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Introduction

CCBC Choices is created by librarians at the Cooperative Children’s Book
Center (CCBC), a library of the School of Education at the University of
Wisconsin–Madison (see Appendix I for more about the CCBC). Our goal in
creating Choices is to draw attention to some of the best in literature created
each year for children and teenagers.

The CCBC receives review copies of about 3,000 new books for children
and young adults annually, including most of the trade books published in
English by corporate publishers in the United States. Our goal in creating
CCBC Choices is to highlight some of the outstanding titles published for
children and young adults among the 3,000 or more we receive. In choosing
titles, we look for book that are well-written and that will appeal to the needs
and reading interests of a children and teenagers, as well as of teachers,
librarians, and others who use books with children and teens. It is a highly
subjective process in many respects. As we look for books that are accurate,
interesting, and engaging, we often agree on titles to include. But sometimes we
disagree. We talk about our differences and determine where consensus lies.
Choices is a reflection of that consensus.

After Choices goes to press, we always find a handful of titles we
overlooked—books we would have included in Choices had we known about
them in time. Sometimes this happens because we didn’t have the book in
hand; there are always some gaps in what we receive from publishers, no matter
how hard we—and they—try to avoid them. And sometimes we simply miss
some terrific reads. We make an effort to draw attention to these books as we
find them in other ways. And we are comforted when we see one or more of
these titles on one of the other annual best-of-the-year lists that offer
perspectives on excellence in publishing.

We are confident that the 245 titles we have singled out for inclusion in
CCBC Choices 2007 will offer contemporary readers entertaining, enlightening,
challenging, and stimulating choices. We know that not every book in Choices
will be suitable for every child or teen. But we also know that librarians,
teachers, parents, caregivers, and others face an enormous challenge in
navigating the thousands of new books available for purchase each year, and an
enormous challenge in meeting the diverse reading needs and interests of
children and teens today. We have created CCBC Choices keeping that challenge
in mind, and are confident that it offers something for everyone.
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Organization of CCBC Choices 2007

The organization of the books in CCBC Choices into thematic and format
categories has been developed over the years to help teachers, school and public
librarians, and others who work with children quickly find books that meet
their needs. We often make refinements from year to year in the organization,
in part due to our ever-growing understanding of what our colleagues who
work directly with children want and need, and in part to reflect the books we
have chosen in a particular year.

Books have been placed into one of the following thematic categories
when appropriate:

• The Natural World
• Seasons and Celebrations
• Historical People, Places, and Events
• Contemporary People, Places, and Events
• Issues in Today’s World
• Understanding Oneself and Others

The remaining books have been placed into one of the following genre or
format categories:

• Folklore, Mythology, and Traditional Literature
• Biography and Autobiography
• Poetry
• Concept Books
• Board Books
• Picture Books for Babies, Toddlers, and Preschoolers
• Picture Books for School-Aged Children
• Books for Beginning and Newly Independent Readers
• Fiction for Children
• Fiction for Young Adults

Picture books about people who actually lived have been placed in the
Historical People, Places, and Events or Biography and Autobiography
sections. Novels set in the past have been placed in one of the Fiction
categories. Graphic novels are assessed individually based on content and
placed in the category that best suits each individual title.

The subject index can be used to find books across all of the categories
about specific topics and in specific genres and formats (“Graphic Novels,”
“Historical Fiction,” “Fantasy,” etc.).
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and picture book author Grace Lin made her fiction debut with The Year of the
Dog.

The past, present, and future of our nation is multiracial and multiethnic
and grows more diverse with each passing day. The output of trade book
publishers is not. This is despite the many dedicated authors, illustrators,
editors, and publishers striving to give children and teens terrific literature that
reflects who they are and the world in which they live. Children and families of
color are certainly not invisible in new literature for youth, but they are not
truly visible, either, not in the way that white children and families are. That
harms us all, regardless of our race or ethnicity.

The hard truth is that publishing is a business and dedicated individuals
can only do so much. Publishing companies will support creative efforts to
provide more multicultural titles, to seek out more new talent, to translate
more books from other languages, to take more risks with books that defy
expectations or reflect our society in all its diversity, when they see that such
books can have a positive impact on the bottom line. And we have the power to
be that positive impact—librarians, teachers, child care providers, parents—all
of us who are dedicated to making sure children and teenagers not only have
books but great books in their lives.
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The Natural World

Arnold, Caroline. A Killer Whale’s World. Picture Window Books, 2006.
24 pages (lib. 1–4048–1321–7, $25.26)

Bold cut-paper illustrations show black-and-white killer whales in water of
vivid blue. The main text follows a baby whale from birth (“already as big
as a large refrigerator!”) to maturity, when he reaches his adult size at
twenty years of age. Facts set apart in blocks of bright pink and printed in
a smaller typeface define terms such as “blubber” and “breaching,” and
describe specific whale behavior. The final pages of the book include a
map showing where killer whales live, a few additional “fun facts,” a
glossary, and suggestions of books and a website to explore for more
information. (Ages 4–8)

Butterworth, Chris. Sea Horse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea. Illustrated by
John Lawrence. Candlewick Press, 2006. 28 pages (trade 0–7636–2989–8,
$16.99)

Lyrical prose and delicate engravings elevate an informational book about
sea horses to a lovely work of art. “In the warm ocean, among the waving
sea-grass meadows, an eye like a small black bead is watching the fish dart
by.” The eye belongs to a male Barbour’s sea horse, and the author goes on
to describe his camouflage capability, mating behavior, and “pregnancy,”
as he carries eggs in a pouch on his body. One of the hundreds of babies
born from his pouch is a female, “as long as your eyelash,” who eats
plankton and makes her home on a coral reef. The story text is
supplemented with sea horse facts on most pages, noted in a smaller
typeface. An index and additional paragraph about sea horses are found at
the book’s end. (Ages 4–8)

Chrustowski, Rick. Turtle Crossing. Henry Holt, 2006. 32 pages (trade
0–8050–7498–8, $16.95)

When a painted turtle first hatches from its egg, it’s only the size of a
quarter. Rick Chrustowski describes how the hatchling hides from danger
at the water’s edge, feeding on beetle larva, minnows, tadpoles, and water
bugs. In winter, she burrows in the mud and rests in a state similar to
hibernation. Painted turtles that survive their first five years are able to
develop a hard shell that protects them from most predators, and at this
age they mate and produce offspring. Illustrations that capture the beauty
of the painted turtles and their watery habitat accompany the
straightforward description of their habits and life cycle. (Ages 5–9)

Hatkoff, Isabella, Craig Hatkoff, and Dr. Paula Kahumbu. Owen & Mzee:
The True Story of a Remarkable Friendship. Photographs by Peter Greste.
Scholastic Press, 2006. 32 pages (trade 0–439–82973–9, $16.99)

