w i t h i n  l i b r a r y  
p ro fess iona l  organizat ions and the  f i e l d  a t  large,  deserves special  p ra ise  f o r  
documenting a h i s t o r y  many o f  us helped make. With over n ine  hundred en t r i es ,  
t h i s  i s  t h e  most comprehensive guide t o  recent pub l i ca t i ons  on the  s ta tus  o f  
women 1 i brar ians.  (Post-1981 references are  high1 i gh ted  i n  Phenix 's regu la r  
column i n  t he  WLW Journal .) 

Women Composers: A Discography i s  an easy-to-use guide t o  recordings o f  
c l a s s i c a l  music, b road ly  defined. Over 330 composers are covered. and a t o t a l  
o f  some 1,030 discs. I n  the main a1 phabet ic 1 i s t ,  each woman's composit ions 
and record ings are  noted. There are  indexes by record company, t i t l e ,  and 
genre. The genres covered are chamber music, choral  music, e l e c t r o n i c  music, 
mu1 t imed ia  works, o rches t ra l  o r  band pieces, so lo  music, stage works, and 
vocal music. There are no apparent l i m i t a t i o n s  by n a t i o n a l i t y  o r  date, 
a l though t h e  compi ler  confesses t h a t  her  research on fore ign composers was no t  
exhaust ive. 

We welcome a new b ib l iography  on b lack m e n  -- The Psychology and Mental 
Hea l th  of Afro-American Women, by G lene l l  S. Young and Janet Sims-Wood. 

Sims-Wood i s  t he  author o f  the i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  bib1 iography, The P ro  ress  
, !f if ro-American Women: A Sel ected Bib1 iography and Resource G u i d d  

P ress  p , ogy, 
i n c l  ud iny  education, career  devel opment, family re1 at ionships,  heal th,  and 
counsel ing needs. Not su rp r i s i ng l y ,  most o f  t he  c i t a t i o n s  date from the  
sevent ies and e igh t ies .  The organ iza t ion  o f  t he  e n t r i e s  by format i s  not  , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  he lp fu l ,  and the  l a c k  o f  annotat ions i s  d i s t ress ing .  A quick 
1 ook a t  t he  sub jec t  index reveals  few e n t r i e s  on black feminism and none on 
b lack  lesbians, two t o p i c s  t h a t  have been t rea ted  ex tens ive ly  o f  l a t e  i n  
a1 t e r n a t i  ve women's pub1 ica t ions .  Instead, there  i s  a preponderance o f  
research on teenage pregnancy, b i r t h  con t ro l ,  s i n g l e  mothers, r a c i  sin, and 
employment. Th is  reviewer would have appreciated some ana lys is  o f  t h e  
l i t e r a t u r e  addressing the  p o l i t i c a l  meaning o f  cur ren t  research on b lack 
women. Yet desp i te  i t s  weaknesses, the b ib l iography  breaks new ground i n  
b lack  women's studies. \ 

Two new works expand access t o  b iographica l  i n f o r m a t i o ~  about women. - The 
Europa D i c t i o n a r y  o f  B r i t i s h  Women i s  a remarkable single-volume compendium o f  
s h o r t  biographies o f  over one thousand women. Coverage extends from the  
e a r l i e s t  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  t o  t he  present; on ly  deceased women are 
included. Manv o f  t he  e n t r i e s  have b i b l i o a r a o h i c  notes t o  w i d e  f u r t h e r  
reading. Her Way: A Guide t o  Biographies of women f o r  young People i s  a 
r e v i s i o n  o f  a work f i r s t  publ ished i n  1976. Mary-El len Slegel l i s t ' s  over 
1,700 books about more than 1,100 no tab le  women throughout h i s to ry .  She 
inc ludes  books w r i t t e n  f o r  a K-12 audience, as we l l  as adu l t  books t h a t  appeal 
t o  younger readers. The guide can be used independently by o lde r  c h i l d r e n  o r  
by  teachers, l i b r a r i a n s ,  and parents. P a r t  I i s  devoted t o  biographies o f  
i n d i v i d u a l s  and i s  a lphabe t i ca l l y  organized by the  name o f  t he  subject.  Each 
e n t r y  o f f e r s  a thumbnail sketch, fo l lowed by annotated c i t a t i o n s .  P a r t  I 1  
l i s t s  c o l l e c t i v e  biographies, i nc lud ing  many thematic volumes -- o f  black 
women, f i  r s t  lad ies ,  and women i n  medicine, f o r  example. Appendixes serve as 
indexes t o  the biographees by n a t i o n a l i t y ,  American e thn ic  group, and 
vocat ions and avocations. There i s  a lso  a subject  index. 



Another new e d i t i o n  worth h i g h l i g h t i n g  I s  a meaty l i t t l e  booklet  from the  
Women's Bureau o f  t h e  ' ~ e ~ a r t m e n t - o f  Labor; A work1 ng- Woman's Guide t o  Her Job 
R i  h ts .  Updated i n  e a r l y  1984, i t  presents in fo rmat ion  i n  t h ree  chapters: 
*ng the  Job," "On the Job," and " A f t e r  Retirement." Such top i cs  as 
t r a i n i n g ,  sex d isc r im ina t ion ,  ma te rn i t y  leave, sexual harassment, and pensions 
a re  covered, w i t h  conci se expl anat ions o f  a1 1 appl i c a b l  e federa l  1 aws . 

It i s  indeed heartwarming t o  f i n d  so many d i f f e r e n t  t o p i c s  covered i n  t he  
1 a t e s t  crop o f  re ference books. We i n v i t e  l i b r a r i a n s  and researchers t o  share 
w i t h  us t h e i r  assessments o f  these and o ther  reference sources. 

-- S.S. 

Eidos: E ro t i ca  f o r  Women. 1984- . Ed.: Brenda L. Tatel  baum. Quar te r l y .  
$14. S ing le  copy: $4. c /o Brush H i l l  Press, Inc., P.O. Box 96, Boston, MA 
02137. ( Issues examined: v.1, no.1, 1984; v.1, 110.2, 1984) 

"EIDOS was conceived as a forum f o r  t he  d iscussion and examination o f  two 
high1 y personal i zed dimensions o f  female sexual I ty :  des i  r e  and 
satisfaction.... EIDOS i s  a pub1 i c a t l o n  f o r  - a1 1 women regardless o f  sexual 
preference." The f i r s t  two issues a re  t h i r t y - t w o  pages long, and inc lude 
a r t i c l  es, in terv iews,  l e t t e r s ,  f i c t i o n ,  reviews, poetry, and graphics. 

FX: The Uomen's F i lm and Video B u l l e t i n .  September 1984- . 1 pound/4 
issues. 55 Marie Curie, Sceaux Gardens, Havi l  St., London SES 7DQ, England. 
( Issue examined: "Launch issue," September 1984) 

The f i r s t  issue i s  one two-sided page; t h e  second issue w i l l  be f ou r  
sides. Publ ished by an Eng l ish  women's c ~ l l e c t i v e ,  FX i s  intended to  increase 
" the  v i s i b i l i t y  o f  grassroots m e n  i n  f i l m  and v i d e ? '  O f fe rs  news and 
announcements, reviews, a r t i c l  es . 
e v e r ) j  May 1983- . Ed.: Kathleen Fraser. Four issues: $6 ( ind iv . ) ;  

i n s t .  . Single copies not  available.. c /o  J a f f e r ,  871 Corbett, San 
Francisco, CA 94131. ( Issues examined: v.1, no.1, May 1983-v.1, no.4, May 
1984 

HOW(ever1 I s  Intended as a veh i c le  f o r  m e n ' s  experimental 1 s t  w r i t i n g ,  
which the  ed t o r s  see as ignored both by fem in i s t  pub l i ca t ions  and 
p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  "new" w r i t i n g .  It f u r t h e r  "proposes t o  make a b r idge between 
scho la rs  t h i n k i n g  about m e n ' s  language issues, v is -a -v is  t he  making o f  
poetry ,  and the  women making those poems." Ranging from ten  t o  fourteen 
pages, t h e  f i r s t  four  issues o f f e r  poetry, f i c t i o n ,  artwork, l e t t e r s ,  
c r i t i c a l  comnentary. 

Intercambios Femenil es. 1983?- . Quar te r ly .  $10 (student);  $20 
$25 ( inst.) ;  $100 (corporate) .  P.O. Box 4223, Stanford, CA 94305. 
examined: v .2, no.2, Spri ng/Summer 1984) 

Intercamblos Femeniles i s  the  newslet ter  o f  the  Nat ional  Network 

and 

( Ind iv . ) ;  
Issue 

0 f 



Hispanic Women, founded i n  1980. The twenty-page spr ing /sumer  1984 issue 
fea tures  many p r o f i l e s  o f  La t i nas  i n  t he  a r t s ,  along w i t h  an a r t i c l e  on 
b i  1 ingua l  computer 11 teracy,  L a t i  na women and cancer, and 1 i s t i ngs  o f  
resources and oppor tun i t ies .  Future issues promise t o  look a t  Hispanas i n  
po l  i t i c s ,  f i  nance and econanic development, mental hea l th  and we1 lness, and 
sen io r  execut ive women. 

