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FROm THE EDITORS 
The guest e d i t o r i a l  which f o l l o w s  was w r i t t e n  by our  co l ledgue,  L inda Shul t .  
L inda  has worked i n  t h e  o f f i c e  s ince  t h e  f a l l  o f  1981, and as h a l f - t i m e  
a s s i s t a n t  t o  Susan Searing (Cathy Loebls "o the r  h a l f " )  s i n c e  January 1983. 
She has l abo red  l ong  and hard  t o  get  our  o f f i c e  on t h e  path towards automation 
( i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  he r  many o t h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ) .  We decided r e c e n t l y  t h a t  i t  
was t i m e  t o  a p p r i s e  our readers o f  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  work going on behind t h e  
scenes, and i n v i t e d  L inda t o  t e l l  t h e  s to ry .  We welcome you r  response t o  t h i s  
e d i t o r i a l ,  as well. as any s t o r i e s  you migh t  want t o  share w i t h  us o f  you r  own 
t u s s l e s  w i t h  a computer. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

LIVING WITH THE COMPUTER 

Three o f  us went t o  p i c k  up t h e  Apple when i t  a r r i v e d  i n  October o f  1981 a t  
t h e  l o c a l  computer s to re .  A combinat ion o f  exc i tement  and apprehension r a n  
t h r o u g h  us as we f i r s t  p u t  our  hands on t h e  machine -- o r  r a t h e r  on t h e  boxes 
c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  machine and i t s  r e l a t e d  equipment. We c a r r i e d  t h e  va r i ous  
p a r t s  back t o  our  o f f i c e ,  c a r e f u l l y  unpacked them, and fo l l owed  t h e  manuals as 
w e l l  as we c o u l d  i n  p u t t i n g  t h e  t h i n g  toge ther .  ( I t  was t o  be p rophe t i c  t h a t  

' no one was w i l l i n g  t o  he1 p us se t  i t up; once we had p a i d  f o r  t h e  computer, i t  
seemed, we were on our own.) Sure enough, i t  a c t u a l l y  worked -- i t  beeped and 
w h i r r e d  and p r i n t e d  t h i n g s  on t h e  v ideo  screen and on t h e  l i t t l e  thermal 
p r i n t e r .  How e x c i t i n g !  A r e a l  computer i n  our  m ids t !  What g rea t  p lans we 
had f o r  t h i s  wonder o f  modern technology. 

It was L inda  Parker ,  t h e  L ib ra r i an -a t -La rge  a t  t h e  t ime,  who had decided t h a t  
o u r  o f f i c e  must have a computer. She had v i s i o n s  o f  database searching i n  t h e  
f i e l d  o f  women's s t u d i e s  (a r e l a t i v e l y  unchar ted f i e l d  a t  t h e  t ime) ,  as d i d  
ano ther  s t a f f  member, Caro lyn P l a t t ,  who had prev ious  exper ience w i t h  
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  databases. There were a l s o  p lans t o  use t h e  computer f o r  our  
ever-expanding m a i l i n g  l i s t ,  and t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o j e c t ,  o f  course, was t p  be 
management o f  t h e  overwhelming back log o f  cit,ations ga the r i ng  d a i l y  f o r  ou r  
New Books on Women & Feminism p u b l i c a t i o n .  What a t ime-saver  t h i s  machine 
shou ld  be. 

O f  course, no th ing  i s  ever  q u i t e  as easy as i t  sounds, and w i t h  computers, t h e  
t i m e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  developing computer l i t e r a c y  and g e t t i n g  t h e  machine t o  do 
what you want i t  t o  can seem l i k e  gross waste. The word process ing program we 
were us ing  f o r  l e t t e r s ,  r e p o r t s ,  e tc .  was ext remely cumbersome -- i t  was o f t e n  
f a s t e r  and e a s i e r  s imply  t o  use t h e  t y p e w r i t e r  r a t h e r  than  stumble th rough 
w i t h  Super text .  The t i n y  thermal p r i n t e r  w i t h  i t s  strangely-shaped charac te rs  
q u i c k l y  had t o  g i v e  way t o  a l e t t e r - q u a l i t y  p r i n t e r  whose ou tpu t  was much more 
l e g i b l e .  The da ta  management program t h a t  was meant t o  handle New Books i n p u t  
had some annoying l i m i t a t i o n s  as we1 1 ; f o r  one t h i n g ,  i t  would p r i n t  on l y  i n  
c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s ,  and we cou ld  imagine our  readers s t r a i n i n g  w i t h  reddened eyes 
t h rough  a l eng thy  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  such unvary ing p r i n t .  We managed t o  use t h e  
Apple f o r  i n p u t t i n g  our  m a i l i n g  l i s t  t o  a program a t  t h e  campus computing 
c e n t e r ,  b u t  t h e  cos t  i n  d o l l a r s  and hours necessary t o  se t  up and m a i n t a i n  i t  
began t o  seem exho rb i t an t .  



So t h e  search began fo r  t h e  app rop r i a te  software (programs) t o  meet our  needs. 
Ga in ing  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  gargantuan New Books p r o j e c t  was seen a t  t h i s  p o i n t  as 
t h e  p r imary  need. Therefore, da ta  management was t h e  t ype  o f  program we 
needed most -- a  program t h a t  would a l l o w  us t o  i n p u t  a l l  types of 
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  i n fo rma t i on ;  t h a t  would s o r t  t h a t  i n fo rma t i on  a l  phabe t i ca l  l y  and 
by sub jec t ;  and t h a t  would a l s o  a1 low us t o  search our  computer f i l e s  f o r  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  au thor  o r  book t i t l e  o r  ISBN number. 

Unfor tuna te1  y, 1  i b r a r i e s  have not been t h e  pr imary customers computer people 
have had i n  mind as they  have developed t h e  bew i l de r i ng  a r ray  of programs f o r  
microcomputers. Businesses and educat ion, yes. But a  program t o  handle 
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  i n fo rma t i on?  I f  t h e  program we looked a t  a l lowed bo th  upper and 
1  ower case charac te rs ,  chances a re  i t  would no t  a1 low more than  40 charac te rs  
f o r  a  t i t l e  o r  an annota t ion .  I f  a  program al lowed v i r t u a l l y  u n l i m i t e d  l e n g t h  
f o r  a  t i t l e  f i e l d ,  i t  most l i k e l y  wou ldn ' t  permi t  more than  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
f i e l d s .  Where would we put  pub l i she r ,  date, p r i c e  i n fo rma t i on?  

By t h i s  t i m e  t h e  new l i b r a r i a n ,  Susan Searing, had been on t h e  j o b  long  enough 
t o  be g e t t i n g  impa t i en t  w i t h  what t h e  computer would - n o t  do. Since I was t h e  
o n l y  one i n  t h e  o f f i c e  who had a c t u a l l y  taken a  computer course and had been 
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  m a i l i n g  l i s t  and t h e  search f o r  workable programs, Susan 
decided t h a t  g e t t i n g  t h e  computer beyond t h e  " c l e v e r  gadget" s tage should be 
one o f  my j o b  p r i o r i t i e s .  The f r u s t r a t i n g  search f o r  a p p r o p r i a t e  so f tware  

' cont inued u n t i l  we f i n a l l y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  Apple -- geared p r i m a r i l y  f o r  
games and educat iona l  so f tware  -- was probably  not  t h e  computer we needed. 
Several  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  computers had come on t h e  market du r i ng  t h e  
i n t e r i m ,  f o r  a  s l i g h t l y  h i ghe r  bu t  not- too-unreasonable p r i ce .  We gathered 
t h e  op in ions  o f  severa l  campus m ic ro  users on a  p a r t i c u l a r  software package 
( t h i s  t i m e  we were going t o  do i t  r i g h t  and s e l e c t  t h e  so f tware  f i r s t )  and saw 
a  demonstrat ion o f  i t  on an IBM-PC. PFS:File seemed t o  be ab le  G n d l e  most 
o f  ou r  s p e c i f i c  needs f o r  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  inpu t .  A f t e r  examining severa l  o f  t h e  
o t h e r  new genera t ion  o f  micros, we swallowed hard and i n  J u l y  o f  1983 went f o r  
t h e  "Baby Blue," t h e  IBM-PC. Due t o  an -outstanding deal o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  by a  l o c a l  computer o u t l e t ,  i t  even became f e a s i b l e  f o r  us t o  
purchase t h e  XT v e r s i o n  ( t h e  hard d isk ,  w i t h  much g r e a t e r  s torage capac i ty ) .  
We were now t r u l y  i n  t h e  b ig- t ime.  \ 

O f  course, it s t i l l  has no t  been a l l  t h a t  easy t o  automate ou r  t o t a l  o f f i c e  
opera t ion .  We soon d iscovered t h a t  our  fancy l e t t e r -qua1  i t y  p r i n t e r ,  a  s e r i a l  
(one-b i  t - a t -a - t ime )  machine, doesn ' t  get  a1 ong a1 1  t h a t  we1 1  w i t h  t h e  IBM-PC, 
which was made p r i m a r i l y  t o  work w i t h  p a r a l l e l  (8 -b i t s -a t -a - t ime)  p r i n t e r s .  
C a l l s  f o r  h e l p  t o  t h e  respec t i ve  computer and p r i n t e r  manufacturers ( t r y  
g e t t i n g  th rough t o  anyone who r e a l l y  knows any th ing  a t  IBM!) proved f u t i l e .  
And o f  course, we had a l ready  bought t h e o m p u t e r  -- no t  much he lp  a v a i l a b l e  
f rom t h e  r e t a i l e r  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  e i t h e r .  

Meanwhile, we had t o  f i n d  a  new communications program so t h a t  our  machine 
cou ld  t a l k  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  Sperry 1100 which h e l d  our  m a i l i n g  l i s t  c a p t i v e  a t  
t h e  computing center ,  and so t h a t  we cou ld  c a l l  up databases across t h e  
coun t r y  f o r  computer searches. We found such a  program, b u t  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  
problem g e t t i n g  a1 1  t h e  IBM func t i ons  t o  work w h i l e  we a r e  communicating. And 
o f  course, we have had t o  wade through t h e  f a t  manual t h a t  supposedly exp la ins  
t h e  DOS, t h e  Disk Operat ing System t h a t  makes t h e  whole machine work. I f  



you 've  ever  heard h o r r o r  s t o r i e s  about incomprehensible computer manual s  o r  
d e a l t  w i t h  some you rse l f ,  you can imagine how s imple i t  has been t o  f i g u r e  ou t  
t h e  DOS. 

Somewhere a long t h e  l i n e  we r e a l i z e d  we a l s o  needed a word process ing program. 
Cathy Loeb, t h e  o f f i c e  computer skep t i c ,  had suddenly tu rned i n t o  a computer 
f a n a t i c ,  and no th ing  would do b u t  t h a t  we immediately f i n d  a program t o  handle 
t h e  massive amount o f  w r i t i n d e d i  t i n s  she undertakes r e s u l a r l v  as co-edi t o r  o f  
o u r  Femin i s t  C o l l e c t i o n s  newi1et ter . -  Susan, 1  ikewise,  was anxious t o  be ab le  
t o  "word process"  repo r t s ,  proposals,  and memos. 

We u l t i m a t e l y  se lec ted  P r o o f w r i t e r  -- thanks once more t o  several  campus 
recommendations, a  t u t o r i a l  t r i a l  , pl'us t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  program's developer 
i s  i n  Madison (and thus  a v a i l a b l e  i n  a  p inch  f o r  ass is tance,  as d i s t a n t  
manufacturers  a re  no t ) .  Cathy has a1 ready exerc ised  t h e  program thorough1 y , 
t e s t i n g  i t s  a b i l i t i e s  w i t h  footnotes,  marg in  c o n t r o l s ,  indented paragraphs, 
etc., and Sue has mastered t h e  p roduc t ion  o f  (shudder!) form l e t t e r s .  

We're s t i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  i n  t h e  l e a r n i n g  stages: t h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  i s sue  o f  - FC 
produced on t h e  computer; New Rooks No. 8 i s  i n  process on t h e  IBM; and 
s tudent  a s s i s t a n t  P o r t e r  O 'Ne i l  l i s  f i g u r i n g  ou t  how t o  use t h e  computer f o r  
some of  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n  Femin is t  Pe r i od i ca l s .  The l a b e l s  on t h e  envelope 
c a r r y i n g  t h i s  i ssue  o f  6C were p r i n t e d  v i a  our own l i t t l e  IBM m a i l i n g  l i s t  
program. Though we h a v G 1 t  done any programming o f  our  own, we have learned 
how t o  i n s t a l l  boards and memory ch ips  i n  t h e  innards  o f  t h e  machine, and have 
begun t o  master  t h e  mys te r ies  o f  d i r e c t o r i e s  and paths and t r e e s  and back ing 
up f i l e s .  

Our grand hopes fo r  t h e  f u t u r e  i n c l u d e  p r o v i d i n g  index ing  and perhaps even 
produc ing  cumula t i ve  e d i t i o n s  o f  New Books. We hope t o  be ab le  t o  handle 
o f f i c e  budget work and o t h e r  records on t h e  computer. The IBM should make i t  
p o s s i b l e  t o  e a s i l y  update t o p i c a l  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  and p o s s i b l y  t o  computer 
t y p e s e t  ou r  news le t t e r .  We undoubtedly have much l e a r n i n g  y e t  t o  do (we seem 
t o  d i scove r  something new about t h e  machine every day), so i t  i s  i n v a l u a b l e  t o  
have access t o  o t h e r  l o c a l  users who have- s t rugg led  through many o f  t h e  same 
problems. And we a re  a c t u a l l y  beginning t o  see r e s u l t s  accrue from t h e  
immense t i m e  and e f f o r t  expended i n  g e t t i n g  our o f f i c e  automated. 

-- Linda Shu l t  

FEmlNlST VISIONS 
The 1980s mark t h e  second decade o f  t h e  f e m i n i s t  f i l m  movement. Although i t  
i s  t o o  e a r l y  f o r  any d e f i n i t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  women's f i l m s  i n  t h e  '80s, 
announcements o f  recent  re leases from over  20 f i l m  d i s t r i b u t o r s  seem t o  
suggest a  t r e n d  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  and focus o f  new women's f i l m s  t h a t  o f f e r s  
new p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  use i n  t h e  classroom. 

A r ecen t  s tudy o f  t h e  f i r s t  t e n  years o f  f e m i n i s t  f i lmmaking1 descr ibes two 

1. Jan Rosenberg, Women's Re f l ec t i ons :  The Femin is t  F i lm  Movement. Ann 
Arbor,  M I :  U M I  Research Press, 1983. 



types o f  documentaries t h a t  charac ter ized  t h e  '70s: t h e  s o c i a l  i ssue 
documentary and t h e  personal p o r t r a i t  documentary. By 1977, most o f  t h e  250 
f i l m s  t h a t  made up t h e  f e m i n i s t  f i l m  movement f e l l  i n t o  these categor ies.  
These f i l m s  de f i ned  women's issues ( l i k e  abor t ion ,  day care, h e a l t h  care, 
women ' s  work) i n  terms o f  t h e  shared, s o c i a l  l y  s t r u c t u r e d  l i m i t a t i o n s  and 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  t h a t  women s u f f e r  as a group. The vas t  m a j o r i t y  suggested a 
broad u n i t y  i n  a1 1 women's fxperiences d e s p i t e  t h e i r  s o c i a l ,  economic, r a c i a l ,  
and h i s t o r i c a l  d i  f ferences.  

From t h e  announcements o f  r e c e n t l y  re leased women's f i l m s ,  i t  seems t h a t  t h e  
energy o f  many f e m i n i s t  f i lmmakers cont inues t o  be d i  r ec ted  toward producing 
i s s u e  o r  p o r t r a i t  documentaries. But u n l i k e  f i l m s  o f  t h e  '70s, these new 
f i l m s  have begun t o  exp lo re  and analyze t h e  d i v e r s i t  o f  women's experiences 
and t h e  l o c a l  p o i n t s  o f  s t r u c t u r e d  oppressions ---Td an m i t a t i o n s  t h a t  a f f e c t  
d i  f f e r e n m u p s  o f  women d i f f e r e n t l y :  b lack  women i n  t h e  Un i ted  States,  b lack  
women l i v i n g  under apar the id  i n  South Afr ica,  pregnant women, women w i t h  
d i  sabi  1 i t i e s ,  immigrant women. Whi le re lease3 s ince  1980 do cont inue t o  
suggest commonal i t i e s  i n  women's experiences, t h e  grounds f o r  u n i t y  a re  no t  
always r e a d i l y  apparent and might  even be problematic.  

These f i 1 ms chal 1 enge t h e i  r audiences t o  recogni ze t h e  r e a l  and consequenti a1 
d i f f e r e n c e s  among women o f  d i f f e r e n t  races, c lasses, a b i l i t i e s ,  sexual 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  and h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  They c a l l  on audiences t o  i n t e g r a t e  
t h i s  awareness o f  d i f f e r e n c e  i n t o  d iscuss ions  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  women i n  
t h e i r  s o c i e t i e s  and i n t o  t h e  fo rmu la t i on  o f  p lans and p o l i c i e s  f o r  s o c i a l  
change. And they  t r y  t o  produce a sense o f  u n i t y  w i t h  a l l  women t h a t  
preserves and acknowledges t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  d i f f e rences  among them. 

The f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  o f  new f e m i n i s t  f i l m s  suggests t h e  scope o f  t h i s  trend. 

Sewing Woman--A Tale f o r  A1 1 Immigrants. (1982. 15 min. Ar thur  Dong. 
beepfocus Product ions. 530 r e n t a l  . I  Based on o r a l  h i  s t o r i e s  of a Chinese 
immigrant woman, t h i s  f i l m  f o l l o w s ' t h e  s t o r y  o f  her l i f e  from an arranged 
mar r i age  a t  13 through immigra t ion  and work i n  t h e  garment f a c t o r i e s  o f  San 
Francisco. \ 

The E a r t h  I s  Our Home. (1980. 28 m i  n. E l i zabe th  Papapoff. The Media P ro jec t .  
$49 r e n t a l  . )This  f i l m  draws from t h e  memories o f  o l d e r  women o f  a P a i u t e  
t r i b e ,  t h e  l a s t  keepers o f  many t r i b a l  s u r v i v a l  s k i l l s ,  t o  recons t ruc t  a 
"Pa iu te  m a t e r i a l  l i feway ' :  t h e  ob jec t s  and t o o l s  produced by t h e  t r i b e  f o r  i t s  
phys i ca l  needs and sustenance. 

. 2. Notable except ions i nc lude  t h e  work o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women's F i l m  
P r o j e c t  -- f o r  example, The Double Da (1975) and Simplemente Jenny (1977). 

3. For  example, i n  one w 1 m Nicaraguan women i n  arms a re  descr ibed as 
"1 i v i n g  metaphors f o r  female re inven t i on " ;  s i m i l a r l y ,  a p o r t r a i t  o f  two Asian- 
American poets i s  descr ibed as "a f i l m  about tenderness and anger between 
mothers and daughters." See "Women i n  Arms" and "Mitsuye and N e l l i e "  i n  t h e  
l i s t  which fo l lows.  



Some o f  These Days. (1980. 60 min. E la ine  Velazquez. The Media Pro jec t .  $100 
r e n t a l  .) A p r o f i l e  o f  f o u r  women grapp l ing  w i t h  t h e  process o f  aging i n  
America. The i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and id iosyncrac i  es o f  t he  women chal lenge soci eta1 
no t ions  about " femini  n i  t y "  and the  01 der woman. 