In the midst of the great devastation following the Indian Ocean Tsunami
in December 2004, the plight of an orphaned and stranded baby hippo
caught the attention of many. Photographer Peter Greste captured the



baby hippo’s rescue on film and followed the animal to his new home at
an animal sanctuary in Mombasa. Named Owen by his rescuers, the
hippo was placed with a 130-year-old giant tortoise named Mzee, who
was known for keeping to himself. But Owen followed Mzee constantly,
and by the end of their first night together, he was snuggled against the
tortoise’s side. The two have since become inseparable. Writer Craig
Hatkoff strikes just the right note in telling Owen’s story, with an
informative but easygoing style. (Ages 5–10)

Jenkins, Steve and Robin Page. Move! Houghton Mifflin, 2006. 32 pages
(trade 0–618–64637-X, $16.00)

Specific movements of eleven different animals are highlighted in a
visually dynamic picture book. “A gibbon swings through jungle trees . . .
or walks on two back legs. A jacana walks on floating lily pads . . . then
dives in to catch a fish. A blue whale dives deep, deep, deep . . . ” Each
turn of the page reveals a second action for one creature on the left-hand
side, and introduces a new creature that also moves by that action on the
right. Collage illustrations of each animal in action, created from cut and
torn paper, look striking on the bright white pages, while the text is
artfully laid out to suggest or mimic the physical action described.
Additional information about each animal is provided at the end of this
winning volume. (Ages 4–7)

Sabuda, Robert and Matthew Reinhart. Encyclopedia Prehistorica: Sharks
and Other Sea Monsters. Candlewick Press, 2006. 12 pages (trade 
0–7636–2229-X, $27.99)

In another dynamic collaboration, Matthew Reinhart and Robert Sabuda
examine prehistoric creatures found beneath the sea. Each eye-catching
page features a large pop-up and several smaller fold-out sections that
open to reveal their own three-dimensional surprises. Engaging section
headings (“Mollusks on the Move,” “Amphibians: Surf and Turf”) draw
readers to the lively presentation of information on a wide array of ancient
ocean life. (Ages 5–10)

Schaefer, Lola M. An Island Grows. Illustrated by Cathie Felstead.
Greenwillow / HarperCollins, 2006. 32 pages (trade 0–06–623930–3,
$16.99; lib. 0–06–623931–1, $17.89)

Lola Schaefer’s remarkable text, spare and lyrical, begins with a volcano
erupting beneath the sea (“Stone breaks. Water quakes. Magma glows . . .
Lava flows and flows and flows.”) and proceeds to chronicle the formation
of an island. Plants begin to grow (“Winds sow /seeds that blow.”), birds
and insects arrive, and then it is discovered by people, chartered, and
settled. Schaefer slips seamlessly from describing the island’s natural
history to elements of an unspecified island culture, from food and
commerce (“ ‘Ripe fruit!’ ‘Spicy Root!’ ”  yell the merchants in the
market) to the arts (“Drums play. Dancers sway.”) An endnote provides
additional information on the formation of volcanic islands, and
suggestions for additional reading in this picture book illustrated with
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Cathie Felstead’s colorful collage art. Highly Recommended, 2007 Charlotte
Zolotow Award (Ages 4–7)

Zoehfeld, Kathleen Weidner. Wild Lives: A History of the People &
Animals of the Bronx Zoo. Alfred A. Knopf, 2006. 86 pages (trade
0–375–80630-X; lib. 0–375–90630–4, $20.99)

Director William Hornaday brought his vision of the zoo as an
educational tool that would give its visitors “a deeper respect for the
animals and a greater understanding of their lives in the wild” to the
Bronx Zoo when it first opened in 1899. At a time when animals were
typically seen as curiosities to be dominated or hunted, Hornaday’s
philosophy was unusual and groundbreaking. Over the years and through
a range of administrations, the Bronx Zoo has gained a world-class status,
but as attitudes and beliefs have evolved, so have opinions about zoos.
Some question whether animals ethically can be held captive in any zoos,
but many others continue to visit zoos and enjoy the growing trend of
exhibiting animals in natural enclosures similar in appearance to their
native habitats. This fascinating history of the Bronx Zoo relates changes
in zoo practices and public demands, and while it has a definite pro-zoo
bias, the author clearly acknowledges that not all agree. Clean design and
numerous well-captioned photographs augment the compelling text. A
bibliography and index are included. (Ages 10–15)

Seasons and Celebrations

Gershator, Phillis and David Gershator. Summer Is Summer. Illustrated by
Sophie Blackall. Henry Holt, 2006. 32 pages (trade 0–8050–7444–9,
$16.95)

“A rose is a rose / And everything grows / When summer is summer is
summer.” Inspired by a quote from Gertrude Stein (“A rose is a rose is a
rose”), Phillis and David Gershator offer a catalog of summer sights,
sounds, and activities in a lyrical picture book featuring trees and bees,
holes and moles, logs and frogs, clouds and crowds, and much more
summer fun. Some children won’t be able to resist coming up with their
own summery observations. A pool is a pool is a pool perhaps? Cool is
cool is cool? Sophie Blackall’s inviting illustrations picture a quartet (no,
not a trio) of children, two white and two black. (Ages 3–6)

Lin, Grace and Ranida T. McKneally. Our Seasons. Illustrated by Grace
Lin. Charlesbridge, 2006. 32 pages (lib. 1–57091–360–9, $15.95)

Grace Lin and Ranida T. McKneally’s book of information goes far
beyond a mere recitation of facts about the seasons, offering an engaging
question-and-answer format combined with poetry. Organized by season,
information is presented in response to questions that relate to typical
attributes of each time of year. Beginning in autumn, questions posed
include “What is the wind?” and “Why do leaves change color?” Winter
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brings responses to “What is snow?” and “Why do my cheeks turn red in
the cold?” There are three questions for each season, with each two-page
spread devoted to one question and its reply. These are accompanied by an
inviting illustration featuring one or more of a diverse group of children,
and a haiku on each subject. (“Owen’s cheeks turn red / From the cold
lipstick kisses / Given by the wind.”) (Ages 4–8)

Montes, Marisa. Los Gatos Black on Halloween. Illustrated by Yuyi
Morales. Henry Holt, 2006. 32 pages (trade 0–8050–7429–5, $16.95)

Black cats, a mummy, witches, skeletons, zombies, and other creatures
join the march toward a haunted casa on Halloween night in Marisa
Montes’s mood piece that weaves Spanish words into the rhyming text.
The tension mounts in the spooky narrative until . . . “Las brujas boogie,
muertos bop, / Los esqueletos do the hop.” It’s a party! But it turns out that
in the midst of all the festive dancing, the worst is yet to come: “RAP!
RAP! RAP!” At the door is what every monster fears most: “Of all the
horrors they have seen, / The WORST are kids on Halloween!” Yuyi
Morales’s richly hued illustrations are both ghoulish and frightfully funny,
and wonderfully extend both the eeriness and humor of Montes’s story. A
glossary and pronunciation guide for the Spanish words is included.
(Ages 4–6)