I s i s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women' s Journal /Wanen i n  Action. 1984- . Quar te r l y .  
Indiv. :  $15 (sur face) .  $20 ( a i r m a i l ) .  Inst.: $25 (sur face) ;  $30 ( a i r m a i l ) .  
I s i s  I n te rna t i ona l .  v i a  Santa Maria delllAnima. 30. 00186 Rome. I t a l y :  o r  I s i s  
International ,  asi ill a 2067, Correo Centra l  , ~ a n t i a ~ o ,  Chi le.  -(Iss&- 
examined: Women's Journal Supplement no.1, 1984) 

"The I s i s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women's Journal and i t s  Supplement Women i n  Ac t ion  
are  the  cont inuat ion  o f  t h e  IS IS Wonen's I n te rna t i ona l  B u l l e t i n ,  produced from 
1976 t o  1983 by I S I S  i n  Rome, I t a l y  and Geneva, Switzerland. r'n January 1984, 
I S I S  was transformed i n t o  two organizat ions: I s i s  I n te rna t i ona l  i n  Rome [and 
Santiago] and I s i  s-WICCE.. . In Geneva." The Women's Journal and i t s  supplement 
each appear twice.a year, I n  Eng l i sh  and Spanish. Each issue o f  t h e  Women's 
Journal  w i l l  be about one hundred pages i n  length, o f f e r i n g  In-depth coverage 
o f r n a t l o n a l  women's Issues. I n  1984, t h e  Journal w i l l  focus on t h e  
women's movement I n  L a t i n  America, and women an- i n  Asia and t h e  
P a c i f i c .  Women I n  Ac t ion  wf 11 prov ide news o f  t he  women's movement around the  
wor ld  and update issues covered I n  the Journal .  The f i r s t  Issue o f  t h e  Women 
I n  Ac t i on  I s  f o r t y  pages long and l n c l u ~ t e r s ,  b r i e f  news repor ts ,  and 
resource 1 l s t s .  See a1 so I s 1  s-WICCE's Women's World be1 ow. 

L e g i s l a t i v e  A l e r t .  $10 con t r i bu t i on .  Women S t r i k e  f o r  Peace, 201 Mass. Ave. 
NE 11102, Washington, DC 20002. ( Issue'examlned: August/September 1983) 

Four pages I n  length, I n  lega l  - s i  ze o f f s e t  format, Legi s l  a t l v e  A1 e r t  
o f f e r s  shor t  news Items on U.S. p o l i c y  i n  Central  America, arms cont ro l ,  t h e  
U .S. defense budget, and d i  sarmament t a l  ks . 
MADRE S eaks. June 1984- . MADRE, 853 Broadway, R.905, New York, NY 

Issue examined: v.1, no.1, June 1984) ,& 

Thi  s eight-page b i l  ingual  (Engl I sh/Spanish) news le t te r  I s  pub1 i shed by 
MADRE, "a woman t o  m a n ,  people t o  people connkct ion between t h e  Un i ted  
Sta tes  and Centra l  America." MADRE's p o l i t i c a l  aim i s  " t o  stop t h e  US 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  Nicaragua, a1 1 o f  Central America and t h e  Caribbean.. . .I' The 
f i r s t  i ssue inc ludes an exchange o f  l e t t e r s  between a Nicaraguan mother and a 
Un i ted  States mother, news of MADRE a c t i v i t i e s ,  a poem, and appeals f o r  he lp 
f o r  Nicaragua. 

NCADV Voice. Ed.: Cathleen Car l  in .  $25. Nat ional Coal I t i o n  Against Domestic 
Violence, 1500 Mass. Ave. NW 1135, Washington, DC 20005. ( Issue examined: 
January 1984) 

Thi s s i  xteen-page newspaper-format news1 e t t e r  provides news o f  t h e  
Nat iona l  Coal i t i o n  Against Domestic Violence and of i t s  var ious task forces 
(on  women o f  co lor ;  lesbians) ;  poetry ;  updates on nat ional  l e g i s l a t i o n ;  and 
resource l i s t i n g s .  



Nat ional  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Women o f  Color Network News1 e t t e r .  C19841- 
$ lO/ four  issues. NIWC Newsletter. 1712 N St.. NW, Washington, DC 20036. 
( I ssue  examined: v.1, no.1 Cn.d.1) 

This  four-page newslet ter  " w i l l  focus on issues, events, p ro jec ts ,  
research and pub l i ca t ions  t h a t  a re  re levant  t o  a1 1 areas t h a t  a f f e c t  t he  
advancement of women o f  color." The f i  r s t  issue repo r t s  on an upcoming NIWC 
na t i ona l  conference; a news conference about m e n  o f  co lo r  and the '84 
campaign; pay equi ty ;  and a new NIWC pub l i ca t ion .  

Nat ional  Women's Heal th  Report. 1983?- . Ed.: Lauren M. Brosni han. 
Monthly. $18. Single copy; $1 S O .  P.O. Box 25307, Georgetown Stat ion,  
Washington, DC 20007. ( Issue examined: v.2, no.1, J u l y  1984) 

The eight-page J u l y  1984 issue o f  t he  Nat ional  Women's Heal th  Report has 
b r i e f  a r t i c l e s  on: v a g i n i t i s ;  sun and skin; e rad i ca t i on  o f  b i r t h  defects  due 
t o  rube l l a ;  o ra l  contracept ives and cancer; sodium label ing;  and hazards o f  
v ideo d l  sp l  ay terminal  s. 

Network: News from the  Eng l ish  Col l e c t i v e  of P ros t i t u tes .  J u l y  1983- 
One pound/three issues. ECP, c/o King's Cross Women's Centre, 71 Tonbridge 
St., London WC1, England. ( Issue examined; no.213, June 1984) 

"Network provides a forum f o r  women o f  d i f f e r e n t  races, n a t i o n a l i t i e s  and 
backg- who work a t  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  sex industry.. .[and] an 
oppo r tun i t y  t o  a l l  those who support p r o s t i t u t e s '  r i g h t s  t o  f i n d  out  more 
about t he  issues involved." The second issue I s  e l g h t  pages long, w l t h  
a r t l c l e s  on p r o s t i t u t e s  and the  cour ts ;  p o l l c e  harassment; a  p r o s t i t u t e s '  
c o l l e c t i q e  I n  the U.S.; etc. 

Re-Vi s l  ons. Winter 1984- . Eds.: E la ine  Hedges, Sara Coul t e r .  
m. Elaine Hedges and Sara Coulter,  P r o j e c t  Di rectors,  Towson S t a t e  
Un ive rs i t y ,  Towson, MD 21204. ( Issues examined: no.1, Winter 1984; no.2, 
Spr iny 1984) 

Th is  eight-page newslet ter  w i l l  r epo r t  on the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a  three-year, 
g ran t  supported p ro jec t  a t  Towson Sta te  Un fve rs i t y  e n t i t l e d  " I n teg ra t i ng  the  
Scholarship on Women: Transforming t h e  Curriculbm." The p r o j e c t  w i l l  work t o  
I n t e g r a t e  t h e  new f e m i n i s t  scholarship i n t o  representat ive survey courses i n  
e i g h t  d i s c i p l  i n e  areas. The f i r s t  two issues inc lude e d i t o r i a l s ;  r epo r t s  on 
workshops, conferences and lectures;  book reviews; and resource l i s t s .  

Ri tes:  For Lesbian & Gay L ibera t ion .  1984- . lO/year. S ingle copy: 
f 1.75. P.O. Box 65, S ta t i on  k ,  Toronto, Ontar io  M 4 Y  2L4, Canada. ( Issue 
examined: v.1, no.3, J u l y  1984) 

I n  t he  t h i r d  issue o f  t h i s  newspaper are a r t i c l e s  on: t h e  f i f t e e n t h  
anniversary- o f  the Stonewall r i o t s ,  a  lesb ian  sexua l i t y  conference, 
pornography, 1 esbi an a1 coho1 i c s ,  and l e s b i  an h i  s tory;  p lus  book, f i lm ,  t hea te r  
and music reviews. 

Tu rn-of-  the-Century Women. Summer 1984- . Ed.: Margaret D. Stetz. 
Semiannual. $10. Single copy: $6. c /o  Margaret D. Stetz, Dept. o f  English, 
Wilson H a l l ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i rg in ia ,  Char1 o t t e s v i l l e ,  VA 22903. ( Issue 
examined: v.1, no.1, Summer 1984) 



Each issue o f  t h i s  new journal w i l l  o f f e r  a short select ion (cu r ren t l y  out 
o f  p r i n t )  by a turn-of-the-century woman, a r t i c l e s  from a range o f  
d i s c i p l  ines, b r i e f  scholar ly  "Notes ,I1 and reviews o f  books or exhib i t ions.  
The f i r s t  issue i s  f i f t y - s i x  pages long, w i t h  a short piece by "George 
Egerton" (pseudonym); a r t i c l e s  on autobiography and the Western woman, Mrs. 
Humphry Ward's ant i -suf f rage campaign, and H a r r i e t  Prescot t  Spoffard; a 
reminiscence o f  M i  11 ay; and three reviews. 

Women's World. March 1984- . Quar ter ly .  $10 ( indiv.);  $20 ( inst . ) .  
Isls-WICCt, C.P.2471, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland.' (Issues examined: no.1, 
March 1984 ["newsletter"]; no.2 [n.d.] ["dossier"]) 

Women's World i s  produced by I s i  s-WICCE (Women's In ternat iona l  Cross- 
Cu l tu ra l  Exchange), an outgrowth o f  the  o r ig ina l  I S I S  Women's In ternat iona l  
B u l l e t i n  (see I s i s  In te rna t iona l  Wanen's Journal above). Women's World w i l l  
appear four  times a year, twice as a 'newsletter, and twice as a "dossier" o r  
" report." The "News1 e t t e r "  publ i shes news o f  events, groups and publ i ca t ions  
about women worldwide; the "Dossier" publ i shes a r t i c l e s ,  papers and resources 
on the annual I s i s  theme ( "comn~nicat ion '~  i n  1984; "health" i n  1985; and 
"technology" i n  1986); and the "Report" presents the experience o f  the  WICCE 
Exchange Prog ramne. 