Colour. (1982. 30 min. Warrington Hudl i  n, Denise Ol iver .  Black Filmmaker 
-tion. $75 ren ta l  .) A psychological p o r t r a i t  o f  two Black women, one 
l i gh t - sk inned ,  t h e  other  dark. Through t h e  use o f  dramatized in te rv iews  and 
f lashbacks,  t he  f i l m  reveals how color-c lass-caste d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  
b lack  community has shaped t h e  charac ters '  emotional 1 ives. 

Women i n  Arms. (1980. 59 min. V i c t o r i a  Schultz. Hudson River  Productions. 
00 ren ta l  .) Filmed i n  Nicaragua s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  overthrow o f  t h e  Somoza 

d i c t a t o r s h i p  by t h e  Sandi n i s t  National L i b e r a t i o n  Front,  t h i s  f i l m  examines 
t h e  p a r t  played by women i n  the  s t rugg le  aga ins t  Smoza and i n  the  
recons t ruc t i on  process t h a t  i s  changing Nicaraguan society.  

Pregnant But Equal : The F i g h t  f o r  Matern i ty  Benefi ts.  (1982. 24 min. Judy 
P m e r .  I ca rus  k i  lms. $45 ren ta l .  ) This f i l m  examines problems w i t h  enforc ing  
t h e  law t h a t  makes it i l l e g a l  f o r  employers t o  d i sc r im ina te  aga ins t  pregnant 
workers. A case study o f  one group o f  f a c t o r y  workers and t h e i r  f i g h t  f o r  
ma te rn i t y  b e n e f i t s  i l l u s t r a t e s  how women workers can ga in  t h e  equal r i g h t s  t o  
which they a re  e n t i t l e d .  The f i l m  stresses t h a t  o rgan iza t ion  i s  t h e  key 
f a c t o r  i n  t h e  defense o f  women's r i gh ts .  

A Wives' Tale. (1980. 73 min. Sopie Bissonnette, Mar t i n  Duckworth, Joyce 
'Rock. Document Associates, Inc. $100 r e n t a l  .) As wives o f  Canadian miners 
support t h e i r  s t r i k i n g  husbands, t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  enable them t o  ga in  a new 
sense o f  se l f -wor th  and o f  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  speak on t h e i r  own behalf .  They 
f i n d  themselves f i g h t i n g  not  j u s t  t h e  company, bu t  a lso  t h e i r  own t r a d i t i o n a l  
i s o l a t i o n  i n  t h e  home and t h e i r  husbands' res is tance t o  change. This f i l m  
documents t h e  t rans format ion  o f  t h e  personal and p u b l i c  l i v e s  o f  these women, 
a t rans fo rmat ion  which endured beyond th'e s t r i k e .  

Mi tsuye and N e l l i e .  (1981. 58 min. A l l i e  L i g h t  and I r v i n g  Saraf. L igh t -Sara f  
11 lms. $75 r e n t a l  .) A p o r t r a i t  of two women 'whose poetry expresses t h e  
immigrant experience o f  Asian-American wmen i n  a soc ie ty  contemptuous and 
susp ic ious  o f  "o r ien ta ls . "  It i s  about generat ional c o n f l i c t s  and t h e  
break ing down o f  stereotyped images o f  Asian-American women. 

South A f r i c a  Belongs t o  Us. (1982. 57 min. Chr is  Aust in, Peter  Chappell, and 
h t h  Weiss. Icarus t i lms.  $65 renta l . )  This f i l m  about b lack women i n  South 
A f r i c a  was shot s e c r e t l y  w i t h  t h e  help o f  two b lack women j o u r n a l i s t s .  The 
f i l m  makes c l e a r  the  devastat ing impact o f  apar the id  on b lack women and t h e  
b lack  fami l  y. 

See What I Sa . (1951. 24 min. Linda Chapman, Pam Leblanc, and Freddi 
i mmakers L i b r a r y ,  Inc. $45 renta l . )  Feminist  s inger H o l l y  Near d 

works t o  break through the  b a r r i e r  t h a t  separates t h e  hear ing and deaf 
communities, shar ing the  concert stage w i t h  Susan Freundl i c h ,  who incorporates 
mime, dance, and American Sign Language i n t o  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  l y r i c s .  



The Las t  t o  Know. '(1981. 45 min. Bonnie Friedman. New Day Films. 375 r e n t a l  .) 
Th i s  f i l m  addresses t h e  fac t  t h a t  n e a r l y  one-hal f  of t h e  est imated t e n  m i l l i o n  
a l c o h o l i c s  i n  t h e  Un i ted  Sta tes  a re  women, y e t  t h e i r  spec ia l  problems a re  
almost t o t a l l y  ignored. Concealed by fam i l i es ,  p ro tec ted  by f r i e n d s  and 
phys ic ians ,  these women a re  kept  i n v i s i b l e  and they themselves a re  o f t e n  t h e  
l a s t  t o  know. 

-- E l  i zabet h  El 1 swort  h  

[E l i zabe th  E l l s w o r t h  i s  a  l e c t u r e r  i n  t h e  Women's Studies Program a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i  sconsi n-Madi son, teach ing  Mass Media and t h e  Sexes, and Women 
i n  F i lm.  She i s  canp le t i ng  a  d i s s e r t a t i o n  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  uses o f  f i l m  
w i t h i n  t h e  f e m i n i s t  community.] 
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SPECIRL COLLECTIONS 
Almost everyone we know i s  a  book c o l l e c t o r .  Even a  f r i e n d  who asser ts  t h a t  
good books, l i k e  good fee l i ngs ,  must be passed around and shared keeps a  small 
she1 f o f  vo l  umes s h e l l  1  never p a r t  with.  But over t h e  years, some women have 
gone beyond t h e  hoarding o f  personal f a v o r i t e s  and have become systemat ic  
c o l l e c t o r s .  The i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  f e m i n i s t  scho la rsh ip  cannot be measured. 

Reca l l  , f o r  example, A l e t t a  H. Jacobs, t h e  f i r s t  female phys i c i an  i n  t h e  
Nether lands,  t h e  founder i n  1878 o f  t h e  f i r s t  b i r t h  c b n t r o l  c l i n i c  i n  t h e  
wor ld ,  and an ac t1  v i  s t  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  women's su f f rage  and p a c i f i s t  
movements o f  her  day. Jacobs developed t h e  Ger r i t sen  Co l l ec t i on ,  a  r i c h  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  some 4,000 books and p e r i o d i c a l s ,  now housed a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  



o f  Kansas and reproduced on mic ro f i che .  I n  t h e  mid-20th century,  Mir iam Y. 
Holden, a prominent clubwoman i n  New York C i t y  and champion o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  
women and m i n o r i t i e s ,  amassed a p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  some 6,000 volumes t h a t  
now res ides  a t  P r i nce ton  Un ive rs i t y .  I n  our own t ime, we watched Laura X t u r n  
he r  Berkeley home i n  t h e  l a t e  '60s and e a r l y  '70s i n t o  a l i b r a r y  o f  p r imary  
m a t e r i a l  s on t h e  women's l i b e r a t i o n  movement -- m a t e r i a l s  l a t e r  d ispersed t o  
t h e  Unf v e r s i  t y  o f  Wyoming and Northwestern U n i v e r s i t y ,  and m ic ro f i lmed  under 
t h e  t i t l e  Herstory.  

For some t ime,  we have had i n  mind an a r t i c l e  on l o c a l  f e m i n i s t  book 
c o l l e c t i n g .  Our i n q u i  r i e s  d iscovered a consensus t h a t  i n  Madison one o f  t h e  
more revered  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s  was i n  t h e  hands o f  Sue Goldwomon, a l o c a l  
a c t i v i s t .  Sue was q u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  t a l k  w i t h  us about her  c o l l e c t i n g  passion. 
She a b l y  demonstrates t h a t  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s  need no t  ga ther  dus t  u n t i l  they  
f i n d  t h e i r  way i n t o  l i b r a r i e s  o r  arch ives,  by sa le  o r  donat ion. C o l l e c t o r s  
can serve  as community resources, o f f e r i n g  t h e i r  books f o r  research, 
consc i  ousness-rai  s ing, and enter ta inment .  They exper ience bo th  t h e  j o y  o f  
ownership and t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  p rese rv ing  impor tan t  areas o f  women's 
c u l t u r e .  

A CONVERSATION WITH SUE GOLDWOMON 

CL: Why don' t you s t a r t  by t e l  l i n g  me when you began buying f e m i n i s t  and 
1 esb ian- femin i  s t  books? 

' SG: There was a p e r i o d  from about j u n i o r  h igh  u n t i l  about 1970 o r  ' 71  when I 
d i d n ' t  read any books a t  a l l .  I j u s t  s o r t  o f  l o s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  reading. I 
l o s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  school;  I was r e a l l y  bored. I came t o  co l lege ,  I d i d n ' t  
read. I f i n a l l y  stopped buying t h e  books; e v e n t u a l l y  I flunked ou t  of 
co l l ege .  I came ou t  i n  1968 -- 
CL: How o l d  were you? 
SG: Twenty. I n  1971 I got  i nvo l ved  w i t h  a l e s b i a n  group here i n  town, and 
r i g h t  then  was when a l o t  o f  t h e  l e s b i a n  w r i t i n g s  i n  t h e  women's movement 
r e a l l y  s t a r t e d  t o  happen w i t h  any g rea t  frequency. Tha t ' s  r e a l l y  t h e  t i m e  
t h a t  I got  i n t o  it, k i n d  o f  from t h e  very beginning. 
CL: Do you remember t h e  f i r s t  l e s b i a n  book youlread? 
SG: The f i r s t  was probably  Pat ience and-Sarah. It was c a l l e d  A Place fo r  
Us; t h a t  was i t s  o r i g i n a l  t i t l e .  \ 

: Do you remember how it a f f e c t e d  you? 
SG: We1 1 , i t  was r e a l  1 y amazing t o  read a book about women who loved each 
o t h e r  and cared about each o the r  and were some s o r t  of r o l e  models. It was 
something t h a t  I c o u l d  f i n a l l y  i d e n t i f y  wi th .  I s t a r t e d  then t o  vo rac ious l y  
l o o k  f o r  and read eve ry th jng  t h a t  I c o u l d  f i n d .  I got  h o l d  o f  Barbara G r i e r ' s  
The Lesbian i n  L i t e r a t u r e  b ib1  i ography. 
t L :  So d i d  you experience a rea l  change i n  your  whole f e e l i n g  about t h e  p lace  
o f  books i n  your  l i f e ?  

1. Isabe l  M i l l e r  (pseud. o f  Alma Routsong), A Place f o r  Us. New York: 
B leeker  S t r e e t  Press, 1969. T i t l e  changed t o  Pat ience and Sarah. New York: 
McGraw-Hi1 1 , 1971 ; New York: Fawcett Crest, 1983. 

2. Gene Damon (pseud. o f  Barbara G r i e r )  and Lee Stuar t ,  The Lesbian i n  
L i t e r a t u r e :  A B ib l iography.  San Francisco:  The Ladder, 1967. 2nd ed., Reno, 
NV:  The Ladder, 1975. 3 rd  ed., Tallahassee, FL: The Naiad Press, 1981. 



SG: Oh yeah -- suddenly I was very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  them. 
CL: Were you surpr ised? 
SG: No, i t  j u s t  f e l t  r i g h t .  It was r e a l l y  e x c i t i n g .  I would go t o  t h e  
l i b r a r y  -- Memorial L i b r a r y  -- I would go t o  t h e  card ca ta log  w i t h  my Lesbian 
i n  L i t e r a t u r e  b ib l i bg raphy ,  and then I would go look f o r  t h e  books. It was so 
d i s a p p o i n t i n g ,  because a g rea t  m a j o r i t y  o f  them were gone, even by then, and 
have never made the1 r re tu rn .  People had r ipped them o f f .  
CL: And A Room o f  One's Own (Feminis t  Bookstore) wasn' t  around a t  t h a t  t ime? 
SG: Oh no. 
CL: So how d i d  you f i n d  books? 
SG: I a l s o  went t o  t h e  P u b l i c  L ib ra ry .  But I go t  i n  a t h i n g  o f  going t o  used 
book s to res  t o  look  f o r  them, and t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  been t h e  b igges t  go ld  mine. I 
have a p r e t t y  l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  o l d  l esb ian  novels,  from t h e  '50s and i n t o  
t h e  '60s -- paperbacks w i t h  t h e  l u r i d  covers. They're great ;  t h e y ' r e  
wonder fu l !  The s t o r i e s  a re  no t  always t h e  bes t  -- n o t  always so suppor t ive,  
n o t  always so p o s i t i v e .  They d o n ' t  do much t o  he lp  you f e e l  good about 
y o u r s e l f  today. But from a pe rspec t i ve  o f  seeing how lesb ians  - were a t  t h a t  
t ime.  . . : And I d o n ' t  mean t h e  ones w r i t t e n  by men -- 
CL: That ' s  what I was going t o  say, weren ' t  a l o t  o f  these novels  w r i t t e n  by 
men? 
SG: A l o t  o f  them were. . . . One o f  t h e  good t h i n g s  about Barbara G r i e r ' s  
b i b l i o g r a p h y  i s  t h a t  sQe has a system of codes, and t h e  books by men were 
marked "Trash" most ly.  There a re  a l o t  o f  t rashy  books about lesbians,  b u t  I 
d o n ' t  have many. The t rashy  ones are  e a s i e r  t o  f i n d  than t h e  o t h e r  ones, b u t  
most of them a re  not  wor th  reading a t  a l l .  There are  no t  very many good ones, 
and t h e y ' r e  very hard t o  f i n d .  I have spent hours and hours. . . . 
CL: What was your  f a v o r i t e  used book shop? 
SG: The p lace  t h a t  was t h e  bes t  f o r  me was Schroeder's Books i n  Milwaukee. 
You go i n  t h i s  p lace  and i t ' s  j u s t  books everywhere. A l l  these o l d ,  dusty  
books, a l o t  o f  them f a l l i n g  apar t ,  n i n e t y  percent  o f  which probably never 
shou ld  have been w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  place. There's no th ing  alphabet ized. 
You go and you spend h a l f  a day, o r  a day, w i t h  your  l i s t ,  l o o k i n g  through 
every  s i n g l e  one -- t h e r e  a re  thousands,. I c a n ' t  t e l l  you how many books -- 
p i l e s  and stacks and shelves and boxes. . . . When you f i n d  something, 
though, i t ' s  r e a l l y  e x c i t i n g !  You k i n d  o f  memorize t h e  authors, and you 
memorize t h e  t i t l e s ,  and a l so  j u s t  s o r t  o f  look  i n  genera l ,  because t h e  t i t l e s  
a r e  dead giveaways -- Women i n  t h e  Shadows . '. . The T h i r d  Sex . . . and you 
k i n d  o f  p i c k  them ou t  l i k e  tha t .  
CL: Do p u b l i s h e r s '  names prov ide  any c lues? 
SG: Sure. Pyramid Books, L ion  Press, Fawcett Crest, Fawcett Gold Medal , 
Midwood Tower, Popular L i b r a r y  Eagle Books. . . . These pub l i shers  d o n ' t  
p u b l i s h  anymore. They were i s s u i n g  mass market paperbacks a t  t h e  t ime, and a 
l o t  o f  them put  ou t  k i n d  o f  s leazy books. . . . You know, Thg Strange Women: 
"They were t rapped by t h e i r  fo rb idden l ove "  -- Monarch Rooks. ' This  book i s  
w r i t t e n  by Marion Zimmer Bradley, who i s  a science f i c t i o n  w r i t e r ,  under t h e  

3. These e n t r i e s  -- over 1000 o f  them -- were de le ted  from t h e  second and 
t h i r d  e d i t i o n s  o f  The Lesbian i n  L i t e r a t u r e ,  accord ing t o  G r i e r ,  "because they  
were paperback o r i g i n a l  novels authored by males f o r  a male audience. . . ." 

4. Mir iam Gardner (pseud. o f  Marion Zimmer Bradley) ,  The Strange Women. 
Derby, CT: Monarch Books, 1962. 



name M i  r i  am Gardner. 
CL: Why d o n ' t  you p u l l  some more f a v o r i t e s  o f f  your  s h e l f ?  
SG: O.K. Th is  one I haven ' t  even read; t h i s  i s  undoubtedly a t e r r i b l e  book -- 
CL: -- Unnatura l ,  by Sloane B r i t a i n  -- "Two women shar ing a l o v e  t h a t  was 
unnatura l .  . . A' v i v i d  and se t r ch ing  novel o f  f o rb idden  l o v e  i n  t h e  t w i l i g h t  
w o r l d  o f  t h e  t h i r d  sex. . . ." 
SG: Or he re ' s  Three Women, "An i n t i m a t e  p i c t u r e  o f  women i n  l o v e  -- w i t h  each 
o the r .  Tendeg, y e t  deep1 y reveal i ng. A courageous excurs ion  i n t o  a fo rb idden 
world.  . . ." - 
CL: What about h i s  one, The Day We Were Most ly  B u t t e r f l i e s ? '  
SG: I t ' s  a butch/femme s to ry ,  and t h e r e ' s  a l s o  t h i s  gay man. I t ' s  a c t u a l l y  a - - 
ve ry  funny book -- 
CL: "The evening Miss Mo f fa t  became s e r i o u s l y  i nvo l ved  w i t h  a corpse." 
SG: Thi s i sn 't rea l  1 y t h e  gay 1 i berated 1 ove s to ry ,  you know. This  book i s  
n o t  apprec ia ted  by many women who don ' t  know any th ing  about t h e  gay s ide  o f  
t h e  l e s b i a n  movement, bu t  on ly  know about t h e  women's side. I mean, yes, 
t h e r e  a re  s tereotypes,  b u t  t h e  humor i n  i t i s  great .  
CL: I a l s o  t h i n k  i t ' s  impor tan t  t o  remember what l esb ians '  l i v e s  were l i k e  
b e f o r e  t h e  women's movement. 
SG: Oh yes. Many o f  t h e  o l d e r  books are no t  very p o s i t i v e .  The more 
p o s i t i v e  ones were t h i n g s  l i k e  The P r i c e  o f  S a l t  by C l a i r e  Morgan -- a r e a l l y  
wonder fu l  book. What a g rea t  book! Naiad i s  going t~ p u t  i t  ou t  a f t e r  t h e  
f i r s t  o f  t h e  year ;  they  f i n a l l y  got  t h e  r i g h t s  t o  it. Th is  i s  t e r r i f i c ;  t h i s  
book has been ou t  o f  p r i n t  f o reve r  and ever. It used t o  come ou t  i n  these 

1 pocket  book e d i t i o n s .  
CL: Do you have a copy? 
SG: Sure. I had a couple o f  o t h e r  ones too; t h i s  i s  t h e  on l y  o l d  copy I have 
l e f t .  