Moore, Clement Clarke. The Night Before Christmas. Illustrated by
Gennady Spirin. Marshall Cavendish, 2006. 27 pages (trade
0–7614–5298–2, $16.99)

A handsomely designed and illustrated edition of the classic Christmas
poem features richly detailed illustrations by Gennady Spirin. Each two-
page spread features a full-page painting depicting a scene from the poem
on one side, and corresponding text with spot illustrations on the other.
An elegant clock, decorated with a quaint, wintry village scene, marks the
time on every page spread: it’s the moment of midnight, when December
24 becomes December 25. The hands on the clock never move, suggesting
that St. Nicholas’s visit transcends the boundaries of time. This is one of
many lovely elements for children to notice in this warm, pleasing
volume. (All ages)

Steinhöfel, Andreas. An Elk Dropped In. Translated from the German by
Alisa Jaffa. Illustrated by Kerstin Meyer. U.S. edition: Front Street, 2006.
78 pages (trade 1–932425–80–2, $16.95)

A fresh, funny holiday story originally published in Germany begins with
the sudden and stunning arrival of an elk in Billy Wagner’s living room.
He comes straight through the roof, shattering the family’s IKEA coffee
table when he lands. It turns out Mr. Moose works for Santa and was
helping out with a test-run on the sleigh when he veered off course. (The
arrogant reindeer, Mr. Moose explains, only deign to fly on Christmas
Eve.) While his injured leg heals, Mr. Moose charms his way into the
affections of everyone, even Gertrude, the fiercely feminist best friend of
Billy’s mother. By the time a man in a checked suit arrives claiming to be
Santa in search of his missing moose, no one is eager to say goodbye. But
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putting Santa off leads to a disaster-in-the-making when he’s arrested after
a few too many glasses of cherry brandy with Grandma—his insistence
that he’s Father Christmas has the authorities convinced he’s delusional.
Now it’s up to Mr. Moose—with the help of Billy and his family—to free
Santa so that Christmas will be saved in a rollicking tale full of droll
humor and plenty of warmth as well. (Ages 8–11)

Stringer, Lauren. Winter Is the Warmest Season. Harcourt, 2006. 32 pages
(trade 0–15–204967–3)

Young readers and listeners who associate winter with cold and snow will
be captivated by this cozy picture book that invites them to think about
winter in new way. “My world is warmest in winter . . . my jacket puffs
warm with feathers . . . my iced summer’s milk turns to hot chocolate . . .
cats sit on laps instead of windowsills” and “sleeping radiators awake to
their dragon selves.” The young child narrator’s quiet declaration of the
many reasons why winter is the warmest season may inspire children to
think of their own examples, or of the many ways summer, as the boy
briefly suggests, is the coolest. Regardless, they will enjoy the soothing feel
of this comforting story, which is accompanied by author/illustrator
Lauren Stringer’s warm, richly hued illustrations. (Ages 3–7)

Folklore, Mythology, and 
Traditional Literature

Daly, Jude. To Everything There Is a Season. Eerdmans, 2006. 24 pages
(trade 0–8028–5286–6, $16.00)

Graceful paintings provide a visual storyline to accompany the well-
known words of Ecclesiastes (3:1–8), from the King James version of the
Bible. South African artist Jude Daly’s delicate style lends a sense of
intimacy to the pictures, which follow a black family on their seaside farm
across the cycle of the seasons. A baby is born and grows older, crops are
planted, tended, and harvested. Life and death, sorrow and joy, work and
play are all part of the rhythms of the year within their community of
immediate and extended family. The lyrical quality of the art makes it a
perfect accompaniment to words that many can’t help but sing when
sharing it with children. (Ages 4–9)

DeFelice, Cynthia. One Potato, Two Potato. Illustrated by Andrea U’Ren.
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006. 32 pages (trade 0–374–35640–8, $16.00)

Mr. and Mrs. O’Grady share everything they have, from their one tattered
blanket to the single potato they eat each night for dinner. Their life is
lean, but they are content—almost. Each wishes they had a friend: a
woman with whom Mrs. O’Grady could chat about recipes and a man
with whom Mr. O’Grady could talk about root rot. The day he discovers
they are down to their last potato, Mr. O’Grady digs deeper and deeper in
the garden, hoping to find another. Instead, he finds a giant pot. When
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one potato falls in the pot, two potatoes pop out. In goes one hair pin, out
come two. With the pot’s magic, the O’Grady’s turn their meager
existence into one of comfort (but not excess). Then Mr. O’Grady
accidentally trips into the pot and out pops . . . you guessed it! Soon the
elderly couple has everything they need, including two friends with whom
they couldn’t have more in common. Cynthia DeFelice’s spirited retelling
of a traditional folktale has an unfortunate lack of information on the
tale’s origins or sources. But it’s a highly entertaining story nonetheless,
with suitably spare and wholly engaging illustrations by Andrea U’Ren.
(Ages 5–8)

Forest, Heather, reteller. The Little Red Hen: An Old Fable. Illustrated by
Susan Gaber. Little Folk / August House, 2006. (trade 0–87483–795–2,
$16.95)

Heather Forest’s lively retelling of this classic story is paired with Susan
Gaber’s witty, wonderful illustrations. Gaber’s palette is warm and
comforting, while her images inspire laugh-out-loud moments of humor.
The dog, cat, and mouse the Little Red Hen repeatedly asks for help are
three doe-eyed creatures sweet enough to rival the most saccharine baby
animal portrait. But all are too busy playing (or, in the mouse’s case,
reading translations of the word “mouse” in multiple languages) to help
the hard-working hen. Can the wild-eyed chicken resist their limpid pools
when the bread is hot and fresh? You bet she can! “Now . . . when the little
Red Hen wants to bake, everyone helps to make the cake.” (Ages 4–7)

Gerstein, Mordicai. The White Ram: A Story of Abraham and Isaac.
Holiday House, 2006. 36 pages (trade 0–8234–1897–9, $16.95)

“Legend tells us that on the last day of the Creation, in the twilight of the
first Sabbath, God made a white ram.” The ram is fated to take the place
of the child Isaac, whom his father, Abraham, has been told to sacrifice as
a test of his trust in God. But first he must outrun the evil one who wants
to keep him from getting to the altar on the sacred mountain where
Abraham is taking his son. Mordicai Gerstein’s graceful and dramatic
retelling of this biblical story of Abraham and Isaac features dynamic
paintings rendered in pen-and-ink, oils, and colored pencil. His images
glow with color, energy, and life. The dramatic presentation of the “evil
one” may frighten younger children, but the spirit of the small white
ram—and the sense of faith that defines his being—is the most powerful
visual image, along with the luminous presence of the unseen God.
(Ages 6–9)