SPECIRL ISSUES OF PERIODICRLS 
The American H i s t o r i c a l  Review v.89, no.3, June 1984: "Women's H i  s tory  Today ." 
343 ( inst . ) .  Single copy: $10. American H i s t o r i c a l  Association, 400 A St., 
SE, Washington, DC 20003. ( Issue examined) 

F ive  a r t i c les :  "The Evo lu t ion  o f  White Women's Experience i n  Ear ly  
Ameri cat' (Mary Beth Norton) ; "The Domestication o f  P o l i t i c s :  Women and 
American P o l i t i c a l  Society, 1780-1920" (Paula Baker); "Depopulation, 
National ism, and Feminism i n  Fin-de-Siecle FranceU (Karen Offen) ; "No Angel s 
i n  the  House: The V ic to r ian  Myth and the Paget WomenU (M. Jeanne Peterson); 
"The Cont r ibu t ion  o f  Women t o  Modern Histor iography i n  Great B r i ta in ,  France, 
and the United States, 1750-1940" (Bonnie Smith) . 
Calyx: A Journal o f  A r t  and L i t e r a t u r e  by Women,v.8, no.2, Spring 1984: 
"Bearina W i  tness/Sobreviviendo: An Anthol oav o f  Native American/Latina A r t  and 
~i tera t i re . "  ~ i e s t  4s.:  JO ~ochran ,  - 0 i a n e ~ l  ancy, Mary ~ a l  lmountain (Nat ive 
American 1 i tera ture)  ; B e t t i  na Escudero, Nami L i  t t l ebear  Morena, Kathleen 
Reyes (Lat inaIChicana l i t e r a t u r e ) .  $10 ( indiv.);  $15 ( inst.) .  Single copy: 
$4.50. P.O. Box B, Corval l is ,  OR 97339. ( Issue examined) 

Th is  issue was two years i n  the making, created by a guest e d i t o r i a l  board 
scat tered across Oregon, Washington, Montana, Cal i  fornia, Iowa and Oklahoma. 
The b e a u t i f u l l y  produced, 128-page issue o f fe rs  poetry, f i c t i o n  and a r t  by 
Nat ive  American and La t ina  women. Among the cont r ibu tors  are ~ h e r r f e  Moraga, 
Pat Mora, J u l i a  Alvarez, Aleida ~odrfguez, Anita Rodriguez, Wendy Rose, Paula 
Gunn Al len. V ick ie  Sears, Beth Brant, and Linda Hogan. 

Denver Quar te r l y  v.18, no.4, Winter 1984: "The Rhetoric o f  Feminist Writing." 
Guest ed.: Diana Wilson. $10. Single copy: $2.50. Un ivers i ty  o f  Denver, 
Denver, CO 80208. ( Issue examined) 

A r t i c l e s  on Rene G i  rard; Anne Sexton; psychoanalysis, feminism and 



tragedy; V i r g i n i a  Woolf; Emily Dlckinson; Ma1 l a m e ;  Calderon; woman as 
saviour;  Toots ie ( t h e  f i l m )  ; E d i t h  Wharton; mothers and daughters; and Ju l  i a n  
of ~ o r w i c m u r t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  Engl I sh mystic. 

Environmental Review: An I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Journal o f  H i s t o r y  and the Humanities 
v .8, no.1, Spring 1984: "Women and Environmental H i s to ry  ." Guest ed.: Carolyn 
Merchant. $18 ( indlv.) ;  $24 ( lns t . ) .  S ing le  copy: $6. Robert C. Schultz, 
Managing Ed i to r ,  Dept. o f  Philosophy, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Denver, Denver, 
CO 80208-0195. ( Issue examined) 

A r t i c l e s  on paradigms of gender r o l e s  I n  subsistence economies; approaches 
t o  t h e  study o f  women and landscape; f ou r  women nature wr i t e r s ;  women o f  t he  
progress1 ve conservat lon movement, 1900-1916; and a b l  b l  iography on women and 
the1 r environments. 

Radical Teacher 24: "Gay & Lesblan Studles." $4 (unemployed); $8 (employed) ; 
$11 ( inst . ) .  S lng le  copy: $3. P.O. Box 102, Kendal l  Square Post Of f i ce ,  
Cambrldge, MA 02142. ( Issue examlned) 

Inc ludes  a r t i c l e s  on p r l v a t e  l l v e s  I n  t he  pub1 l c  classroom, Th l rd  World 
perspect ives on lesb ian  l l t e r a t u r e ,  he te rosex lm  and the  classroom, and team 
teach lng  gay/ lesblan 11 te ra tu re ,  a1 ong w i t h  b ib1  lographles and reviews. 

Signs: Journal o f  Women i n  Cu l tu re  and Soc le t y  v.9, no.4, Summer 1984: "The 
'Lesbian Issue." $27 A0 ( indiv.): $55 ( inst . ) ;  $20 (s tudents) .  S lng le  copy; 
$7 ( lnd lv . ) ;  $13.75 ( l n s t  .) . signs, The un iv@rs1ty  . o f  chicago ~ r e s i ,  ~ o u r n a l  s 
D l v l s l on ,  P.O. Box 37005, Chlcago, I L  60637. ( Issue examined) 

More than two years i n  preparat ion, t h l s  specia l  Issue Includes: a r t i c l e s  
by Esther Newton on the  mythic mannish lesblan, Sharon OIBrien on W l l l a  
Cather, Martha Vic lnus on Engl I sh boarding-school friendships, and Kathleen M. 
Weston and L l s a  B. Rofel on c o n f l i c t s  between workers and owners i n  a l esb ian -  
auto-repal r  shop; a theory f o r  lesb ian  readers by Jean E. Kennard; a revlew 
essay by Bonnie Zimnerman on lesb lan  personal narrat ives;  repor ts  on the Cuban 
l esb lan  and gay male experlence, and on d f sc r im lna t l on  against lesbians I n  the 
work force; book revlews; l e t t e r s  and comments; and arch iva l  notes. 

CEASED PUBLICATION 
Bread & Roses: A Women's Journal o f  Issues and the  A r t s  1977-1984. I r r e g u l a r .  
Bread & Roses, Inc., P.O. Box 1230, Madison, W I  53701. (Announced I n  v.3, 
no.2, 1984) 

ITEmS OF NOTE 
Headquartered I n  Man11 a, DEPTHNEWS WOMEN'S FEATURE SERVICE (DNWFS) suppl l e s  
f ea tu re  s t o r i e s  on m e n  w i t h  a focus on Asia. It i s  p a r t  o f  a g lobal  
fea tures  serv ice  network which grew out of UNESCO's c a l l  f o r  a new 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  in fo rmat ion  order i n  the l a t e  seventies. The network was 
es tab l i shed  t o  make ava i l ab le  more background I n f o m a t l o n  and a more human 
perspec t ive  on developnent Issues, t o  counterbalance prevalent  "spot" news and 
d i s a s t e r  headlines. DNWFS suppl ies two s t o r i e s  per week on women's issues, 
which go t o  nat ional  newspapers i n  Asia and o ther  regional and a1 t e r n a t i v e  



media subscr ibers along w i t h  a packet o f  newsfeature s t o r i e s  from the ove ra l l  
agency, Depthnews. Other women's fea ture  serv ices inc lude O f i c i n a  In fo rmat iva  
de l a  Mujer (OIM) f o r  L a t i n  America; A f r i can  Women's Features Service (AWFS); 
and Caribbean Women's Features Syndicate (CWFS). DNWFS may be contacted f o r  
f u r t h e r  in fo rmat ion  a t  P .O. Box 1843, Manila, Ph i l ipp ines .  

THE GOLDEN CRADLE; IMMIGRANT WOMEN IN THE UNITED STATES i s  a ten-par t  r ad io  
s e r i e s  produced by Nat ional Pub l i c  Radio and now ava i l ab le  on audio cassettes. 
Music, drama and n a r r a t i v e  a re  combined t o  p ro t ray  the h i s t o r y  o f  m e n  
imn igran ts  from the  1840s t o  t h e  present. Two ha1 f-hour programs f i l l  each 
cassette;  cos t  i s  $10.95 per cassette, p lus  $1 postage. For f u r t h e r  
in format ion,  w r i t e :  Nat ional Pub l i c  Radio Cassette Publ ish ing,  2025 M S t ree t  
NW, Washington, DC 20036; phone: (800) 253-0808. 

Gar1 and Pub1 I shing , Inc. has recen t l y  in t roduced two new facsimi l e  r e p r i n t  
s e r i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  women. Edited by Susan Reverby, THE HISTORY OF AMERICAN 
NURSING i s  a thir ty-two-volume ser ies  focusing on t h e  era o f  " t r a ined  nursing' '  
f r o m o u t  1873 t o  1950 (volumes publ ished a f t e r  1950 are  assumed to  be 
re1  a t i v e l y  easy t o  loca te) .  F i v e  o f  t h e  volumes have never before been 
publ ished. MARRIAGE, SEX AND THE FAMILY IN ENGLAND, 1660-1800, ed i ted  by 
Rand01 ph Trumbach. inc ludes f o r t y - f o u r  volumes which document t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  
t h e  modern family;  marr iage and Jexual i ty ,  1 argel  y through works of c k e n t a r y  
r a t h e r  than personal documents. Contact; Garland Publ ishing, Inc., 136 
Madison Ave., New York, NY 10016; phone: (212) 686-7492. 

' MicroEd, an educat ional software producer out  o f  Minnesota, i s  market ing i t s  
new WOMEN I N  HISTORY so f tware  se r i es  t h i s  f a l l  under t he  product name 
BookSoft. Ava i lab le  i n  Commodore. Aople I I e .  11+ and I I c  fdmats .  t h e  f i r s t  
two t i t l e s  i n  t h e  ser ies  are: WOMEN IN ANCIENT GREECE AND ROME and WOMEN I N  
MEDIEVAL/RENAISSANCE EUROPE. Suggested r e t a i l  p r i c e  fo r  each p a c k a r  
319.95,  and l n c l  udes t h e  software, student book, i n s t r u c t i o n a l  software guide. 
and teacher 's  guide. For  more in format ion,  c a l l  George Esbensen a t  1-800- 
MICROED, o r  w r i t e  P.O. Box 444005, Eden P r a i r i e ,  MN 55344. 

WOMEN'S TAPEOVER i s  a f em in i s t  d iges t  o f  a r t i c l e s  se lected from the  Un i ted  
Kingdom femin is t  press by b l  i n d  and p a r t i a l l y  s ighted women. Produced 
monthly, t h e  d iges t  takes a r t i c l e s  from women-only publ i c a t i o n s  f o r  four o f  
i t s  twe lve  issues ( s u b s c r i p t i o n  p r i c e  i s  four  pounds f o r  twelve issues, t h r e e  
pounds f o r  e i g h t  issues).  Tapes are  sent on a 'read and re tu rn  basis, w i t h  
reusable ma1 1 i n g  containers and r e v e r s i b l e  labels .  For more information, 
con tac t  ( I n  b r a i l l e ,  p r i n t ,  o r  on tape); Women's Tapeover, c /o A Woman's 
Place, Hungerford House, V i c t o r i a  Embankment, London, WC2, Uni ted Kingdom. 