. CL: Held t o g e t h e r  by a rubber band! 
SG: Yeah. I a l s o  have an i l l e g a l  copy t h a t  I bought i n  Europe when I was 
t h e r e  two years ago. It may have been done i n  B r i t a i n ,  I d o n ' t  know. 
CL: Where d i d  you buy i t ?  
SG: I n  Amsterdam, i n  t h e  women's bookstore. It was very cheap, e s p e c i a l l y  
f o r  something l i k e  t h i s  t h a t  i s n ' t  ava i l ab le .  I was so exc i ted .  I went, 
"Wow! Look! one t h a t  i s n ' t  f a l l i n g  apar t ! "  
CL: Now why i s  t h i s  a g rea t  book? 
SG: It i s  one o f  t h e  e a r l y  p o s i t i v e  l e s b i a n  ,s tor ies.  Now you have women who 
used t o  pub l i sh ,  who have s t a r t e d  p u b l i s h i n g  books again, l i k e  V a l e r i e  Tay lo r ,  
Ann Bannon, o r  Paula Chr i s t i an ,  whose o l d e r  books have been made a v a i l a b l e  by 
Naiad Press o r  Timely Books i n  t h e  l a s t  couple o f  years and who are  a l s o  
w r i t i n g  new books, now t h a t  they have d iscovered t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a market f o r  
t hese  books, an audience o f  people who want them. 
CL: What's t h e  o l d e s t  l e s b i a n  book you 've got? 

5. Sloane M. B r i t a i n ,  Unnatural .  New York: Midwood Tower, 1960. T i t l e s  
changed t o  The D e l i c a t e  Vice. New Y'ork: Midwood Tower, 1963. 

6. March Hast ings, Three Women. New York: Universal  Pub l i sh ing  & 
D i s t r i b u t i n g ,  1958. 

7. Louise W. King, The Day We Were Most ly  B u t t e r f l i e s .  New York: C u r t i s  
Books, 1963. 

8. C l a i r e  Morgan (pseud. of P a t r i c i a  Highsmith) ,  The P r i c e  o f  Sal t .  New 
York: Coward-McCann, 1952; Tallahassee, FC: The Naiad Press, 1984. 



SG: Oh. . . I d o n ' t  hon s t l y  know. Probably Radclyffe H a l l .  . . . Here, f o r  
example, The U n l i t  Lamp. 5 
CL: What's t n e  da te  on t h a t  one? 
SG: T h i r d  p r i n t i n g ,  1929. 
CL: Where d i d  you f i n d  it; do you remember? 
SG: I found i t ou t  a t  L a r r y ' s  Warehouse ou t  on Syene Road, on t h e  south s i d e  
o f  Madison. And t h i s  I bought a t  t h e  A l t r u s a  Club book s a l e  -- Radclyf fe 
Hal 1 , The We1 1 o f  Lone1 i ness, 1929, i ns t t j i bed  " M y r t l e  , V i l a s  Avenue, 
Madi son, f r o ~ v  ." And t h e r e l s T b y  Dorothy 
Bussy, 1949. Rosamond Lehmann, 1927. And l $ i s  one I 
l o v e  -- Diana: A by Diana Freder ics ,  1939. We Too 

,44; D r i f i i n g  by Gale W i  lhelm, 1935.' 
Wou d you say y o u ' r e  s t i l l  on t h e  lookout  f o r  o l d  e d i t i o n s ?  

SG: Oh yes. I n  f ac t  Three Women I found i n  t h e  l a s t  couple o f  years. I t ' s  
much harder  t o  f i n d  them now. I t ' s  t e n  years l a t e r  than  when I r e a l l y  s t a r t e d  
t o  l o o k  s e r i o u s l y  f o r  these books. Any p lace  t h a t  has o l d  books i s  going t o  
have fewer o f  t h e  o l d  ones and t h e  o l d  ones a r e  going t o  be i n  worse 
cond i t i on .  And t h e r e ' s  a much g rea te r  i n t e r e s t  now than t h e r e  was t e n  years  
ago. There have been several  o t h e r  e d i t i o n s  o f  The Lesbian i n  ~ i t e r a t u r e ;  
t h e r e  have been o t h e r  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  o f  o l d  books about women and about - .  
1 esb i  ans. 
CL: And t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  now q u i t e  a number o f  dealers i n  r a r e  and o u t  o f  p r i n t  
books by and about women. 
SG: Yes, and many o f  them charge way t o o  much f o r  t h e  books. To me, t h e  
impor tan t  t h i n g  i s  no t  t o  see how much money you can rake o f f .  . . . Or, I 
d o n ' t  know, maybe t h e r e  a re  women who a re  i n t o  "I have t h e  b igges t  r a r e  book 
c o l l e c t i o n .  . . ." My t h i n g  i s ,  yes, we have t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e n ' t  
ve ry  many copies o f  these t h i n g s  anymore, b u t  t h e  t r i c k  i s  t o  f i n d  them; i t ' s  
impor tan t  t o  have t h e  books, t o  read t h e  books, and t o  make sure t h a t  t h e  
books d o n ' t  ge t  destroyed, t o  make sure  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  e x i s t i n g  copies o f  
t hese  books, and t o  have them a v a i l a b l e  f o r  o t h e r  women t o  read. 
CL: What about buying - new books? A t  t h e  t ime  you s t a r t e d  look ing ,  t h e r e  were 
o n l y  mainstream bookstores, no Room o f  Qne's Own. 
SG: When I used t o  go away, I used t o  look. A t  t h e  t ime  I s t a r t e d  
c o l l e c t i n g ,  my s i s t e r  l i v e d  i n  New York and t h e r e  was a bookstore c a l l e d  
L a b y r i s  Books; I used t o  go there.  I went t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and they  had a 
wonder fu l  women's bookstore c a l l e d  I C I - A  Woman's Place -- they '  r e  s t i l l  there. 
I bought l o t s  o f  books on t h e  West Coast, because i t  was much eas ie r  t o  get  
them. 

9. Radc l y f f e  H a l l ,  The U n l i t  Lam London: Jonathan Cape & Har r ison  Smith, 
1929: r e ~ r .  London: V i  raao +i ress. . 

i 0 .  k a d c l y f f e  Hal 1 , The We1 1 - o f  Lonel i ness. London: Jonathan Cape, 1928; 
repr .  London: Virago Press, 1982. 

11. Dorothy Strachey Russy, O l i v i a .  New ~ o r k :  Sloane, 1949; A p r .  New 
York: Arno Press, 1975. 

12. ~osamond-~ehmann, Dusty Answer. New York: Reynal & Hitchcock, 1927; 
reDr. New York: Harcourt  Brace Jovanovich. 1975. -,  - 

13. Diana Freder ics ,  pseud., Diana: ~ ~ s t r a n g e  Autobiography. New York: 
D i a l  Press, 1939; repr .  New York: Arno Press, 1975. 

14. Gale W i l  helm, We Too Are D r i f t i n g .  New York: Random House, 1935; repr .  
New York: Arno Press, 1975. 



CL: Did you make spec ia l  t r i p s ?  
SG: No, b u t  when I went places, I went t o  
bookstores,  and t h e  l e f t y  bookstores. 
CL: But d i d  you do any new .book buying i n  
came? 

t h e  used bookstores, t h e  women's 

Madison be fo re  A Room o f  One's Own 

SG: Yes, a t  t h e  Madison Book Coop. U n i v e r s i t y  Bookstore would p i c k  up on 
more m a i ~ s t r e a m  k inds  o f  t h i n g s  -- t h i n g s  l i k e  S is te rhood i s  Powerful by Robin 
Morgan. 
CL: But t o  f i n d  smal l  press pub l i ca t i ons .  . . 
SG: You went t o  t h e  Madison Book COOP. And i f  you ever  ao t  somethina l i k e  
o f f  our  backs, they used t o  have ads f o r  books, j o t s  o f  se l f -pub l i sh i ; ig  t h a t  
you cou ld  w r i t e  away fo r .  
CL: Were you a c h a r t e r  subscr iber  t o  o f f  our  backs? 
SG: No, I wasn't. I ' m  no t  a b i a  subscr iber :  I u s u a l l v  buy o f f  t h e  stands. 
Amazon Q u a r t e r l y  I had on s u b s c r ~ p t i o n ,  cond i t ions ,  s i n i s t e r  Wisdom, Lesbian 
Connection, . . . I have complete runs o f  bo th  S c a r l e t  L e t t e r  Z i T T l K l e  - 
koman i n  my co e c t i o n  (produced i n  Madison). You know, i t  I s  impor tan t  t o  
h a v e t h e  l o c a l  pub l i ca t i ons .  
CL: What e l s e  do you have i n  t h e  way o f  l o c a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s ?  
SG: Poet ry  book's, I have a g rea t  poe t r y  anthology t h a t  was done by t h e  o l d  
Madison Women's Center c a l l e d  I n  Touch, 
CL: How do you f i n d  ou t  about new books? 
SG: I t a l k  t o  people; I go t o  t h e  bookstores; I read reviews. The rev iew 
s e c t i o n  i s  always t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I t u r n  t o  i n  any paper I p i c k  up. I 
sometimes buy The New Women's Times Femin is t  Review o r  t h a t  k i n d  o f  t h i ng ,  
bu t ,  more genera l l y ,  I j u s t  t ake  i t  ou t  o f  whatever I read. Genera l l y  
speaking, when these books come out,  I go ou t  and buy them r i g h t  away, so I 
have a huge c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  paperback l e s b i a n  books by a l l  t h e  
smal l  press f e m i n i s t  pub11 shers -- t h a t ' s  what I have a l o t  of .  But I t ' s  l e s s  
a d e l i b e r a t e  e f f o r t  t o  get  t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  than t h a t  I t ' s  Impor tan t  t o  me t o  
g e t  t h e  books r i g h t  away and see what t h e  presses a re  doing. 
CL: Why don ' t  you go on from here and t a l k  about you r  f a v o r i t e  e a r l y  f e m i n i s t  
presses? 
SG: The Women's Press Co l l e fg i ve  was wonderful. They pu t  out Pat Parker  and 
Judy Grahn and A l i c e  Molloy. They pu t  ou t  t h e i r  s t u f f  i n  paperback, they  
made t h e  books very accessib le,  t hey  got _out what t hey  wanted t o  say -- they  
were r e a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  ones who made an e f fo r t ,  t o  pu t  ou t  any women of c o l o r  -- 
and they  were s t r o n g l y  femin is t ,  and a l s o  o f t e n  s t r o n g l y  lesbian.  Naiad Press 
came a1 ong I n  there. They made r i g h t  o f f  a commi tment saying "We a re  going t o  
p u t  ou t  l e s b i a n  books, period." Ant$ t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  good; I t h i n k  we need t h a t .  
The ones t h a t  came l a t e r  l i k e  Persephone -- which I t h i n k  was wonderful, and 
I ' m  so s o r r y  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  gone -- they  d i d n ' t  say a l l  t h e  t ime,  "We're p u t t i n g  
o u t  l e s b i a n  books," b u t  they  d i d  f o r  t h e  most pa r t ,  and t h a t ,  too,  had t o  do 
w i t h  t h e i r  founders and t h e i r T r s p e c t i v e .  The people who d i d  Amazon 
Q u a r t e r l y  p u t  ou t  The Lesbian Reader, which I s  a n i c e  c o l l e c t i o T i a f F n e  bes t  

15. Rob1 n Morgan, Si s terhood I s  Powerful : An Anthology o f  W r i  t i  ngs from 
t h e  Women's L i b e r a t i o n  Movement. New York: Random House, 1970. 

16. Some examples are: Pat Parker,  P i t  Stop (Oakland, CA: Women's Press 
C o l l e c t i v e ,  1973); Judy Grahn, A Woman 1 s  Tal ki'ng t o  Death (Oakland, CA:  
Women's Press C o l l e c t i v e ,  1974); A l i c e  Molloy, I n  Other Words: Notes on t h e  
Pol i ti cs and Morale o f  Surv iva l  (Oak1 and, CA: Women's Press Col l e c t  i ve). 



o f  Amazon Q u a r t e r l y .  1 I 

CL: What do you see as 
And then t h e r e  were Daughters, Inc., and Diana Press. 
beinq t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  f e m i n i s t  messes? 

SG: Jus t  dec id ing  t h a t  going t o  p u b l i s h  women aild o n l y  women I t h i n k  
i s  very  very important .  The b i g  male pub l i shers ,  you know, what do they  
r e a l l y  care? I f  i t ' s  t rendy ,  f i ne .  But t h e  minute they decide i t ' s  e i t h e r  
t o o  r a d i c a l  o r  t h e r e ' s  something e l s e  t h a t  t h e y ' d  r a t h e r  p u b l i s h  -- " these 
women's books j u s t  a r e n ' t  s e l l i n g "  -- then they  go away. And i n  t h e  meantime, 
t h e y ' v e  pu t  a l l  o f  our presses ou t  o f  business, and we have nothing. That 
s i t u a t i o n  has happened a l ready  i n  t h e  pas t  w i t h  f e m i n i s t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and I, 
f o r  one, f i n d  i t  t o  be a very dangerous t rend.  I d o n ' t  want t o  see t h a t  
happen again. And i t ' s  one o f  t h e  reasons why I f e e l  t h a t  i t ' s  so impor tan t  
t o  have t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  books. I t ' s  impor tan t  t o  have reminders o f  what we 
can do. I t ' s  impor tan t  t o  buy t h e  books t o  support  t h e  presses; i t ' s  
impor tan t  t o  read them t o  see what women a r e  doing now, how women a r e  say ing 
t h i n g s  now, t o  l e a r n  about ourselves, t o  ge t  reinforcement,  t o  see s ides  o f  
t h i n g s  t h a t  we never knew about. And I r e a l l y  t h i n k  i t ' s  impor tan t  t o  l end  
you r  books. 
CL: Has word go t ten  around about your  c o l l e c t i o n ?  
SG: Yeah, t o  some e x t e n t  i t has. I ' v e  occas iona l l y  had people w r i t e  t o  me 
about books, b u t  t h a t ' s  unusual. Around here I ' m  r e a l l y  t h e  o n l y  one w i t h  
t h i s  k i n d  o f  c o l l e c t i o n .  
CL: What's your  l end ing  p o l i c y ?  
SG: I ' v e  g iven  my books t o  people f o r  research p ro jec t s .  . . . I d o n ' t  l end  
my books t o  any woman who walks i n  o f f  t h e  s t r e e t ,  and I g i v e  people my book 
l e c t u r e :  "Don't  do t h i s ,  and d o n ' t  do that."  But i n  general  , I do lend  my 
books t o  people and o n l y  when I have bad experiences w i t h  someone o r  when t h e  
book ge ts  t o o  f a r  gone do I stop lending.  Some o f  my books a re  i n  t a t t e r s  -- 
n o t  from neg lec t ,  b u t  j u s t  from being read. I mean, t h e y ' r e  no t  books 
anymore, t h e y ' r e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  pages w i t h  rubber bands around them! 
CL: How are  your  books organized? 
SG: By author  and genre -- f i c t i o n ,  poetry ,  sho r t  s t o r i e s ,  essays, 
an tho log ies ,  biography, autobiography, n o n f i c t i o n .  And pamphlets -- k e  t h i s  
one, Feminism i n  t h e  E i g h t i e s  by C h a r l o t t e  Bunch, which i s  a new one;" Love - 
Your Enem ?, a debate between heterosexual feminism and p o l i t & a l  lesb ian ism - d 1 g o t  a couple of years ago when I was i n  England. Then i n  my 
c l o s e t  a re  a l o t  o f  p e r i o d i c a l s ;  t h a t ' s  where I have t h e  complete runs o f  
t h i n g s  1 i k e  Amazon Q u a r t e r l y ,  Sca r l e t  Le t te r , \and  Whole Woman; and specia l  
i s sues  o f  p e r l o d t c a l s , T i ~ W r m .  I hadpa l o t  more o f  them. I sent  boxes and 
boxes t o  t h e  Lesbian ~ e r s t o r ' y a r c h i v e s .  
CL: When was t h a t ?  
SG: When Reagan was e lected.  I have no doubt t h a t  t h e r e ' s  some k i n d  of f i l e  
on me somewhere. . . . Reagan scares me, and I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I 
d i d n ' t  t h i n k  I was r e a l l y  going t o  use, d i d n ' t  use very o f t en ,  and nobody e l s e  
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was r e a l l y  us ing e i t h e r  -- b e t t e r  t o  send them t o  t h e  Archives, where on some 
l e v e l  I f e l t  t h a t  they had a  greater  chance o f  being pro tec ted  somehow. Or 
have them -- s ince  now t h e r e ' s  a  whole network o f  archives -- take  what they  
needed and send what they d i d n ' t  need t o  some other  archives and spread these 
t h i n g s  around. I kept  t h e  p e r i o d i c a l s  t h a t  were c loses t  t o  my hear t ,  o r  t h a t  
I looked a t  sometimes, o r  t h a t  people seemed i n  general t o  have more i n t e r e s t  
i n .  
CL: So what got sent o f f ?  
SG: Oh, o f f  our backs, a  whole box; ;ig Mamah;a;; Spectre, which was pu t  out  
by t h e  r a d i c a l  commie dykes o f  Ann A r  o r  -- w c  consis ted o f  two women, as 
i t  tu rned  out !  
CL: Have you sent t h e  Archives any of your personal mementoes a t  a l l ?  
SG: I ' v e  sent T - s h i r t s  and buttons. I sent them a  great  p i 1  low case, my 
S is te rLove p i 1  1  ow case, and t h e  whole s t o r y  about how I got  i t -- you know, 
where I got  it, and whom I was w i t h  a t  t h e  time. 
CL: What about personal j ou rna l s?  
SG: I d o n ' t  w r i t e  personal j ou rna l s ;  l e t t e r s  a r e  r e a l l y  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  I 
w r i t e ;  I have. boxes o f  them i n  t h e  c loset .  I a l s o  c o l l e c t  t h i n g s  about my 
f r i e n d s  -- p i c t u r e s ,  newspaper a r t i c l e s ,  etc .  
CL: Do you keep scrapbooks? 
SG: No, I keep f i l e s ;  I have l o t s  o f  f i l e s .  I a lso  keep t h i n g s  l i k e  programs 
from concer ts  and l e c t u r e s  t h a t  I go to.  . . . 
CL: It seems t h a t  you have a  p r e t t y  s t rong sense of p reserv ing  t h i s  h i s t o r y .  
Do you t h i n k  you had t h a t  sense r i g h t  from when you s t a r t e d  reading again, o r  

' t h a t  i t  developed l a t e r ?  
SG: I ' v e  had it a l l  my l i f e .  I ' m  a  saver; I ' m  a  c o l l e c t o r .  I have boxes o f  
s t u f f  from my chi ldhood. 
CL: So r e a l l y  y o u ' r e  saying t h a t  c o l l e c t i n g  f e m i n i s t  books and such i s  i n  
1  i n e  w i t h  your  general d i spos i t i on .  
SG: I t ' s  j u s t  an extension o f  how I always do th ings .  

d 

CL: Except now t h e r e ' s  a  p o l i t i c a l  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  i t! 

[Sue Go1 dwomon was born and ra i sed  i n  Milwaukee and attended t h e  UW-Madi son, 
where she f i n a l l y  received her  B.A. i n  Psychology a f t e r  s i x  and one-half  long 
years. She has been a c t i v e  i n  many f e m i n i s t  and l esb ian  organ iza t ions  and 
p r o j e c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s inglehandedly d i s t r t b u t i n g  women's music throughout 
Wisconsin under t h e  name o f  Lunacy D i s t r i b u t o r s .  She i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  member o f  
t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  which produces "Her Turn," a  women's news and i n fo rma t ion  
program on W.O.R.T. r a d i o  i n  Madison. I n  add i t i on ,  she works pa r t - t ime  a t  A 
Room o f  One's Own Bookstore and i s  invo lved i n  p lanning t h e  Midwest.Women i n  
P r i n t  Conference t o  be he ld  i n  Madison i n  June 1984. Sue was i n te rv iewed  by 
Cathy Loeb on November 4, 1983.1 

WOmEN IN PRINT 
"WOMEN AND WORDS/LES FEMMES ET LES MOTS": VANCOUVER, JUNE 30-JULY 3, 1983 

Imagine a  four-day conference i n c l u d i n g  L i l  l i a n  Hellman, Kate M i l  l e t t ,  
Adrienne Rich, Germai ne Greer, Marge Piercy,  (Denise Levertov , Toni Morr ison, 
L e s l i e  Marmon S i l  ko, Florence Howe, A l i c e  Walker, R i t a  Mae Brown, May Sarton, 
and Ntozake Shange. Add t o  t h i s  another two o r  t h ree  dozen women w i t h  e q u a l l y  
we1 1  -establ  i shed repu ta t i ons  as f i l m  producers, f i c t i o n  w r i t e r s ,  poets, 
p laywr igh ts ,  e d i t o r s ,  pub l ishers ,  and reviewers. 