Henderson, Kathy. Lugalbanda: The Boy Who Got Caught Up in a War.
Illustrated by Jane Ray. U.S. edition: Candlewick Press, 2006. 72 pages
(trade 0–7636–2782–8, $16.99)

From ancient Sumeria comes a tale of a young prince who becomes ill
while marching with his beloved older brothers into battle and ends up
saving his entire kingdom from ruin. Lugalbanda is left on his own after
falling ill and his pleas for help are answered by the Sun God Utu and the
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goddess Inana. He later rejoins the king’s army with the help of a giant
Anzu, who grants Lugalbanda’s wish for speed and strength after the boy
bestow’s the great bird’s chick with gifts. With the army in peril,
Lugalbanda is chosen by the king to carry a message to Inana and returns
with the goddess’s reply. Her words admonish the ruler for the pride and
greed that led him to war, demanding that he undo the destruction and
seek knowledge from those he sought to conquer so that his kingdom can
share in their wonders rather than steal them. Kathy Henderson’s vividly
detailed retelling of this captivating story is graced with exquisite
illustrations by Jane Ray. Henderson’s introduction and author’s note
provide ample background information as well as discussing some of the
choices she made in interpreting what is believed by some scholars to be
the oldest written story, set in the region known today as Iraq. Henderson
notes that she first heard of the tale just before the 2003 invasion of that
country. (Ages 8–14)

Hodges, Margaret. Dick Whittington and His Cat. Illustrated by
Melisande Potter. Holiday House, 2006. 32 pages (trade 0–8234–1987–8,
$16.95)

The legend of Dick Whittington and his famous cat, originally told in
chapbooks in England and the American colonies, has been reinvigorated
for a new generation of children. Born around 1358, Dick Whittington
rose from a humble beginning to become a wealthy benefactor of the
London poor and was twice elected Lord Mayor of the city. In this
retelling, Dick sends his cat, as his only belonging, on his master’s ship
when it sails to Barbary, North Africa. There the cat rids the king’s palace
of a host of rodents, and the king gratefully responds by sending young
Dick a “great casket of gold and precious jewels in payment for Tabby.”
An author’s note provides a brief history of the real man and the legend
that grew up around him. Whimsical ink and gouache illustrations lend a
fresh, lighthearted air to an old tale. (Ages 5–8)

Hurston, Zora Neale, collector. The Six Fools. Adapted by Joyce Carol
Thomas. Illustrated by Ann Tanksley. HarperCollins, 2006. 32 pages
(trade 0–06–00646–3, $15.99; lib. 0–06–000647–1, $16.89)

When a newly betrothed young man discovers his beloved and her parents
sitting in a cellar full of apple cider, too distracted with marriage plans to
notice the flood gushing out of the barrel right before their eyes, he
declares them the three biggest fools he’s ever met. “If I find three fools as
big as you, I’ll come back and we’ll get married.” The harebrained, witless
antics of three other people he meets over the course of a year means a
happy day for the young couple in a comical story originally collected by
African American folklorist Zora Neale Hurston and retold here by Joyce
Carol Thomas. Painter Ann Tanksley’s naïve-style art perfectly reflect both
the humor and the folk-origins of the story, while their vibrant hues
convey a fitting sense of celebration, as Hurston’s work represents the
preservation of rich African American cultural history. (Ages 5–8)
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MacDonald, Margaret Read, reteller. Conejito: A Folktale from Panama.
Illustrated by Geraldo Valério. August House, 2006. 32 pages (trade
0–87483–779–0, $16.95)

“I have a sweet old auntie, my Tía Mónica! And when she goes out
dancing . . . they all say, ‘Ooo la la!’ ” Dancing and leaping his way up the
mountain to visit his Tía Mónica, Conejito is so busy singing that he
runs—“Whunk!”—first into Señor Zorro (Mr. Fox), then into Señor
Tigre (Mr. Tiger), and finally into Señor León (Mr. Lion). They each want
to eat the skinny little rabbit, but Conejito convinces them to wait until
he comes back—by then his Tía Mónica will have made him “¡Gordito!
¡Gordito! ¡Gordito!” (Fat! Fat! Fat!). Of course Tía Mónica has a plan to
keep Conejito safe in this merry tale. Margaret Read MacDonald skillfully
weaves Spanish words into her vivacious retelling, which is charmingly
illustrated by Geraldo Valério’s energetic, brightly hued paintings.
(Ages 4–7)

MacDonald, Margaret Read, reteller. Go to Sleep, Gecko! A Balinese
Folktale. Illustrated by Geraldo Valério. August House, 2006. 32 pages
(trade 0–87483–780–4, $16.95)

Poor Gecko can’t get any sleep because the fireflies won’t stop blinking
their lights “on and off . . . on and off . . . .” Gecko insists that Elephant,
as village boss, must make them stop. So Elephant talks to the fireflies,
who explain that they flash their lights so that no one steps in the poop
that Buffalo leaves all over the road. Then he talks to Buffalo, who
explains that he leaves the poop to fill the holes that Rain washes into the
road each afternoon. Then he talks to Rain . . . It is only when Elephant
traces the cause-and-effect chain to Gecko’s stomach (without Rain, the
mosquitoes that Gecko eats would die) that Gecko understands how
everything in the world is connected. “Some things you just have to put
up with.” Margaret Read MacDonald’s lively retelling of a Balinese
folktale features a cast of amusing characters that illustrator Geraldo Valrio
paints against the rich blue backdrop of a nighttime sky. (Ages 5–8)

MacDonald, Margaret Read, reteller. Tunjur! Tunjur! Tunjur! A
Palestinian Folktale. Collected by Ibrahim Muhawi and Sharif Kanaana.
Illustrated by Alik Arzoumanian. Marshall Cavendish, 2006. 32 pages
(trade 0–7614–5225–7, $16.95)

A woman with no children prays to Allah: “ ‘I would love a child, even if
it is nothing more than a cooking pot!’ WILLA! She had a child! And it
was a little pot!” The woman loves Little Pot, who is bursting with
enthusiasm and affection for her mother. When, against her better
judgment, the woman lets Little Pot go to the market by herself, she
discovers it is just as she feared: Little Pot does not yet know right from
wrong. First Little Pot steals honey from a rich man who fills her, then she
steals jewels from the king’s wife. Little Pot finally learns a funny, foul-
smelling lesson about taking things that do not belong to her in another
entertaining retelling—this time of a Palestinian tale—from Margaret
Read MacDonald. Well-paced, choicely worded, and full of humor, 
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MacDonald’s narrative is accompanied by Alik Arzoumanian’s cheerful,
richly hued acrylic paintings. (Ages 5–8)