WISCONSIN BISLIOGRAPHIES IN 
WOmEN'S STUDIES 

Two new t i t l e s  have been added t o  t h e  ser ies, "Wisconsin B ib l iograph ies  i n  
Women' s Studies ." "Lesbian L i t e r a t u r e ,  1980-1983: A Selected Bib1 iography" i s  
an updated vers ion  o f  a b ib l iography  compiled by Margaret Cruikshank f o r  her 
r e c e n t l y  publ ished book, New Lesbian W r i t i n g  (Grey Fox Press, 1984). The 
256-item 1 i s t i n g  i s  d iv ided i n t o  th ree  sect ions; L i t e r a t u r e  ( indexed by 
genre) ; C r i t i c i  sm ( indexed by subject )  ; and Per iod ica ls .  Jeanne Fondrie 
c rea ted  the indexing. 



"New Reference Works i n  Women's Studies, 1983184" was compiled by Susan 
Searing from works reviewed i n  Feminist  Co l lec t ions  over the l a s t  year. This 
l i s t  i s  compiled annual ly i n  preparat ion f o r  the Un ivers i  t y  o f  Wisconsin 
Women' s Studies Conference. 

These b ib l i og raph ies  are ava i l ab le  f r e e  o f  charge from: Women's Studies 
L ibrar ian-at -Large,  112A Memorial L i b ra ry ,  728 Sta te  Street ,  Madison, W I  
53706. 
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BLACK AND THIRD WORLD WOMEN WRITERS: A SELECTED READING, 1981-1984 
P a r t  I (1)  

Jo  Cochran, J.T. Stewart, and Mayumi Tsutakawa eds., Gathering Ground: New 
W r i t i n g  and A r t  by Northwest Women of Color. Seat t le :  The Seal Press, 19$4. 
1 8 7 ~ .  111- Pap*, $6*95,ISBN 0 - 931188 -19-9. LC 84-50806. 

Paul a Giddings, When and Where I Enter: The Impact o f  Black Women on Race and 
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ISBN 0-688-01943-9. LC 84-60089. 

' Darlene C lark  Hine, When the  T ru th  I s  Told: A H i s to ry  of Black Women's Cu l tu re  
and Community i n  Indiana, 1875-1950. Ind ianapo l is :  The Nat ional  Counci 1 o f  
i l eg ro  Women, 1981. 90p. I 1 1 . b i b l  . LC 81-184932. 

Andre Lorde, S i s t e r  Outsider:  Essays and Speeches. New York: The Crossing 
Press, 1984. 190p. b i  b l  . $16.95, ISBN 0-89594-142-2; pap., $7.95, 
ISBN 0-89594-141-4. LC 84-1844. 

Sage: A Scholar1 y Journal on W ack Women. Spring 1984- . Ed i to r :  P a t r i c i a  
B e l l - ~ c o t t .  Semiannual. Subscript ions: $15 ( ind iv . ) :  $25 ( ins t . ) .  S ing le  
copy; $8. Sage Women's ~ d u c a t i o n a l  Press, I&., P.O;-BOX 42741, Atlanta; GA 
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Barbara Smith ed., Home G i r l s ;  A Black ~ e m i n i s t  Anthology. New York: K i tchen 
Table: Women of Color  Press. 1983. 3 7 7 ~ .  b i b l .  11 1. pap.. $10.95. . .  - 
ISBN 0-913175-01-1. 

A1 i c e  Walker, I n  Search o f  Our Mothers' Gardens. New York: Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich Pub1 ishers,  1983. 397p. b i b l  . $14.95, ISBN 0-15-144525-7. 
LC 83-8584. 

Occasional ly I s t i l l  encounter people who are unaware of t h e  v i t a l i t y  w i t h  
which b lack  and T h i r d  World women have Infused the contemporary stream o f  
American w r i t i n g ,  b u t  t h e  number o f  such persons i s  d imin ish ing rap id ly .  As 
women a t  t he  bottom o f  t h e  soc ia l  scale take t h e i r  pens i n  hand and b o l d l y  
g i v e  vo ice  t o  sel f - a f f i rma t i on ,  i t i s  no longer  possib le f o r  the world t o  deny 
t h e i r  ex is tence o r  c r e a t i v i t y .  Respectable numbers o f  new books, as we1 1 as 
r e p r i n t s  o f  o lder  works, are f i n d i n g  t h e i r  way onto the shelves of bookstores 
and 1 i b r a r i e s ,  as t he  world o f  pub1 i shing becomes somewhat l ess  impregnable t o  
b lack  and Th i rd  World women wr i te rs .  (2 )  



Small whi te feminist  presses l i k e  The Crossing Press and The Seal Press 
(and an occasional mainstream publ isher) are beginning t o  pick up more work by 
these wr i ters.  I n  addit ion, authors can now t u r n  t o  the new Kichen Table: 
Women o f  Color Press, the f i r s t  establishment t o  make an exclusive commitment 
t o  the works o f  women o f  color ,  na t iona l l y  and in ternat iona l ly .  Kitchen 
Table, a product o f  the  1980s, has a1 ready made a s ign i f i can t  impact, having 
among i t s  t i t l e s  This Bridge Cal led My Back, edited by Cherr ie Moraga, et.  
a1 . , and o r i g i n a l l y  pub1 ished by the now defunct Persephone Press; Home G i r l s :  
A Black Feminist Anthology (reviewed be1 ow) ; and Narrat ives: poems i n  the 
t r a d i t i o n  o f  black wanen, by Cheryl Clarke. 

The increase i n  the number o f  new books by black and Th i rd  World women now 
permits reviewers of trends i n  the l i t e r a t u r e  t o  examine works by d i s c i p l i n e s  
and/or genres, even over r e l a t i v e l y  short periods o f  time. The overview here 
takes i n  a selected reading o f  seven representat ive l i t e r a r y  and/or h i s t o r i c a l  
t e x t s  published between 1981 and 1984. (3 )  Six are books, one a journal.  Two 
o f  the books b r ing  together single-authored feminist essays and speeches by 
women who are a1 so p r o f i c i e n t  i n  f i c t i o n  and poetry; two are anthologies; two 
focus on black women's h istory;  and the journal  celebrates black women's 
scholarship. 

Andre Lorde's S i  s t e r  Outsider: Essays and Speeches contains f i f t e e n  
' select ions,  ranging from Lorde's observations on the Soviet Union, which open 

t h e  volume, t o  her - re fec t ions  on the United States'  invasion o f  Grenada i n  
1983, which close it. Among the other essays and speeches are forcefu l  
expressions o f  anger d i rected a t  soci a1 in jus t ices ,  and personal revelat ions 
o f  aspects o f  the w r i t e r ' s  vu lne rab i l i t i es .  Lorde f u l l y  understands and i s  
n o t  in t imidated by soc ie t  ' s  devaluat ion o f  her status as a f o r t  ine-year- 
o l d  black, lesbian, socia Y 1 s t  mother o f  two -- and bo ld ly  a r t i c u  r ates opinions 
and feel ings regarding a l l  aspects o f  the world i n  rrhich she l i ves .  

With the exception o f  the essays a1 ready mentioned, a1 1 o f  Lorde's 
se lec t ions  were e i t h e r  previously published o r  del ivered as speeches on 
var ious occasions. Many have been widely c i t e d  by black and white women. The 
value o f  the  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  it gives easy q c e s s  t o  the tough-minded, 
b r i l l i a n t  th ink ing  f o r  rrhich Lorde has grown famous since the l a t e  1960s. The 
book w i l l  be especia l ly  useful i n  the classroom. Those unfami l ia r  w i th  her 
work w i l l  f i n d  much t o  th ink  about i n  her enphasis on the causes and o u t l e t s  
o f  black women's angers, and i n  her indictment o f  the e v i l s  o f  racism, sexi un, 
c l  assi sm, heterosexi sm, and hmophobi a. Her discussions are honest and 
f o r t h r i g h t ,  and her words transform a black woman's s i lence i n t o  language and 
act ion. 

Ten years a f t e r  she del ivered a then spel l-binding luncheon speech a t  a 
b l  ack women' s conference a t  Radcl i f f e  Col 1 ege, A1 i ce Wal ker  has c o l l  ected 
s ix teen years o f  her "wcmanist prose" (1966-1982) under the t i t l e  o f  t h a t  
t a l k :  " I n  Search o f  Our Mothers' Gardens." The t h i r t y - f i v e  pieces i n  the 
c o l l e c t i o n  cover a wide f i e l d  o f  in teres ts .  In  the f i r s t  part, there  are 
essays on black l i t e r a t u r e  and black l i t e r a r y  f igures; i n  the second, the 
pieces are more c lose ly  associated w i th  events i n  the author 's l i f e ;  i n  the 
t h i r d ,  Walker gives us a sense o f  the f i  rmness o f  her p o l i t i c a l  posit ions; and 
i n  the fourth, she integrates her various concerns. 



A d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  fea ture  o f  I n  Search o f  Our Mothers' Gardens i s  i t s  
h i s t o r i c a l  approach. Walker measures the  dimensions of her l i f e  and those of 
a l l  b lack women against major world events. Her own c r e a t i v i t y  has been 
nu r tu red  by w r i t e r s  l i k e  Zora Neale Hurston, Jean Toomer and Buchi Emecheta; 
her  pol i t i c a l  consciousness by t h e  l i v e s  o f  a c t i v i s t s  l i k e  Mart in  Lu ther  King, 
Jr.; her sensi b i l  i t i e s  by people l i k e  Coret ta  Scot t  King; and her commi tment 
has been def ined by her search f o r  meaning i n  t he  s i g n i f i c a n t  issues o f  our 
times, from the C i v i l  R igh ts  Movement t o  t h e  th rea t  o f  nuclear war. On a more 
personal side, she shares such th ings  as her sentiments on the writer-mother, 
and on the  j oys  and f r u s t r a t i o n s  o f  w r i t i n g  a P u l i t i z e r  pr ize-winning novel. 
I n  Search o f  Our Mothers' Gardens shows us a p a r t  o f  the s to ry  o f  A l i c e  
Walker's development as a b lack woman w r i t e r ,  bu t  i t  a lso  unfo lds the  ongoing 
saga o f  b lack  women d e f i n i n g  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  i n  whi te  America. 