Such a c o i f e r e n c e  a c t u a l l y  took p lace  when 500 women gathered a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia, Vancouver, between June 30 and J u l y  3 f o r  t h e  
"Women and Words/Les femmes e t  l e s  mots" conference. As f a r  as I know, o n l y  
t h r e e  women -- a Japanese woman, a German woman, and myse l f  -- were no t  f rom 
Canada. The Canadians had poured i n  from Montreal  and Toronto, f r o m x w  
Brunswick and Nova Scot ia ,  from t h e  P r a i r i e  Prov inces and t h e  West Coast. 

The Program cons i s ted  o f  42 sessions, several  o f  which p rov ided  simultaneous 
t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  a l though i t  should be noted t h a t  t h e  French i n v a r i a b l y  spoke 
Engl ish.  P a r t i c i p a n t s  -- a l l  women -- cou ld  choose from many types o f  
programs. It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p rov ide  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  l i s t ,  b u t  1 '11 t r y .  I n  
t h e  sess ion,  " C r i t i c i z i n g  Women's W r i t i n g  and t h e  L i t e r a r y  T rad i t i on , "  Louky 
B e r s i a n i k  was one o f  f i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  -- Bers ian i k  wrote LIEU e l ionne,  
cons idered  t h e  Canadian equ i va len t  o f  The Second Sex o r  Sexua -l%-- Po i t i c s .  I n  a 
workshop "How t o  W r i t e  a Good Review," Margaret Atwood and Caro l  s h i e l d s  ( two 
n o v e l i s t s  t h a t  even Americans have read) exuded warmth and comradeship as they  
t a l k e d  about w r i t i n g  rev iews (and be ing  reviewed) -- I f i l l e d  t e n  pages o f  my 
notebook w i t h  do 's  and d o n ' t  's. Several sessions d e a l t  w i t h  pub1 i shing:  
" R e l a t i o n s h i p  Between W r i t e r  and Pub l i she r "  ( i n c l u d i n g  L inda  McKnight, 
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  Canadian p u b l i s h i n g  house McCle l land & S tewar t ) ;  
"How t o  Improve Pranot ion  and D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Women's Books"; and "Producing 
Femin i s t  P u b l i c a t i o n s :  Two Case Studies," a t  which e d i t o r s  o f  La v i e  en rose  
and Broadside presided. Oppo r tun i t i es  f o r  hear ing  new p o i n t s  o f  view were 

J p rov ided  by dWr i t ing  from a N a t i v e  Woman's Perspect ive,"  "Lesbian Wr i t ing , "  
" E t h n i c i  t y ,  Race, and Women's W r i t i n g  ," and "How Class A f f e c t s  Women's 
Wr i t i ng . "  

There were workshops on autobiography, sho r t  f i c t i o n ,  drama, and t h e  l o n g  
poem; o t h e r  sessions focused on t r a n s l a t i n g ,  comparing E n g l i s h  and French 
t h e a t r e ,  w r i t i n g  and p o l i t i c s  i n  Canada; s t i l l  o the rs  looked a t  f e m i n i s t  
bookse l l  i n g  and t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  f e m i n i s t  presses and magazines. At one 
meeting,lwomen came t o g e t h e r  t o  form t h e  Canadian Femin i s t  Bookse l le rs  
Network. . 
Two evening programs were open t o  t h e  pub j i c .  Again, choices had t o  be made. 
One n i g h t  I heard  Louky Bers ian ik .  Joy ~ o ~ a w a , ~  K r i s t j a n a  Gunnars and Dorothy 
L ivesay;  on t h e  second evening I chose t h e  program t h a t  i nc luded  P h y l l i s  Webb, 
one o f  Canada's most respected poets, and t h e  Quebecoise w r i t e r ,  N i c o l e  
Brossard, one o f  t h e  most i n n o v a t i v e  f i c t i o n  w r i t e r s  today. 

How d i d  a l l  t h i s  happen? The conference program t e l l s  how: 

A t  t h e  f i r s t  meet ing on February 10, 1982, we were an e c l e c t i c  
s i x  who a r r i v e d  w i t h  a combinat ion o f  w r i t i n g ,  pub l i sh ing ,  
e d i t i n g ,  p r i n t i n g ,  and o rgan i z i ng  s k i l l s .  Some o f  us hadn ' t  
met b e f o r e  b u t  we'd been i n t r i g u e d  by Betsy Warland's idea  

1. "'Women and Words' Conference Examines Omission o f  Women from 
Communications." Media Report t o  Women v.XI, no.6 (Nov./Dec. 1983): p.1. 

2. A well-known poet  who won t h e  Governor-General ' s  award f o r  f i c t i o n  i n  
1981 f o r  he r  novel,  Obasan, about Japanese Canadians. 



of a  country-wide conference. So we t o l d  two f r i e n d s  and 
t h e y  t o l d  two f r i ends  -- and t h a t  f i r s t  nucleus o f  women 
mushroomed i n t o  t h e  West Coast Women and Words Soc ie ty  which 
was inaugura ted  w i t h ,  a  b o t t l e  o f  champagne i n  June, 1982. 

On Sunday a f t e rnoon  I t i p t o e d  ou t  o f  t h e  Special  Member's Meeting which had 
a l r e a d y  gone two hours overt ime. The vo te  had been overwhelming i n  f a v o r  o f  
t u r n i n g  "Women and Words" i n t o  a  n a t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  w l t h  another  meet ing planned 
f o r  t h e  f a l l  o f  1984. 

1 ' 1  1  keep you posted. 

-- Carol  Fai rbanks 

[Carol  Fa i rbanks  i s  Pro fessor  o f  Eng l i sh  a t  t h e  UW-Eau C la i re .  A  book she co- 
au thored  w i t h  Sara Brooks Sunberg, Farm Women on t h e  Grasslands o f  Canada and 
t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes ,  has j u s t  been pub l i shed by Scarecrow Press. J 

NEUJS FROm UW- RIVER MCCS 
The a d u l t  l e a r n e r  i s  a  p r imary  focus o f  t h e  Women's Resource Center a t  UW- 
R i v e r  F a l l s ,  as over  5m o f  our  s tudent  popu la t i on  i s  23 years  o r  o lder .  Each 
q u a r t e r  d u r i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  we co-sponsor an Adu l t  Learner  Brunch w i t h  t h e  

' Admissions Off ice. New students on campus over  t h e  age o f  25, as w e l l  as 
veterans,  a r e  g iven  t h e  oppo r tun i t y  t o  meet each o ther ,  resource f a c u l t y ,  and 
s t a f f .  I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  brunch t h i s  pas t  f a l l ,  we o f f e red  a  s tudy 
s k i l l s  workshop w i t h  components i n  math anx ie t y ,  w r i t i n g  and s tudy s k i l l s ,  and 
t i  me management. 

S ince we do not  have a  Women's Studies Program on t h i s  campus, a  ma jo r  p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  e f f o r t  a t  t h e  WRC i s  d i r e c t e d  a t  p r o v i d i n g  suppor t  and i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  
community and campus women. We hos t  brown bag luncheons and o t h e r  programs 
on a  v a r i e t y  o f  t o p i c s  r e l a t e d  t o  women; Th i s  f a l l ,  t a l k s  on sexual 
harassment, e a t i n g  d l  sorders , women and work, s t r e s s  management, and t h e  a d u l t  
s tudent ,  and a  c l a s s  on asser t i veness  t r a i n i n g  were among our o f f e r i n g s .  

January w i l l  focus on t h e  t o p i c  o f  chemical dependency w i t h  speakers on 
chemical  dependency and t h e  f a m i l y  on January 17 and a  p resen ta t i on  on 
chemical  use p reven t i on  w i t h  a  speaker from t h e  Hazel ton Foundat ion on January 
18th. We w i l l  sponsor a Women's Week t h e  l a s t  week i n  March w l t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  
on-campus programs. Inc luded w i l l  be a  Saturday Women's Day on March 31st ,  a  
speaker on "Abuse on Campus" e a r l i e r  t h a t  week, and a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  by Susan 
Sear ing,  Women's Studies L ib ra r i an -a t -La rge  f o r  t h e  UW System, on "Women's 
S tud ies  Issues"  on March 27th. 

We have been work ing c l o s e l y  .wi th  t h e  Student Senate t o  make a  campus e s c o r t  
s e r v i c e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  women l i v i n g  i n  res idence h a l l s  on campus as w e l l  as o f f  
campus. We expect t h i s  s e r v i c e  t o  be a v a i l a b l e  i n  e a r l y  January. 



We a l s o  o f f e r  a v a r i e t y  o f  support  groups, i n c l u d i n g  "Adu l t  Learner",  "PMS" 
(pre-menstrual syndrome) and "S ing le  and Divorced Women." The Center i s  open 
d a i l y  from 8 :00 t o  4:00 t o  s tudents  and community women. 

-- P a u l e t t e  C h a f f i n  

[Pau le t t e  C h a f f i  n i s  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Women's Resource Center, UW-River Fa1 ls . ]  

NEUJ REFERENCE WORKS 
IN WOmE N'S STUDIES 
De i rd re  Beddoe, D iscover ing  Women ' s  H i s t o r y :  A P r a c t i c a l  Manual. London: 
Pandora Press, 1983. 232p. b i b l .  index. il lus.  pap., $7.95, ISBN 0-86358- 
008-4. LC 83-8131. 

Mary Lou ise  B r i  scoe, American Autobiography 1945-1980; A Bib1 i ography. 
Madison: U n i v e r s i t y  of Wisconsin Press, 1982. 365p. index. $30.00, ISBN O- 
299-09090-6. LC 82-70547. 

Valmai K i  rkham Fenster ,  Guide t o  American L i t e r a t u r e .  L i t t l e t o n ,  CO: 
L i b r a r i e s  Unl i m i  ted.  1983. 24311. index. 823.50. ISBN 0-87287-373-0. LC 

Hesung Chun Koh, Korean and Japanese Women: An A n a l y t i c  B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  Guide. 
Westport .  CT: pub l i shed under t h e  auspices o f  t h e  Human Re la t i ons  Area F i l e s  
by'   re en wood Press, 1982. 903p. .$65.00, ISBN 0-313-23387-X. LC 81-80305. 

Cynth ia  Navaret ta ,  Guide t o  Women's A r t  Organizat ions and D i  r e c t o r y  f o r  t h e  
Ar ts .  2nd ed. New York: Midmarch Associates, 1982. Address: Box 3304, Grand 
m a 1  S ta t i on ,  New York, NY 10163) 1 7 4 p  pap., $8150, ISBN 0-9602476-3-7. 
LC 79-83876. 

New York C i t y  Commission on t h e  Status o f  Women, Women's Organizat ions:  New 
York C i t y  D i rec to ry .  New York: The Commtssion, 1982. Address: Dept. D, NYC 
Commission on t h e  S ta tus  o f  Women, 52 ~hamberb St., Sui!e 207, New York, NY 
10007) 136p. pap., $5.95, ISBN 0-9610688-0-9. 

Rick Rubin and Greg Byer ly ,  Inces t :  The L a s t  Taboo. New York: Garland 
Pub l ish ing ,  1983. 181p. $25.00, ISBN 0 - 8240 - 9185 -X. LC 82-49181. 

Barbara G. Walker, The Woman's Encyclopedia o f  Myths and Secrets. San 
Franc isco :  Harper & Row, 1983. 1,124~. i l l u s .  $29 SBN 0-06-250926-8; 
pap., $19.95, ISBN 0-06-250925-X. LC 83-47726. 

"Compulsively readable" i s  Harper & Row's ap t  choice o f  a d j e c t i v e  f o r  Barbara 
Walker 's  opus, The Women's Encyclopedia o f  Myths and Secrets. Nearly 1000 
pages i n  leng th ,  t n l s  i l l u s t r a t e d  volume blends mytnology, anthropology, 
re1  i gion, and 1 i n g u i  s t i c s  t o  c r e a t e  a f a s c i n a t i n g  overview o f  c u l t u r a l  
o r i g i n s .  Many, i f  no t  most, o f  t h e  1,350 e n t r i e s  a r e  names -- gods and 
goddesses, c rea tu res  o f  myth and f o l k l o r e ,  s a i n t s  and mar ty rs  -- b u t  events, 
p laces,  customs, and canmon symbols a re  a l s o  covered i n  t reatments running 
f rom one o r  two sentences t o  several  pages. Sources o f  i n fo rma t i on  a re  



c o n s i s t e n t l y  documented i n  footnotes.  The a u t h o r ' s  f e m i n i s t  perspec t ive  
f l a v o r s  t h e  commentary and en1 igh tens ,  amuses and occasional l y  shocks t h e  
reader.  Un fo r tuna te l y  t h e  volume lacks  an index. For browsing, however, i t  
i s  unsurpassed, and because many o f  t h e  f a c t s  conta ined t h e r e i n  a re  hard t o  
come by i n  s tandard sources, i t  should prove a  use fu l  a d d i t i o n  t o  l i b r a r y  
re fe rence  c o l  1  e c t  i ons . 
Hesung Chun Kohls mammoth Korean and Japanese Women has two o b j e c t i v e s  : t o  
p rov ide  t h e  f i r s t  guide f o r  Engl i sh-speak1 ng researchers t o  m a t e r i a l s  on 
Korean and Japanese women, and t o  present  a  new " b i b l i o g r a p h i c  methodological  
model f o r  women's mater ia ls . "  The work covers some 580 i tems -- l a r g e l y  b u t  
n o t  s o l e l y  secondary sources -- d a t i n g  from 1789 t o  1979. Computer-produced 
and h i g h l y  complex, t h i s  b ib l i og raphy  i s  no t  a  source t o  recommend t o  t h e  
nov i ce  researcher.  Most readers w i l l  be thorough ly  bewi ldered a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  
a f t e r  spending some t ime  w i t h  t h e  volume, they  w i l l  app rec ia te  t h e  au tho r ' s  
r i g o r o u s  s e l e c t i o n  and met icu lous  ana lys is .  

Each e n t r y  i s  subjected t o  mu l t id imens iona l  i ndex ing  , by t ime  per iods,  places, 
sub jec t s ,  u n i t s  o f  s tudy ( f rom t h e  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  -- i n d i v i d u a l s ,  households, 
and communities -- t o  t h e  ma te r i a l  -- p o t t e r y ,  tombs, and t o o l s ) ,  and "data 
q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l  factors. "  This  l a s t  dimension represents a  p ioneer ing  at tempt  
t o  he lp  readers c r i t i c a l l y  eva lua te  t h e  data i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  c i t e d ,  by 
p r o v i d i n g  p r o f i l e s  o f  authors and o u t l i n e s  o f  t h e i r  research designs and 

A methods. Koh leaves  f i n a l  judgment o f  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  reader  -- t o  
assess, f o r  example, whether a  n a t i v e  male s o c i o l o g i s t  do ing  f i e l d  
observa t ions  migh t  see mat te rs  more o r  l e s s  c l e a r l y  than a  fo re ign  female 
j o u r n a l  i s t  conduct ing i n te rv iews .  Koh I s  i n n o v a t i v e  sub jec t  i n d e x i  ng goes 
beyond a  keyword approach, r e s u l t i n g  i n  severa l  indexes o f  unprecedented depth 
and f l e x i b i l i t y .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  pub l i shed p r i n t o u t  i s  l e g i b l e  bu t  h a r d l y  eye-pleasing. And 
t h e  t o r t u r e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  volume makes sense on l y  a f t e r  c a r e f u l  study; 
appendices, f o r  ins tance,  a re  found a t  t h e  beginning o f  chapters. 
Nonetheless, Koh's e f f o r t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  new, more use fu l  format  f o r  
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  c o n t r o l  o f  women I s  s tud ies  m a t e r i a l s  deserves c l o s e  examinat ion 
by scho la rs  i n  many f i e l d s  t o  determine i f  i t s  ca tegor ies  and methodology can 
be w i d e l y  a p p l i e d  across d i s c i p l  ines. 

Among o t h e r  recent  re fe rence pub1 i c a t i o n s  a re  two exempl a r y  d l  r e c t o r i e s .  
W i d e  t o  Women's A r t  Organ iza t ions  and D i r e c t o r y  f o r  t h e  ~ - r t s ,  by Cynth ia 
l a v a r e t t a .  i s  now i n  i t s  second e d i t i o n .  The s u b - t i t l e  conveys t h e  breadth o f  
i t s  coverage: " M u l t i  - a r t s  centers,  o rgan iza t ions ,  gal  l e r i e ~ , - ~ r o u ~ s ,  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  networks, pub l i ca t i ons ,  arch ives,  s l i d e  r e g i s t r i e s ,  emergency 
funds, a r t i s t s '  co lon ies ,  g ran ts  and f e l  lowships, h e a l t h  hazards, a r t  business 
resource  and i n f o r m a t i o n  agencies. " B r i e f l y  annotated e n t r i e s  a re  organized 
f o r  t h e  most p a r t  i n t o  chapters by f i e l d  o f  a r t  -- v i s u a l  a r t s ,  dance, music, 
t hea t re ;  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and design, c r a f t s ,  f i l m  and e l e c t r o n i c  p r i n t  media, and 
w r i t i n g .  Addresses are c u r r e n t  as o f  J u l y  1982. The on l y  drawback t o  t h i s  
handy volume i s  t h e  r a t h e r  s u r p r i s i n g l y  poor design: t h e  pages a re  dense w i t h  
type ,  w i t h  t o o  l i t t l e  space between e n t r i e s  t o  permi t  easy scanning. 

O f  more 1  i m i t e d  scope geographical  l y ,  b u t  t o p i c a l l y  more d iverse ,  i s  Women I s  
Organ iza t ions :  Mew York C i t y  D i r e c t o r y ,  from t h e  NYC Commission on t h m s  
o f  Women. C l a s s i f i e d  by sub jec t ,  each o rgan i za t i on  i s  b r i e f l y  descr ibed, 



i n c l u d i n g  address, phone number, and name o f  a d i r e c t o r ,  o f f i c e r  o r  o the r  
con tac t  person. This  pocket-s ized book can serve as a model f o r  o the r  
m e t r o p o l i t a n  communities and w i l l  be use fu l  t o  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  B ig  Apple as 
w e l l  as i t s  res idents.  

De i rd re  Beddoe's marvelous D iscover ing  Women's H i s t o r y :  A P r a c t i c a l  Manual 
focuses t i q h t l v  on B r i t i s h  women's h i s t o r v  from 1800 t o  1945. Aimed a t  amateur 
researcher; an2 study groups, r a t h e r  than" p ro fess iona l  h i s t o r i a n s  , t h e  
handbook c i t e s  secondary sources bu t  s t resses t h e  v a r i e t y  of pr imary m a t e r i a l  s 
t h a t  can be consul ted,  i n c l u d i n g  o ra l  h i s t o r y .  This  emphasis on pr imary 
documents and l i v i n g  resource people w i l l  t o  some ex ten t  l i m i t  t h e  book's 
usefu lness t o  U.S. readers -- e s p e c i a l l y  unfunded researchers -- who w i l l  be 
unable t o  access these sources. 