Nesbit, E. Jack and the Beanstalk. Illustrated by Matt Tavares. Candlewick
Press, 2006. 48 pages (trade 0–7636–2124–2, $16.99)

Originally published in 1908, E. Nesbit’s version of Jack’s adventures atop
a mega-beanstalk is still fresh and funny almost a century later. In this
telling, Jack the dreamer is a changed boy the minute he sees what has
sprung up outside his bedroom window the morning after he trades the
family cow for a handful of colored beans. Full of drive, Jack climbs
straight up the stalk to discover a barren landscape at the top. There he
meets a fairy who tells him that the land belonged to Jack’s father, until a
greedy giant killed the man and seized the land for his own. True to the
classic tradition, Jack convinces the giant’s wife to let him into their home.
Over the course of three visits that offer encounters with a hen that lays
golden eggs, magical moneybags, and a speaking harp, Jack gets the best of
the cruel giant. Matt Tavares’s warm pencil and watercolor illustrations set
on oversized pages create a magical world for young readers to escape
within. (Ages 5–9)

Oberman, Sheldon, reteller. Solomon and the Ant and Other Jewish
Folktales. Introduction and commentary by Peninnah Schram. Boyds Mills
Press, 2006. 165 pages (trade 1–59078–307–7, $19.95)

From the wisdom of King Solomon to the foolishness of Chelm, Sheldon
Oberman offers readers a treasure trove of forty-three Jewish tales full of
humor and insight. Oberman’s lively retellings are brief, making these
stories perfect for reading aloud. Storyteller and scholar Peninnah Schram
introduces each tale with a short commentary that provides background
information on the characters and story. She also has written notes and
commentary following each tale that offer a wealth of information about
Jewish customs, traditions, history, and celebrations. (Age 8 and older)

Pinkney, Jerry. The Little Red Hen. Dial, 2006. 32 pages (trade
0–8037–2935–9, $16.99)

Jerry Pinkney’s marvelous watercolor and graphite paintings capture
distinctive traits of each featured animal in a new edition of this classic
story. The rat is convincingly ratlike, the dog convincingly doglike . . . and
the pig wallowing in his mudbath is a glorious sight to behold. Yet each
creature’s face is tempered with expressiveness that makes the animals’
dialogue and interactions convincing. The narrative also suggests a
distinguishing trait for each creature as the hen offers up arguments for
assistance. (Rat, for example, will surely help her cut the wheat as “You
can use your tail to chop it easily.”) In the text, the animals always appear
in typeface the same color as their description (e.g., “little red hen” is in
red type). Paints, brushes, and a picture of a little red hen can be spied
behind the African American miller who grinds the wheat—one more
pleasing, teasing element (it’s Pinkney himself ) in this volume. (Ages 3–6)
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Yolen, Jane. This Little Pigg y and Other Rhymes To Sing and Play.
Illustrated by Will Hillenbrand. Musical arrangements by Adam Stemple.
Candlewick, 2005. 80 pages (trade 0–7636–1348–7, $19.99)

In her introduction, Jane Yolen describes the lap as “a kind of schoolroom”
where lessons learned are “learned forever.” With that in mind, she offers
an impressive array of familiar and less well-known games, rhymes, and
songs for adults to share with babies and toddlers. Each activity includes a
description of its historical origin, plus brief instructions on how to use
the song or game with children. Musical arrangements for piano and
guitar are provided when appropriate. Will Hellenbrand’s brightly hued
pigs decorate the pages with humorous charm, and a CD is included.
(Ages birth–3)

Historical People, Places, and Events

Allen, Thomas B. Harriet Tubman, Secret Agent: How Daring Slaves and
Free Blacks Spied for the Union During the Civil War. Illustrated by Carla
Bauer. National Geographic, 2006. 191 pages (trade 0–7922–7889–5,
$16.95; lib. 0–7922–7890–9, $25.90 )

Harriet Tubman is famous for leading escaping slaves to freedom on the
Underground Railroad. But as in George Washington, Spymaster (National
Geographic, 2004), Allen focuses here on the characteristics of Tubman
that allowed her to be a secret agent: her intelligence gathering, her trusty
network of spies and informants, and her ability to coerce extraordinary
courage out of ordinary people. Songs, artwork, maps, and codes tell the
story of Harriet Tubman’s involvement in slave revolts, beginning with her
own daring escape, and Civil War espionage in her work for the Union.
The final chapter makes it clear that the very elusiveness that made
Tubman successful also makes it hard to confirm the details of her life and
service. Allen explains his research and offers more sources for readers
interested in following the trail. (Ages 11–15)

Barretta, Gene. Now & Ben: The Modern Inventions of Benjamin Franklin.
Henry Holt, 2006. 32 pages (trade 0–8050–7917–3, $16.95)

“It was as if Ben could see into the future. Almost everything he created is
still around today.” Author Gene Barretta’s witty play on words provides a
framework for sharing information about sixteen of Franklin’s creations,
discoveries, or improvements on existing ideas, most of which are still
around in one form or another. “Now . . . chairs come in all shapes and
sizes. Ben . . . designed two chairs that are still very useful. The writing
chair combined a desk and chair into one. The library chair was a
combination chair and stepladder.” (Not as enduring were two of
Franklin’s rocking chair designs: one had a fan on top to keep the sitter
cool; the other churned butter while rocking.) Barretta’s illustrations
manage to be both funny and informative, adding to this lighthearted
look at Franklin’s inventive mind. (Ages 6–10)
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Bausum, Ann. Freedom Riders: John Lewis and Jim Zwerg on the Front
Lines of the Civil Rights Movement. National Geographic, 2006. 79 pages
(trade 0–7922–4173–8, $18.95)

John Lewis and Jim Zwerg grew up in startlingly different circumstances,
but together they helped change the world. Lewis, who is black, was the
son of sharecroppers in Alabama. He attended a segregated, two-room
school, and from the time he was young he dreamed of getting on a bus
and leaving a state where being black meant so many doors were closed to
him. Zwerg, who is white, was the son of a dentist and a homemaker in
Appleton, Wisconsin, a community he describes as “lily-white” during his
childhood in the 1940s and 1950s. When he attended Beloit College,
Zwerg roomed with one of six students of color on the campus and his
eyes began to open wide to racism. Like others before them, Lewis and
Zwerg, who met in 1961 while both were attending school in Nashville,
literally put their lives on the line for justice. They participated in sit-ins
to protest segregation in Nashville, and then joined the Freedom Rides.
Boarding buses in states that followed federal desegregation laws, Freedom
Riders challenged southern states that refused to comply. As the buses
crossed the borders of segregated states like Alabama, Freedom Riders cast
a national spotlight on the racist social and political systems of the deep
south. They were often met by angry, violent mobs, and many local police
afforded little or no protection. In chronicling the Freedom Rides through
the individual lives and shared experiences of Lewis and Zwerg, Ann
Bausum takes readers on a vivid, unforgettable journey into the past. The
Freedom Riders’ commitment and passion for justice is palpable, as is the
infuriation of those they challenged. Archival photographs (including one
of a hospitalized Zwerg after he was badly beaten by a Montgomery,
Alabama, mob) illustrate this compelling look at one facet of the Civil
Rights Movement. (Ages 10–16)