Both Lorde and Walker have produced books which i l l u s t r a t e ,  among o ther  
th ings ,  how deep are  t h e i r  r oo ts  i n  b lack m e n ' s  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and how 
concerned they are  f o r  b lack women's surv iva l  i n  a r a c i s t ,  sex i s t  world. It 
i s  important t o  a lso note t h a t  wh i l e  both a re  woman-centeredt they do not  
min imize the  oppression o f  black men i n  t h i s  country. Lorde s essay on 
r a i s i n g  a b lack  son t o  becane a b lack man i s  one o f  her  most touching pieces, 
w h i l e  p o s i t i v e  images o f  b lack men are  threaded through t h e  pages o f  Walker's 
work. For many years t h e  essay form i n  t he  black l i t e r a r y  canon was pre- 
empted by James Baldwin and Ralph E l l i s o n ,  bu t  ne i t he r  spoke f o r  b lack women. 
Now b lack  women use t h i s  genre too t o  speak l o u d l y  f o r  themselves and t h e i r  
s i s te rs .  

The h i s t o r y  o f  o rd inary  b lack women has on ly  begun t o  be recorded i n  t he  
l a s t  decade. P r i o r  t o  t h i s  time, i n t e r e s t  focused p r i m a r i l y  on the  l i v e s  o f  
ou ts tand ing  characters -- the  Sojourner Tru ths  and H a r r i e t  Tubmans o f  t he  
race. But beginning w i t h  t h e  appearance o f  documentary accounts o f  b lack  
women's l i v e s  i n  the e a r l y  '70s ( 4 ) ,  there  has been a t u r n  toward women who 
have been i n  t h e  background, i n v i s i b l e  t o  those who do not wish t o  see them. 

Oarlene C lark  Hine 's  When the  T r u t h  i s  Told: A H i s to ry  o f  Black Women's 
Cul t u r e  and Community i n  I nd iana ,  1815 - 1940 was w r i t t e n  i n  cooperat ion w i t h  
women from Hine' s loca l  chapter o f  t h e  Nat ional  Council o f  Negro Women, who 
c o l l e c t e d  the  data fo r  t h ree  years. Hine t races t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  black women i n  
Ind iana from the e a r l y  set t lement  o f  blacks i n  Shat s t a t e  i n  t he  e ighteenth 
century  t o  the school desegregation era  i n  t h e  l a t e  1940s. Her d iscussion 
takes i n  t h e  ro les  o f  women i n  t he  church, and t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  b lack 
women's c lub movement. Black women had few oppor tun i t ies  f o r  v i s i b l e  
leadersh ip  i n  t h e  church, b u t  performed many necessary funct ions. They were 
t h e  ones who propel led t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n t o  much-needed we l fa re  serv ice  work. 
I n  t he  c lub  movement, they concentrated on self-improvement and community 
h e a l t h  issues. L a t e r  i n  t he  1940s, Ind iana black women were i n  t h e  fo re f ron t  
o f  t h e  NAACP's successful s t rugg le  f o r  school desegregation i n  t h a t  s tate.  
Hi.ne has documented t h i s  h i s t o r y  through t h e  l i v e s  and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  many 
i n d i v i d u a l  Hoosier wanen, who, u n t i l  now, have been unrecognized by h i s t o r y .  

.- 

Paula Giddings takes the  wide view o f  black women's h i s t o r y  i n  When and 
Where I Enter:  The Impact o f  Black Women on Race and Sex i n  America, a 
comprehensive I n t e r p r e t i v e  d iscussion o f  the subject. (s) As IS apparent from 
i t s  audacious t i t l e ,  t he  work's main argument i s  t h a t  black women have never 
been the  help less and hapless v i c t ims  o f  soc ie ty  t h a t  h i s t o r y  o f t en  por t rays 
them t o  be. On t h e  contrary,  they have always res i s ted  racism and sexism, and 
have had s i g n i f i c a n t  impact on the  world i n  which they l i v e .  



While Giddings discusses the  l i v e s  o f  many successful black women i n  t h e  
pages o f  her book, t h e  s to ry  i s  l ess  t h a t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  women than o f  
c o l l e c t i v e  achievement. The book has th ree  sections. The f i r s t  t races  t h e  
pe r i od  from s lavery t o  t he  eve o f  World War I; t h e  second, t he  t ime embraced 
by two world wars; and t h e  t h i r d  takes I n  t he  era  from the  1940s t o  S h i r l e y  
Chisholm's p res iden t i a l  campaign. The development o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  fo l lows a 
p a t t e r n  o f  r i s i n g  consciousness, soph is t i ca ted  s t ra teg ies  f o r  su rv i va l ,  and 
a c t i v e  chal lenge t o  t he  s ta tus  quo. Among the  top i cs  which rece ive  ca re fu l  
and s e n s i t i v e  treatment i n  t h i s  book are  the  h i  s to ry  o f  r e l a t i o n s  betueen 
b lack  and whi te m e n  s ince  the e a r l y  n ineteenth century, and those between 
b lack  women and men, espec ia l l y  s ince the  contemporary C i v i l  R igh ts  Movement. 
When and Where I Enter i s  a work whose t ime i s  r i g h t .  It w i l l  be immensely 
va luab le  t o  anyone i n te res ted  i n  American h i  s tory,  b lack h i  s tory,  o r  i n  
women' s h i  s to ry .  

Barbara Smith's "Toward a Black Feminist  C r i t i c i sm"  o f  t he  mid 1970s. 
Condi t ions:  Five; The Black Women's Issue, which she ed i t ed  w i t h  ~ o r r a i n i  
Bethel  i n  1979, and A l l  t h e  Women Are White, A1 1 the  Blacks Are Men, But Some 
o f  Us Are Brave, ed i ted  w i t h  G l o r i a  T. Hu l l  and P a t r i c l a  Be1 1-Scott  i n  1982, 
a re  premier documents o f  t h e  black fem in i s t  movement. Once again Smith has 
attempted t o  lead the  way, t h i s  t ime w i t h  Home G i r l s :  A Black Feminist  
Anthology, one o f  t h e  f i r s t  t i t l e s  t o  come out  o f  K i tchen Table: M e n  o f  
Color  Press, which she co-founded. Smith's p o l i t i c a l  commitment and u n t i r i n g  
work i n  t he  i n t e r e s t s  o f  b lack feminism can never be overemphasized. 

Many o f  t h e  names among t h e  t h i  r t y - f o u r  con t r i bu to rs  t o  Home G i  r l  s a re  
a l ready we l l  known t o  readers f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Condit ions: Five, as nineteen o f  
t h e  Condi t ions a r t i c l e s  a r e  rep r i n ted  here. I n  fac t ,  according t o  Smith, "The 
idea f o r  Home G i r l s  o r i g i na ted  i n  my d e s i r e  t o  i nsu re  t h a t  Condit ions: Five, 
The Black Women's Issue would cont inue t o  be a v a i l b l e  i n  permanent form" 
p x l v i  I .  Hme G i r l s  w i l l  be usefu l  t o  students i n  women's s tudies courses, 
bo th  on t h e  i n t roduc to ry  and more advanced leve ls ,  as we l l  as t o  t he  general 
reader. 

Smith's i n t roduc to ry  essay stands on i t s  own as a very important  b lack 
f e m i n i s t  statement; her  explanat ion o f  t h e  t i t l e  o f  the work i s  espec ia l l y  
poignant. Almost b e r e f t  o f  fami ly  (and most of, her  immediate f am i l y  members 
were women), Smith i d e n t i f i e s  her innermost long ing  w i t h  the need f o r  home. . 

She notes t h a t  t he  b lack community's o f t en -hos t i l e  reac t i on  t o  lesbians has 
been a source o f  major tens ion f o r  many o f  t h e  women i n  t h i s  book ( 6 ) ,  and 
makes a p lea f o r  black-community acceptance o f  black lesbians, whom she 
r i g h t l y  i n s i s t s  are a1 so home g i r l s .  

A l l  l i t e r a r y  genres are  represented i n  t h i s  anthology. I was espec ia l l y  
moved by several shor t  works o f  f i c t i o n ,  i nc lud ing  "Cat," by J u l i e  Car ter ,  and 
"Miss Es ther 's  Land," by Barbara Banks. Ne i ther  o f  these pieces was i n  
Condit ions: Five. I was a lso  impressed by two "conversations" i n  t he  book: 
one between Smfth and Cenen, an Afro-Puerto Rican, and the  o ther  between Smith 
and th ree  other m e n ,  i nc lud ing  an Afro-Caribbean. I n  these we have an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  see and appreciate t he  hero ic  e f f o r t  t h a t  b lack fem in i s t s  are 
making t o  b r idge  the d is tance t h a t  separates Th i rd  World m e n  from each 
o ther .  I f i n d  t h i s  an important  anthology, and I am sure i t  w i l l  take i t s  
p lace  a1 ongside Smith' s e a r l i e r  t r a i l  b l az ing  work. 

Gathering Ground: New Wr i t i ng  and A r t  by Northwest Women o f  Color  has l ess  



o f  t he  i n t e n s i t y  one f e e l s  i n  Home G i r l s ,  bu t  i s  an important book i n  i t s  own 
r i g h t ,  w i t h  a s t rong femin is t  impulse. This  volume includes p i c tu res  o f  
masks, f i b e r  construct ions,  pen and i nk  drawings, and charcoal drawings among 
i t s  l i t e r a r y  pieces. The con t r i bu to rs  canprise a v e r i t a b l e  Uni ted Nations of 
T h i r d  World women, and t h e  execut ion o f  t h i s  work speaks e loquent ly  t o  t h e  new 
and developing cooperat ion between b lack and Th i rd  World women. 