Among t h e  recent  crop o f  spec ia l i zed  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  f o r  women's s tud ies  i s  
I n c e s t :  The Las t  Taboo. It i s  t h e  f i r s t  book-length b ib l i og raphy  t o  appear 
s i nce  i n c e s t  became a t o p i c  o f  g rea t  concern w i t h i n  t h e  women's community and 
among s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  p ro fess iona ls .  Rick Rubin and Greg B y e r l y  l i s t  over 400 
readings,  emphasizing p u b l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  l a s t  decade. Monographs and 
d i s s e r t a t i o n s  , aud iov isua l  ma te r i a l  s, and a r t i c l e s  i n  popular  magazi nes a r e  
covered i n  separate chapters; t h e  remaining chapters cover  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  
f i e 1  ds o f  psycho1 ogy, soc i  01 ogy, law, anthropol  ogy, medicine, and 1 i t e r a t u r e .  
I t s  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  scope w i l l  make t h i s  b ib1  iography a use fu l  t o o l  f o r  

' women's s tud ies  students. 

F i n a l l y ,  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  i n t e g r a t i n g  women's s tud ies  i n t o  
t h e  general  cur r i cu lum,  i t  seems app rop r i a te  t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  two new 
sources t h a t  do no t  focus e x c l u s i v e l y  on women, b u t  whose authors have made 
success fu l  e f f o r t s  t o  meet t h e  needs o f  women's s tud ies  scholars.  The f i  r s t  
i s  Valmai Fens te r ' s  Guide t o  American L i t e r a t u r e .  On t h e  sur face,  Fens te r ' s  
work i s  a t r a d i t i o n a l l y  organized guide t o  t h e  s tudy o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  
U.S., h i g h l i g h t i n g  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  genre indexes, survey t e x t s ,  and t h e  l i k e .  
I n  t h e  chapter  l i s t i n g  c l a s s i c  surveys, however, she has inc luded sec t ions  on 
e t h n i c  l i t e r a t u r e  and women's l i t e r a t u r e .  The bu l k  o f  t h e  volume i s  devoted 
t o  d e s c r i b i n g  pr imary  and secondary sources f o r  t h e  s tudy o f  100 i n d i v i d u a l  
authors,  and o f  t h i s  number 30 a re  women--a number f a r  exceeding women's 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  o ther  such handbooks. 

Equa l l y  deserv ing o f  p r a i s e  i s  Mary Lou ise  B r i scoe ' s  American Autobiography 
1945-1980. B r i  scoe's work supplements Louis  Kaplan 's  
American Autobiographies (Un ive rs i  t y  o f  Wisconsin 
t h e r e f o r e  des t ined  t o  becane a c l a s s i c ,  o f t - reached- fo r  t o o l .  The author  
i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  names o f  women authors w i t h  an a s t e r i s k ,  a device f e m i n i s t  
scho la rs  w i l l  apprec iate.  

Many re fe rence books announced f o r  f a l l  p u b l i c a t i o n  have no t  y e t  a r r i v e d  a t  
t h e  l i b r a r y .  I f  t h e  New Year b r i ngs  a bundle o f  new sources, t h i s  column w i l l  
cover  them i n  for thcoming issues. 



PERIODICAL NOTES 
NEW PERIODICALS 

Hur r icane A l i ce .  Spring 1983- . Execut ive E d i t o r :  Martha Roth. Q u a r t e r l y .  
Subsc r i p t i ons  : $9; $7 (s tudents,  1  ow-i ncome, sen io rs ) .  Sing1 e  copy: $3.50. 
S u b s c r i p t i o n  address: 207 L ind  Hal 1, 207 Church S t .  S.E., Minneapol is,  MN 
55455. ( Issues examined: v.1, no.1, Spr ing 1983; v.1, no.2, F a l l / W i n t e r  
1983/84) 

HA seeks " t o  p rov ide  a  forum f o r  c e r t a i n  k inds  o f  f e m i n i s t  w r i t i n g  t h a t  a r e n ' t  
pub1 i shable i n  more t r a d i t i o n a l  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  o r i e n t e d  j ou rna l  s," 
i n c l u d i n g  reviews o f  c u l t u r e ,  women's s t o r i e s ,  l e t t e r s .  Inc luded i n  t h e  f i r s t  
two issues  are:  a  s t o r y  by a  woman who l i v e s  separa te ly  from her  c h i l d r e n ;  an 
a r t i c l e  on t h e  C u l l b e r g  B a l l e t ;  poe t r y  by A l i c e  Walker; reviews o f  recent  
f e m i n i s t  books, f i l m ,  thea ter ;  and more. The issues a r e  i n  newspaper format,  
12 and 16 pages i n  length.  

IWAA [ I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women A r t i s t s  Archive]  News. 1983- . Edi t o r /Pub l  i sher : 
Rosemary Anderson. Bimonthl y. Subscr ip t ions :  $6 ( i n d i v . )  ; $12 ( i n s t .  ). S ing le  
copy: 31.25. Subsc r i p t i on  address: P.O. Box 1033, Hadley, MA 01035. ( I ssue  
examined : v. 1, no.5, Sept ./Oct. 1983) 
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The IWAA c o l l e c t s  reproduc t ions  o f  women's a r t  and a l s o  o f f e r s  a  resource 
c e n t e r  and a  l i b r a r y .  IWAA News o f f e r s  w r i t i n g  and ar twork by and about women 
a r t i s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a r t i c l e s  and repo r t s ,  book reviews, and l i s t i n g s  o f  
compe t i t i ons  and o the r  oppo r tun i t i es .  E i g h t  pages i n  l eng th ,  t h e  f i f t h  i ssue  
f e a t u r e s  a r t i s t  Tamara de Lempicka, a long w i t h  a r t i c l e s  on t h e  Center f o r  t h e  
H l s t o r v  o f  American Needlework and keeoina t r a c k  o f  a r twork  and shows. 
announcements, and l e t t e r s .  According t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  IWAA News w i l l  t r i p l e  i n  
s i z e  i n  t h e  nex t  year. 

Law d I n e q u a l i t y :  A Journal  of Theory and Prac t ice .  June 1983- . E d i t o r :  
Jane Binder.  Pub l i shed by law students o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Minnesota. 
Semiannual. Subscr ip t ions :  $6. S ing le  copy: $3 p l u s  $1.50 postage and 
hand1 i ng . Subscr ip t  i o n  address : U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Minnesota Law School , 229 19 th  
Ave. south, M i  nneapol i s, MN 55155. (issue- examined: v. 1, no. 1, June 1983) 

Cathar ine  A. MacKinnon i s  f a c u l t y  adv isor  t o  t h i s  new j o u r n a l ,  which w i l l  
depa r t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l e g a l  j ou rna l  format  t o  i n c l u d e  
e x p e r i e n t i a l  , l i t e r a r y  and community-based a r t i c l e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s o c i a l  , 
e m p i r i c a l  and t r a d i t i o n a l  d o c t r i n a l  w r i t i n g s .  The j ou rna l  ' s  f i r s t  volume 
focuses on gender i n e q u a l i t y .  I n  t h i s  f i r s t  i ssue a re  a r t i c l e s  on equal 
r i g h t s ,  women's e n t r y  i n t o  n o n t r a d i t i o n a l  occupdtions, abor t ion ,  
homosexual i t y .  

Maize: A Lesbian Country Magazine. Spr i  ng/Summer 9983 [i .e. ,19831- 
Edi t o r I P u b l  i sher: Beverl  v  Brown. Semiannual . Subscr ip t ions  : $6. S inq le  copy: 
$3. s u b s c r i p t i o n  address-: Box 568, Preston Hollow, NY 12469. ' (issue examined: 
v.1, no. 1, Spr ing Summer 9983) 

For l esb ians  on1 y, Maize seeks t o  cover l e s b i a n  experiences w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
n a t u r a l  resources, food, hea l i ng  a r t s ,  mediat ion,  coopera t ive  economic 



experiments, and app rop r i a te  technologies,  sub jec ts  t hey  see as " i n t ima te1  y  
i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  one another,  w i t h  a n t i - r a c i  s t  and a n t i - p a t r i a r c h a l  s t rugg les ,  
l o c a l  and g loba l  a f f a i r s ,  and w i t h  t h e  c r i t i c a l  quest ions lesb ians  must 
con f ron t .  . . ." Inc luded i n  t h i s  f i r s t  32-page i ssue  a re  a r t i c l e s  on a  s o l a r  
greenhouse p r o j e c t ,  t h e  Seneca Women's Peace Encampmeot, agr ibus iness  and 
women's rep roduc t i ve  fu tu re ,  and t h e  l e s b i a n  geography o f  r u r a l  change. 

O f  a  L i k e  Mind. Hallows 1983- . E d i t o r :  Lynn Levy. Quar te r l y .  Subscr ip t ions  
w i t h  membership i n  OALM) : $7-521 s l i d i n g  scale. Subscr ip t ion  address: c /o  

A.C.G., Box 6021, Madison, W I  53716. ( Issue examined: v.1, no.1, Hal lows 1983) 

" O f  a  L i k e  Mind i s  a  women's s p i r i t u a l  network dedicated t o  b r i n g i n g  women 
t o g e t h e r  f o l l o w i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  pa th  t o  s p i r i t u a l  growth. I t s  focus i s  on 
Goddess re1 i g i o n s ,  women's myster ies,  paganism and our  e a r t h  connections." I n  
t h i s  f i r s t  i ssue a r e  a r t i c l e s  on goddesses, we1 lness, dreams, a s t r a l  ogy, 
t a r o t ,  and women's sp i  r i t u a l  i t y  , a1 ong w i  t h  reviews and announcements. 

P ink  Ink. J u l y  1983- . E d i t o r :  Dean Haynes. l l / y e a r .  Subscri p t i  ons : $12.50; 
WS.). Sing le  copy: $1.50. Subsc r i p t i on  address: P.O. Box 287, S t a t i o n  H, 
Toronto, On ta r i o  M4C 552, Canada. ( Issues examined: v.1, no.2, J u l y  1983; v.1, 
no.2, August 1983; v.1, no.3, September 1983) 

Pink I n k  seeks t o  p rov ide  a  n a t i o n a l  forum f o r  lesb ians  and gay men i n  Canada. 
T h e o r s  w r i t e  i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  issue,  " A  pr imary commitment o f  Pink Ink  i s  
t h e  equal involvement  o f  men and women i n  a l l  aspects o f  t h e  m a g a c .  . 
Whi le l esb ians  and gay men share a  common oppression, we w i l l  a l s o  address t h e  
oppress ion  of l e s b i  ans as women. " Publ i shed i n  newspaper format,  these f i  r s  t 
ve ry  s u b s t a n t i a l  issues vary i n  l e n g t h  from 36 t o  52 pages, and i n c l u d e  
l e t t e r s ,  news, f e a t u r e  a r t i c l e s ,  i n te rv iews ,  poetry ,  and reviews. 

R e b i r t h  of Artemis. 1982- . E d i t o r :  L o r r a i n e  Moreau-Laverri ere. 
S u b s c r i  p t i o n s  : $4.50. S ing le  copy: $3. Subscr ip t ion  address: ASTRA 
Publ i c a t i o n s ,  24 Edgewood Terrace, Methuen, MA 01844. ( Issues examined: no. 1, 
1982; no.2, 1983) 

S u b t i t l e d  "a s e l e c t i o n  o f  poe t r y  w r i t t e n - b y  qmen  about women," t h e  f i r s t  two 
i ssues  o f  t h i s  j ou rna l  o f f e r  work by 27 and 37 w'omen respec t i ve l y .  

Sage: A Scho la r l y  Journal  on Black Women. A p r i l  1984- . Ed i to rs :  P a t r i c i a  
B e l l  -Sco t t  and Bever ly  Guy-Sheftal l  . Semiannual. Subscr ip t ions :  $15' ( i n d i v . )  ; 
$25 ( i n s t .  ). Reduced r a t &  f o r  c h a r t e r  subscr ip t ions .  s u b s c r i p t i o n  address:. 
P.O. Box 42741, A t lan ta ,  GA 30311-0741. (Press re lease)  

Sage in tends  t o  p rov ide  an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  forum f o r  t h e  d iscuss ion  of 
i ssues  r e l a t i n g  t o  Black women. Each issue w i l l  con ta in  f e a t u r e  a r t i c l e s  and 
c r i t i c a l  essays, i n te rv iews ,  reviews, research repor ts ,  and conference 
announcements. Education, mother-daughter re1 a t i o n s h i  ps, hea l th ,  and b lack  
f e m i n i s t  t heo ry  w i l l  be t h e  focus o f  t h e  f irrt f o u r  issues. 



Samya Shakt i  : A Journal o f  Women's Studies. J u l y  1983- . Annual. 
3 u b s c r i p t t o n s  : $10 ( i n t e r n a t i o n a l  pos ta l  o rder  o r  bank d r a f t  1. Subscr ip t ion  
address': D i r e c t o r ,  cen t re  f o r  women ' s  Development Studies, 8143, ~anchshee l  
Enclave, New Del h i  -110017, Ind ia .  ( I ssue examined: v.1, no.1, J u l y  1983) 

This  f i r s t  i ssue focuses on the  relevance, t h e  exper i  ence and t h e  f u t u r e  o f  
women's s tud ies ,  i n c l u d i n g  overviews o f  women's s tud ies  i n  t h e  U.S. and Ind ia ,  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  women's conferences, t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women's co l leges ,  women's 
h i  s to ry ,  women i n  l i t e r a t u r e  and r i t u a l  , t h e  s o c i a l  sciences, and women and 
devel opment . A1 so i n c l  udes several  b iog raph i ca l  prof i 1 es and book reviews. 
The second i ssue  w i l l  focus on women's r o l e  i n  movements. 

T roub le  and S t r i f e .  Winter 1983- . 3/year. Seamail subsc r i p t i ons  : $11.50 
i n d i v . ) ;  $29 i ns t . ) .  A i rma i l  subsc r i p t i ons :  $16 ( ind iv . ) .  Subsc r i p t i on  

i d d r e s s :  30 B r i d e n e l l  Ave., Leeds LS6 lHD, England. ( Issue examined: no.1, 
Win ter  1983) 

"We hope t h a t  t h i s  magazine w i l l  p rov ide  a  new cen t re  f o r  . . . r a d i c a l  
feminism. . . e x p l o r i n g  i n  depth issues which a re  o f  d i r e c t  and c u r r e n t  
re levance t o  t h e  Women's L i b e r a t i o n  Movement i n  B r i t a i n .  . . . An impor tan t  
p a r t  o f  our commitment t o  open debate i s  t o  develop l i n k s  w i t h  r a d i c a l  
f e m i n i s t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  o the r  coun t r i es  wor ld  wide. . ." ( E d i t o r i a l  ). I n  t h i s  

, f i r s t  i ssue  (56p.) a r e  a r t i c l e s  on t h e  Greenham Common Women's Peace Camp, 
f a t  and feminism, Redstockings, psychoanalysis and feminism, a  B r i t i s h  
conference on Lesbian sexua l i t y ,  and Thatcherism as ant i - feminism; a  l e t t e r  on 
a n t i - s e m i t i s m  and racism; a  book review; and an i n te rv iew .  T  & S  welcomes 
unsol  i c i  t e d  a r t i c l e s ,  bu t  does no t  p lan  t o  p u b l i s h  poe t r y  o n t i o n .  

Woodswomen News. June 1982- . E d i t o r  : Jane Eastwood. Semi annual . 
Subsc r i p t i ons  ( w i t h  membership i n  Woodswomen): $10. Subscr ip t ion  address: 2550 
P i l l s b u r y  Ave. South, Minneapol is,  MN 55404. ( Issues examined: v.1, no.1, June 
1982; v.2, no.1, Spring/Summer 1983; v.2, no.2, F a l l / W i n t e r  1983) 

Woodswomen i s  an o rgan i za t i on  p r o v i d i n g  outdoor t r i p s  f o r  women, l e d  by women 
guides. The news le t t e r  serves as a  f o rum- fo r  t h e  membership t o  share outdoors 
exper iences and news. The t h r e e  issues  under 'examination vary  i n  l e n g t h  from 
e i g h t  t o  s i x t e e n  pages, newspaper format. The most recent  i ssue  i nc ludes  
a r t i c l e s  on t r i p s  t o  Nepal and Greece, P r o j e c t  ELF i n  Wisconsin, a  women's 
peace encampment i n  St. Paul, along w i t h  announcements, a  review, and more. 

SPECIAL ISSUES OF PERIODICALS 

American Bar Assoc ia t i on  Journal v.69, October 1983: "Women i n  t h e  Law." 
h a 1  l ab  l e  from: American Bar Associat ion,  1155 East 60 th  St., Chicago, I L  
60637. Subscr ip t ions  : $20 (non-members). S ing le  copy: $5. ( Issue exami ned) 

Report on a  nat ionwide survey o f  women lawyers; a r t i c l e s  on problems faced by 
women e n t e r i n g  t h e  l ega l  p ro fess ion  and t h e  u n w r i t t e n  code f o r  success; an 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  J u s t i c e  Sandra Day OIConnor; and p r o f i l e s  o f  12 successful 
1  awyers. 



C o n t a c t / I I :  A Bimonthly Poet ry  Magazine v.5, n0.27/28/29, Fa1 1  -Winter 
1982lWinter-Spr ing 1983: "Women W r i t i n g  On." Ava i l ab le  from: P.O. Box 451. 
Bowl ing   re en' s t a t i o n ,  New York, NY 10004. Subscr ip t ions : $8 ( i n d i v . )  ; $14 
( i ns t . ) .  S ing le  copy: $6. ( Issue examined) 

Th is  106-page spec ia l  t r i p l e  i ssue  i s  packed w i t h  reviews, a r t i c l e s  (on Audre 
Lorde, Judy Grahn, Laura Rid ing,  Carolyn Forche), poe t r y  by over 40 w r i t e r s ,  
and drawings and photographs. Tucked i n  a t  t h e  end as a  supplement i s  a  smal l  
p o e t r y  c o l  l e c t i o n  by Mei -Mei Berssenbrugge e n t i t l e d  "Pack Rat Sieve." 

. Denver Q u a r t e r l y  v.17, no.4, Winter 1983: " L i t e r a r y  Images o f  Women.'' Guest 
Ed.: S ieg l i nde  Lug. Ava i l ab le  from: U n i v e r s i t y  of Denver, Denver, CO 80208. 
Subsc r i p t i ons :  $8. S ing le  copy: $2. ( Issue examined) 

O f f e r s  f i c t i o n  by Mar i l yn  Tay lo r  and Jean L iebentha l  ; poe t r y  by e i g h t  w r i t e r s ;  
and a r t i c l e s  on Lessing, f e m i n i s t  c r i t i c i s m ,  t h e  female novel o f  development, 
e t h n i c  women w r i t e r s ,  Drabble and Chopin, E d i t h  Wharton, and "woman as 
f a m i l  i a l  cen te r  i n  modern American f i c t i o n . "  

Journal o f  Educat ional  Thought v. 17, no.2, August 1983: "Women's Studies and 
k i g h e r  tducat ion."  Ava i l ab le  from: Facu l t y  o f  Education. The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
ca igary ,  2500 U n i v e r s i t y  Dr.  N.W., c a l g a 6 ,  A lber ta ,  ~ a n a d a  T2N 1N4. 