Fradin, Judith Bloom, and Dennis Brindell Fradin. 5,000 Miles to
Freedom: Ellen and William Craft’s Flight from Slavery. National
Geographic, 2006. 96 pages (0–7922–7885–2, $19.95; lib.
0–7922–7886–0, $29.90)

When Ellen and William Craft decided to escape from slavery in 1848,
they had a daring and unusual plan. Ellen, who was light skinned, posed
as a sickly young southern gentleman of means. William played the role of
the young man’s slave, accompanying him on a journey to Philadelphia.
Judith and Dennis Fradin’s history of the Crafts begins with their tense
and dramatic flight to freedom and goes on to tell of their work as
abolitionists and activists in the ensuing years. Facing potential capture
and the possible return to slavery after passage of the Fugitive Slave Law of
1850, they eventually emigrated to England, where they continued to
speak out against slavery while working at a boarding school and raising
their family. They returned to the United States after the Civil War and
started a school in the south for former slaves. Archival newspaper articles,
photographs, and other visual matter accompany a fascinating volume
that concludes with a heartening afterword documenting contemporary
children who are descendants of the Crafts. (Ages 11–14)
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Freedman, Russell. Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus
Boycott. Holiday House, 2006. 114 pages (trade 0–8234–2031–0, $18.95)

Russell Freeman’s absorbing narrative documents the Montgomery Bus
Boycott in a volume further enriched with numerous archival
photographs. From an opening chapter that provides an overview of
conditions for blacks in the Jim Crow south, where both laws and
attitudes were oppressive, Freedman goes on to tell the painful and
compelling stories of several black woman who were humiliated, and in
one case arrested (and later convicted for defying segregation laws and
resisting arrest), on Montgomery buses prior to Rosa Parks. These stories
set the stage for the rest of the narrative, which focuses on Parks’s arrest
and the passionate, carefully executed response of the black community as
it sought to challenge the status quo both in the courts and on the streets.
The boycott is detailed as a tremendous act of organization, faith,
courage, and cooperation, involving both well-known leaders and
everyday citizens in the Montgomery black community. As seen here, the
ingenuity and solidarity of that community and its supporters as
Montgomery’s government leaders and others tried to stop them at every
turn was remarkable, and remains inspiring. (Ages 10–14)

Haney, Eric L. Inside Delta Force: The Stor y of America’s Elite
Counterterrorist Unit. Delacorte Press, 2006. 246 pages (trade
0–385–73251–1, $15.95)

Created in 1977, Delta Force is the United States’s most elite
counterterrorist force. Author Eric Haney was in the first class of Delta
Force trainees. In this adaptation of a similarly titled adult book, Haney
reveals much of what is good about the American military, including the
incredible sacrifices made by soldiers to protect citizens from terrorist
threats abroad and at home. The book’s primary focus is on the author’s
“audition” for the unit, an incredibly rigorous, bootcamp-like experience,
and then on his physically and mentally challenging training. In this unit,
it is not always the biggest and strongest who are successful; in the secret
world of espionage and war, mental toughness and intelligence are even
more important than physical prowess. The conversational tone combined
with the photographs of actual soldiers and important historical military
documents create a nonfiction experience that feels almost like a movie,
except the top secret government information never leaks out! (Age 12
and older)

Hopkinson, Deborah. Up Before Daybreak: Cotton and People in America.
Scholastic Nonfiction / Scholastic, 2006. 120 pages (trade
0–439–63901–8, $18.99)

Cotton has been a key crop for the American economy since colonization,
and is often viewed as strictly a Southern commodity based on slave labor.
Hopkinson traces the role that cotton has played in the history of the
United States for both Southern and Northern interests, revealing a
symbiotic relationship between the two regions. The South may have
produced cotton, relying heavily on slave labor and then poor
sharecroppers, but the North also played a key role in the processing,
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manufacturing, and exporting of textiles. By studying cotton through
multiple lenses of economics, agriculture, race and gender, labor, and
politics, Hopkinson paints a picture of the history of labor in America,
with all of its injustices and exploitations. Photographs reveal the effects of
backbreaking work on slaves in the fields, women and children in mills,
immigrants, and almost every segment of the labor force. Arranged
chronologically, and with extensive notes and suggestions for further
reading, this book fills an important void in the literature of agricultural
and labor history. (Age 11 and older)

Macy, Sue. Freeze Frame: A Photographic History of the Winter Olympics.
Foreword by Peggy Fleming. National Geographic, 2006. 96 pages (trade
0–7922–7887–9, $18.95; lib. 0–7922–7888–7, $28.90)

Sue Macy’s dynamic look at the history of the winter games begins by
chronicling how the Winter Olympics came to be—they were given a test
run in 1924 before the International Olympic Committee finally
committed to the idea of regular winter Olympic competitions.
Subsequent chapters look at organizational challenges such as the ever-
fickle and unpredictable weather (temperatures soared from 0 to 77
degrees Fahrenheit on one day during ski competition in 1928) and some
of the memorable individuals and moments throughout Winter Olympic
history. They are compelling stories of heroes—and the occasional
villain—both in the competition and behind the scenes. Dozens of
dazzling photographs from throughout Winter Olympic history are
featured throughout this engaging volume that includes sources, an index,
and a bibliography for further reading. (Age 9 and older)

McKinley, Michael. Ice Time: The Story of Hockey. Tundra Books, 2006.
80 pages (trade 0–88776–762–1, $18.95)

How did hockey go from a game played on frozen ponds in Canada to a
professional sport played in cities that never see snow and ice? Michael
McKinley tells how in this enthusiastic history of modern ice hockey.
McKinley chronicles hockey’s transition from local game to international
sporting event, highlighting key players behind the scenes (such as
Canada’s Governor-General Lord Stanley, who is behind the famous
Stanley Cup) and on the ice, from the late 1800s through today. A book
from a Canadian author and publisher is bound to have a Canadian bent,
and so it is through that country’s lens that hockey’s history plays out.
(The 1980 U.S. Men’s Team—the Olympic gold-medal-winning “Miracle
on Ice”—is mentioned in a boxed sidebar.) But Canada is the hockey
motherland and hockey enthusiasts will recognize the name of many
hockey superstars the nation has produced. Ample photographs from
throughout the history of modern hockey illustrate this engaging volume
that gives ice time to women’s players and teams as well as men’s.
(Ages 10–14)
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Murphy, Claire Rudolf. Children of Alcatraz: Growing Up on the Rock.
Walker, 2006. 64 pages (trade 0–8027–9577–3, $17.95; lib.
0–8027–95781, $18.85)