I was impressed by t h e  smoothness o f  t he  anthology. Considering t h e  
v a r i e t y  o f  backgrounds among the w r i t e r s  and a r t i s t s ,  I expected a degree o f  
cacophony, and was surpr ised instead by t h e  symphony o f  harmonic voices. Many 
o f  t h e  twenty-s ix  authors a re  new t o  the general pub l i c ,  bu t  t h e  book does not  
s u f f e r  f o r  t h i s .  There i s  no lack  o f  imaginat ive ski1 l s ,  and the  po ten t i a l  o f  
t h e  group i s  impressive. Issued by a m a l l  Northwest f em in i s t  pub l i sher  -- 
The Seal Press -- Gathering Ground i s  an a t t r a c t i v e l y  packaged book. L i k e  
Home G i r l ,  i t  should f ind  i t s  way i n t o  many classes, where i t w i l l  open up new 
avenues of awareness f o r  the students who are  fo r tuna te  enough t o  come i n t o  
con tac t  w i t h  it. 

The e d i t o r i a l  o f  t h e  premier issue o f  Sage: A Scholar ly  Journal on Black 
Women o u t l i n e s  ambit ious goals. Th is  new organ, t o  be published tw i ce  year ly ,  
w ' iT1carry  a r t l c l  es, essays, in-depth in te rv iews,  and reviews o f  books, f i lms ,  
e x h i b i t s ,  and research p ro jec t s  by and about black women. It i s  an 
i n t e r d i s c i p l  i n a r y  journa l  which aims t o  promote b lack fem in i s t  studies, and t o  
disseminate new in fo rmat ion  on b lack women t o  a broad audience. Each issue 

, w i  11 have a focus, and fea ture  a t  l e a s t  one black woman rrho w i l l  symbolize 
t h a t  focus. 

The f i r s t  issue o f  5age concentrates on education' and pays t r i b u t e  t o  Mary 
McLeod Bethune and Jeanne Noble. It gives an overview o f  black m e n ' s  
education, h i s t o r i c a l  perspect ives on the  educational experiences o f  b lack 
women I n  A f r i c a  and America, and looks a t  contemporary pub l i c  schools through 
t h e  eyes o f  a black m a n  admin is t ra to r  and a black m a n  researcher. There 
i s  a lso  an in te rv iew  w i t h  W i l l a  P. Player,  t h e  on ly  black m a n  t o  head a 
b lack  wumen' s co l lege  (Bennett  Co l l  ege, 1955-1966). 

The presence of Sa e i s  welcome, and t h e  journa l  holds t h e  p r m i s e  o f  a 
much-needed o u t l e t  f%l o r  ack m e n  scholars. If i t  succeeds, i t  w i l l  be the 
f i r s t  scho la r ly  pub l i ca t i on  o f  i t s  k i nd  i n  which black m e n  manage a l l  t h e  
func t ions  and con t ro l  t he  out- f low o f  in fo rmat ion  on black m e n .  The 
j ou rna l  ' s i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  approach w i l l  permi t  m e n  i n  d i  f f e r e n t  f i e l d s  t o  
i n t e r a c t  w i t h  each other,  thereby en r i ch ing  the  scholarship t h a t  appears i n  
i t s  pages. We look  forward t o  subsequent issues o f  t h i s  journal  w i t h  t he  
hopes t h a t  such a bo ld  new venture w i l l  have a huge success. 

Th is  overview covers on l y  a se lec t i on  o f  t h e  works on black and o ther  
T h i r d  World women t h a t  have appeared between 1981 and 1984. Also, i t  
comprises only  works produced b women o f  these groups. This  i s  not  t o  f t r i v i a l i z e  t he  good work i n  t h  s f i e l d  by others, which continues t o  be done. 
Dorothy S t e r l i n g ' s  We Are Your S is te rs :  Black Women i n  the Nineteenth Century 
i s  a worthy example o f  such work. Other books on black women, bu t  no t  by 
b lack  women, inc lude P h i l l i s  Wheatley and Her Wri t ings, by Wi l l iam H. 
Robinson, and Three Who Dared: Prudence Crandal 1 , Margaret Doug1 ass, and 
M y r t i  l l a  Miner: cnamplons or AnteDel lum t5 lacK tducat lon, by rnl I l p  b. Poner 
and Josephene F. Pacheco. We welcane the a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  black women' s l i v e s  



are a t t r a c t i n g  from wh i te  and/or male scholars and w r i t e r s  i n  t he  academy and 
i n  t he  world o f  publ ishing, and we hope t h a t  i t continues t o  grow and 
f l o u r i s h .  A t  t h e  same time, t he  upsurge i n  the wr i t i ngs  produced by black and 
o the r  Th i rd  World women, and t h e i r  use of p u b l i c a t i o n  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  ou ts ide  o f  
t r a d i t i o n a l  ou t l e t s ,  bode well f o r  the development of an authent ic  c r i t i c a l  
canon surrounding the 1 i ves and expert ences o f  these women. 

-- Nel 1 i e McKay 

[Nel 1 i e  McKay i s  Associate Professor o f  Afro-American li terature,  UW-Madison. 
She i s  spending the  calendar year 1984 as a Nat ional  Research Counci 1 F e l l  ow 
(funded bv t h e  Ford Foundation) a t  t he  W.E.B. DuBois I n s t i t u t e  a t  Harvard 
~ J n i v e r s i t y .  Her book, Jean ~obmer, A r t i s t :  A Study o f  H i s  L i t e r a r y  L i f e  and 
Work, 1894-1936, was publ ished by the  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Nor th Caro l ina Press, 
Chapel Hi1 1, i n  August 1984. McKay i s  c u r r e n t l y  working on a c r i t i c a l  study 
o f  twent ie th-century autobiographies o f  black women.] 

NOTES - 
P a r t  I 1  o f  t h i s  review w i l l  appear i n  FC v.6, no.2, Winter 1985, and 

w i l l  focus on new autobiographical  works by T a c k  women. 

For  i n f o m a t i o n  on t h e  growth o f  black women's pub l i ca t ions  from 1970- 
1981, see "A R is ing  Tide: A Review o f  Selected Books By and/or About Black 
Women, 1970-81' i n  Feminis t  Col lect ions,  v.3, nos.3 and 4 (Spr ing and Summer 
1982). 

' Claudia Ta te 's  Black Women Wr i te rs  a t  Work, which I i n i t i a l l y  intended 
t o  review here, w i l l  be discussed by Agata Nesaule i n  the Winter 1985 issue o f  
Femini s t  Col l ec t i ons .  

See Gerda Lerner,  Black Women i n  Whl t e  America: A Documentary H i  s to ry  
(New York: Pantheon Books, Be r t  James toewenberg and Ruth Bogin, Black 
Women i n  Nineteenth-Centurylgi!ican L i f e :  The i r  Words, m e i  r Thoughts, Th?Ti 

ee l  i n  s ( U n i v e r s i t y  Park: Pennsylvania S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y  Press, Dorothy k&, Black Foremot?err: Three L i v e s  (Old Westbury, NY: Femi~~:6 t )~ress ,  
1979) and We Are Your S is te rs :  Black Women i n  t he  Nineteenth Century (New 
Y ork: Norton, 1984) . 

For  a f u l l  review o f  When and Where I Enter: The Impact o f  Black Women 
on Race and Sex i n  America, see my "Movers and Shakers" i n  The Women's Review 
o f  Books, v.1, no.12 (September 1984). pp.10-11. 

Host bu t  not  a l l  o f  t h e  con t r i bu to rs  t o  t h i s  volume i d e n t i f y  themselves 
as b lack  lesb ian  feminists.  Exceptions inc lude June Jordan and A l i c e  Walker. 
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Autobiographical  w r i t i n g s  -- inc lud ing  nar ra t i ves ,  j ou rna l  s, d i a r i e s  and 
l e t t e r s  -- have been elevated t o  a p r i v i l e g e d  s ta tus  by many Uni ted States 
f e m i n i s t  scholars. These autobiographical  w r i t i n g s  are considered to r e f l e c t  
unambiguously and t r u t h f u l l y  t he  "vo ice o f  personal experience" (Mary Loui se 
Briscoe, p.ix). Most o f  t h e  works under review here espouse t h i s  view. 
Language i s  r a r e l y  mentioned (a l though s t y l e  sometimes i s )  as a problem t o  be 
inves t iga ted .  Autobiography i s  presented as an unproblematic and usefu l  genre 
p rov id ing  us w i th  p r i de  i n  our l o s t  her i tage  and an a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  our 
d i v e r s i t y  i n  un i t y .  Feminist  scholarship has encouraged the  re issu ing  o f  
neglected autobi ographical  t e x t s  and the w r i t i n g  o f  new autobiographical  



t ex t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  those by h i t h e r t o  s i l e n t  groups: women o f  c o l o r  and 
1 esbians. 

Wi th in  t h e  same h i s t o r i c a l  context,  however, autobiography has been a 
focus o f  d iscussion concerning the on to log ica l  s tatus o f  t h e  subject, t h e  
f i c t i t i o u s  aspects of i d e n t i t y  and t h e  Ideologies I m p l i c i t  i n  t he  conventions 
o f  s t o r y t e l l i n g .  Theoret ica l  w r i t i n g s  by Benveniste, Lacan, Barthes, Derrida, 
and Foucaul t  in fo rm those c r i t i c a l  pos i t i ons  t h a t  emphasize the  I n e v i t a b l e  
reproduc t ion  o f  stereotypes i n  t e x t s  t h a t  i m i t a t e  r e a l i s t i c  modes o f  
s t o r y t e l l i n g ,  i n  readings t h a t  make no attempt t o  problematlze language, t o  
see i t as a h i s t o r i c a l  and symbolic context  with, so t o  speak, a l i f e  o f  i t s  
own. (1 )  

Fty awn reading o f  recent  Un i ted  States fem in i s t  discourse on autobiography 
has invo lved  moving between the common sense be1 l e f  i n  the transmi ss ion  o f  an 
experience t h a t  e x i s t s  outs ide language and a c r i t i q u e  o f  t h a t  be1 i e f .  It i s  
no longer  des i rab le  t o  separate t he  study o f  women's autobiography, 
re inv igo ra ted  i n  t he  Un i ted  Sta tes  since t h e  l a t e  1960s by t h e  fem in i s t  
i nqu i r y ,  from the  study o f  auto-bio- r a  h , re inv igora ted  I n  Western Europe 
and the  Un l ted  States s ince the  l a t e  smgbF by t h e  structuralist and 
p o s t s t r u c t u r a l i s t  i nqu i r l es .  