- 

Subscr ip t ions :  $15 ( i nd i v . )  ; $20 ( inst . ) .  S ing le  copy $7. ( Issue examined) 
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' O f f e r s  a r t i c l e s  on women's s tud ies  i n  Canada, t h e  U.S., Great B r i t a i n ,  New 
Zeal and, and Aus t ra l  i a, and a  13-page annotated b i  b l  iography o f  Engl i sh- 
language sources (1970-82) f o r  "s tudy ing  women a t  home and abroad." 

New Pages: News and Reviews o f  t h e  Progress ive  Book Trade no.7, Winter  1983: 
-omen i n  P r i n t :  A Special  Section." Ed. by Mary Biggs. Ava i l ab le  from 4426 S. 
Belsay Rd., Grand Blanc, M I  48439. Subscr ip t ions :  $12. S ing le  copy: $2.50. 
( Issue examined) 

A r t i c l e s  inc lude:  "The Feminis t  Press as Revo lu t ionary  Coffee K la t sch "  (Mary 
Biggs);  "A  Conversat ion w i t h  Char is  Bookstore"; and "So Long, B i g  Daddy: 
Femin i s t  Sel f -Pub l i sh ing "  ( C h a r l o t t e  M i l l s ) .  A l so  o f f e r s  annotated l i s t i n g s  o f  
women I s  presses, women's p e r i o d i c a l s ,  and o the r  resources. 

Southern Q u a r t e r l y :  A Journal o f  t h e  A r t s  i n  t h e  South v.XXI, 170.4, ,Summer 
1983: "Contemporary Southern Wr i te rs :  I." td. by Peggy Whitman Prenshaw. 
A v a i l a b l e  from: Southern S ta t i on ,  Box 5078, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Southern 
M i s s i s s i p p i ,  Hat t iesburg ,  MS 39406. Subscr ip t ions :  $7. S ing le  copy: $2.50. 
( Issue examined) 

Th is  i s  t h e  f i  r s t  o f  two speci a1 issues on Southern women w r i t e r s  whose f i r s t  
nove ls  o r  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  sho r t  s t o r i e s  were pub l i shed a f t e r  1945. C r i t i c a l  
a r t i c l e s  d iscuss  t h e  work o f  Anne Ty le r ,  A l i c e  Walker, Ga i l  Godwin, Bever ly  
Lowry, S h i r l e y  Ann Grau, L i s a  A l t he r ,  and E l l e n  Douglas. Also i nc luded  a r e  a  
c h e c k l i s t  o f  sources by and about t h e  seven authors under d iscussion,  and an 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Southern women w r i t e r s .  



ITEmS OF NOTE 
WOMEN AS AN UNDERSERVED POPULATION i s  a  s l i de - tape  program developed by t h e  
Committee on t h e  Status o f  Women fn L i b r a r i a n s h i p  (COSWL) o f  t he  American 
L i b r a r y  Associat ion.  Su i t ab le  f o r  l i b r a r y  educat ion, s t a f f  development 
workshops o r  p ro fess iona l  programs, i t  i s  intended as a  guide f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  
and overcoming b a r r i e r s  t o  se rv ing  women i n  l i b r a r i e s .  The program i s  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  purchase f o r  $50 from: COSWL, American L i b r a r y  Associat ion,  50 
East Huron, Chicago, I L  60611. Rental i s  $15 p l u s  postage from ALA 
I n t e r 1  i b r a r y  Loan a t  t h e  same address. 

The r e c e n t l y  pub l i shed GUIDE TO FILMS ON REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS descr ibes and 
eva lua tes  60 f i l m s ,  v ideotapes and sl ideshows on issues such as abor t ion ,  
b i  r t h  c o n t r o l ,  ch i l dca re ,  women's h e a l t h  care, l e s b i a n  and gay issues, 
s te r i .1  i z a t i o n  , rep roduc t i ve  hazards i n  t he  workplace and t h e  envi  ronment , 
sexual i t y  , teenage pregnancy, and f a m i l y  and household arrangements. A j o i n t  
p r o j e c t  o f  Media Network and t h e  Reproduct ive R igh ts  Nat ional  Network, i n  
coope ra t i on  w i t h  t h e  F i lm Fund, t h e  24-page Guide de f ines  reproduc t ive  r i g h t s  
as " r i g h t s  t h a t  would he lp  g ran t  us t h e  f r e e m o  c o n t r o l  our own 
rep roduc t i ve  and sexual l i ves . "  De ta i l ed  advice on how t o  organize a  
successfu l  f i l m  screening i s  a l so  inc luded i n  t h e  Guide, which i s  $2 ( p l u s  $1 

, postage) from: Media Network, 208 W. 13 th  St .  New York, NY 10011. 

WOMEN'S ISSUES and SIGNIFICANT WOMEN AND THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS are  two sub jec t  
c a t a l o g s  o f  d o c t o r a ' i l v a i l a b l e  f r e e  of 
charge by U n i v e r s i t y  Mic ro f i lms .  "Women's Issues" l i s t s  1250 recent  (1982-83) 
d i s s e r t a t i o n s  and theses from across t h e  d i s c i p l i n e s .  w i t h  c i t a t i o n s  t o  
D i s s e r t a t i o n  Abs t rac t s  o r  Masters Abstracts.  " s i g n i f i c a n t  Women" covers a  
7onger  t ime  per iod ,  from a t  l e a s t  t h e  '50s through 1983. Wr i te :  U n i v e r s i t y  
M ic ro f i lms  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  P.O. Box 1764, Ann Arbor, M I  48106; o r  c a l l  : 1-800- 
521-0600/3042. 

WOMEN'S PERIODICALS I N  THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN LIBRARY i s  an 
annual ly -updated l i s t i n g  o f  a1 1  women's p e r i o d i c a l s  added t o  t h e  co l  l e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  l i b r a r y  s i nce  J u l y  1974. This  t i s t i n g  serves t o  update t h e  
major  re fe rence  sou r i e  f o r  women ' s  p e r i o d i c a l s  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  Women's 
P e r i o d i c a l s  and Newspapers from t h e  18 th  Century t o  1981 e d i t e d  b y x P .  
Danky (G.K. Hal 1, 1982). A l l  t i t l e s  l i s t e d ,  w i t h  a  few except ions, 'are, o r  
w i l l  be, m i c r o f i l m e d  by t h e  Soc ie ty  and copies o f  t h e  f i l m  may be purchased o r  
ob ta ined on i n t e r l i b r a r y  loan. Request t h e  c u r r e n t  (September 1983) l i s t i n g  
from: James P. Danky, Newspapers and P e r i o d i c a l s  L i b r a r i a n ,  S ta te  H i s t o r i c a l  
Soc ie t y  of Wisconsin, 816 S ta te  St., Madison, W I  53706. 

LESBIAN CATALOG FOUR (Fa1 l / W i  n t e r  1983-84) has been pub1 i shed by Womanbooks, a  
New York C i t y  f e m i n i s t  bookstore. Ed i ted  by J u d i t h  McDaniel , t h e  16-page 
annotated 1  i s t i n g  covers books, j o u r n a l  s  and magazines, newspapers, speci a1 
i ssues  o f  p e r i o d i c a l s ,  and records and casset tes  on a  wide range of t op i cs ,  
w i t h  spec ia l  guides t o  works by and about l esb ian  women o f  co lo r ,  Jewish 
l esb ians ,  p h y s i c a l l y  chal lenged lesb ians ,  aging lesbians,  and working-class 
1  esb i  ans. Order f o r  $1 from: Womanbooks, 201 W. 92 St.,  New York, NY 10025. 

MORE RARE AND OUT-OF-PRINT BOOKS FOR WOMEN'S STUDIES. Pau le t t e  Rose Ltd. has 
a v a i l a b l e  a  number o f  ca ta logs  a t t e s t i n g  t o  t h e i r  "profound sense o f  



commitment t o  c o l l e c t i n g  and o f f e r i n g  t h e  w r i t i n g s  of women authors."  T i t l e s  
i n c l u d e  "George Sand" ( L i s t  82-3),  "Women's L i v e s "  ( L i s t  81-2), "Twent ie th-  
Century L i t e r a r y  Women" ( L i s t  82-2) and "Most ly  Women--A Backward Glance a t  
t h e  17th,  18 th  and 19 th  Centur ies"  ( L i s t  83-2). Wr i t e  P a u l e t t e  Rose a t  360 
East 72nd S t . ,  New York, NY 10021, o r  c a l l  (212) 861-5607. "Women i n  A r t :  
A r t i s t s  and Others" (Catalogue 20) i s  a 1983 1 i s t i n g  from B lue  R ider  Books. 
The t h i  r d  i n  a se r i es ,  t h i s  c a t a l o g  o f f e r s  o u t - o f - p r i n t  and scarce books by 
and about women c r i t i c s ,  cu ra to rs ,  teachers, c o l  l e c t o r s ,  pa in te rs ,  scu lp to rs ,  
p r i  ntmakers, ill u s t r a t o r s ,  photographers, and appl i ed a r t i s t s .  Wr i te :  B lue 
R ide r  Books, 65 Mt. Auburn St., Cambridge, MA 02138. Barbara B i l s o n  Books, 
s p e c i a l  i z i n g  i n  modern f i r s t  e d i t i o n s  and o u t - o f - p r i n t  books, has a v a i l a b l e  a 
Fa1 1 1983 1 i s t i n g  o f  "Books By and About Women Authors"  (Catalogue Two). The 
c a t a l o g  1 i s t s  224 works o f  biography, autobiography, l e t t e r s  and memoi r s ;  
f i c t i o n ;  p o e t r y  and drama; and n o n - f i c t i o n ,  essays and l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m .  
Wr i t e :  Barbara B i l  son Books, 2619 Pear l  S t . ,  Santa Monica, CA 90405, o r  c a l l  
(213) 450-4744. Independent Woman Books, which has s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  o l d ,  r a r e  
and o u t - o f - p r i n t  l e s b i a n  f i c t i o n ,  b iography and paperbacks, i s  un fo r tuna te1  y 
c l o s i n g  down, un less a buyer i s  found. A l i s t  of t i t l e s  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  from 
Independent Woman Books can be requested from C h r i s t i n e  Pat tee,  23 B r i s t o l  
St.,  Wethersf i  e l  d, CT 06109. ( A d d i t i o n a l  dea le rs  i n  r a r e  and ou t -o f  - p r i  n t  
books f o r  women's s tud ies  a r e  descr ibed  i n  - FC Fa1 1 1981, Winter  1983, and Fa1 1 
1983. ) 

' WISCONSIN BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
IN WOmEN'S STUDIES 
Three new t i t l e s  have been added over  t h e  pas t  q u a r t e r  t o  our  c o n t i n u i n g  
se r i es ,  "Wisconsin Bib1 i og raph ies  i n  Women's Studies." "New Reference Works 
i n  Women's Studies, 1982183" i s  a two-and-one-ha1 f-page 1 i s t i n g  o f  t h e  bes t  
women's s t u d i e s  re fe rence  works pub l i shed i n  t h e  l a s t  year .  A l l  were reviewed 
i n  p rev ious  i ssues  o f  Femin is t  Col l e c t i o n s .  "Women i n  S c i e n t i f i c  and 
Technica l  Careers : A Basic B ib l i og raphy "  i s  a four-page annotated read ing  1 i s t  
o f  books and a r t i c l e s  f o r  women cons ide r i ng  careers i n  sc ience o r  technology. 
"Women and Power: A B ib l i og raphy  o f  Femin is t  Wr i , t i ngsM i s  a four-page 
annotated 1 i s t  "meant t o  p rov ide  a p rovoca t ive ,  i n t e r d i  s c i  p l  i nary sampling o f  
r ecen t  works on power r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  women's l i v e s ,  from a f e m i n i s t  
perspect ive."  A l l  t h r e e  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  were compi led by Susan Searing. To 
reques t  any o f  these t i t 1  es, w r i t e :  Women ' s  Studies L i b r a r i  an-at-Large, 112A 
Memorial L i b r a r y ,  728 S t a t e  St.,  Madison, W I  53706. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

The morning t h a t  I w r i t e  t h i s  Wisconsin P u b l i c  Radio r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  b i r t h  
r a t e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  i s  r i s i n g .  The number o f  new t i t l e s  on books to re  shelves 
and a r t i c l e s  i n  popular  p u b l i c a t i o n s  about pregnancy and pa ren t i ng  i s  a l s o  
o b v i o u s l y  growing. There i s  i nc reas ing  debate about new ideas, new research 
f i n d i n g s  , new and amazi ng o b s t e t r i c  techniques, resources, and opt ions.  



Enough t o  confuse us a l l .  But one o f  t h e  new books, The Whole B i r t h  Catalog, 
can serve as a  guide t o  t h i s  avalanche o f  ma te r i a l s .  This  book i s  v i r t u a l l y  a  
l i b r a r y  i n  i t s e l f ,  as we l l  as an i n f o r m a t i v e  manual and even a  d e l i g h t f u l  
p i c t u r e  g a l l e r y  about b i  r t h .  The Cata log  w i l l  be use fu l  f o r  paren ts  and 
expectant  parents,  c h i 1  db i  r t h  educators, h e a l t h  care  p ro fess iona l s  and 
p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  o rgan izers  and a c t i v i s t s ,  and l i b r a r i a n s .  

Author Janet Isaacs Ashford i s  e d i t o r  and pub l i she r  o f  Ch i l db i  r t h  A l t e r n a t i v e s  
u a r t e r l  and was co-founder and d i r e c t o r  o f  Long I s l a n d  Ch i l db i  w rt h  
t e r n a t i v e s ,  a  consumer o rgan iza t ion .  She w r i t e s ,  "I have learned about 

b i  r t h  th rough g i v i n g  b i r t h ,  through a t tend ing  g the r  women's b i r t h s ,  through 
t a l k i n g  w i t h  mothers, through reading, and through my work as an e d i t o r  o f  a  
c h i l d b i  r t h  newsletter. ' '  Her t a l e n t  as a  p ro fess iona l  a r t i s t  i s  a1 so ev iden t  
i n  t h i s  volume. 

C o n t r i b u t i n g  e d i t o r s  P r i y a  Morganstern, Susan Rivard,  and Mary Scot t  each 
h o l d  degrees i n  h e a l t h  p ro fess ions  and have broad exper ience i n  a l t e r n a t i v e  
h e a l t h  o rgan i za t i ons  and t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  medical system. The e n t i r e  book was 
rev iewed f o r  medical accuracy by Susan Rivard, 1  icensed m idw i fe  and co-founder 
o f  t h e  S e a t t l e  Midwi fe ry  School. 

, The r e s u l t  i s  a  volume which combines a  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  accuracy w i t h  a  
compassionate, e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  and personal1 zed s t y l e  very much i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  
of t h e  past  decade o f  women's h e a l t h  w r i t i n g  pioneered by Our Bodies 
Oursel ves. 

The Whole B i r t h  Catalog i s  comprised o f  four  major  sec t ions  -- "Being 
Pregnant,"  "G iv ing  B i r t h , "  " L i v i n g  i n  a  Family," and "Working f o r  Change," 
f o l l o w e d  by an ex tens ive  index. Over 50 subsect ions t r e a t  t o p i c s  such as 
f e t a l  development ; n u t r i t i o n ,  drugs and hazards du r i ng  pregnancy; pregnancy 
a f t e r  30; cesarean sec t i on ;  b i  r t h  centers;  nurse and l a y  midwives; home b i  r t h ;  
s t i l  l b i  r t h  and i n f a n t  death; i n f e r t i l i t y ;  abor t ion ;  o rgan iza t ions  and 
o rgan i z ing ;  and l e s b i a n  mothers. These subsect ions vary i n  l e n g t h  from two t o  
about t e n  pages. 

- 

\ 

More than 1000 i tems a r e  reviewed and l i s t e d  i n  t h i s  encyclopedic volume, 
i n c l u d i n g  books, magazines, j o u r n a l s ,  r e p r i n t s ,  brochures, posters,  c l o t h i n g  
and home-sewi ng pa t te rns ,  equipment f o r  b i  r t h i  ng and f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  records, 
and f i l m s .  P u b l i c a t i o n s  and o t h e r  i tems come from a  wide spectrum o f  sources, 
rang ing  from t h e  American Medical Assoc ia t ion  t o  a l t e r n a t i v e  presses, 
mainstream pub1 i shers, i n d i v i d u a l s ,  home o r  co t tage  i n d u s t r i e s ,  profess ional  
and consumer o rgan iza t ions .  Many i tems a r e  shown i n  photographs, drawings, o r  
reproduc t ions  . 
A t y p i c a l  s e c t i o n  i nc ludes  one o r  more reviews o f  books o r  o the r  p r i n t e d  
m a t e r i a l s ,  each p r o v i d i n g  complete b ib1  i ographica l  i n f o r m a t i o n  and an address 
and p r i c e  f o r  o rder ing .  A b r i e f  summary o f  content,  w i t h  bo th  p o s i t i v e  
c r i t i c i s m  and reserva t ions ,  i s  f o l l owed  by a  sho r t  excerp t  from t h e  i t em under 
review, g i v i n g  a  " t a s t e "  o f  it. Some sec t ions  a l s o  o f f e r  an i n fo rma t i ona l  
a r t i c l e .  For example, "Should You Have an Amniocentesis?" exp la ins  t h e  
procedure, l i s t s  t h e  reasons i t  i s  done, and i l l u s t r a t e s  technique and 
equipment. A sec t i on  may a l s o  l i s t  severa l  a d d i t i o n a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  f ~ r  . 
f u r t h e r  reading. 



Ashford has a  s t rong commi tment t o  ch i1  dbi  r t h  a1 t e r n a t i v e s ,  t o  p r o v i d i n g  
readers w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f t e n  no t  encountered i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  medical 
system. This  pe rspec t i ve  i s  apparent i n  her  choice o f  t i t l e s .  For example, 
"Controvers ies i n  Ch i l  db i  r t h "  discusses o b s t e t r i c a l  p rac t i ces ,  drugs i n  l abo r ,  
and cesarean sec t ion ,  wh i l e  "A1 t e r n a t i v e s  i n  Ch i l  db i  r t h "  descr ibes fami l y -  
cen tered  care, home b i r t h ,  and midwi fe ry  -- a l l  c e r t a i n l y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i n  
some qua r te rs !  However, though her  own pe rspec t i ve  i s  q u i t e  ev ident ,  Ashford 
i s  never polemical  i n  her  p resen ta t i on  nor  l e s s  than f a i r  and balanced i n  her  
t rea tment  o f  con t rove rs i  a1 issues. 

The Cata lo  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  c l e a r  and access ib le  language w i t h  a  minimum o f  
medica -p jargon. The revi-ewers i n d i c a t e  which m a t e r i a l s  a re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
s u i t e d  t o  readers w i t h  l i m i t e d  reading s k i  11s; some Laubach L i t e r a c y  
p u b l i c a t i o n s  a re  inc luded,  f o r  example. A few Spanish-language m a t e r i a l s  a r e  
reviewed; o therw ise  t h e  coverage i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  sources i n  Engl ish.  