From the time a lighthouse was built on Alcatraz Island in 1854 through
the American Indian occupation of the island during the late 1960s and
early 1970s, children have been part of the famed island’s population.
Claire Rudolf Murphy explores the history of children on Alcatraz in a
fascinating volume that includes numerous black-and-white photographs.
Murphy supplemented what she learned in books and documentaries
about life on the island with her own interviews with adults who had
spent part of their childhoods on Alcatraz. Most of these were the children
of those who worked at the prison from the 1930s through the early
1960s, and she conveys a vivid sense of life for children on Alcatraz during
that time. She also captures the feeling of goodwill and community that
characterized the Indian occupation. For many of the Native children who
were involved, their time on the island was marked not only by
opportunities for exploration and fun, but also cultural celebrations, pride
in their heritage, and growing political awareness. (Ages 10–14)

Oppenheim, Joanne. Dear Miss Breed: True Stories of the Japanese
American Incarceration During World War II and a Librarian Who Made
a Difference. Foreword by Elizabeth Kikuchi Yamada. Afterword by
Snowden Becker. Scholastic Nonfiction / Scholastic, 2006. 287 pages
(trade 0–439–56992–3, $22.99)

When Japanese Americans in San Diego were being shipped off to
incarceration centers during World War II, Clara Breed, the children’s
librarian at San Diego Public Library, went down to the train station and
distributed stamped, self-addressed postcards to many of the children and
teens she knew from her work. She asked them to write and tell her how
they were doing. Over the course of the next two-and-a-half years, a
number of them kept her informed about their lives. It is clear from their
correspondence to her that her many letters and cards, Christmas gifts and
care packages, and books—many, many books—helped them know, just
as she had intended, that they were not forgotten. Joanne Oppenheim’s
extensively researched, page-turning narrative (even the endnotes are
lively) minces no words when describing what happened to Japanese
Americans during World War II, illuminating, for example, the
government “doublespeak” that tried to thinly veil our nation’s racist
response to the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor. And she deftly explores
the complexities of the situation in which Japanese and Japanese
Americans in the country found themselves, as well as their many and
often conflicted feelings about it. But at the center of this deeply moving
chronicle is the huge heart and critical, outspoken mind of one woman
who saw a wrong and did what she could both personally and
professionally to make a difference, and the lives of the many children and
teens that she touched. Dear Miss Breed includes extensive photographs,
and many of the letters and notes written to Clara Breed are part of the
narrative. Interviews with many of the surviving correspondents and

33CCBC Choices 2007 Historical People, Places, and Events



others who knew Miss Breed, as well as testimony from Japanese
Americans who spoke on their experiences at Congressional hearings in
1981, are an integral part of this outstanding work. (Age 11 and older)

Rubin, Susan Goldman with Ela Weissberger. The Cat with the Yellow
Star: Coming of Age in Terezin. Holiday House, 2006. 40 pages (trade
0–8234–1831–6, $16.95)

As a child, Ela Stein was a Jewish prisoner in Terezin, a Nazi concentration
camp in Czechoslovakia where a number of noted Jewish artists and
musicians were held. The artists looked for ways to work closely with the
children, and Ela, who had a fine singing voice, was one of the children
selected to perform in a children’s opera called Brundibár, cast in the role
of the cat. The character of Brundibár is a caricature of Adolf Hitler, and
the opera lifted the spirits of prisoners every time it was performed.
Despite the opera’s political overtones, Nazi leaders didn’t object. They
arranged a performance for the Red Cross, successfully fooling that
organization into believing Terezin was a model of how they treated Jews.
(A few months later, the Nazi’s stepped up transports from Terezin to the
death camps, and many musicians and performers were among those
sent.) Susan Goldman Rubin worked closely with Ela (Stein) Weissberger
to write this compelling volume that chronicles Ela’s experiences at Terezin
as a prisoner and as a performer. Moving final chapters describe Ela’s
efforts to locate friends from Terezin, as well as her efforts to educate
young people about the Holocaust. Numerous photographs provide a rich
visual accompaniment to Ela’s story. (Ages 10–14)

Schmemann, Serge. When the Wall Came Down: The Berlin Wall and the
Fall of Soviet Communism. A New York Times Book / Kingfisher, 2006.
127 pages (trade 0–7534–5994–9, $15.95)

Serge Schmemann was the Bonn (Germany) bureau chief for the New
York Times in the late 1980s and early 1990s. This riveting account of the
fall of the Berlin Wall in November 1989, provides both historical and
political context for the event that changed the world. Schmemann weaves
a cogent account of the rise and fall of communism in Eastern Europe
into a commentary that captures the excitement and frenzy surrounding
the Wall’s fall, which he witnessed firsthand, as well as the challenges that
a reunified Germany faced. Numerous photographs and original New York
Times articles written by Schmemann and others before, during, and after
the fall are also featured, along with a helpful timeline and extensive list of
articles for further reading. (Age 11 and older)

Thimmesh, Catherine. Team Moon: How 400,000 People Landed Apollo 11
on the Moon. Houghton Mifflin, 2006. 80 pages (trade 0–618–50757–4,
$19.95)

A vast army of workers comprised the team that sent astronauts Neil
Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins to the moon in 1969. The
accomplishments of the individuals behind the scenes, from engineers to
spacesuit seamstresses, were integral components of the Apollo 11
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mission, yet their stories are rarely told. Author Catherine Thimmesh
describes the vital and varied work of many, while outlining the
chronology of the space mission from conception through splashdown.
Despite knowing the outcome of these historic events, readers will be on
the edge of their seats as potential disasters loom and are conquered by the
team, sometimes with mere seconds to spare. Powerful photographs and
frequent quotes from the many individuals involved add to the depth of
this fascinating work. (Ages 10–15)

Trollinger, Patsi B. Perfect Timing: How Isaac Murphy Became One of the
World’s Greatest Jockeys. Illustrated by Jerome Lagarrigue. Viking, 2006.
32 pages (trade 0–670–06083–6, $15.99)

In an author’s note, Patsi B. Trollinger notes that the phrase “perfect
timing” in this biography of African American jockey Isaac Murphy refers
not only to his skill and intuition as a racer, but also the time in which he
lived. Born in 1861 near Lexington, Kentucky, he began racing in 1874.
His career took place in a window between the end of slavery (if he’d been
a slave, this talented jockey would not have been allowed to keep his
winnings) and before heavy resistance to black jockeys developed among
the white jockeys in the sport. Trollinger’s spirited narrative follows
Murphy’s early training and races, building to a riveting description of his
career-making win before 40,000 people in 1890. Murphy went on to win
the Kentucky Derby three times, as well as many other races. Exquisite
Impressionistic-style paintings by Jerome Lagarrigue accompany first-time
author Trollinger’s debut. (Ages 6–9)