It i s  I n  t h e  forwards and t h e  prefaces t o  the reference works revlewed 
' here t h a t  t h e  be1 l e f  i n  a con t inu ing  women's experience and i t s  presence i n  

autobiography i s  s ta ted  most expl i c i t l y .  P a t r i c i a  Addis, I n  Through a Woman's 
I, presents 2,217 t i t l e s  f o r  t he  per iod  1946-1976. She inc ludes under - 
autobiographica l  w r i t i n g s  l e t t e r s ,  d i a r i e s ,  journa ls ,  memoirs, reminlscences 
and t r a v e l  accounts. The e n t r i e s  focus on the  contents o f  t he  l i f e :  "She 
t e l l s  o f  her marriage.... She explores a ser les  o f  s l g n i f l c a n t  changes i n  her 
1 i fe . .  .. She presents h e r s e l f  as t y p l c a l  . ... She I s  widowed .... She w r i t e s  
w l t h  nos ta lg ia .  .. ." 

I n  Amerlcan Autobiography, 1945-1980, .Mary Louise Br iscoe l i s t s  5,008 
t i t l e s .  w i t h  m e n  authors1 names i nd l ca ted  bv an as te r i sk  w i t h l n  t he  tex t .  
Here, too, autobiography i s  d e f l  ned t o  i n c l u d i  memo1 rs ,  d l a r i e s ,  j ou rna l  s and 
1 e t t e r s .  B r i  scoe' s i n t r o d u c t i o n  conta ins a welJ-formulated d lagnos t ic  
statement on t h e  importance o f  autobiographical  w r i t i ngs ,  one t o  which most 
Un i ted  States .feminist c r i t i c s  would subscribe: 

Faced by t h e  confusion o f  modern 1 i fe, bo th  general and 
scho la r l y  readers have turned t o  the vo ice o f  personal 
experience i n  order t o  b e t t e r  understand contemporary 
cu l t u re .  Scholars i n  many humani s t i c  f i e l d s  (e.g., American 
Studies, L i t e ra tu re ,  Women's Studies, Black Studies, and 
Social  H i s t o r y )  have begun t o  recognize autobiography as an 
important  a r t  form. (p.1) 

Th i s  b ib l i og raphy  a lso  i t k l udes  a subject  index w i t h  references t o  " Important 
personal experience and li f e  sty1 e.. .hi s t o r i c  events.. .hi s t o r l c  
periods.. .significant f r i ends  and colleagues. ..ethnic backgrounds.. .etc." 

Carolyn H. Rhodes i n  her "Forward" t o  F i r s t  Person Female American 
emphasi zes t h e  femin is t  ( c o l l a b o r a t i v e  and cooperat ive) process through which 
t h i s  b ib l iography  o f  333 works by 224 "American" women was compiled by 114 



women and men. I n  t he  "Preface," Rhodes i n s i s t s  on the urgency o f  t h e  
p ro jec t ,  the need, i n  women's studies, f o r  t h i s  b ib l i og raph i ca l  t oo l .  She i s  
very e x p l i c i t  about t he  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  pro jec t :  t h e  per iod 
covered was chosen d e l i b e r a t e l y  i n  order  t o  consider the e f f e c t  o f  t h e  present 
f em in i s t  movement on women's l i v e s ;  t he  p a r t i c u l a r  corpus was selected i n  the 
hope t h a t  present ing " the  1 i ves  o f  rea l  women as t o l d  by themselves w i l l  
counterbalance some o f  t he  negat ive images o f  women which are  so prominent i n  
t h e  f i c t i o n  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  assigned f o r  students t o  read" (pp.xx-xxi). As i n  
t h e  other  b ib l iograph ies ,  t h e  e n t r i e s  here emphasize t h e  "author 's  search f o r  
i d e n t i t y  ." However, a1 ong w i t h  a content  sumnary there  i s  a1 so an eva lua t ion  
o f  the book's usefulness f o r  women's s tud ies  and a survey o f  t h e  book's 
c r i t i c a l  recept ion. FPFA a lso  inc ludes a l i s t  o f  t o p i c s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  - women's studles. It i s  an exce l l en t  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  a Un i ted  States fem in i s t  
perspec t ive  on autobiographical  w r i t i n g  and the  c r l  t i c a l  discourse t h a t  ex to l  s 
it. 

I have inc luded as the  concluslon t o  t he  sec t ion  on b ib l l oa raoh i ca l  
re ference works, t h e  brochure t h a t  announces the  fi fty-one vol  he :  o f  Slgnal 
L ives:  Autobiographies o f  American Women. Baxter' s c r i  t l c k l  discourse 
resembles t h a t  of t h e  b ib l iographers:  

Women's autoblographies expose worlds of feel i n g  and 
experience, aspi r a t i o n  and achlevement t h a t  a re  r a r e l y  found 
e l  sewhere.. .. The authent ic  voices o f  women speaking t o  
t h e i r  successors i n  t h e  present have a s t r i k i n g  power t o  
persuade. That power resides i n  t h e  c lose  communion women 
needed t o  malnta in w i th  t he  deeper cur ren ts  o f  l i f e .  
Autobiography has been perhaps t h e i r  most e f f e c t i v e  means o f  
expressing t h i  s camnunion and through it, ce l  e b r a t i  ng one o f  
t h e  special  c o n t i n u i t i e s  o f  human experience. 

The sample b ib l i og raph i ca l  e n t r i e s  t h a t  f o l l o w  present resumes o f  t h e  content  
o f  l l f e  events -- t h e  elements o f  t h e  s t o r  -- w i t h  no concern f o r  t he  $: discourse. "Experience" cont lnues t o  be t e key word. 

The m a j o r l t y  o f  t he  fourteen c r i t i c a l  'essays i n  Wanen's Au tob iog raph~  
r e l t e r a t e  t he  same assumptions about women's experlence t h a t  pervade the 
b i  b l  iographies. E d i t o r  E s t e l l  e J e l  inek i n s i s t s  on the  d l  f ference between 
women's autobiography and the  male t r a d i t i o n .  ( 2 )  The d i f f e rence  i n  t e x t s  
produced i s  understood t o  represent t h e  d l  f ference i n  women's and men's l i v e d  
experience. There are; however, several c r i  t i c a l  essays i n  t h l s  c o l l e c t i o n  
t h a t  do more than J e l  inek would have them do, proposing an analys is  t h a t  
subverts e x l s t i n g  academic categories. I should l i k e  t o  focus on two o f  these 
essays. 

I n  "Gertrude S t e i n  and the Problem o f  Autobiography," James E. B r e s l i n  
dea ls  w i t h  a quest ion fundamental t o  S t e i n  and t o  autobiography. This  i s  t h e  
n o t i o n  o f  i d e n t i t y ,  whlch S te in  r e j e c t s  as an a r t i  f l c i a l  construct ion.  
B r e s l i n  analyzes how The Autobiography o f  A l i c e  B. Toklas both admits and 
transcends t h e  category o f  s e l f  and i d e n t i t y :  "Gertrude Ste in  does not  have an 
i d e n t i t y ;  i n  at tempting t o  present her ' s e l f '  she created i n  The Autobiography 
o f  A l i c e  B. Toklas a book w i t h  an e lus lve  center  and a discont inuous design" 
(p.152). Ne i ther  Je l  inek nor  Bresl  i n  ra ises  t h e  quest ion o f  how undoing t h e  
concept o f  i d e n t i t y  might be usefu l  t o  a femin is t  analysis.  This  i s  an area 
which fem in i s t  c r i t i c s  i n te res ted  i n  autobiography might be encouraged t o  
pursue. 



I n  a s i m i l a r  fashion, Annette Kolodny i n  her essay, "The Lady's Not f o r  
Spurning: Kate M i l l e t t  and the Cr i t i c s , "  goes beyond d e s c r i p t i v e  o r  
p r e s c r l  p t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  t o  analyze the  c r i t i c a l  recept ion given Kate MI1 l e t t ' s  
autobiography. Kolodny weaves the  many meanings o f  " f l y i ng1 '  i n t o  a 
t h e o r e t l c a l  proposl t i o n  on the "determinat ion t o  push aside t h e  accepted 
boundaries o f  n a r r a t i v e  content" (p.249). A1 though her argument a1 so re1 l e s  
on the  presupposition t h a t  women and men l i v e  d i f f e r e n t  1 i ves  and the re fo re  
w r i t e  d l f f e r e n t  k lnds o f  books, Kolodny I s  sens i t l ve  t o  quest ions o f  l i t e r a r y  
convention, processes o f  readlng and c u l t u r a l  def  I n 1  t lons.  She proceeds by 
means o f  ana lys ls  and I s  not  s a t i s f l e d  w l t h  assert ions. 

The autobiographies discussed i n  Women's Autoblographles a re  by l l t e r a r y  
and lo r  p o l l t l c a l l y  a c t l v e  women and range from the seventeenth through t h e  
twentieth centuries. Because o f  t h e  tendency t o  mask language w l t h  
experlence, these d i f f e rences  between t h e  m e n  autobiographers are sometimes 
erased. 

There a re  fou r  other  a r t i c l e s  pub11 shed s ince  1980 t h a t  I would 11 ke t o  . 
ment l  on. They make s lgn l  f l c a n t  c o n t r i  bu t lons  t o  recent femlni  s t  x h o l  a rsh lp  
on autoblography, and they pe rs l s t ,  each I n  I t s  own way, i n  maklng c r l t l c a l  
d l s t l n c t l o n s  and unexpected connectlons. 