E n t r i e s  a re  general 1  y we1 1  cross-referenced and readers a r e  d i  r ec ted  t o  
c o n s u l t  t h e  index f o r  s p e c i f i c  r e l a t e d  top ics .  However, t h e r e  a r e  occasional  
gaps. For example, t h e r e  i s  no cross-reference from "Psychology o f  Pregnancy" 
i n  t h e  "Being Pregnant" sec t i on  t o  "Psychology and Socio logy o f  C h i l d b i r t h "  i n  
t h e  "Ch i ldbear ing  i n  Perspect ive"  sec t ion .  And a t  l e a s t  one book i s  reviewed 
by two d i f f e r e n t  c o n t r i b u t o r s  i n  two d i f f e r e n t  sec t ions  w i thou t  a  cross-  

' reference.  But these a re  minor  f laws i n  a  use fu l  and d e l i g h t f u l  book. 

Ashford and her  pub1 i sher,  The Crossing Press, have commi t t e d  thernsel ves t o  
i s s u i n g  a  rev i sed  and updated e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Cata lo every 18 t o  24 months, 
"as l o n g  as t h e r e  a re  enough sa les  and i n t e r e s  -fP o warrant  it." Ashford 
i n v i t e s  readers t o  submit  ma te r i a l s ,  ideas, reviews, and ar twork f o r  poss ib le  
i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  nex t  e d i t i o n .  I n  t h e  meantime, C h i l d b i r t h  A l t e r n a t i v e s  
Q u a r t e r l y  w i l l  serve t o  update t h e  present  e d i t i o n .  

Th is  i s  a  very moving book. Probably o n l y  a  rev iewer would i n t e n t i o n a l l y  read 
s t r a i g h t  th rough i t  t o  a r r i v e  amazed and somewhat overwhelmed a t  t h e  
conclus ion.  Nonetheless, t h e  l i b r a r i a n ,  -student o r  expectant paren t  who 
c o n s u l t s  t h e  Ca ta lo  as a  re fe rence source should perhaps be caut ioned aga ins t  
t h e  very  r e a l  + anger o f  u n w i t t i n g l y  being drawn i n t o  i t s  f a s c i n a t i n g  t o t a l i t y .  

-- Carolyn K e i t h  

[Caro lyn K e i t h  i s  coo rd ina to r  o f  h e a l t h  educat ion and advocacy a t  Bread & 
Roses Women's Hea l th  Center, Milwaukee, where she w r i t e s  t h e  news le t t e r  
I r r e g u l a r  Pe r i od i ca l  ( a v a i l  ab le  by subsc r i p t i on ) .  She has been a  co-founder 
o f  t h e  Women's Crisi's L ine ,  Endometr iosis Associat ion,  Task Force on Bat te red  
Women, and o the r  women's serv ices.  Her w r i t i n g  has been publ ished i n  about 
two dozen women's, p ro fess iona l ,  and o the r  pub l i ca t i ons .  Cu r ren t l y  she i s  a  
doc to ra l  s tudent  i n  Urban Socia l  I n s t i t u t i o n s  a t  UW-Milwaukee. She a1 so has 
t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  a t  co l lege. ]  t 



S i n i s t e r  Wisdom 22/23, 1983: " A  Gathering o f  S p i r i t  : North American I n d i a n  
'Women's Issue." Guest e d i t o r :  Beth Brant  (Degonwadonti ). $6.50. Ava i l ab le  
f rom S i n i s t e r  Wisdom, P.O. Box 1023, Rockland, ME 04841. 

According t o  t h e  1980 census,' t h e r e  a re  approximate1 y  1,420,400 American 
Ind ians ,  Alaskan Nat ives ,  and A leu t3  I n  Nor th America, rep resen t i ng  
approx imate ly  200 d i f f e r e n t  t r i b e s .  I n  t h i s  spec ia l  i s sue  o f  S i n i s t e r  
Wisdom, e d i t o r  Beth Brant  has gathered and arranged t h e  w r i  t i  n g m I n d i  an 
women from 40 d i f f e r e n t  I n d i a n  nat ions. The c o l l e c t i o n  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  
h i s t o r i c a l  and contemporary photographs and reproduc t ions  o f  drawings, 
p a i n t i n g s ,  and scu lp tu re .  The assemblage o f  t h i s  handful  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  by 
I n d i a n  women i s  i t s e l f  an accomplishment. While I n d i a n  c u l t u r e s '  emphasis on 
o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  has i n  i t s e l f  c rea ted  a  b a r r i e r  t o  w r i t t e n  expression, so a l so  
has t h e  non-Indian p u b l i s h i n g  world.  M a t e r i a l  w r i t t e n  by Amerlcan I n d i a n  
au thors  has no marketplace i n  t h e  American 1  i t e r a r y  scene. 

I n  her  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  Beth Brant  r e f e r s  t o  h e r s e l f  as a  weaver, a  s t o r y t e l l e r .  
I n  he r  r o l e  as weaver, she has se lec ted  t h e  va ry ing  experiences o f  I n d i a n  
women, weaving t h e  pa in  and s u f f e r i n g  toge the r  w i t h  t h e  j o y  and contentment. 
Hers was an arduous task o f  a r rang ing  and p a i r i n g  t h e  f i b e r s  o f  her weave. 
There needed t o  be a  s t rong framework t o  c r e a t e  a  s tu rdy  bu t  b e a u t i f u l  a r t  
piece. The c o l l e c t i o n  b u i l d s  a  s t rong  emotional momentum, w i t h  i t s  ' i n t e r s p e r s i n g  o f  w r i t i n g s  by women o f  many t r i b e s .  My own f e e l i n g ,  however, 
i s  t h a t  a  t i g h t e r  framework -- o rgan i z ing  t h e  ma te r i a l  by theme, t r i b a l  
a f f i l i a t i o n ,  o r  geographic reg ion  -- would have g iven t h e  anthology g r e a t e r  
impact. I n  t h e  absence o f  such a  framework, t h e  reader w i l l  f i n d  It h e l p f u l  
t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  "Notes on Con t r i bu to rs "  f o r  background on t h e  authors. 

It appears t h a t  t h e  edi t o r i a l  task was bo th  an awakening and a  l e a r n i n g  
exper ience fo r  Brant ,  h e r s e l f  a  Bay o f  Q u i n t e  Mohawk. It was a  ga the r i ng  of 
i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  American Ind ian  women. I n  t h a t  sense , ' i t  was f o r  
he r  a  ga the r i ng  o f  s p i r i t ,  i nvok ing  a  f T i c k e r i n g  o f  hope t h a t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  
more I n d i a n  women w r i t e r s  w i l l  have g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  w r i t e  and w i l l  
succeed i n  having t h e i  r works pub1 i shed. - 

The concerns o f  I n d i a n  women a r e  many. Only a  few can be h i g h l i g h t e d  i n  a  
j o u r n a l  seeking voices from so many d i ve rse  n a t i v e  c u l t u r e s  from throughout  
t h e  land. Fewer s t i l l  can be brought  ou t  i n  t h i s  b r i e f  review. The women 
represented  here range i n  age from 21  t o  65. Some a re  lesb ian ;  some a r e  
heterosexual .  Among them a r e  bo th  experienced w r i t e r s  (e.g., Paula Gunn 
A l l en ,  L inda Hogan, Wendy Rose, Bea Medicine, Joy Har jo )  and women never 
b e f o r e  publ ished.  Some o f  t h e  women have had t h e i r  f a m i l y  and t r i b a l  
h i s t o r i e s  passed down t o  them i n t a c t .  Others a r e  s t i l l  searching. Brant 
desc r i bes  t h e  vo l  ume's c o n t r i b u t o r s  as fo l l ows :  

We have a  s p i r i t  o f  rage. We a r e  angry women. Angry a t  
w h i t e  men and t h e i r  perversions. The i r  excessive greed and 

1. S t a t i s t i c a l  Abs t rac t  o f  t h e  Un i ted  States:  1982-83, by t h e  U.S. Bureau 
o f  t h e  Census (Washington, D.C.: GPO. 19821, p.32. . .  . 

2. Carol ~ e e  ~anchez . - "sex ,    ace-and Class ~ n t e r s e c t i o n s :  V is ions  of Women 
o f  Color,"  S i n i s t e r  wisdom 22/23 ( l 983 ) ,  p. 151. 



abuse o f  t h e  ear th,  sky, and water. The i r  t echno -ch r i s t i an  
approach t o  any th ing  t h a t  l i v e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  our c h i l d r e n ,  our  
people. We a re  angry a t  I n d i a n  men f o r  t h e i r  r e fusa l s  o f  us. 
For t h e i r  l i m i t e d  v i s i o n  o f  what c o n s t i t u t e s  a  s t rong Nation. 
We a re  angry a t  a  so-ca l led  "women's movement" t h a t  always 
seems t o  f o r g e t  we e x i s t .  . . . We a re  organizers,  we a r e  
freedom f i g h t e r s ,  we a re  fem in i s t s ,  we a r e  healers.  
( I n t r o d u c t i o n )  

Among t h e  issues which a re  addressed i n  these w r i t i n g s  a re  womanhood, puberty,  
r i t e s  of passage i n  t h e  I n d i a n  wor ld,  lesbianism, motherhood, pover ty ,  
a lcoho l i sm,  i n t e r t r i b a l  marr iage and oppression. While i n  many o f  t h e  poems 
and s t o r i e s  t h e r e  a re  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  l i f e  s i t u a t i o n s  common t o  a l l  women, i n  
some p ieces t h e  reader must have knowledge o f  s p e c i f i c  t r i b a l  and i n t e r t r i b a l  
c u l t u r a l  and soc ia l  t r a d i t i o n s .  One r e g r e t  I have about t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  
t h a t  many o f  t h e  w r i t i n g s  w i t h  which t h e  non-Indian woman may most r e a d i l y  
i d e n t i f y  a re  those which p r i m a r i l y  express t h e  pain,  anger, and f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  
I n d i a n  women, r a t h e r  than joyous a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e i  r c u l t u r a l  her i tage .  

C u l t u r a l  events e l  i c i  t m o t i o n a l  responses from I n d i  an audi ences , as i n  
"Navajo Sings" by Nan Benal ly ,  "Green Corn F e s t i v a l "  by Merry Ha r r i s ,  "Pow- 
Wow" by V i c k i e  Sears, and N i l a  Nor thsun's  "The 49." The Ind ians '  way of 
changing an ominous s i t u a t i o n  i n t o  a  humorous one comes through i n  "S to r i es  ' from t h e  Res." by N i l a  NorthSun. One can f e e l  t h e  tenderness o f  a  c h i l d ' s  
l o v e  f o r  her  mother i n  "Mother With Ch i l d "  by Lenore Keeshig-Tobias. Growing 
pa ins  and acceptance i n t o  I n d i a n  womanhood a re  d isp layed i n  Audrey La Forme's 
"The Lamp i n  t h e  Window." 

Beth B r a n t ' s  "A  Long Story"  b r i n g s  t o  l i f e  t h e  helplessness, t e r r o r  and misery 
expe r i  enced by t u r n - o f - t h e  century  I n d i a n  paren ts  whose ch i1  dren were abducted 
by  government agents i n  an e f f o r t  t o  f o r c e  ass im i l a t i on .  A t  t h e  conclus ion,  
t h e  p iece  leaps from 1891 t o  1979, drawing a  p a r a l l e l  between these e a r l i e r  
k idnappings and B r a n t 8 s  own l o s s  o f  c h i l d  custody as a  r e s u l t  o f  her  
1  esb i  an i  sm. 

It i s  smal l  wonder t h a t  today Ind ians  a re  the \sma l l es t  m i n o r i t y  group i n  t h e  
Un i ted  States. We have been made hostages i n  our  own country.  The re1 o c a t i o n  
o f  e n t i r e  t r i b e s  and f a m i l i e s  by t h e  government i s  dep ic ted  i n  Lynn Randa l l ' s  
"Grandma ' s  Story. " Janice Goul d ' s  poem, "Dispossessed ," speaks t o  t h e  fac t  
t h a t  t h i n g s  a re  no longer  t h e  same i f  and when we a r e  f i n a l l y  ab le  t o  come 
home. 

Problems o f  a lcoho l  a d d i c t i o n  cont inue t o  a f f l i c t  I n d i a n  l i v e s  as seen i n  
K a t e r i  S a r d e l l a 8 s  "Urban Dwel lers,"  a  t a l e  o f  two smal l  c h i l d r e n  fend ing  f o r  
themsel ves and t h e i r  two younger b ro thers  -- the1 r f a t h e r  dead, t h e i r  mother 
o f f  a t  t h e  bars. A l i c e  Bowen's poem, "Circumstance," evokes "sweet, red  
wine," ask ing t h a t  i t "make me f o r g e t / t h e  decay o f  h e a r t / t h a t  raped t h e  
l a n d / k i l  l e d  our  i n t i m a t e  f r i e n d s "  (p.66). 

I n te rmar r i age  b r i n g s  t h e  c lash  o f  c u l t u r e s  t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t .  A mother 's  
s t r u g g l e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  term "hal f -breed" t o  her  c h i l d  i s  witnessed i n  " A  
White Man's Word" by Debra Swallow. The t rea tment  o f  "hal f -breeds"  as 
ou tcas ts  can be seen i n  D o r i s  Seale 's  poem, "His  Half-Breed Wife." The end o f  
an i n t e r t r i b a l  marr iage between a  Shoshoni-Bannock man and a  Dakota woman 



l eads  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  l o s s  o f  t h e i r  Dakota h e r i t a g e  and estrangement from 
t h e i r  Dakota mother i n  "A  Family Ma t te r "  by E l i z a b e t h  Cook-Lynn. 

I n  a speech e n t i t l e d  "Sex, Class and Race I n t e r s e c t i o n s / V i s i o n s  o f  Women o f  
Color,"  Carol  Lee Sanchez descr ibes  Ind ians  ' percept ions  o f  t h e  dominant 
c u l t u r e  and t h e  many ways i n  which i t s  va lue system clashes w l t h  I nd ians ' .  
She admonishes a1 1 non-Indians t o  l e a r n  from t h e  accumulated wisdom o f  I n d i a n  
n a t i o n s  and t o  p lay  a p a r t  i n  combat t ing t h e  negat ive  media coverage which 
American Ind ians  receive.  

"Keep a Dime" by Deborah Swallow i s  a poem which dep i c t s  t h e  l i f e  o f  an 
a c t i v i s t  I n d i a n  woman as she works f o r  I n d i a n  r i g h t s  and cont inues t o  r e t a i n  
he r  I n d i a n  cu l t u re .  

The women i n  t h i s  volume know who they are, what obs tac les  they  must conquer. 
Most f i n d  s t r e n g t h  and courage i n  t h e  words o f  t h e i r  grandmothers. I n  
"Amazons i n  Appalachia," Marl  l o u  Awiakta addresses an ances t ra l  woman: 
"Grandmother, I need your  courage. Sing t o  me about your  l i f e . "  The 
Grandmother responds, 

Women share i n  a l l  o f  l i f e .  We lead  sacred dances. I n  t h e  
Counci l  we debate f r e e l y  w l t h  men u n t i l  an agreement i s  

, reached. When t h e  n a t i o n  considers war, we have a say, f o r  
we bear t h e  war r io rs .  (p.115) 

The u l t i m a t e  message o f  t h i s  landmark c o l l e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  we a re  s t i l l  here. 
We have s u r v i  ved and w i l l  c o n t i  nue t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  today 's  dominant s o c i e t y  
w h i l e  s t i l l  r e t a i n i n g  our  c u l t u r a l  her i tage.  I n  t h e  words o f  Beth Brant:  

We have l o s t  our  ch i l d ren .  We have l o s t  s t o r i e s .  Our s p i r i t  
ho lds  loss ,  h e l d  i n  t h e  cen te r  t i g h t l y .  . . . And t h e  core, 
t h e  p i v o t ,  i s  love. . . . Our hmds  l i v e  and work i n  t h e  
present ,  w h i l e  p u l l i n g  on t h e  past. . . . Our hands make a 
f u t u r e .  ( I n t r o d u c t i o n )  - 

\ 

' -- Janice Beaudin 

[Janice Beaudin i s  a Winnebago I n d i a n  who i s  c u r r e n t l y  Pub1 i c  Serv ice  
L i b r a r i a n  a t  Col lege L i b r a r y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i  sconsin-Madi son. She' has done 
research on t h e  Winnebago t r i b e  and cont inues t o  be a c t i v e  i n  i n t e r t r i b a l  
a f f a i r s . ]  



A LENS ON ME PAST: TWO NEW STUDIES OF EARLY BRITISH FEMINISM 

Ka tha r i ne  Rogers, Feminism i n  Eighteenth-Century England. Urbana : U n i v e r s i t y  
of  I l l i n o i s  Press, 1982. 291p. b i b l .  index. $18.95, ISBN 0-252-00900-2. LC 81- 
16236. 

H i l d a  L. Smith, Reason's D i s c i p l e s :  Seventeenth-Century Eng l i sh  Feminists.  
Urbana: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s  Press, 1982. 237p. b i b l .  index. $18.95, SBN O- 
252-00912-6. LC 81-14834. 

1982 was a miqh ty  qood year f o r  f e m i n i s t  scholars hi^. With t h e  o u b l i c a t i o n  o f  - - -  
Hi1 da Smi th ' s  Reason's ~ i s c i p ~ e r :  seven;eenthicentury F ~ i n i  s t s  and Kathar l  ne 
Rogers'  Feminism i n  i g  t e e n t  - entury  ng an , s e n o u s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  
e v o l u t i o n  o f  e a r l y  B r i t i s h  f e m i n i s t  i deo log ies  has f i n a l l y  come i n t o  i t s  own. 
E a r l i e r  tendencies o f  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i c i  sm leaned toward biography ( f e m i n i s t  
i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  e.g.); s t r i c t l y  t ona l  qua1 i t i e s  o f  f e m i n i s t  t e x t s  ( female anger 
and s t r i d e n c y )  ; and, i n e v i t a b l y ,  t h e  gender -po l i t i c s  (one might  say) which 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n f l uenced  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  and d isseminat ion  o f  women's w r i t i n g  
i n  a male-dominated l i t e r a r y  m i l i e u .  As i n t e r e s t i n g  as these r a t h e r  obvious 
concerns may have been, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  f e m i n i s t  a f ic ionadoes,  we a re  happy t o  
now see them superseded by more use fu l  c r i t i c a l  emphases. 

H i l d a  Smith, a f e m i n i s t  h i s t o r i a n ,  has w r i t t e n  an eminent ly  readable s tudy o f  
, se lec ted  women w r i t e r s  o f  t h e  Res to ra t i on  and e a r l y  18 th  century ;  and we look  

fo rward  t o  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  her  annotated b ib l i oq raphy  o f  17th-century women - .  
w r i t e r s ,  based on Donald Wing's S h o r t - T i t l e  Catalogue (MLA, 1982). Smi th 's  
D i s c i  l e s  explores t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  underpinnlngs i n  works by 12 f e m i n i s t  
-li-- a u t  o r s :  t h e  i r r e p r e s s i b l e  Margaret Lucas Cavendish, t h e  Duchess o f  Newcast 
Quaker zea lo t  Margaret F e l l  Fox; two medical w r i t e r s  i nvo l ved  i n  t h e  l a t e -  
18 th-century  m idw i fe ry  d ispu te ,  E l i zabe th  Cel l i e r  and Jane Sharp; Hannah 
Wool l e y ,  a w r i t e r  on gentlewoman's deportment; Bathsua Maki n and Mary Aste l  
t h e  e a r l i e s t  o f  pub l i shed B r i t i s h  f e m i n i s t  d ispu tan ts ;  E l i zabe th  Els tob,  
preeminent Saxonis t  o f  her  day; and four.  poets, Anne K ingsmi l l  F inch ( t h e  

l e ;  

Countess o f  Wi'nchi 1 sea), Lady Mary Chudl e l  gh, E l  i zabeth Singer Rowe, and Sarah 
Egerton. Organfzed chrono log ica l  l y  over f i v e  chapters, Smi th 's  book begins 
w i t h  Newcast le 's  poe t r y  o f  t h e  1650s and ends, w i  t h  f e m i n i s t  poet ry  of t h e  
e a r l y  18 th  century;  her  se lec t i ons  a r e  1 i m i  t e d  l a r g e l y  t o  two genres, poe t r y  
and t h e  d i s c u r s i v e  essay. 