Biography and Autobiography

Adler, David A. Satchel Paige: Don’t Look Back. Illustrated by Terry
Widener. Harcourt, 2006. 32 pages (trade 0–15–205585–1, $16.00)

Satchel Paige is one of baseball’s greatest pitcher’s (maybe the greatest,
David Adler notes in an opening line sure to capture the attention of
young sports enthusiasts). Adler’s narrative is enlivened by the integration
of well-chosen quotes from or about Satchel Paige and captivating
statements that reflect appreciation and enthusiasm for his subject. (“No
one else pitched like Satchel Paige.”) Adler backs up those statements with
intriguing information about the life of this extraordinarily talented player
who spent the first twenty-five years of his career in the Negro Leagues.
Paige never hesitated to speak up about the racial injustice that kept him
out of the major leagues, where he finally started playing at age forty-two,
and continued until his retirement at fifty-nine. Terry Widener’s
distinctive acrylic paintings add to the lively feel of this volume.
(Ages 6–9)
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Burleigh, Robert. Tiger of the Snows: Tenzing Norgay: The Boy Whose
Dream Was Everest. Illustrated by Ed Young. Atheneum, 2006. 32 pages
(trade 0–689–83042–4, $16.95)

Robert Burleigh pays tribute to the man who climbed with Edmund
Hillary to the top of Mt. Everest. Tenzing Norgay grew up in the shadow
of Everest and not only dreamed of being the first to ascend the mountain,
he practiced for it. “He who carried stones in his knapsack, / Who stole
off to fabled Katmandu, / . . . Unlocked the secrets of the climber’s rope, /
Studied the lore of the axe, / And apprenticed himself to death and
danger.” Norgay and Hillary made the legendary first ascent together.
Burleigh’s poem captures the intensity of Norgay’s determination and the
drama of the climb in lines that are paced to suggest the deliberate,
breathless effort of each and every step. Ed Young’s snow-swirled paintings
are alight with nature’s beauty. (Ages 9–14)

Demi. Su Dongpo: Chinese Genius. Lee & Low, 2006. 48 pages (trade
1–58430–256–9, $24.00)

Lovely, stylized illustrations accompany an account of the life of Su
Dongpo, an eleventh-century Chinese poet, artist, scholar, and public
servant whose contributions, humility, and spirituality are revered.
Despite his many accomplishments, Su Dongpo’s life was mired in
political turmoil. At one point he was isolated in a remote province, and
later he was exiled. Su Dongpo’s crimes were putting the needs of the
people before the fame and glory of leaders. Author/illustrator Demi
weaves some of Su Dongpo’s own poems and observations into brief
narrative, which is graced by delicate paintings that suggest traditional
Chinese artistry. (Ages 9–12)

Engle, Margarita. The Poet Slave of Cuba: A Biography of Juan Francisco
Manzano. Illustrated by Sean Qualls. Henry Holt, 2006. 183 pages (trade
0–8050–7706–5, $16.95)

Juan Francisco Manzano was born a slave in Cuba in 1797. Taken from
his loving birth mother, he was placed in the home of a wealthy woman
who insisted he call her mother. She treated young Juan like a pet. The
boy found solace in words, reading books and making up poems of his
own. “I love the words / written with my feathery mind / in the air / and
with my sharp fingernails / on leaves in the garden.” In this breathtaking
biography, Margarita Engle has written poems to tell the story of Juan’s
childhood and young adulthood. Her powerful narrative—in the voice of
Juan and others in his life—is both joy and heartbreak to read, evocative
of all the cruelty, beauty, and irony that was Juan’s life. Sean Qualls’s
occasional black-and-white illustrations are haunting in a volume that
concludes with a note providing additional information on Juan’s life, and
brief excerpts (in Spanish, with English translations) of his remarkable
poetry. (Age 12 and older)
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Fleischman, Sid. Escape! The Story of the Great Houdini. Greenwillow /
HarperCollins, 2006. 210 pages (trade 0–06–085094–9, $18.99; lib.
0–06–085095–7, $19.89)

Sid Fleischman’s energetic, enthusiastic narrative style in this biography of
Harry Houdini cleverly makes use of hyperbole to suggest the
showmanship that had a large part to do with making Houdini famous.
Fleischman describes the illusions that Houdini created both on and off
the stage as he packaged his life for public consumption while carefully
guarding truths he felt wouldn’t sell, or were nobody’s business.
Fleischman, a fellow magician, approaches his subject with great
appreciation and understanding. Occasionally inserting himself into the
narrative, he makes it a point to never reveal the secrets behind Houdini’s
on-stage magic, while illuminating his subject’s life with relish. The result
is an engaging, informative biography with a smoke-and-mirrors feel that
some readers will find irresistible. Black-and-white photographs and
playbill reproductions illustrate the volume. (Ages 10–14)

Love, D. Anne. Of Numbers and Stars: The Story of Hypatia. Illustrated by
Pam Paparone. Holiday House, 2006. 32 pages (trade 0–8234–1621–6,
$16.95)

Born in Alexandria in the fourth century CE, Hypatia was one of the few
girls of her time to receive an education in a wide range of subjects
typically reserved for boys and men. She became a respected philosopher
who wrote books explaining the works of other scholars, as well as a
teacher of her own students. This accessible picture book biography
focuses on Hypatia’s extraordinary accomplishments and legacy as a
scholar in both its text and striking acrylic illustrations. An author’s note
covers the details of her murder around the year 412, the reason for which
is still debated today. Whether she was killed for her refusal to practice
Christianity or for political reasons is unknown, but her contributions to
the fields of math and philosophy are a certainty. (Ages 6–9)

McCully, Emily Arnold. Marvelous Mattie: How Margaret E. Knight
Became an Inventor. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006. 32 pages (trade
0–374–34810–3, $16.00)

Mattie Knight must have been born with a mechanically ingenious mind.
As a child in the mid–1800s, she planned and built jumping jacks, sleds,
and kites for her brothers, and a foot-warmer for her mother. At age
twelve she began working in a textile mill, where she saw a loose shuttle
rocket from a loom and injure a young worker. Mattie was inspired to
invent a shuttle guard to help prevent this common mill hazard. As a
young woman Mattie heard of attempts to build a square-bottomed paper
bag, and decided to set herself to the task. Her hard work paid off, but a
worker at the shop that produced her prototype stole the idea and tried to
patent it for himself. Despite pervasive attitudes that women were
incapable of understanding the “mechanical complexities” of such a
machine, Mattie proved her ownership in court and won the patent. A
professional inventor for her entire adult life, Mattie Knight went on to
hold twenty-two patents and created over ninety original inventions.
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