Mary G. Mason's "The Other  Volce: Autobiographles o f  Women Wri tersn 
J analyzes t h e  autoblographlcal  -writings o f  Margaret Cavendish (Duchess o f  

Newcastle), J u l l a n  of Norwlch, Margery Kempe and Anne Bradstreet. Working on 
t h e  assumptlon t h a t  ma1 es and females have d l  f f e r e n t  experlences, Mason 
observes pat terns I n  these e a r l y  autobiographies t h a t  d i f f e r  from t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  August lnlan o r  Rousseaui st. paradigms, especlal  l y  I n  t h e  re1 a t l o n  
t o  the "other." She malnta lns t h a t  I n  women's autobiographical w r l  t l ng ,  "The 
disclosure o f  female s e l f  i s  l i n k e d  t o  the l d e n t l f l c a t l o n  o f  some 'other"' 
( p.210). 

Nancy K. M i l l e r ' s  "Wanen's Autobiography I n  France: For a D l a l  e c t l c s  o f  
I d e n t l  f l c a t i o n "  prov ides a c r l  t l q u e  o f  P h i l  lppe  Lejeune's I nd i f f e rence  to 
gender I n  h i s  L'Autoblographle en France (1971), and asks t h e  question, " I s  
t h e r e  a spec1 f i c l t y  t o  a temale re t rospec t ive ,  and where dl 1 It make l t s e l  f 
f e l t ? "  (p.260). M i l  1 e r  focuses on t h e  r e l a t l o n s h i p  t o  w r l t i n g  of f ou r  women 
w r l t e r s  (George Sand, Danlel  Stern, Co le t t e  and Slmone de Beauvolr), p o s i t i n g  
i n each female a u t o b l o g r a ~ h i c a l  tex t ,  " t h e  transcendence o f  t h e  f e d  n l  ne 
c o n d i t i o n  through w r l t l n g  (p.256). Gender and genre are l n e x t r l c a b l y  
en tw l  ned: 

The cog l t o  f o r  Sand, Stern and Beuvolr thus would seem t o  be: 
I w r l  t e  t he re fo re  I am. Wri t l n g  -- f o r  pub1 l c a t l o n  -- 
represents entrance I n t o  t he  world o f  others, and by means o f  
t h a t  passage a r e b l r t h ,  access t o  the s ta tus  o f  autonornous 
subject .  The tex tua l  i z a t l o n  o f  a female 'I' means escape 
from the  sphere inhabl ted by those ' r e l a t i v e  beings' (as ' 

Beauvolr has character ized m e n )  who experlence the  world 
on l y  through t h e  medlat ion of men. To w r i t e  i s  t o  corne out 
o f  t h e  nlngs and t o  appear, however b r i e f l y ,  cen t re  stage. 
( P-266) 

M i l  1 e r ' s  c l os ing  suggestion i s  t ha t  we read dialectical,ly t h e  autobiography 
w l t h  t h e  f i c t i o n  together  as t e x t ,  as does Germaine Bree i n  her essay- on 



George Sand, " F i c t i o n s  o f  Autobiography ." (3)  

This  tendency t o  d i s r u p t  t h e  mat te r  under d iscussion and t o  take r i s k s  
(and make leaps) i n  one's own w r i t i n g  i s  a1 so present i n  Barbara Johnsons's 
a r t i c l e ,  "My MonsterIMy Sel f ." She reads Mary She1 l e y ' s  Frankenstein, Nancy 
F r i d a y ' s  My MotherlMy S e l f  and Dorothy D inners te in 's  The Mermaid and the  
Minotaur as autobiographies and argues t h a t  "what i s  speci f i c a l  l y  femin fs t  i n  
eachbook  i s  d i r e c t l y  re la ted  t o  t h i s  s t rugg le  fo r  feminine authorship" (p.3). 
Her conclusion puts t he  quest ion o f  autobiography i n  t e rns  o f  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  the quest ion o f  mothering and the  quest ion o f  t h e  woman wr i t e r .  

The problem fo r  t he  female autobiographer i s ,  on the  one 
hand, t o  r e s i s t  t he  pressure o f  masculine autobiography as 
t h e  only  l i t e r a r y  genre ava i l ab le  f o r  her enterpr ise,  and, on 
t h e  other, t o  descr ibe a d i f f i c u l t y  i n  conforming t o  a female 
i dea l  which i s  l a r g e l y  a fantasy o f  t h e  masculine, no t  
feminine, imagination. The f a c t  t h a t  these t h r e e  books 
deploy a t heo r  o f  autobiography as monstros i ty  w i t h i n  t h e  71 framework o a l e s s  o v e r t l y  avowed s t rugg le  w i t h  t he  new 
ma te r i a l  o f  t h e  author 's  own l i v e s  and w r i t i n g  i s  perhaps, i n  
t h e  f i n a l  analysis,  p rec i se l y  what i s  most au tob iograph ica l l y  
f e r t i l e  and t e l l i n g  about them. (p.10) 

The autobiographies thus a lso beccme " tex tua l  dramatizat ions" o f  t h e  problems 
i nhe ren t  i n  t he  monstrousness o f  parenthood and sel fhood and o f  t h e  d iverse  ' ways i n  which monsters a re  re-produced. 

Margaret Cru i  kshank' s "Notes on Recent Lesbian Autobiographical  Wr i t ing"  
performs a very d i f f e r e n t  f unc t i on  from the  a r t i c l e s  by Mason, M i l l e r  and 
Johnson, and br ings  us back, w i t h  an expanded content, v i a  Kolodny, t o  t he  
reference b ib l iograph ies .  Cruikshank i s  eager t o  share w i t h  her readers t h e  
exci tement o f  a new f i e l d  t h a t  bare ly  ex i s ted  before 1980. She l i s t s  those 
t e x t s  by women o f  c o l o r  and by wh i te  m e n  t h a t  have been publ ished du r i ng  the  
pas t  f ou r  years i n  h i c h  t h e  f i r s t  person s ingu la r  r e f e r s  t o  i t s e l f  as 
lesb ian .  Cruikshank's theme i s  t h a t  t he  oppressed who have a p r i v i l e g e d  p o i n t  
of  view should w r i t e  t h e i r  experience and t h a t  furthermore they are doing j u s t  
t ha t .  This  i s  no time, t h e  n a r r a t o r  impl ies, f o r  problematizing. This  i s  t h e  
t ime  t o  w r i t e  It out. The wealth o f  recent lesb ian  autobiographical  w r i t i n g  
i s  presented as one o f  t h e  important  e f f e c t s  produced by a " f u l l  decade o f  
feminism" (p.20). 

Recent f em in i s t  schol a rsh ip  on autobiography i s ,  on the  one hand, 
resur rec t ing ,  cata loguing and keeping t r a c k  o f  those t e x t s  by m e n  t h a t  have 
been re1 egated to the margins and, on the  other, it i s  problemat iz ing and 
t h e o r i z i n g  about those categor ies t h a t  have produced margins. Although I 
sometimes wish t h a t  both a c t i v i t i e s  were beins c a r r i e d  out i n  t he  same tex t .  
i t  i s  a p leasure to b r i n g  them together  i n  t he  space provided by Feminist  

. 
C o l l  ect ions.  

-- E l a i n e  Marks 

[E la ine  Marks has been d i r e c t i n g  the  Women's Studies Research Center and 
teaches i n  t h e  Department o f  French and I t a l i a n  a t  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Wisconsin-Madison. She i s  present ly  e d i t i n g  a volume o f  c r i t i c a l  essays on 
Simone de Beauvoir f o r  t he  G.K. Hal l  ser ies  on World L i t e r a t u r e .  Her research 
i n t e r e s t s  inc lude theor ies  o f  autobiography and biography, French women 



w r i t e r s  and the femin is t  i n q u i r y  .I 

NOTES - 
I should l i k e  t o  r e f e r  t he  reader t o  f i v e  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  con f ron t  the 

h i  s t o r l c a l  and epi  stem01 og ica l  posl t l o n  o f  autobiography and perform. 
t h e o r e t i c a l  de-construct ions o f  an unexamlned concept o f  autobiography: Paul 
DeMan, "Autoblography as De-facement," Modern Language Notes 95, no.5 
(December 1979), 919-930; Mlchael Ryan, "Sel f-Evidence," D i a c r i t i c s  10, no.2 
(Summer 1980), pp.2-16; Mlchael Spr lnker ,  " F l c t l o n s  o f  t he  Se l f :  The End o f  
Autoblography?" I n  Autoblography: Essays Theoret ica l  and C r l  t i c a l  , ed. James 
Olney (Pr inceton:  Pr inceton Un ivers l  t y  Press, 1980), pp.321-342; Candace Lang, 
"Autoblography I n  t he  Aftermath o f  Romantlclsm," D i a c r i t i c s  12, n0.4 (Wtnter, 
1982), pp.2-16. Susan Stanford Frledman ra ises  some o f  these same questlons 
I n  "Theories o f  Autoblography and F l c t l o n s  o f  t he  S e l f  I n  H.D.'s Canon," a 
paper presented a t  the M.L.A. December, 1983. 

J e l l n e k  a lso  takes pains t o  assure readers t h a t  t he  c o l l e c t l o n  I s  no t  
u n l f o n n l y  f em ln l s t  I n  vlewpolnt; "While some of t he  essays r e f l e c t  t h e  
c r l t l c s 8  f e m l n l s t  sympathies, t h e  anthology as a whole supports no p a r t i c u l a r  
philosophy, and a l l  t he  essays are  w r l t t e n  I n  t h e  s p l r i t  of academlc 
o b j e c t i v i t y ,  desc r l b lng  ra the r  than prescr lb lng"  (p.xl). This  apology f o r  
exp l  l c l t l y  ' f em ln l s t  synpathles" and Ins1 stence on "academlc object1 v l t y "  as 
d e s c r i p t i o n  betrays t h e  fundamentally a p o l l t l c a l  and a theore t lca l  stance o f  
t h e  anthology. 

Germalne ~ r e ' e ,  "F l c t l ons  o f  Autobiography ," Nineteenth-Century French 
Stud ies  4, no.4 ( S m e r  1976), pp.438-449. 
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