Before  Smith 's  study, s tudents o f  pre-18th-century B r i t i s h  femi n i  sm and 
nascent l i b e r a l  thought  looked t o  such c r i t i c a l  works as Susan Staves' 
P layers  ' Scepters: F i c t i o n  o f  Au tho r i t y  i n  t h e  Restora t ion  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Webraska Press, 1919); Ian MacLean's Renaissance Not ion  o f  Woman (Cambridge 
U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 1980); B e t t y  T r a v i t s k y ' s  Paradise o f  Women: W r i t i n g s  by 
E n g l i  shwomen o f  t h e  Renai ssance (Greenwood s r k i n g  ress, 
l i f e  o f  Women i n  t h e  Seventeenth Century ( o r i g i n a l  e d i t i o n ,  1919; r e p r i n t ,  
'Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1982) ; B.G. MacC'arthy4s Women Wr i t e rs  ( o r i g i n a l  
e d i t i o n ,  1946; r e p r i n t  , Norwood Ed1 t i o n s  , 1980) ; and Myra Reynolds ' Learned 
Lady i n  England 1650-1760 ( o r i g i n a l  e d i t i o n ,  1920; Gordon Press, 1 9 7 a  
comp i l a t i on  o f  b iog raph i ca l  sketches soon t o  be supplanted by t h e  forthcoming 
D i c t i o n a r y  o f  B r i t i s h  and American Women Wr i t e rs  1660-1800, e d i t e d  by Janet  
Todd. Se lec t ions  o f  pr imary sources have appeared i n  Mary Mahl and Helene 
Koon ' s  The Femal e Spectator :  Eng l i sh  Women Wr i t e rs  A f o r e  1800 ( Ind iana 
U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 1977) and i n  Jean B r i n k ' s  Female Scholars:  T r a d i t i o n  o f  



Learned Women Before 1800 (Eden Press Women ' s  Pub1 i cat ions ,  1980). Some 
l i v e l y  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  pe r iod  has been publ ished i n  Restora t ion  (Ann 
Messenger on Anne F inch ' s  poetry, e.g., i n  t h e  Spring 1981 i ssue)  and i n  
f e m i n i s t  journa ls ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  new Tulsa Studies i n  Women's L i t e r a t u r e .  

Smith 's  book focuses on a  s i n g l e  system o f  thought, namely, ra t i ona l i sm,  which 
she i d e n t i f i e s  as t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i deo log ica l  l i n k  among e a r l y  B r i t i s h  
fem in i s t s .  (This i deo log ica l  con junc t ion  o f  femini  sm and ra t i ona l i sm,  i t  
might  be noted, was discussed e a r l i e r  by Rae Blanchard i n  "Richard Steele and 
t h e  Status o f  Women," Studies i n  Ph i lo logy ,  J u l y  1929.) Smith hypothesizes 
t h a t  i d e o l o g i c a l  s o l i d a r i t y  among oppos i t ion  women w r i t e r s  o f  t h e  17th and 
e a r l y  18 th  cen tu r ies  ex i s ted  i n  t h e i r  o v e r a l l  argument t h a t  females were 
domestical ly ,  soc ia l  ly ,  and psycho1 og ica l  l y  condi t ioned by a  mascul ine c u l t u r e  
whose values f o r  t h e  feminine were both repress ive  and incons is ten t  w i t h  
who l l y  agreeable l i b e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  day, widely disseminated by 
i n f l u e n t i a l  Cartes ian advocates. This emergence of a  new s p i r i t  o f  i n q u i r y  
and i n d i v i d u a l  ism, which Smith c a l l s  t h e  "1 i b e r a t i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  rat ional ism,"  
c rea ted  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  environment which made f e m i n i s t  a g i t a t i o n  possible. 

Smith 's  p r i n c i p a l  conclus ion i s  t h a t  17th-century feminism was l a r g e l y  a  
s tun ted e f f o r t .  Her e a r l y  B r i t i s h  fem in i s t s  were l a r g e l y  fo rgot ten ,  she 
feels,  because t h e i r s  was r e a l l y  no t  a  consol idated en te rp r i se  ( i deo log ica l  ly, 

, perhaps, b u t  su re l y  no t  p r a c t i c a l l y  speaking). Wr i t t en  i n  a  cond i t i on  o f  what 
she judges t o  be r e l a t i v e  " h i s t o r i c a l  i so la t i on , "  t h e i r  work was a1 1  bu t  
over looked by t h e i r  femin is t  successors i n  t h e  18th century. The absence o f  
c o n t i n u i t y  between t h i s  e a r l y  form of feminism and l a t e r  movements owed 
something both t o  i t s  " i n a b i l i t y  t o  suggest broader p o l i t i c a l  goals and t h e  
sent imental  tendencies o f  18th-century thought t h a t  undercut these w r i t e r s '  
r a t i o n a l  arguments" (p. 201). 

The s t rengths  o f  Smith ls  book l i e  i n  (1)  i t s  t i gh t l y - focused  thes i s ;  (2 )  i t s  
u s e f u l  overview o f  t h e  period, e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  new students o f  B r i t i s h  feminism 
(her  d iscuss ion o f  A s t e l l  and Egerton i s  choice, though one quest ions her  
reading o f  Egerton's "masculine mask" and manly posing) ;  and (3 )  t h e  book's 
usefu lness i n  f i l l i n g  an obvious gap i n  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i c i s m ,  as we l l  as i n  t h e  
scho larsh ip  o f  t he  pe r iod  as a  whole, a  use fu~ness  which, o f  course, ensures 
an immediate audience f o r  her book. But because Smith's c r i t e r i a  o f  i n c l u s i o n  
a r e  not  c l e a r l y  s ta ted  a t  t h e  outset ,  one i s  l e f t  wondering why very re levan t  
(and l a r g e )  u n i t s  o f  be1 l e s - l e t t r e s  are  overlooked, such as Restorat ion 
cour tesy  l i t e r a t u r e  w r i t t e n  by men f o r  women (e.g., conduct manuals by 
A1 l e s t r e e  and Bra thwai te )  ; profeminine t e x t s  by such male a1 l i e s  of woman as 
Nahum Tate, Danie l  Defoe, John Locke, and John Dunton; l ega l  t e x t s  of t h e  day 
on woman's socio-domestic s ta tus ;  t he  important  poet ry  o f  "Ephel i a," Kather ine 
P h i l l i p s ,  and Aphra Behn; and t h e  p r a c t i c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  women t o  t h e  
London book-trade and t o  t h e  most successful new l i t e r a r y  form o f  the  t u r n - o f -  
the-century,  j ou rna l  ism. But most s t a r t 1  i n g  o f  a1 1, one no t i ces  t h a t  re levan t  
and s i g n i f i c a n t  scho larsh ip  by Jes lyn  Medoff, F e l i c i t y  Nussbaum, Ruth Perry, 
Barbara Brandon Schnorrenberg, and Susan Staves, goes unacknowledged and 
unused i n  t h i s  book. Even if D i s c i  l e s  i s  a  r e w r i t i n g  o f  Smith's Ph.D. 
d i s s e r t a t i o n  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ch~cago -% epartment o f  H is tory ,  1971), one su re l y  
holds t h e  author t o  work t h a t  would have given her  analyses s o l i d  h i s t o r i c a l  
anchoring. 

Kathar ine Rogers' Feminism i n  Eighteenth-Century England cont inues t h e  



author  ' s  reco rd  i n  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i c i s m ,  a  record  consi s t i n g  o f  The Troublesome 
He1 pmate: A H i s t o r y  o f  Misogyny i n  L i t e r a t u r y  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  dashington Press, 
1966); Selected Poems of Anne Finch, Countess of Winchi lsea (Ungar, 1979; more 
pedagogical  l y  convenient than Myra Reynolds ' excel  l e n t  s c h o l a r l y  e d i t i o n  o f  
F i n c h ' s  p o e t r y ) ;  and Before  T h e i r  Time: Six  Women Wr i t e rs  o f  t h e  E igh teenth  
Century (Ungar, 1979; a  r e p r i n t i n g  o f  se lec ted  pr imary sources). 

Rogers ' book i s  an i n t e l l i g e n t  recons t ruc t i on  (sometimes d e l i g h t f u l l y  
anecdota l )  o f  what she r e f e r s  t o  as t h e  18th-century " f e m i n i s t  consciousness" 
and i t s  l i t e r a r y  man i fes ta t ions .  Organized conceptua l l y  i n t o  seven chapters 
and supplemented by an Appendix o f  110 h iog raph i ca l  sketches o f  B r i t i s h  women 
w r i t e r s  ( c u r i o u s l y ,  "Ephe l ia "  and Eger ton a re  over looked) ,  Rogers' s tudy 
conso l i da tes  some o f  her  e a r l i e r  work which appeared i n  Woman i n  t h e  18 th  

' 

Century, and Other Essays e d i t e d  by Paul F r i t z  and Richard Morton (S. Stevens, 
1976) ; Shakespeare's S i s t e r s  : Feminis t  Essays on Women Poets e d i t e d  by Sandra 
G i l b e r t  and Susan Gubar ( Ind iana U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 1979); and i n  such j o u r n a l s  
as Novel, Genre, and Eighteenth-Century Studies. -- 
A more ambi t ious,  s c h o l a r l y  book than Smith's,  Rogers a Femini sm scours t h e  
l i t e r a t u r e  o f  an e n t i r e  cen tury  ( a l l  genres) t o  f i n d  evidence f o r  t h e  
hypothes is  t h a t  throughout t h e  18 th  century  ( a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  t h e  1790s), 
B r i t i s h  women enjoyed a  more "improved p o s i t i o n "  than t h e i r  Res to ra t i on  
s i s t e r s  due t o  s h i f t i n g  soc ia l  b e l i e f s  about women as a  d i s t i n c t  s o c i a l  group. 

, Rogers suggests t h a t  more p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  toward t h e  femin ine  were grounded 
i n  t h e  l i b e r a t i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  t h r e e  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  s t r a i n s :  (1 )  t h e  res idua l  
r a t i o n a l i s m  of t h e  Restora t ion ;  (2 )  t h e  emergence o f  subvers ive p o l i t i c a l  
i deo logy  i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  France and America, which c a r r i e d  s t rong cross-  
c u l t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e ;  and (3)  t h e  so f ten ing  e f f e c t s  o f  sent imental  i sm which 
i d e a l  i z e d  B r i t i s h  womanhood. Whi le used d i f f e r e n t l y  by w r i t e r s  as 
temperamenta l ly  oppos i te  as, say, Mary A s t e l l  and Anne Finch, these t h r e e  
tendenc ies  i n  t h e  c u l t u r e  cumu la t i ve l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a  general s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  
i n q u i r y  i n t o  woman's s t a t u s  by w r i t e r s  o f  bo th  sexes. 

Rogers conven ien t l y  segregates 18th-century f e m i n i s t  w r i t e r s  i n t o  two groups: 
( 1 )  r a t i o n a l  i s t s  and r a d i c a l  subvers is ts ,  those agi  t a t o r s  and d i s p u t a n t s  who 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  s t r o v e  t o  a l t e r  p a t r i a r c h a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  ( A s t e l l ,  Chudleigh, 
Lady Mary Wort ley Montagu, Mary Hays, P r i  s c i  l ' l a  Wakefiel d, Mary Ann Radc l i  f f e ,  
and, most v i v i d l y ,  Mary Wol l s t o n e c r a f t )  ; and ( 2 )  sent imenta l  f em in i s t s ,  
p r i  n c i  pa l  l y  romance-wri t e r s  and purveyors o f  t h e  female sensi b i  1  i t y  who, 
1  i kewise, exp lo red  woman's s ta tus ,  b u t  d i d  so v i a  t h e  a f f e c t i o n s ,  n o t  reason 
(here, Rogers p laces women n o v e l i s t s  most ly ,  1  i ke Mary Walker, C h a r l o t t e  
Smith, Ann Radc l i  f f e ,  Fanny Burney, C h a r l o t t e  Lennox, E l i zabe th  G r i  f f i  th ,  and 
Sophia Lee). 

The book 's  f i n e s t  sec t ion ,  Chapter V on f e m i n i s t  rad ica l i sm,  surveys t h e  work 
o f  o p p o s i t i o n  women w r i t e r s  who consciously  s t rove  t o  ove r tu rn  " a r i s t o c r a t i c "  
n o t i o n s  o f  t h e  feminine, as w e l l  as t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which sought t o  
pe rpe tua te  such not ions.  Rogers w i s e l y  acknowledges t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  l i b e r a l  
t h e o r i s t s  W i l l i am Godwin, Thomas Paine, and Adam Smith. The French and 
American rev01 u t i o n s  had many B r i t i s h  sympathizers, of course, some of whom, 
1  i ke Woll s t o n e c r a f t ,  were dec ided ly  unsent imenta l  , m i l  i t a n t  w r i t e r s .  L i k e  
R e s t o r a t i o n  p o l e m i c i s t s  discussed i n  Smith 's  D i s c i  l e s ,  r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t s  o f  TS- t h e  l a t e  18 th  century  sought t o  change such ma e-deslgned i n s t i t u t i o n s  as 
marr iage,  f am i l y ,  law, and education. Rogers' d iscuss ion  o f  Wol l s t o n e c r a f t  ' s  



powerfu l  V i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  R igh ts  o f  Woman ( l 792 ) ,  unarguably t h e  
~ r o t o t v ~ i c a l  t e m i n i s t  ~ ronunc iamen to  i n  Western thouaht.  c o r r e c t 1  v i n t e r ~ r e t s  - - 
i t  w i t h i n  e a r l i e r  ~ e s t o r a t i o n  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  combative f e m i n i s t  r a t i ona l i sm.  

Rogers ' f i n a l  sec t i on ,  "Consol i d a t i o n s  and Moderate Progress: How Women Saw 
Themselves a t  t h e  End o f  t h e  E igh teenth  Century," concludes t h a t  t h e  feminism 
o f  t h e  18 th  cen tu ry  was s e r i o u s l y  undermined, e s p e c i a l l y  toward t h e  end o f  t h e  
cen tu ry ,  by a dampening conserva t ive  reac t i on ,  mani fested by ( 1 )  an emerging 
sent imenta l i sm about woman; and ( 2 )  an endorsement o f  " f e e l i n g "  over  thought ,  
a p r i o r i t y  which weakened t h e  e a r l y  preeminence o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a u t h o r i t y .  
Rogers a1 so p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  t h e  i n f l u e n t i a l  B luestock ings q u i t e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  
d i sassoc ia ted  themselves from t h e i r  middle-c lass,  r a d i c a l  s i s t e r s  
( " r e d s t o c k i  ngs ," perhaps?). Even Hannah More, t h e  "Blues'  " most p o l i t i c a l  
w r i t e r ,  found Wol l s t o n e c r a f t ' s  V i n d i c a t i o n  t o o  ext ravagant1 y polemical  and 
aggress ive  t o  bo the r  w i th ,  much l e s s  endorse. Perhaps such soc io - i deo log i ca l  
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  e a r l y  f e m i n i s t  ideo logy  deserved more e x p l i c i t  d i scuss ion  by 
Rogers. While t h e  e legant  "Blues" c rea ted  a more pa la tab le ,  because more 
r e f i n e d ,  feminism by developing a forum i n  which w r i t e r s  o f  bo th  sexes might  
e n j o y  t h e  w i t  o f  t h e  other ,  they a l s o  a l t e r e d  t h e  course o f  feminism by making 
i t  o n l y  fashionable; hence, they  succeeded i n  p o p u l a r i z i n g  it, s u r e l y  t h e  
f i r s t  v i s i b l e  s i g n  o f  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  any o r i g i n a l l y  subvers ive movement. 
And even w h i l e  t h e  "Blues" chal lenged a r i s t o c r a t i c  s tereotypes o f  " f e m i n i n i t y "  ' i n  t h e i r  w r i t i n g ,  many c a p i t u l a t e d  t o  such s te reo types  i n  t h e i r  p u b l i c  l i v e s .  

Rogers'  conc lus ions  migh t  have been even more persuasive had she gone fo rward  
i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  few decades o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  century  as a way o f  t e s t i n g  he r  
hypothesi  s and measuri ng any subsequent i n f l uences  o f  18th-century femi n i  sm, 
as she perce ives  it. 

Both books w i l l  be w e l l  rece ived by s tudents o f  feminism, as we1 1 as o t h e r  
dPsc ip l  i nes  which i n v e s t i g a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  change and l i t e r a r y  h i s t o r y .  For  
t hose  o f  us a1 ready acquainted w i t h  t h e  -ideal og i ca l  e v o l u t i o n  o f  e a r l y  B r i t i s h  
feminism, we s h a l l  have t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e  complet ion and p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Barbara 
Brandon Schnorrenberg's p resent  work, which seeks t o  develop an overarch ing  
schemat iza t ion  o f  B r i t i s h  f e m i n i s t  thought. \ 

-- Maureen Mu1 v i  h i  1 1 

[Maureen M u l v i h i l l  i s  an independent scho la r  l i v i n g  i n  New York C i t y  where she 
cont inues  i n  he r  r o l e  as Acqu is i t i ons  Adviser  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin- 
Madison Memori a1 L i b r a r y ' s  developing spec ia l  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  works by B r i t i s h  
and American women w r i t e r s .  A p r i n c i p a l  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  t h e  for thcoming 
D i c t i o n a r y  o f  B r i t i s h  and ~ m e r i c a n  women Wr i t e rs  1660-1800 e d i t e d  by ~ a n e t  
Todd, she i s  p r e s e n t l y e d i c a  an essay .on 
women's se l  f - h e l ~  medical manuals o f  t h e  17 th  c e n t u r m  an antholoqy f o r  
c lassroom use e n t i t l e d  Women o f  L e t t e r s  i n  E a r l y  ~ o d &  Europe: se lec ted  
W r i t i n g s  1660-1800. Las t  A p r i l  i n  New York, she presented a paper on B r i t i s h  
f emlnl s t  egot lsm a t  t h e  annual meet ing o f  t h e  American Society  f o r  18th- 
Centurv s tudies.  Her d i s s e r t a t i o n  ( ~ w - ~ a d i  son, Dept. o f  Eng l i  sh, 1982) i s  
Feminine P o r t r a i t u r e  1660-1714: ~ d e o l o g i e s  o f  woman i n  ~ n g l i s h  L i f e  and 
' L e t t e r s  as a Model o f  t h e  tmergence o f  L i b e r a l  Thought Dur ing t h e  Res to ra t i on  
and Reign o f  Queen Anne. She i s  a newly- e lec ted  f e l l o w  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
-Research i n  H i s t o r y  and i s  teach ing  a course on "L ibe r t i nes ,  Lovers & Fr iends :  
Couples i n  ~ e l e c t e h  L i t e r a t u r e  by Men & Women Wr i t e rs "  a t  Hunter College-CUNY. 
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